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The Meaning of Vyasa-puja
 
 

Visakha Priya dasi
 

saksad dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhi
kintu prabhor ya priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is honored as much as the Supreme Lord because of
his being the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is acknowledged
in all revealed scriptures and is followed by all authorities. Therefore I
offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master,
who is a bona fide representative of Sri Hari [Krishna]." (Sri Gurvastaka)
 
The Vedic scriptures state that there are two processes for acquiring
knowledge: aroha-pantha, the ascending process, and avaroha-pantha, the
descending process. By the ascending process, one attempts to understand
God by one’s own efforts—by philosophizing, meditating, or speculating.
And through the descending process, one acquires knowledge simply by
hearing from an authority, from the bona fide spiritual master and the
scriptures—in other words, guru, sadhu, and shastra.
 
Even Lord Brahma—what to speak of human beings—cannot
understand Krishna, the supreme controller, the original cause of all
causes who has no other cause than Himself!
 
In 1975, on Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura’s Appearance Day,
Srila Prabhupada said, “Nobody can understand Krishna without going
through His most confidential servant. This is the meaning of this Vyasa-
puja. You cannot surpass. If you think that you have become very learned
and very advanced, now you can avoid the spiritual master and you
understand Krishna, that is [the] bogus. That is the meaning of this
Vyasa-puja ceremony. We should always pray, yasya prasadad bhagavat-



prasada. Yasya prasadad: only by the grace of spiritual master can we
achieve the grace or mercy of Krishna. This is the meaning of this Vyasa-
puja, offering obeisances by parampara system.”
 
“All the shastras and Vedic literatures declare that the spiritual master is
as good as God. It is not that he is God, but that he is as good as God. The
Mayavadis or impersonalists think that the spiritual master is God, but
we Vaishnavas do not accept this. How can a man become God? Rather,
because the spiritual master is God's representative, he is honored as
much as God. One should not think that he is offered respects because he
has become God. Kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya. It is just as when
someone pats our son or dog, we become pleased. The spiritual master is a
very confidential servant or dog of God; therefore if we can please
him–yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasadam–God becomes pleased. If
someone pleases our small child, we become automatically pleased. One
may please a child with a two-cent piece of candy, but to please the
father, thousands of dollars may be required. So the purpose of pleasing
the father may be fulfilled by offering the son a two-cent piece of candy. .
. .
 
“The spiritual master receives all honor and all contributions on behalf of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is not that he receives them for
his personal self. For instance, when India was under British rule, there
was a viceroy who represented the king, and often many people would
present the viceroy with valuable jewels. However, it was the law that the
viceroy could not touch even a single jewel, for they were all going to the
royal treasury. The viceroy could accept all contributions on behalf of the
king, but the contributions themselves actually went to the king.
 
“Similarly, on Vyasa-puja day, whatever honor, contributions, and
feelings are being offered to the spiritual master go to Krishna. As we
have received the knowledge from upwards, this respect goes upwards.”
(Vyasa-puja address, 2 September 1972, New Vrindavan)
 
Therefore, whatever heartfelt words and tokens of gratitude we may offer
to our beloved Guru Maharaja, His Holiness Giriraj Swami, on the



glorious day of his Vyasa-puja, we can rest assured that they will be
received and accepted by him on behalf of his own Guru Maharaja, who
will accept them on behalf of his own Guru Maharaja, who will accept
them on behalf of his own Guru Maharaja, on and on through the
parampara system, all the way back to Krishna.
 
His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya!
Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
Guru-parampara ki jaya!
Jaya Jaya Sri Radheee-Shyaaam!



Vyasa-puja Offering to Srila Prabhupada
 
 

From Giriraj Swami
 

Srila Prabhupada and Lord Nityananda’s Mercy
 
My dear Srila Prabhupada,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace, the embodiment of unlimited mercy.
 
Knowledgeable devotees agree that you were a saktyavesa-avatara, an
empowered incarnation, and you have indicated as much yourself. Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta (Antya 2.13–14) states, “To deliver people in regions
throughout the universe who could not meet Him, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu personally entered the bodies of pure devotees. Thus He
empowered living beings [His pure devotees] by manifesting in them so
much of His own devotion that people in all other countries became
devotees by seeing them.”
 
And in your purport you explain, “As stated in the Caitanya-caritamrta
(Antya 7.11):
 

kali-kalera dharma—krsna-nama-sankirtana
krsna-sakti vina nahe tara pravartana

 
Unless one is empowered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, one cannot spread the holy names of the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra throughout the world. Persons who do so are
empowered. Therefore they are sometimes called avesa-avataras, or
empowered incarnations, for they are endowed with the power of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu.”
 



Your learned godbrother Sripada B. R. Sridhara Deva Goswami Maharaja
also accepted that you were a saktyavesa-avatara, and he opined
specifically by whose shakti you were empowered—Sri Nityananda
Prabhu’s.
 
Lord Nityananda is renowned for delivering Jagai and Madhai. As
described briefly in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi 17.17), abe nistarila
prabhu jagai-madhai: “Then the Lord delivered the two brothers Jagai and
Madhai.” In your purport, you write, “Jagai and Madhai were two
brothers born in Navadvipa in a respectable brahmana family who later
became addicted to all kinds of sinful activities. By the order of Lord
Caitanya, both Nityananda Prabhu and Haridasa Thakura used to preach
the cult of Krsna consciousness door to door. In the course of such
preaching they found Jagai and Madhai, two maddened drunken
brothers, who, upon seeing them, began to chase them. The next day,
Madhai struck Nityananda Prabhu on the head with a piece of earthen
pot, thus drawing blood. When Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu heard of this,
He immediately came to the spot, ready to punish both brothers, but
when the all-merciful Lord Gauranga saw Jagai’s repentant behavior, He
immediately embraced him. By seeing the Supreme Personality of
Godhead face to face and embracing Him, both the sinful brothers were
at once cleansed. Thus they received initiation into the chanting of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra from the Lord and were delivered.”
 
But as you wrote about yourself in your purport to Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta, Madhya 16.55:
 
“If one is true to Gaura-Nitai’s service in the disciplic succession, he can
even exceed Nityananda Prabhu’s service. This is the process of disciplic
succession. Nityananda Prabhu delivered Jagai and Madhai, but a servant
of Nityananda Prabhu, by His grace, can deliver many thousands of Jagais
and Madhais. That is the special benediction of the disciplic succession.
One who is situated in the disciplic succession can be understood by the
result of his activities.”
 
Srila Prabhupada, you took up the same mood of approaching anyone and



everyone—pious or sinful, qualified or unqualified—without
discrimination. As Nityananda Prabhu said, in Kali-yuga practically
everyone will be like Jagai and Madhai. That may be more apparent in
America and Europe than in India—though I did hear a talk in which
you were discussing how demonic Western civilization is and how the
leaders, and pretty much everyone, are demons, but then added,
“Actually in my country also, 80 percent are demons.” But still, what you
encountered in 1965 when you came to America was something that
people now, especially people in India, can’t even imagine.
 
Krsna-candra Prabhu (Hrishikesh Mafatlal), from Mumbai, used to say
that people cannot imagine who you approached when you came to
America. He recommended that everyone see the early DVDs of you,
first at 26 Second Avenue in New York, then at Golden Gate Park in
San Francisco. Most of us can’t believe, can’t imagine, the type of people
you were approaching. And they didn’t always receive you or treat you
well.
 
I hope all your followers have read Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta; everyone
should read it as well as see the DVD series Following Srila Prabhupada.
There was one incident when you were living in New York, in a loft in
the Bowery, which was the most degraded part of the city, its skid row,
inhabited mostly by drunks. But even they had a little respect. They
would be sprawled out on the sidewalk and on the stairs leading up to
your apartment, but somehow they sensed that you were a saintly person
and would try to move over and make room for you to pass.
 
You were staying with a young man who seemed interested. In fact, you
thought, “I’ll train him as a Vaishnava.” But one day the young man went
crazy, probably from taking LSD—the 1960s’ equivalent of the strong
wine that Jagai and Madhai were drinking five hundred years ago. He
went crazy and wanted to attack you. And he was ready to kill you, just as
Madhai was ready to kill Nityananda Prabhu. You bolted out of the room
and ran down the stairs like Lord Nityananda being chased by Jagai and
Madhai.
 



It is quite a history—what you endured for the sake of delivering the
mercy of Gaura-Nitai is inconceivable. On the boat to America you
suffered two heart attacks, and even in America you had a lot of physical
problems. But you endured everything—all these attacks of maya—for
the sake of delivering Gaura-Nitai’s mercy to us. And what Nityananda
Prabhu wanted in India you have fulfilled outside India. What
Nityananda Prabhu wanted was fulfilled in Bengal, but through you it’s
been fulfilled throughout the world. So you really are the embodiment of
the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu. There’s no one else in the history of
our sampradaya, no one after Nityananda Prabhu, who has taken up that
mood of approaching anyone and everyone without discrimination,
without considering who is qualified and who is not.
 
And you delivered the same message: chant Krishna’s name, worship
Krishna, follow Krishna’s instructions—but not in so many words,
because the people you were approaching didn’t even know who Krishna
was. When Nityananda approached people in Navadvipa and told them,
“Chant Krishna’s name, worship Krishna, follow Krishna’s instructions,”
they knew who Krishna was and they knew what He was saying, but in
America and Europe nobody knew who Krishna was. So “Just chant
Krishna’s name, worship Krishna” had to be explained in detail in books,
and thus you wrote so many books to explain who is Krishna, what is
Krishna’s name, what are Krishna’s instructions, how to chant Krishna’s
name, how to worship Krishna, why we should surrender to Krishna and
follow Krishna’s instructions—the same message that Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu asked Nityananda Prabhu to deliver to everyone, but in an
expanded form, because the people you were approaching had no idea of
Krishna’s identity or instructions.
 
When we go out with your books, it is like when Mahaprabhu sent
Nityananda and Haridasa to approach people with that message.
Sometimes devotees are not well received, but even Nityananda and
Haridasa were not always well received. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu would
have nocturnal kirtans in Srivasa Thakura’s house, and if anyone was
proud they were not allowed to enter. Only humble, pure devotees were
allowed. So all these proud people in Navadvipa were upset and angry



that they weren’t allowed to join the kirtan, and when Nityananda and
Haridasa came to their homes, they were angry with them—“Oh, you’ve
come from that Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Srivasa Thakura”—and the
people spread so many rumors about them: “They are thieves. They come
to your door and say to chant Krishna’s name and worship Krishna, but
really what they’re doing is looking in your house to see what you have so
that they can come back at night and steal it.” The people spread a lot of
false propaganda. So we have to accept that, expect it and accept it,
without being deterred. It didn’t stop Nityananda Prabhu, and it didn’t
stop you, and it shouldn’t stop any of us.
 
So, your movement is the continuation of Nityananda Prabhu’s mission,
and you really had that mood. When one of your early disciples came to
India and the Calcutta temple president phoned you in Bombay to tell
you that the devotee was smoking ganja, marijuana, and asked what to
do, you told your secretary, Tamal Krishna Goswami, to relay your
response: “Tell him that if he doesn’t stop smoking ganja I will reject
him.” Afterwards, Tamal Krishna Goswami asked you, “Is it true that if
he doesn’t stop smoking ganja you will reject him?” And you said, “No—I
cannot reject anyone.” Tamal Krishna Goswami asked, “But don’t you
have to draw the line somewhere?” And you replied, “The mercy of Lord
Nityananda has no limit.” So, that was your mood; you were in the mood
of Nityananda Prabhu.
 
We are the recipients of Gaura-Nitai’s mercy through you. By your
mercy, we are chanting Krishna’s name and worshipping Krishna,
accepting Krishna as the goal of our lives. And it is also by your mercy
and order that we preach the same message to others. We can speak to
our capacity, and we can give people your books, which convey the same
message of Mahaprabhu. We just elaborate on it and present it in a way
that people without any background in Vedic knowledge can understand.
 
So, on this most sacred and blessed occasion, we can pray to you and
Nityananda Prabhu to inspire and empower us with this mood of humble
persuasion. When Nitai approached people, after giving them instruction
He would say, “If you accept this instruction, I will consider you more



dear to Me than My own life.” And if someone did not accept the sacred
instruction, He would prostrate Himself at their feet and beg them to
take it. He is Lord Balarama, the first of all of Krishna’s expansions; He is
the origin of Maha-sankarsana, who is in turn the origin of Maha-vishnu,
Karanodakasayi Vishnu, by whose breathing countless universes are
generated from the pores of His body. And then a portion of that Maha-
vishnu is Garbhodakasayi Vishnu, and He enters into every universe and
gives birth to Brahma and engineers the creation of every universe. And
Ksirodakasayi Vishnu is the Supersoul in everyone’s heart. Nityananda is
that original Supreme Person, and He is rolling in the dust at people’s
feet and begging them, “Just chant Hare Krishna.”
 
I saw that mood in you. You often tutored us in it, but I saw it personally.
When we first went to Bombay, there was a program on the terrace of the
house where we were staying—Seksaria Bhavan, on Marine Drive. It was
very nice, very glamorous, near the sea, and our host, Kailash Seksaria,
had invited all the elite, affluent aristocratic people he knew in Bombay.
And you, with the same humility as Nityananda Prabhu, implored them,
“I am taking the straw in my mouth and begging you, please chant Hare
Krishna”—just like Nityananda Prabhu.
 
You often quoted a verse by Prabodhananda Sarasvati about how we
should approach people the way Nityananda Prabhu approached people.
The verse is, dante nidhaya trnakam padayor nipatya: “I take a straw in my
mouth . . .” (it is a sign of utter humility) “and I bow at your feet.” Krtva
ca kaku-satam etad aham bravimi. “And I flatter you a hundred times.” He
sadhavah: “O great learned sadhu.” Sakalam eva vihaya durad: “Whatever
you have learned, you keep it far away from you.” And gauranga-candra-
carane kurutanuragam: “Just accept the mercy of Lord Gauranga, just
surrender to Lord Gauranga, become attached to Lord Gauranga’s lotus
feet.” And you did it yourself.
 
In that humble mood, Nityananda was begging for people to take the holy
name—falling at their feet, rolling in the dust, and begging them. And
that, in essence, is what you did with us. None of us would be here today
if you hadn’t done what you did.



 
In Bombay, an Indian gentleman came to you, pleading, “Please save me;
please save me. Only you can save me. Please save me.” And you replied,
“I cannot save you; you have to save yourself. But I can give you the
process by which you can save yourself.”
 
So, Srila Prabhupada, you have given us the process by which we can,
with your mercy, save ourselves, and on this auspicious occasion we
resolve to follow the process in greater earnestness.
 
In one brief statement you encapsulated our entire procedure: “To
approach Radha and Krishna, you need the mercy of Lord Chaitanya. To
get the mercy of Lord Chaitanya, you need the mercy of Lord
Nityananda. And to get the mercy of Lord Nityananda, you have to
approach people like Jagai and Madhai.” So, if we ever feel, “Oh, I’m too
high, I’m too holy, I can’t approach these people,” we should think of that
instruction and your own example and Nityananda Prabhu’s example and
really pray, beg, to be humble instruments of your love and mercy and
compassion. And as your guru maharaja told you, that will be good for us
and good for the people who hear us.
 
In a talk in Bombay you said, “Our Krishna consciousness movement is
trying to make fools and rascals and sinful men wise. And actually it is
happening. Papi tapi yata chila, hariname uddharila, tara saksi jagai
madhai. You want evidence? Look at Jagai and Madhai. Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu delivered two sinful brothers named Jagai and Madhai. Now
you can see how strong is Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s movement. Many
thousands of Jagais and Madhais are being delivered. Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu’s movement is greater than Chaitanya Mahaprabhu.
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu personally delivered Jagai and Madhai, but now,
by His movement, thousands of Jagais and Madhais are being delivered.
This is the practical evidence. If you take advantage of it, you will be
glorified, and we shall be glorified. This is our process.”
 
Srila Prabhupada, despite your merciful association and instructions, I am
still possessed of some qualities of Jagai and Madhai. So, on this



auspicious occasion, please purify me and reform me.
 

sri-guru karuna-sindhu, adhama janara bandhu,
lokanath lokera jivana

ha ha prabhu koro doya, deho more pada-chaya
ebe yasa ghusuk tribhuvana

 
“O spiritual master, O ocean of mercy and friend of the fallen! O
universal teacher and life of all people! Alas, alas, O master, please be
merciful unto us and give us the shade of your lotus feet. May your glories
now be proclaimed throughout the three worlds.”
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your aspiring, eternal, hopeful servant,
Giriraj Swami
 



Offerings from Godbrothers and Godsisters
 
 
“A Favorite Son”
 
My very dear friend Giriraj Swami,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I always feel a little awkward addressing you as my friend, for you are, in
fact, senior to me in every way in Krishna consciousness. You are more
learned and wiser in your understanding of our sacred scriptures; as an
older sannyasi and emeritus GBC member you are more experienced in
the ways of our ISKCON society; and your personal association with
Srila Prabhupada in the formative years of our movement has given you a
seemingly unlimited reservoir of his pastimes to share with us, as well as
insights as to how he desired his mission to be run.
 
An example that often comes to my mind is when, towards the end of his
earthly pastimes, Srila Prabhupada asked you how this movement would
go on in his absence. You gave a very nice reply: “By chanting our sixteen
rounds and following the four regulative principles.” Surely Srila
Prabhupada accepted your reply, but, recognizing you as a future leader in
his movement, he gave a further answer to his own question:
“Organization and intelligence.”
 
There is no question that Srila Prabhupada had seen and marked your
potential in those early years. His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami, who
was Srila Prabhupada’s secretary for some time and who also knew him
well, once said that Srila Prabhupada loved two of his disciples just like
his own sons: one was Madhudvisa dasa, and the other was Giriraj dasa.
 
But it wasn’t just that Srila Prabhupada saw potential in you; he also
witnessed you fulfilling that potential in your selfless and untiring efforts
to help him fulfill his promise to Radha-Rasabihari to build a temple for



Them. When your magnum opus, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story,
is published, we will all be able to read in full just how immense the
struggle was to establish that temple. Srila Prabhupada summed it up
appropriately when he remarked: “It was a good fight.” And you, dear
Maharaja, were involved in so many ways, from beginning to end, so
much so that Srila Prabhupada said, “Giriraj is Bombay, and Bombay is
Giriraj.”
 
How fortunate I am to have you as a friend!
 

prasangam ajaram pasam
atmanah kavayo viduh

sa eva sadhusu krto
moksa-dvaram apavrtam

 
“Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is
the greatest entanglement of the spirit soul. But that same attachment,
when applied to the self-realized devotees, opens the door of liberation.”
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.20)
 
When I compare myself to your purity, your sense of purpose, your
strictness in following our process, and your deep, enduring, and
endearing love for our spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, I see how far I
am from the goal. But I don’t become discouraged because I have faith in
one of the instructions Srila Prabhupada gave me in the one and only
letter he ever wrote to me: “Always follow in the footsteps of advanced
devotees.”
 
My dear Maharaja, I will state it publicly and unequivocally here. Let the
whole world know, now and forever, that you are the number one
“advanced devotee” in my life in whose footsteps I follow. I have 100%
confidence in your faith in Srila Prabhupada and his trust in you. That’s
all I require. If, for whatever reason, they stop me at the “pearly gates” of
the spiritual world and stare at me in disbelief as if to say, “What are you
doing here?” I’ll smile and reply, “I’m just following in the footsteps of my
good friend Giriraj Swami who passed this way not too long ago.” No



doubt they’ll check their records and say, “Oh yes, he put in a good word
for you. Welcome home!”
 
Maharaja, my father once told me I would be lucky if I made one or two
real friends throughout my entire life. At the time I wondered how I
could ever be satisfied with so little camaraderie. But now I know. It’s not
so much the quantity but the quality of the friends we keep close to our
hearts: friends who imbibe the same love for sadhana and sadhya, the
practice and the goal of Krishna consciousness. His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati stressed this in his final instructions to his
disciples on December 23, 1936, just a fortnight before his left this world:
 
“In the performance of sankirtana, if your single-minded devotion goes
on increasing, then all your desires will be fulfilled, and all your goals
achieved. . . . Working together with the same purpose, we will become
qualified for the service of Radharani, the original reservoir of love for
Krishna.”
 
Dear Maharaja, I look forward to many more years of serving Srila
Prabhupada together with you and our esteemed godbrothers and
godsisters and all the assembled devotees! I am confident that by serving
Srila Prabhupada’s desire to give Krishna consciousness to the people of
this world, we will qualify ourselves to one day serve him and the
residents of Vrindavan in the spiritual world. Dearest Maharaja, we look
to you to show us the way!
 
Before finishing, I want to offer you and all your wonderful disciples a
most precious gift. For several weeks now leading up to this ceremony, I
have been contemplating your amazing qualities for the purpose of
composing a unique and appropriate pranama-mantra for your good self.
It’s traditional that an initiating spiritual master has a pranama-mantra
that his disciples chant each time they bow down to him. A pranama-
mantra imbibes the essential characteristics and achievements of the
spiritual master which are unique
 
to him. I discussed with a few of your senior disciples, and we agreed on



several qualities that stand out in your service to guru and Gauranga.
Then I conferred with Hari Prashad Prabhu, a member of the GBC
Sastric Advisory Committee, and we came up with the following mantra:
 

namaḥ oṁ viṣṇupādāya
kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya bhū-tale
prabhupādāti-priya-śrī-

girirājāya svāmine
 

suvaktre śāstra-vijñāya
dṛḍha-sādhana-śāline

rādhā-rāsavihāribhyām
bhaktebhyaś cātma-dāyine

 
namaḥ — obeisances to; oṁ viṣṇupādāya — oṁ viṣṇupāda; kṛṣṇa-preṣṭhāya
— who is very dear to Krishna ; bhū-tale — on this planet; prabhupādā ti-
priya-śrī-girirājāya svāmine — to Sri Giriraj Swami, who is very dear to
Srila Prabhupada; suvaktre — who is an expert speaker; śāstra-vijñāya —
who is a knower of shastra; dṛḍha-sādhana-śāline — who has a firmly
fixed sadhana; rādhā-rāsavihāribhyām — unto Rādhā-rāsabihārī;
bhaktebhyaś ca — and unto the devotees; ātma-dāyine — who gives his
own self.
 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very
dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.
He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower of
shastra. He is fixed in sadhana and has given his life in service to Radha-
Rasabihari and the devotees.”
 
Forever following in your footsteps,
Your servant,
Indradyumna Swami
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna!



Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
I am fortunate to be on this planet at the same time as you. The light of
your love and commitment to Srila Prabhupada is inspirational and
encouraging. We appreciate you and pray that your service to Srila
Prabhupada increases marvelously and that you have his support and
wisdom to guide you, as you guide so many of his followers. Tariq and I
are so glad to be a part of your progression, and thank you for the
kindness you have shown us all these years.
 
Take care.
 
With warm regards,
In service to the Vaishnavas,
Krsnanandini Dasi
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Those who have known you the longest can all attest to how much Srila
Prabhupada LOVES you and how you live forever in his heart, and how
we see you as one of his eternal associates. On this day, when devotees
around the world celebrate your appearance and your lifetime of service
to Srila Prabhupada, I am awestruck by your transcendental heart and
qualities and service, and bow and rub my head in the dust stirred up
from wherever you walk.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
I beg to remain eternally your aspiring servant,
Ramesvara dasa



 
* * *

 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
Happy Vyasa-puja, Giriraj Maharaja! Happy Birthday!
A most blessed event, and I’m honored to be here.
 
I’ve appreciated the offerings to you in the last sessions. You have been
likened to the morning star and then to the moon. I’ve been hoping that
no one would steal my thunder, because I wrote a poem for you about the
North Star:
 
The North Star you are, Maharaja.
The North Star of ISKCON keeping our society on the straight and
narrow.
The North Star, guiding us out of difficulties and
guiding us to the joys of Krishna consciousness.
The North Star, always keeping us secure in the journey that our beloved
Srila Prabhupada laid before us.
The treacherous path yet blissful,
The difficult path yet simple.
The North Star is always there in the same place, we can always find it
and depend upon its direction to follow.
You are the North Star, Maharaja.
Thank you for being that bright steady light for all of us!
 
I never had the opportunity to do service with you directly, but I
observed you from a distance before you moved to California. Being early
disciples of Srila Prabhupada, we experienced many austerities without a
thought for ourselves but only to serve Srila Prabhupada. But they didn’t
seem like austerities, because we were always so blissful about it!
 
I think back on how I’ve lived in so many cities serving Srila Prabhupada,
but I know nothing of those cities. I experienced only the temple, to the
car, to the street, sankirtana, back to the car, and back to the temple!
 



You are truly a solider of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu to spread the holy name to every town and village. Your
deep dedication to this mission is so much felt, noticed, and appreciated
throughout the world. I am amazed by how many devotees are glorifying
your influence on them and the movement.
 
You are strict yet so personal and caring for the welfare of the devotees. I
have been hearing the stories of how you have been so compassionate
and always ready to take the time to recognize and acknowledge devotees.
 
This reminds me of the story of my mother’s jam offering to Srila
Prabhupada—how in midst of so much going on at the opening of the
Krishna-Balaram in Vrindavan temple in 1975, he acknowledged the
offering directly to my mother.
 
Maharaja, you remind me so much of Srila Prabhupada. You are filled
with all saintly qualities. You are humble and prideless, which is so
important to render pure service.
 
I feel so fortunate to have your association in Carpinteria. Thank you for
all the invitations. Thank you for all the times I have sat at the table with
you and the devotees for prasadam. The serious times, the casual times,
and, yes, the hilarious times as well!
 
You have been so active throughout the world with such important
influential service. These COVID pandemic months have been difficult
without being able to associate in person. No hosting of regular programs
at my house—no association and service in that way. My only saving
grace is my steadfast morning program.
 
Maharaja, there is no need for you to desire to join Srila Prabhupada, as
you are already cent percent with him. No need for you to desire to be
with the gopas, gopis, and Krishna, as you are already absorbed in their
pastimes.
 
Please stay with us, for we could not bear to lose you. It would be just too



much for our hearts, which would surely break and not be repairable
again.
 
All glories to your service to Srila Prabhupada!
 
All glories to your wonderful disciples!
 
Your servant always,
Urvasi dasi
Ojai, CA
 
 



Homages from Disciples and Well-Wishers
 
 
My Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Srila Prabhupada says in Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 17.16, purport, “By
the order of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Nityananda Prabhu arranged for
the Vyasa-puja of the Lord on the night of the full moon. He arranged for
the Vyasa-puja, or guru-puja, through the agency of Srivasa Thakura.
Since Vyasadeva is the original guru (spiritual master) of all who follow
the Vedic principles, worship of the spiritual master is called Vyasa-puja.
Nityananda Prabhu arranged for the Vyasa-puja, and sankirtana was
going on, but when He tried to put a garland on the shoulder of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, He saw Himself in Lord Caitanya. There is no
difference between the spiritual positions of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
and Nityananda Prabhu, or Krishna and Balarama. All of Them are but
different manifestations of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. During
this special ceremony, all the devotees of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu
could understand that there is no difference between Lord Caitanya and
Nityananda Prabhu.”
 
Guru Maharaja, just as Lord Nityananda, along with Srivasa Thakura
(and others) are intimate servants of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, you
are also an intimate servant of Srila Prabhupada. Although you are
different in your manifestation, still there is no difference between Your
Divine Grace and Srila Prabhupada.
 
With this conviction, I know that you are always helping me advance
towards the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada—thank you very much—and I
am eternally indebted.
 
Hare Krishna.



 
Your eternal servant,
Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata Swami
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa- tarine

 
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila 8.5, purport, Srila Prabhupada writes,
“In Vaisnava philosophy there are three ways for perfection—namely
sadhana-siddha, perfection attained by executing devotional service
according to the rules and regulations; nitya-siddha, eternal perfection
attained by never forgetting Krishna at any time; and krpa-siddha,
perfection attained by the mercy of the spiritual master or another
Vaisnava. Kaviraja Gosvami here stresses krpa-siddha, perfection by the
mercy of superior authorities. This mercy does not depend on the
qualifications of a devotee. By such mercy, even if a devotee is dumb he
can speak or write to glorify the Lord splendidly, even if lame he can
cross mountains, and even if blind he can see the stars in the sky.”
 
GRATITUDE
 
Gratitude is a warm feeling toward one who helped you. It’s a sense of
appreciation for favors received. Just as a river pours its waters into the
ocean from which it draws its supply, so also a person of gratitude returns
benefits received from others. He looks upon his benefactor with
reverence. If he is not able to return the benefit, he keeps it in his heart
with a warm feeling of love. Our deepest gratitude goes to you for the
wonderful things you have given us. If a disciple sticks to the path



tenaciously, it is by the mercy of the spiritual master. If a disciple resists
when temptations assail him, it is by the mercy of the spiritual master. If
he gets over body consciousness and rests in spiritual consciousness, it is
also by the mercy of the spiritual master.
 
I beg to remain at your lotus feet.
 
Your servant,
Bhakti Narasimha Swami
 



America
 
 
 

 
 
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada, All glories to your most divine lotus feet.
 



One more year has arrived, and I am again writing your Vyasa-puja
offering. It is by your mercy that I am still able to say a few words about
you and how grateful I am to you for that.
 
One more year has passed, and I am still able to hear and chant the holy
names now online with you.
 
How grateful I am to have such a giving spiritual master who wants to
reach us no matter whether we are a disciple or non-disciple.
 
One more year has passed, and you, Guru Maharaja, are there for us
giving us instructions on how to progress in Krishna consciousness.
 
One more year has passed, and you are writing books, leaving for the next
generations the history of ISKCON and Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have so many wonderful qualities and one that calls
my attention is that you are able to follow Srila Prabhupada’s instructions
without any deviation. You simply give us what he gave to you and all of
us.
 
We are so fortunate to hear repeatedly Srila Prabhupada’s instructions
and pastimes through devotees like you.
 
I am indeed very much grateful for all that you did and do for us and for
ISKCON.
 
For me, you are the perfect master.
 
Love you lots.
 
Your daughter and servant,
Aditi dasi
Los Angeles
 

* * *



 
Our most beloved Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
Please accept our respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
you! All glories to Srila Prabhupada, the dearmost confidential servitor of
Srimati Radharani!! All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihariji!!
 
Dearest Maharaja, we wish you a very, very happy Sri Vyasa-puja. Happy
73rd appearance day! All glories to you, dearest Maharaja!
 
On this most special day, our prayers to Lord Ugrastanu Nrsimhadeva to
continue to keep you in His transcendental protection.
 
We are eagerly awaiting your new book, Maharaja. It will be a true feast
for the eyes and ears, and will drench our hearts. This book will indeed be
a time machine, which will carry us back, and by your mercy we will be
able to live in those precious moments!! Heartfelt congratulations to you,
dearest Maharaja! All glories to you!
 
In his beautiful song Bhajana-Lalasa, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura writes:
 

ohe! vaisnava thakura, doyara sagara,
e dase koruna kori’

diya pada-chaya, sodho he amaya,
tomara carana dhori

 
“O venerable Vaishnava, devotee of Krishna! O ocean of mercy, be
merciful to your servant. Give me the shade of your lotus feet and purify
me. I hold on to your lotus feet.”
 

krsna se tomara, krsna dite paro,
tomara sakati ache

ami to’ kangala, ‘krsna’ ‘krsna’ boli’,
dhai tava pache pache

 
“Krishna is yours. You have the power to give Him to me. I am simply



your servant running behind you shouting, ‘Krishna! Krishna!’ ”
 
You are indeed an ocean of unlimited mercy, dearest Maharaja, and the
second verse is our sincere desire, prayer, and request—we just want to
be yours, your sold-out servants, to be used by you, for your pleasure,
eternally!!
 
You have been guiding us and supporting us and being such a strong
pillar of love, without which we would have been blown away like dry
leaves in a fierce storm.
 
What we have been going through, for more than the past one and half
years of our lives, is no less than a cyclonic storm. And if it was not for
your kind, loving self and our dear spiritual masters, we would have truly
been blown away, lost and withered away. Your words from Srimad-
Bhagavatam give us the strength to tolerate this situation with patience.
You taught us how we can live in “the other world”—the spiritual world
—by immersing ourselves in the mesmerizing pastimes of the merciful
Lord.
 
Our heartfelt realization is this: Let the entire world spit at us, dearest
Maharaja, we won’t be bothered by that, as long as you know that we are
existing to serve you, our spiritual masters, and Srila Prabhupada—that is
our only hope.
 
Our only desire is that we may never be the cause of anyone pointing a
finger at you or our spiritual masters. Rather, our meditation, prayer, and
purpose of life is that we may be used as humble instruments to increase
all of your fame and glory all over the three worlds—ebe yasa ghusuk tri-
bhuvana.
 
We pray and beg you to allow us to participate in the glorious mission of
Srila Prabhupada, which you hold so dear to your heart. All glories to
you, dearest Maharaja!
 
Our dearest Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your appearance,



we beg at the lotus feet of Mahabhava Svarupini Srimati Radha
Thakurani to continue to keep you in Her loving shelter and protection.
 
For whatever little our prayers may be worth, we intensely pray for you
every day, begging Lord Nrsimhadeva that may you continue to stay in
His transcendental protection and shelter, and remain in the best of
health.
 
We beg for your forgiveness, dearly beloved Maharaja, for any offenses
committed by us knowingly or unknowingly. We can only pray and beg
you to allow us to participate in this glorious Sankirtana Mission, which
you hold so dear to your heart.
 
Please allow us to remain as particles of dust at your lotus feet. We
humbly beg for your blessings to be able to continue and increase our
services for the pleasure of all the Vaishnavas, yourself, our spiritual
masters, Srila Prabhupada, and the entire guru-parampara.
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we beg at your lotus feet
to mercifully allow us to remain engaged in your service, for your
pleasure, eternally.
 
With deep, heartfelt gratitude,
Your siksa son and daughter,
Advaita Chandra dasa (RNS) and Kalasudha dasi (JPS)
Houston
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
It’s just been two years, but feels like you have been my father for the past
several millenniums. I would like to share two dreams that I experienced



recently.
 
I was walking with you by the beach as a part of our regular morning japa
walks. The only difference was that we were walking in opposite
directions, and while we were about to cross our paths, you called me.
You said, “Don’t walk by yourself. Go back and walk with Tamal Krishna
Goswami.” I think it was back in those days and I still have that visual in
front of me so strong. Thereafter, I went back and Tamal Krishna
Maharaja just vanished while walking along with me in my dream.
 
The second one was just a week ago. I was assisting Srila Prabhupada. He
was sitting on a couch in one of his disciple’s homes. He was preaching
and convincing his disciple’s immediate relatives, and I was quietly
listening, and trying to learn the power of preaching at its peak.
 
Usually I tend to forget dreams, but somehow these two have been
imprinted in my mind. It’s only by your blessings and guidance that I am
what I am today. The only instruction that my heart and mind direct me
now is to serve your lotus feet and in fact that’s my only source of
happiness.
 
Unfortunately, we all are stuck in the pandemic situation where I am
unable to serve you in person, but my greatest achievement within the
last five months is my uninterrupted service to Sri Sri Rukmini-
Dwarkadish at the Los Angeles temple almost everyday by your mercy,
and to add to it, I have been explicitly living on raja-bhoga and maha-
prasada for all my meals in a day since that time.
 
This has been possible only through the umbrella of your association that
you have covered me with, though this separation is very saddening.
 
I intend to continue this journey under your support and protection
forever in every life, and NOT expect success, so that my desire to serve
you does not end EVER, thereby being more greedy for the spiritual
nectar from the dust of your lotus feet.
 



My only desire going forward is to keep serving you no matter what
condition I am in, and stay in transcendence in any situation.
 
I cannot thank you enough for your existence in my life.
 
Your servant,
Bhakta Amar Patil
Los Angeles
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisance unto your lotus
feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
On this auspicious occasion of your appearance day, I pray to Lord Sri
Nrsimhadeva for your good health, happiness, and protection. I am very
thankful to those who gave me this opportunity to glorify you today. This
occasion is not only a celebration of your birth; it is also a celebration of
your life that you have dedicated, a sacrifice that you have made, and a
service that you have rendered to your spiritual master Srila Prabhupada
in his movement.
 
Guru Maharaja, I can neither write big words nor mention any verses or
quotes from the scriptures. With few simple words, I am only making an
effort to express my appreciation for all the blessings that you have
showered upon me. I admit that I face difficulties sometimes trying to
find the right words to express how fortunate and grateful I am to have
found a shelter at the dust of your lotus feet. It is truly a mercy from our
dear Srila Prabhupada and guru-parampara.
 
You exemplify all the good qualities that a perfect sadhu has. One of the
qualities, a determination to serve Srila Prabhupada regardless of the
circumstances, has inspired me to ignore the externals and focus on the
purpose. For example, on my visit to Mayapur a few years ago, we were



given a room that was narrowly in a good condition. Later in the evening,
we noticed that there were other living beings crawling on the wall.
Seeing that, I screamed. I complained and demanded to have the room
changed right away. Then, while waiting, I thought of you, your
condition, and all those similar situations that you had to face during
your early days in India. That thought quickly made me realize that we
should be determined to focus on our purpose regardless of other external
physical situations. Then I decided not to change the room.
 
There are many blessings that I am grateful to you for. You woke me up
from my deep sleep, a sleep of total ignorance. You made me more stable
in my sadhana-bhakti. You encouraged me to wake up at 4:00 a.m. You
inspired me to be a serious chanter, especially after the online japa sanga
started. You recommended to me not to take meals that are cooked in a
nonvegetarian kitchen, and you made me walk more steadily on the path
of bhakti-yoga that Srila Prabhupada has paved for us. The one thing
that keeps me going is your way of communicating with us. Every piece of
your communication is with such a personal touch that it makes me feel
that I am never separated from you. I truly am indebted to you for all
your divine instructions, your support, and guidance that have truly
impacted many aspects of my life. Please accept my sincere gratitude that
I humbly offer to you on this auspicious day.
 
May Sri Sri Radha-Madana-mohana continue to shower Their blessings
upon you with more Krishna consciousness, good health, and tons of
happiness.
 
Happy birthday! Happy Vyasa-puja 2020! Hare Krishna!
 
Your humble servant,
Amrita Gopi dasi
Washington DC
 

* * *
 
My dear Srila Gurudeva, my Spiritual Father,



 
First of all, please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
In celebration of your Vyasa-puja, we meet to glorify the spiritual master.
The transcendental knowledge passed down from Srila Vyasadeva is
coming from spiritual master to follower, and you pass it down to your
disciple. On your Vyasa-puja day, I pray to Lord Krishna for a long and
healthy life for you.
 
It is said that spiritual life begins when one takes shelter at the lotus feet
of the spiritual master. Five years ago unexpected changes happened in
my life. My husband departed untimely and as a result I lost my self-
control. I could not fill the vacancy our children experienced in the
absence of their father, and I hid myself from them. Merciful Lord
Krishna quickly brought me near to His dhama, and some of His kind
devotees helped me to rise in spirit. Soon after, Lord Krishna connected
me to my spiritual father as I had desired. I do not have any words to
express the joy in my heart when you accepted me and offered shelter at
your lotus feet. Your assurance, “Anima, you are not alone,” helped to
overcome lots of sorrow in my heart.
 
Every day I look forward to chanting the maha-mantra in your
association online, which enlightens my day.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, please guide this fallen soul so that I can stay
focused and progress in my spiritual journey by holding my spiritual
father’s hand.
 
We deeply miss your association among us in Houston. In addition, I miss
my initiation you were planning during your visit in August. We all look
forward to having you in Houston soon.
 
Your servant,
Bhaktin Anima Bose
Houston



 
* * *

 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Wish you a very happy and auspicious Vyasa-puja.
 
Guru Maharaja, I have been trying to write down my offering for quite a
while now, but have been unable to put it into words. Please accept my
humble offering and forgive me for my shortcomings.
 
Guru Maharaja, How do I explain the hope you gave me when I could not
see any light at the end of the day, so simply thank you for that hope.
How do I put into words the strength you gave me when I stumbled, so
simply thank you for the strength. How can I put into words the
inspiration you gave me when I needed it the most, so simply thank you
for the inspiration. You have been with me every step of the way, so
simply put, thank you for always being there.
 
Yours aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Anuradha Puneria
Columbus, Ohio
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the auspicious occasion
of your appearance in this world.
 
After hearing the sublime glories of Srila Prabhupada recently at his
Vyasa-puja, I couldn’t help but think that you are the kind, dutiful, and
exemplary son of a kind, dutiful, and exemplary father. Especially in this



time of uncertainty, you are setting the example for us by keeping
yourself safe, sheltering in place with the same team of devotees for many
months, and taking the opportunity to absorb yourself in writing. At the
same time, you find ways to meet the needs of the devotees around the
world by making yourself fully accessible online, speaking sometimes for
hours on Zoom. In these sessions, you never seem rushed but appear to
have all the time in the world for us, and you are so gracious that you stay
on until every last devotee has a chance to say goodbye.
 
Your daily live-streamed japa sessions, which you have been doing
continuously for two whole years now, have been like a lifeline for so
many, including me. Some days I struggle with my japa and then, at the
end of my day, when you come online at 8:30 p.m., I tune in to your
chanting, and it immediately helps me to focus. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja, for being so generous in giving your association. I deeply
appreciate that although japa is your personal time with Krishna, you are
willing to share that intimate time with all of us too.
 
Lately, I have been meditating on the fact that your appearance day is
just six days away from Lalita Sasti, the divine appearance of Lalita Devi,
and you gave me the name Anuradha dasi, which means the servant of
Lalita. In the pastimes of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Lalita comes as
Svarupa Damodara who is so intimately connected to the Lord that he
helps Him understand His own mind and His mission in this world. Even
before I was initiated, Kirtida, a disciple of Tamal Krishna Goswami, both
of whom were very dear to you, would take me to Ucchagaon in Vraja.
Once, as she was describing the transcendental qualities of Lalita Devi, it
struck me that you are a representative of those same characteristics.
Lalita Devi is expert in engaging devotees in the service of Srimati
Radharani. She is always eagerly looking for souls who are willing to
serve, and she facilitates their service in such a wonderful way. As such,
she is the most exalted sankirtana devotee.
 
In the Lalita-astakam (verse 7), Srila Rupa Goswami glorifies Lalita Devi,
saying, “I offer obeisances unto the supremely charming Sri Lalita-devi,
the treasure house of all good qualities. Upon seeing any young maiden



anywhere in Vraja and discerning that she is inclined towards her priya-
sakhi Srimati Radhika, Lalita immediately tells Radha that She must
accept this person in Her own party. Radha obeys Lalita, who thus fulfills
that soul’s desires.”
 
In the same way, Guru Maharaja, you are fulfilling our heart’s desires by
facilitating our service to the Lord. You are expert in finding appropriate
and inspiring engagements for each devotee. For myself, when you
perceived a fault finding propensity in me, you engaged me in
proofreading your books so I could engage this destructive tendency in a
positive way and sublimate it. You gave me many opportunities to be
selfless, encouraging me to stay back from programs so that other
devotees could go. Like this, you tried to bring out that Lalita Devi mood
in me—the mood of putting others first, focusing on their needs, and
facilitating them in coming closer to guru and Krishna.
 
Another thing I appreciate is that you never give up on us. No matter
how many times we fall and get back up, you always look at us with love
and acceptance, like a loving parent encouraging a small child in learning
to walk on her own two feet. Understanding that the support we need to
pull ourselves back up and to stand strongly in Krishna consciousness is
the holy name, you try to connect us again to Krishna through chanting.
This is also what Lalita is doing, getting everyone to chant Radha-
Krishna and serve Radha-Krishna.
 
You are a perfect representative of Srila Vyasadeva in giving
transcendental knowledge, the perfect disciple of Srila Prabhupada in
your magnanimity in spreading Krishna consciousness, and the perfect
spiritual father in your loving care for all those who take shelter of you.
You also set a good example of how we should take care of ourselves.
When leaders in our movement like Tamal Krishna Maharaja, Bhakti
Tirtha Maharaja, and most recently, Bhakti Charu Maharaja, left this
world, I turned to you in fear, and you always assured me that you are not
taking unnecessary risks. You are doing everything in your power to
maintain your health so that you can go on serving the instructions of
Srila Prabhupada and go on engaging everyone in the service of Radha



and Krishna, as Lalita Devi does.
 
Although I am unqualified, and I make so many mistakes, I beg you to go
on engaging me in your service. In The Nectar of Devotion, Chapter 18,
Srila Rupa Goswami writes, “I have no love for Krishna, nor for the
causes of developing love of Krishna—namely, hearing and chanting.
And the process of bhakti-yoga, by which one is always thinking of
Krishna and fixing His lotus feet in the heart, is also lacking in me. As far
as philosophical knowledge or pious works are concerned, I don’t see any
opportunity for me to execute such activities. But above all, I am not
even born of a nice family. Therefore I must simply pray to You,
Gopijana-vallabha (Krishna, maintainer and beloved of the gopis). I
simply wish and hope that some way or other I may be able to approach
Your lotus feet, and this hope is giving me pain because I think myself
quite incompetent to approach that transcendental goal of life.”
 
Despite my deficiencies, Guru Maharaja, you always accept me. There is a
quote that, “Home is the place where you can never be turned away.” You
are my home. You are the shelter that I run to in troubled times and feel
safe. You are the person who never turns me away, but always welcomes
me with affection and grace. May I continue to live and serve under the
shelter of your lotus feet both now and forever.
 
Your servant,
Anuradha dasi
New Vrindaban
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your dearmost
Gurudeva, His Divine Grace, Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on the
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
I am eternally indebted to you for your merciful corrections and



guidance. I can never repay you for prying my eyes open with the crowbar
of knowledge. I am grateful for that debt, and it is joyfully taken on. You
have mercifully tolerated and guided me when I’ve acted like a rascal and
a jerk. When I have questions now, whether I tell you directly or not, you
seem to bring the answers to me miraculously, through the words of
another devotee, through Prabhupada’s writings, or even through my
heart. This has increased my faith immensely.
 
In March, we were challenged like so many others to find direction
amidst the social and biological disease called COVID-19. But you kept
chanting every day with a small and amazing support staff, you still do
back to back Zoom meetings, and you keep us aligned with our spiritual
path.
 
For me, COVID has been challenging, and mostly a blessing. I am
reminded of the story you tell of the wise Chinese farmer. There is so
much that we could say is “bad” about these times, but look at how much
ISKCON has flourished! We have found Zoom is the golden opportunity
in this age, where we don’t have to spend all this time and money to
shuttle devotees around to have great association, though we sincerely
miss that. So our little sanga on the frontier here in Maui went from
doing gatherings every other Sunday at our home, to doing three Japa
Zoom meetings with Mahatma Prabhu every week (with your japa session
playing at the same time), plus every Wednesday and Sunday having
kirtan, guest speakers, and discussions via Zoom. Once or twice a month
we sneak over to the beach to do harinama and distribute prasada, and
about twice a month I distribute pizza prasada out of our garage. By your
mercy only our association has increased, our japa has improved, and the
devotees we are cultivating are becoming more enthusiastic and steady.
 
I want to share one story of your mercy. You have taught me how to cry.
When I first was associating with the devotees, my wife at the time, to
make a long story short, moved to LA to help her dying father, had an
affair, came back, we tried to sort things out, and she said we could work
things out as long as I gave up Krishna consciousness. That night I cried
harder and longer than I had ever cried before. The only thing that



stopped the crying was chanting. But when I first came to serve you, I
cried even more out of utter gratitude. I was so thankful to be serving
you, and to be in the association of advanced devotees, and to be in the
beautiful temple in Dallas. Those first couple of days were the deepest,
most profound tears of my life. You taught me to cry that way, and I am
eternally grateful to you for that.
 
Please forgive me for all the offenses, roughshod rascaldom, terrible
service, and thoughtlessness as you carefully, craftily, patiently guided
me, corrected me, and loved me anyway. I am indeed blessed to have you
as my eternal master.
 
With all my heart, thank you, thank you, thank you.
 
Your meagre and humble servant,
Balabhadra dasa
Hawaii
 

* * *
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet! All
glories to Srila Prabhupada and his beloved devotees!
 
You quote a talk by Srila Prabhupada in Los Angeles often, in which he
said, “In order to approach Radha and Krishna we must get the mercy of
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, and in order to get Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s
mercy we must get Nityananda Prabhu’s mercy, and in order to get
Nityananda Prabhu’s mercy we have to approach people like Jagai and
Madhai.”
 
Srila Prabhupada urged his followers to preach. It is by preaching that
one gets the qualification to enter Vrindavan—namely freedom from
material desires by getting the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu. Therefore
preaching is an intrinsic and essential element within Gaudiya
Vaishnavism.



 
Srila Prabhupada, as a perfect devotee, demonstrated this point perfectly
—namely how to preach perfectly by following in the footsteps of our
previous perfect authorities.
 
Srila Prabhupada was interested in making moons, as he once said in a
morning walk in Bombay:
 
“Tell all these bogus incarnations to come to me, I will kick them in the
face! I don’t care if I have one disciple—what’s the use of so many foolish
disciples—all I want is one moon, if one man understands clearly and
becomes fully Krishna conscious he can deliver the whole world.”
 
The spiritual master is said to be the representative of Nityananda
Prabhu. There is a great need for Nityananda Prabhu-like devotees, and
you’re one of them, for it is by your association, following in your mood of
mercy, that Jagai and Madhai and Surpanakha-like people become lovers
of Krishna—mad after Krishna!
 
We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for surrendering your life to
Srila Prabhupada and for being a representative of Nityananda Prabhu—
mercy personified.
 
As for me, I am but an insignificant soul, an insignificant disciple with an
(it seems) infinite amount of spiritual retardation.
 
What can I do?
 
Although within the depths of my consciousness I desire to progress, to
preach, and to be a worthy disciple. Please bless me to share the mercy of
Nityananda Prabhu, although in many ways I’m handicapped, blind (the
list goes on . . .).
 
Please forgive my shortcomings and uplift me more and more so I can
preach boldly all over the world—in service to you, Srila Prabhupada and
the devotees. On this, your holy appearance, I wish to tell you I love you.



 
Seeking your blessings, hoping to be of service, and to please you more
and more in service to our parampara.
 
Happy appearance day! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! Hare Krishna.
 
One of your spiritual sons,
Balarama dasa
San Diego
 

* * *
 

My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my koti, koti, koti ad infinitum dandavat pranamas and
humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Holiness! All
glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindubhya eva ca a
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

 
hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare

 
Hare Krishna, Maharaja!
 
Happy birthday and many happy returns of the day! It is with great joy,



love, and reverence that I am presenting to you this offering on your
auspicious Vyasa-puja. Every year at this time I get to refresh and reflect
on your instructions. It also allows me to formally thank and praise you. I
fondly reminisce about the times that we spent together and the
opportunities that were presented to me to serve Your Holiness.
 
The title of my offering this year is Why Me? WHY ME?
 
Human nature is such that we ask ourselves this question when
something negative hits us in the face, but we never ask this question
when something good happens to us! So, as I got to thinking about what
to say today, it hit me that there were essentially three contributing
factors to my being here today in your company: (1) satsanga, or devotee
association, (2) grantha, or scripture, and (3), guru, or teacher.
 
As you are aware, before meeting you or actively associating with
devotees, I started my association with Srila Prabhupada in his vani after
a devotee in Saint Louis gave me Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It
Is. This triggered in me an interest to understand Srila Prabhupada’s
message and Krishna consciousness. It took nearly seven years of regular
association with Srila Prabhupada through his books before the desire to
visit an ISKCON temple or associate intimately with devotees
manifested in my heart. When I finally woke from my stupor, I decided to
visit New Navadvipa Dhama in Honolulu in April 2005. A devotee there
gave me my first set of chanting beads and beadbag and presented to me
Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta.
 
After receiving these gifts, I put on hold my reading of the Srimad-
Bhagavatam Canto Seven and started reading Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta,
compiled by His Holiness Satsvarupa Das Goswami. The section that
describes the struggle to build a temple in Juhu, Bombay, and the topic of
your new book captivated me very much. I was especially inspired by your
efforts and the trust and confidence Srila Prabhupada reposed in you,
and a desire to meet you rose in my heart. Unbeknown to me, my wish
was to be fulfilled soon thereafter.
 



After my visit to New Navadvipa Dhama and by the mercy of Panca-
tattva and devotees there, I decided to visit New Dwaraka in LA and join
the Srila Prabhupada festival. At that time I met more devotees and was
fortunate to get the association of Rupanuga Prabhu, Premanjana Mataji,
and their lovely daughters from Irvine, CA. After learning from me that
I was reading Srila Prabhupada’s books and of my interest in Sri Sri
Radha Krishna, they suggested that my family and I meet with their Guru
Maharaja, Bhakti Charu Swami.
 
Maharaja was visiting the US from India and was scheduled to be in LA
for Janmashtami. They agreed to make the necessary introductions at
that time. So, the day before Janmashtami, we drove from the Bay Area
to LA to join in the celebrations and to meet with Bhakti Charu Swami
Maharaja.
 
On Janmashtami 2005 at about 11 AM, Rupanuga Prabhu and my family
went to the sannyasi ashram, or the guest quarters that accommodate
visitors at the LA temple. We were ushered in and took our seats in the
living room. Shortly thereafter Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja,
accompanied by Your Holiness, appeared from inside and took your seats
before us. After Rupanuga Prabhu made the introductions, I gave a short
description of my family background and shared with you how I received
Srila Prabhupada’s Srimad Bhagavad-gita. I also shared with you and
Maharaja how reading Bhagavad-gita As It Is triggered my interest in
reading Srila Prabhupada’s books and in Krishna consciousness.
 
I vividly remember how ebullient, cheerful, enthusiastic, and vocal
Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja was, and how quiet but very observant
you were. During our conversation, I mentioned that Srila Prabhupada
repeatedly says—insists—that one who is serious about pursuing Krishna
consciousness must seek the help from a guru, who is in line with a bona
fide Vaishnava sampradaya and guru-parampara. I evinced interest in
seeking out such a guru but also shared my confusion, as my family
already has a guru in India. It was then that Bhakti Charu Swami
Maharaja gave me my first lesson, that one can have many siksa-gurus,
and clarified my doubts and confusion. He then turned to you and



suggested that perhaps you could guide me, as you were physically closer
to me. You, Maharaja, readily agreed, and we shared our contact
information, and, as they say, the rest is history. For me, my eternal
association with you began on that day in LA on Janmashtami. This
relationship was formalized on Balarama-purnima 2011 in San Jose, when
you accepted me as your servant.
 
So, on this auspicious Vyasa-puja celebration, I would like to share with
you without exaggeration my eternal gratitude and indebtedness to Your
Holiness for accepting me as your servant and for granting me a place at
your lotus feet. I am grateful for your association, and I eagerly look
forward to seeing you daily on my altar. During these troubled times, I am
also happy to see you on Facebook as you chant your rounds, and on
YouTube and Zoom as you share your wisdom. I especially look forward to
receiving your boundless wisdom via regular emails.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for your instructions and guidance. I am truly
amazed and inspired by your humbleness, quiet demeanor, attention to
detail in everything that you say and do, and also by how you address and
interact with your godbrothers, godsisters, disciples, other Vaishnavas,
and people in general. I am also inspired by how you manage your time
and how well organized you are. I am especially appreciative of how you
promptly respond to my foolish questions, despite your many
responsibilities. So, thank you for showing me by example how to live in
this material world.
 
I would be remiss if I did not share with you my gratitude and
indebtedness to a great Vaishnava devotee and bona fide guru, your dear
godbrother and Srila Prabhupada’s close disciple and servant, His
Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja. If Maharaja had not petitioned
you on that Janmashtami day in 2005, to guide me in my Krishna
consciousness, I would not be here with you today in this august assembly
of devotees. I never got the opportunity to thank Bhakti Charu Swami
Maharaja in person for his mercy, and for this I am very sorry. So, in your
presence, I offer to Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja my koti, koti, koti ad
infinitum dandavat pranamas and humble obeisances at his lotus feet. His



association in vapuh form is greatly missed.
 
I would also like to thank and offer my humble obeisances to Rupanuga
Prabhu and Premanjana Mataji, two good devotees, for taking the
initiative to help me find my eternal spiritual master. It is true that only
by the grace of a Vaishnava can one reestablish one’s relationship with
Krishna and be saved from the pangs of material misery. I am living proof
of this. So, this is how the three factors (1) satsanga, or devotee
association, (2) grantha, or scripture, and (3), guru, or teacher, have
brought me to you and Krishna.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, once again for your guidance and for tolerating my
foolishness. I pray to Srila Prabhupada, Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and Sri Sri
Radha-Krishna to grant you a long, healthy life and many more years of
your association.
 
Your eternal servant,
Balaram Chandra dasa
Phoenix, Arizona
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Dandavat-pranamas. Please accept my most humble obeisances at your
lotus feet. All glories, all glories to you on your seventy-third Vyasa-puja
day.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am always praying for you to Lord Krishna for your
good health. Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja, for giving us the
opportunity to glorify you on your Vyasa-puja day.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are a pure confidential servant of Srila Prabhuapada
and Lord Krishna. You are humorous, sweet, and sublime. Your kindness
and enthusiasm are boundless. You are very expert and forgiving.
 



Guru Maharaja, I am so blessed to get the opportunity to serve you. By
serving you, I feel blissful. By your mercy, Guru Maharaja, I got the seed
of bhakti.
 
I seek your blessing so I may continue to serve your lotus feet, life after
life. Please bless me so I may continue serving devotees, Srila Prabhupada,
and Sri Sri Radha-Nila-Madhava.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for inspiring and encouraging me to serve
Vaishnavas.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are a great spiritual master and accomplished in
Vedic knowledge. May your glories be spread all over the three worlds.
Ebe jasa ghusuk tribhuvana.
 
Thank you very much. Hare Krishna.
 
Your eternal servant,
Barsanarani devi dasi
Houston
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most heartfelt and humble obeisances at the dust of
your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace, and all glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
This year, I wanted to explain why you are my perfect master.
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Srila Giriraj
Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His



lotus feet.”
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
him.”
 
Before I was blessed with your shelter, I was certainly in ignorance of my
true self and the goal of life. You kindly opened your arms and welcomed
me into the transcendental family of Krishna consciousness, and for that
I am eternally grateful and indebted to you.
 
Now, what is a spiritual master, and why are you perfectly mine? The
Nectar of Instruction describes the qualification of a spiritual master. He
is an uttama-adhikari and can control the six urges. An uttama-adhikari is
one who is self-realized, free from anarthas, and is always engaged in pure,
unalloyed devotional service. He also follows the regulative principles,
does not criticize or offend, and can convert many people to the process
of Krishna consciousness. By observing your legacy in devotional service,
anyone can see how you embody these qualities. From the way you
expertly present the philosophy of Krishna consciousness, as in The
Nectar of Devotion series of lectures in Vrindavan, drawing on the
teachings of the previous acharyas, I am firmly convinced that you are
self-realized. From your sincere endeavor to please your spiritual master’s
desire to have a temple built for Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, I know that
you were, and are, always engaged in pure, unalloyed devotional service.
And judging from your many exalted disciples and well-wishers, you are
more than capable of converting many people to the process of Krishna
consciousness.
 
The Nectar of Devotion states the first three preliminary items in bhakti.
First, the acceptance of the shelter of a spiritual master. By accepting a
spiritual master, one has access to the other items of devotional service. I
knew from the moment I met you that because you had such a strong



faith in Srila Prabhupada, I would be safe and protected under your
expert guidance and shelter. The second essential item is to take
initiation. By taking initiation one learns that he is the eternal servant of
Krishna. My initiation was unexpected. Last December, I had planned
only to observe an initiation ceremony which was already planned for
someone else. By the mercy of my godfamily, significant among them
being Krsangi dasi, who was my well-wisher from the beginning, Damodar
dasa, who asked on my behalf if you would initiate me (the day of), and
Kuntidevi dasi, who so kindly made arrangements at the last second for
my initiation. Since it seemed as though Krishna personally intervened
that day to give me shelter at His devotee’s lotus feet, by taking my vows I
felt a strong realization that I was and always will be an eternal servant of
you, Srila Prabhupada, and Krishna. And third, by serving the spiritual
master one learns to apply one’s knowledge, and gains realizations by
serving Krishna’s representative. This is perhaps the most perplexing of
them all. I had expressed my desire to serve you when you travel to India,
shortly after my initiation on Lord Nityananda’s appearance day, and you
said that I should learn how to serve you here first, and that there was a
need for a servant for six days. I pulled so many strings and begged so
many devotees to cover my service and allow me to come for that short
time, because I knew it was a rare opportunity. Now, by what some people
call a curse, but I am calling a blessing (COVID-19), those six days have
turned into six months. I also feel that I am able to render much more
intimate service and have more association here than if I would have
gone to India.
 
Serving you has been the single most impactful experience I have ever
had in my life. I have learned so much about myself, about devotional
service, and what it means to put guru and Krishna in the center of my
life. I will share some memories of my time here that describes your
exalted nature and how your association has strengthened my devotion.
In the first few weeks of being here, we went on a drive in the late
afternoon. You had kindly asked me if I had any preference as to where I
would like to go. I was not at all familiar with the area at that time, so I
just said, “Maybe a country road with some trees.” Immediately, you told
me to make a right turn. To my surprise, I was greeted with the most



beautiful stretch of road and hundreds of tall, green trees. At that
moment I realized the meaning of vancha-kalpataru, that the pure
devotee is like a desire tree. Although you are self-satisfied, you
reciprocated with my desire just to increase my devotion. Another time,
we were having a japa walk on a trail that had a stream running through
it. I crossed, and put my arm out to “help” you across. You grabbed my
arm and thanked me. I was reminded of Krishna’s pastimes of wrestling
with the gopas, how He would let them win and carry them on His back.
You are independent and free to act as you desire, but just to reciprocate
loving feelings with your devotee, you sometimes act as though you are
dependent on them in order to bring out their love for you. Other times
you will joke with me, or ask for my opinion on a particular matter. There
are many, many more instances that have been inconceivable, and I
cannot properly describe them, so I hope these words will be sufficient to
offer to you.
 
The Nectar of Devotion also lists the five most potent forms of devotional
service, which you have so mercifully engaged me in. First, deity worship,
which makes one indifferent to the material world. Although I am not
qualified to worship the deity, by your mercy I get the great pleasure of
waking the Deities, offering all of our bhoga to Them, and putting Them
to rest each day. Secondly, hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam, which makes one
deride liberation. It is described that Srimad-Bhagavatam is the ripened
fruit on the tree of Vedic wisdom; therefore, it must be carefully handed
down (by parampara) to preserve its sweetness. When such fruit is
touched by the beak of a parrot (an advanced devotee), the fruit becomes
sweeter. Your Bhagavatam lectures are like a glimpse into the spiritual
world. You are a true Prabhupadanuga, presenting the philosophy of
Krishna consciousness in a way that is so palpable and enjoyable. The
third item is sadhu-sanga. Like a crystal stone reflects the image of
whatever is near, the heart will reflect what we associate with. So by
associating with you, a flower-like devotee, my heart may eventually
become clear. Fourth is hari-nama-sankirtana, which makes one lose the
desire for material enjoyment. Your kirtan is so sweet and meditative that
it nearly (and sometimes) brings me to tears, hearing your devotion and
concentration on each holy name of Krishna. Last is living in Mathura,



which evokes devotional ecstasy and realization of one’s svarupa-siddhi.
Although we do not live in Mathura, the names, forms, and pastimes of
Krishna are fully present at your ashram through the Deities, books, japa,
and your consciousness, always being absorbed in the mood of Vrindavan.
 
I also wanted to enumerate your saintly qualities, and how they are
characteristics of one who is in bhava and prema. First, one utilizes all of
his time in devotional service. Every second of every day, you are engaged
in chanting, hearing, and serving your spiritual master by bringing your
disciples closer to him and Krishna. Next, you are reserved and tolerant.
You only speak the truth and only at necessary times. Third, you are
detached from material attraction. You only possess that which is needed
to engage in devotional service, and accept only things that can be used
in relation to Krishna. Fourth, you are without pride. You are the
kindest, most humble man I know, and my false ego is pierced just by
observing your humility. Fifth, you are certain that Krishna will bestow
His mercy upon you. Although you may appear to have so many health
complications, you remain completely dependent on Krishna in all
respects. Next, you are eager to serve the Lord faithfully. You cannot wait
to start your japa in the morning in the association of your disciples and
well-wishers. This brings me to the next point, which is that you are
attached to chanting. In addition to chanting, you are eager to describe
the qualities of the Lord. In your lectures, you will take hours of your own
time just to explain different aspects of Krishna consciousness to a
sincere devotee. Last, you have attraction for living in a place where
Krishna had His pastimes. Again, although we do not live in Vrindavan,
because you are a pure devotee, tirthi-kurvanti tirthani, you are the holy
places personified. I know these qualities are genuine, because they
cannot be imitated or concealed. Prema is when that bhava softens the
heart completely, becomes endowed with a great feeling of possessiveness
in relation to the Lord, and becomes very much condensed and
intensified. Your heart is the most open, merciful, and giving heart.
Nothing can make you waver from your love for Srila Prabhupada and
Krishna. Srila Prabhupada said that you cannot give love of God if you do
not have it, and I am convinced beyond doubt that you can give me love
of God, if you so desire. Actually, that is my only hope to go back to



Godhead in this life. It is described that one can receive love of God in
various ways, but for me it can only be from hrdaya, the heartfelt
blessings of the Lord or His devotee. Just as Mrgari the hunter received
the mercy of Narada Muni and was purified of his sinful tendencies, I
hope to be a fit candidate for your mercy.
 
To conclude, I would like to offer you a prayer by Prahlada Maharaja
from Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.9.28).
 

evam janam nipatitam prabhavahi-kupe
kamabhikamam anu yah prapatan prasangat

krtvatmasat surarsina bhagavan grhitah
so ’ham katham nu visrje tava bhrtya-sevam

 
“My dear Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, because of my
association with material desires, one after another, I was gradually
falling into a blind well full of snakes, following the general populace. But
Your servant Narada Muni kindly accepted me as his disciple and
instructed me how to achieve this transcendental position. Therefore, my
first duty is to serve him. How could I leave his service?”
 
My perfect spiritual master, please consider me an insignificant speck of
dust at your lotus feet.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhakta Dasa
Carpinteria
 

* * *
 
O my glorious Lord,
 
On this very auspicious day of your appearance, please accept my humble
obeisances.
 
One might question why the devotees of the Supreme Lord worship the



spiritual master. The answer to this question is rooted in the identity of
the living entities in absolute terms. In the Bhagavad-gita (15.7) we find
the following information:
 
“The living entities in this conditioned world are My eternal fragmental
parts. Due to conditioned life, they are struggling very hard with the six
senses, which include the mind.”
 
At this point one could ask how the living entities have come to be in
that condition. In the purport to the Bhagavad-gita (3.37), Srila
Prabhupada says, “The Supreme Personality of Godhead expanded
Himself into many for His ever-increasing spiritual bliss, and the living
entities are parts and parcels of this spiritual bliss. They also have partial
independence, but by misuse of their independence, when the service
attitude is transformed into the propensity for sense enjoyment, they
come under the sway of lust. This material creation is created by the Lord
to give facility to the conditioned souls to fulfill these lustful propensities,
and when completely baffled by prolonged lustful activities, the living
entities begin to inquire about their real position.
 
“This inquiry is the beginning of the Vedanta-sutras, wherein it is said,
athato brahma-jijnasa: one should inquire into the Supreme.”
 
However, in the Bhagavad-gita (7.13), Lord Krishna says, “Deluded by the
three modes [goodness, passion and ignorance], the whole world does not
know Me, who am above the modes and inexhaustible.”
 
Purport: “The whole world is enchanted by three modes of material
nature. Those who are bewildered by these three modes cannot
understand that transcendental to this material nature is the Supreme
Lord, Krishna. In this material world everyone is under the influence of
these three gunas and is thus bewildered.”
 
So, one might question, how can the living entities inquire into the
Supreme when the material energy has put them into a state of
bewilderment concerning their true identity and their relationship with



the Supreme Lord?
 
To solve this dilemma, Lord Krishna advises (Gita 4.34), “Just try to learn
the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him
submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized souls can
impart knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth.”
 
Purport: “The path of spiritual realization is undoubtedly difficult. The
Lord therefore advises us to approach a bona fide spiritual master in the
line of disciplic succession from the Lord Himself. No one can be a bona
fide spiritual master without following this principle of disciplic
succession. The Lord is the original spiritual master, and a person in the
disciplic succession can convey the message of the Lord as it is to his
disciple. No one can be spiritually realized by manufacturing his own
process, as is the fashion of the foolish pretenders. The Bhagavatam
(6.3.19) says, dharmam tu saksad bhagavat-pranitam: the path of religion is
directly enunciated by the Lord. Therefore, mental speculation or dry
arguments cannot help lead one to the right path. Nor by independent
study of books of knowledge can one progress in spiritual life. One has to
approach a bona fide spiritual master to receive the knowledge. Such a
spiritual master should be accepted in full surrender, and one should
serve the spiritual master like a menial servant, without false prestige.
Satisfaction of the self-realized spiritual master is the secret of
advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission constitute the
proper combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there is
submission and service, inquiries from the learned spiritual master will
not be effective.
 
One must be able to pass the test of the spiritual master, and when he
sees the genuine desire of the disciple, he automatically blesses the
disciple with genuine spiritual understanding. In this verse, both blind
following and absurd inquiries are condemned. Not only should one hear
submissively from the spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service and inquiries. A bona
fide spiritual master is by nature very kind toward the disciple. Therefore
when the student is submissive and is always ready to render service, the



reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect.”
 
At this point one may question how a bona fide spiritual master can be
recognized. According to both sadhu and shastra, the qualification of the
bona fide spiritual master is that he is unshakable in his perception of
himself as the servant of Krishna. As a result of this, he is the transparent
via medium through which the Supreme Lord works to reclaim the fallen
conditioned souls. In this regard, in the purport to the Bhagavad-gita
(4.21), Srila Prabhupada says:
 
“A Krishna conscious person does not expect good or bad results in his
activities. His mind and intelligence are fully controlled. He knows that
because he is part and parcel of the Supreme, the part played by him, as a
part and parcel of the whole, is not his own activity but is only being
done through him by the Supreme. When the hand moves, it does not
move out of its own accord, but by the endeavor of the whole body. A
Krishna conscious person is always dovetailed with the supreme desire,
for he has no desire for personal sense gratification. He moves exactly
like a part of a machine. As a machine part requires oiling and cleaning
for maintenance, so a Krishna conscious man maintains himself by his
work just to remain fit for action in the transcendental loving service of
the Lord. He is therefore immune to all the reactions of his endeavors.
Like an animal, he has no proprietorship even over his own body. A cruel
proprietor of an animal sometimes kills the animal in his possession, yet
the animal does not protest. Nor does it have any real independence.”
 
So we can see here that, unlike a person under the spell of the material
energy, the bona fide spiritual master does not perceive of himself as an
independent actor. Rather, he feels that whatever he is doing is actually
being done by the Supreme Lord Krishna through him, and that he has
no independence.
 
In the Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila (1.46), Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja
quotes the following verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam: “One should know
the acharya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. One should
not envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the representative



of all the demigods.”
 
In the purport, Srila Prabhupada states, “Only out of His immense
compassion does the Personality of Godhead reveal Himself as the
spiritual master. Therefore in the dealings of an acharya there are no
activities but those of transcendental loving service to the Lord. He is the
Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead. It is worthwhile to take shelter
of such a steady devotee, who is called asraya-vigraha, or the
manifestation or form of the Lord of whom one must take shelter.
 
“If one poses himself as an acharya but does not have an attitude of
servitorship to the Lord, he must be considered an offender, and this
offensive attitude disqualifies him from being an acharya. The bona fide
spiritual master always engages in unalloyed devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. By this test he is known to be a direct
manifestation of the Lord and a genuine representative of Sri
Nityananda Prabhu. Such a spiritual master is known as acaryadeva.
Influenced by an envious temperament and dissatisfied because of an
attitude of sense gratification, mundaners criticize a real acharya. In fact,
however, a bona fide acharya is non different from the Personality of
Godhead, and therefore to envy such an acharya is to envy the
Personality of Godhead Himself. This will produce an effect subversive of
transcendental realization.
 
“As mentioned previously, a disciple should always respect the spiritual
master as a manifestation of Sri Krishna, but at the same time one should
always remember that a spiritual master is never authorized to imitate the
transcendental pastimes of the Lord. False spiritual masters pose
themselves as identical with Sri Krishna in every respect to exploit the
sentiments of their disciples, but such impersonalists can only mislead
their disciples, for their ultimate aim is to become one with the Lord.
This is against the principles of the devotional cult.
 
“The real Vedic philosophy is acintya-bhedabheda-tattva, which
establishes everything to be simultaneously one with and different from
the Personality of Godhead. Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami confirms



that this is the real position of a bona fide spiritual master and says that
one should always think of the spiritual master in terms of his intimate
relationship with Mukunda (Sri Krishna). Srila Jiva Gosvami, in his
Bhakti-sandarbha (213), has clearly explained that a pure devotee’s
observation of the spiritual master and Lord Siva as being one with the
Personality of Godhead exists in terms of their being very dear to the
Lord, not identical with Him in all respects. Following in the footsteps of
Srila Raghunatha dasa Gosvami and Srila Jiva Gosvami, later acharyas
like Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura have confirmed the same
truths. In his prayers to the spiritual master, Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thakura confirms that all the revealed scriptures accept the spiritual
master to be identical with the Personality of Godhead because he is a
very dear and confidential servant of the Lord. Gaudiya Vaisnavas
therefore worship Srila Gurudeva (the spiritual master) in the light of his
being the servitor of the Personality of Godhead. In all the ancient
literatures of devotional service and in the more recent songs of Srila
Narottama dasa Thakura, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura and other
unalloyed Vaisnavas, the spiritual master is always considered either one
of the confidential associates of Srimati Radharani or a manifested
representation of Srila Nityananda Prabhu.”
 
To say that the spiritual master is the most confidential servitor of the
Lord implies that the spiritual master is held in very high regard by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. The descriptor “most confidential”
indicates that the spiritual master is distinguished from others in that the
Lord trusts the spiritual master to do things that not everyone will be able
to do. To see how this is so, consider that in the purport to Bhagavad-gita
(3.41), Srila Prabhupada states:
 
“Lust is only the perverted reflection of the love of God which is natural
for every living entity. But if one is educated in Krishna consciousness
from the very beginning, that natural love of God cannot deteriorate into
lust. When love of God deteriorates into lust, it is very difficult to return
to the normal condition. Nonetheless, Krishna consciousness is so
powerful that even a late beginner can become a lover of God by
following the regulative principles of devotional service.”



 
Here we can see that the conditioned souls of this world are in a very
difficult predicament. Although by nature they are the servants of Lord
Krishna, because of their misuse of their independence, they are in a
state such that they are helplessly engaged in the service of lust. Because
this lust is the perverted reflection of their natural love of God, it is very,
very difficult for them to escape this brutal service. Although it is
difficult, it is not impossible. It is possible only by the mercy of the
spiritual master. The spiritual master is therefore distinguished and very
dear and confidential because he has to perform the very difficult task of
staying with the conditioned souls for whom he has accepted
responsibility until they obtain freedom from their horrible service to
lust, and this is something that an ordinary person simply cannot be
expected to do. In fact, one offense against the holy name is to consider
the spiritual master to be an ordinary person.
 
In Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.15), Lord Rsabhadeva instructs His sons:
 
“If one is serious about going back home, back to Godhead, he must
consider the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead the summum
bonum and chief aim of life. If he is a father instructing his sons, a
spiritual master instructing his disciples, or a king instructing his citizens,
he must instruct them as I have advised. Without being angry, he should
continue giving instructions, even if his disciple, son or citizen is
sometimes unable to follow his order.”
 
So sometimes, because of past sinful activities, a disciple may find
difficulty in following the order of the spiritual master. At that time, the
spiritual master may experience some external difficulty as well, because
he has accepted responsibility for the disciple. But because the spiritual
master is a real sadhu, he is nonetheless tolerant, merciful, and wishes the
disciple well. For this reason, the Supreme Lord Krishna regards him as
confidential and very dear.
 
In Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.7.44), Srila Sukadeva Goswami says, “It is said
that great personalities almost always accept voluntary suffering because



of the suffering of people in general. This is considered the highest
method of worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
present in everyone’s heart.”
 
Therefore, my glorious lord, I very humbly bow down before you on this
auspicious day of your appearance because by bowing down before you, I
am expressing my admiration for your achievement of the platform of
pure unalloyed service to the Supreme Lord Krishna. I realize that I am
no match for the material energy, and that instead I want to become like
you, and only accept Lord Sri Krishna as my Lord and master.
 
I realize that because Lord Sri Krishna is working directly through you, I
am totally dependent on you and you hold the keys to my existence. I am
expressing that all I really want in the core of my heart is to have a mind
that only thinks of your pleasure, and that the state of my ego always be
that of your unconditional servant.
 
I bow down and worship you again and again and again, millions upon
millions of times, and pray that you benedict me with the gift of pure
devotional service.
 
Hare Krishna!
Your servant,
Brahma Samhita dasa (TKG)
Round Rock, Texas
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you and Sri Gauranga.
 
In March of this year, COVID-19 brought so many new anxieties even
though I have been in the healthcare field for over a decade. Many scary
thoughts would brush across my mind, about getting sick, my loved ones



getting sick, and even death. I have always felt that you are so in tune
with your disciples’ thoughts, and right around the time when I was
having some anxiety, you reached out to me by phone and your kind
words and wishes were really so therapeutic for my worries.
 
Throughout the pandemic, Guru Maharaja, your chanting on Facebook
live, your countless emails, and your worldwide Zoom classes have been
such a solace and guidance to me and devotees around the world. When
serving you before the pandemic, I always felt that you gave so much of
your time to others. I would wonder when you had time for yourself.
During this pandemic, though, I now feel you are a superhero who spends
what seems like every hour of every day to help and guide devotees.
Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for being there for all of us all the
time.
 
Early in this pandemic, I thought of death as I would be taking care of
COVID-19 patients. Initially, I was scared of dying, as I knew I had so
much more spiritual progress to make. I did not want to come back to a
world that would certainly have more suffering. But then your picture on
my altar reminded me of something that provided me so much solace. I
know that in this lifetime I have been so fortunate to have your guidance
and shelter. Even if I died now, as long as I could come back as your
servant and follow your instructions and have your shelter, I knew I
would be fine. After that epiphany, I no longer had anxieties about dying
from COVID-19. I took care of my patients with much more focus and
purpose, as I knew that even if something happened to me, my Guru
Maharaja would always be with me.
 
This is all I need, Guru Maharaja. Your shelter will help me and all your
disciples get through all of life’s challenges as long as we listen to your
instructions wholeheartedly.
 
Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for always being there for us, even
at the expense of time for yourself. Your guidance and shelter are all I
need.
 



I love you.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Chaitanya Chandra dasa
Houston
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your service on this most
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
I have been very inspired by your qualities, especially humility,
compassion, and tolerance.
 

titiksavah karunikah
suhrdah sarva-dehinam
ajata-satravah santah

sadhavah sadhu-bhusanah
 
“The symptoms of a sadhu are that he is tolerant, merciful, and friendly
to all living entities. He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the
scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam
3.25.21)
 
I am particularly touched by your dedication to Srila Prabhupada and
personal inconveniences you tolerated for him.
 
I am an insignificant soul completely covered in maya. I feel very blessed
and fortunate to have your association—association of a pure devotee
which is like a downpour of rain from clouds in a forest covered with
blazing fire.



 
samsara-davanala-lidha-loka

tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy.
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual
master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing
fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.”
(Gurvastakam 1).
 
I am indebted to you for your mercy and blessings. By your grace, Srila
Prabhupada and Krishna have allowed me to chant a minimum of sixteen
rounds daily, follow the four regulative principles, and read regularly.
 
Your regular posts and instructions on chanting attentively has really
helped me to focus on my quality of chanting. By your mercy, Srila
Prabhupada and Krishna have allowed me to distribute books and
Krishna consciousness (in the COVID situation) to delivery drivers, taxi
drivers, family, and friends.
 
I pray for your continuous wonderful association and causeless mercy so
that an insignificant servant like me can render service to you and
remain loyal, determined, and dedicated to the mission of Prabhupada
under your soothing shelter.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Bhaktin Chandni
Los Angeles
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
“Your mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and enables the lame
to cross mountains.” (Surely, this describes me.) The potency of your
faith, generosity, and kindness brought me to the lotus feet of your divine
spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, who directly gave you the ever
beautiful lifeline of Krishna consciousness.
 
In my home, hanging on a golden block wall, there is an illuminated
giclee painting of Srila Prabhupada. His transcendent gaze is alive with
presence, and his presence holds me accountable to a higher taste. Srila
Prabhupada gave us a lifestyle and program that frees us from the
entangled modes. During this time of COVID, the proof of this is evident
as fear has no room to grow in the milieu of love.
 
Most dear Giriraj Maharaja, in one of my first letters to you, I wrote
(something like), “Will you be my perfect spiritual master?” And you
replied, “No, I cannot be that, but I will take you to him.” I am grateful
for the wisdom of disciplic succession. Especially now, during this time of
quarrel and hypocrisy, truth is rare, however, you embody the truth of
God’s love and mercy.
 
I will always be at your service in the service of His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada.
 
All glories to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga! Jaya sankirtana!
Your disciple,
 
Danakeli dasi
Tucson
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Simply the Best
 
Srila Prabhupada once stated that, “Giriraj is simple.”
 
In a talk in Melbourne on April 6, 1972, he said, “So this is the sign of
brahminical symptom. Titiksa arjava. Arjava means simplicity. A
brahmana is not supposed to be crooked and duplicitous. No. Simple. It is
said even if the enemy wants to know something from him, he will clearly
say, “It is this.” That is called simplicity.”
 
Srila Prabhupada helps us to understand what it means to be simple by
stating what the opposite qualities are—duplicitousness and crookedness.
In the dictionary, duplicitous is defined as “deceptive in words or action.”
A duplicitous person will say one thing, but actually have different words
in their heart. They will display a certain persona to the world, but
actually be an entirely different person on the inside.
 
By this definition, being simple means to speak, act, and feel from the
core of who one is—from the heart.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are so simple that you open your heart to everyone.
There is no duplicitousness in the way you deal with us. Your heart is full
of love for Srila Prabhupada, Lord Krishna, and all living entities. It
shines through your eyes, radiates from your face, and then fills the
hearts of those in your presence. There is no hidden agenda, no
enviousness, and no crookedness in the way you deal with us. Out of love,
you simply want us to be happy by advancing in Krishna consciousness.
Simplicity is such a glorious quality.
 
Srila Prabhupada also said that Krishna consciousness is simple for the
simple and complicated for the crooked. I am slowly coming to realize
how simple it is; I am happy when I am pleasing you, and following your
instructions, and miserable when I am not. Simple!



 
I want to be simple like you!
 
With love,
Your crooked disciple,
Damodar dasa
Krishna Farm, San Diego
 

* * *
Hare Krishna and dandavat-pranamas dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to Sri Sri Guru and
Gauranga! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada explained that Vyasa-puja is a day for
disciples to speak about and glorify their spiritual master. Therefore, I
would grab this auspicious opportunity to offer my heartfelt respects and
obeisances to you, and say a few words about you, your grace.
 
I am grateful to you that you have descended to this planet to take part
and enhance the sweetness of Srila Prabhupada’s lila in this world. You
have been sincerely and humbly serving Srila Prabhupada eternally, that
just by looking at you, one can only see the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, you are a divine personification of simplicity and humility.
Reading your pastimes in Lilamrta, I could feel your love and ecstasy in
serving Srila Prabhupada as his very intimate associate. I cannot stop
myself from either smiling like a madman or crying in learning how
beautifully, lovingly, and sweetly you have been a very important and
dear part of Srila Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, you have Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet, and in disciplic
succession, you have the mercy of Nitai, and thus you have the mercy of
Gauranga. Just as Krishna is all satisfied, being a surrendered servant of
Srila Prabhupada, you are also fully satisfied. However, I would want to
give you this conditioned soul (in your service) which is entrapped in this



material body.
 
Maharaja, I have heard your offering to one of the Srila Prabhupada’s
Vyasa-pujas, in which you mentioned that your service to Srila
Prabhupada is to bring conditioned souls to him. Please accept this
conditioned soul also in your service to Srila Prabhupada, all acharyas in
disciplic succession, Nitai and Gauranga.
 
Maharaja, I would not take much of your important time as there are
many people’s emails waiting for your lotus eyes to have its glance on.
 
Maharaja, I love you. :)
 
Your aspiring, hopeful servant,
Bhakta Darpan
Columbus, Ohio
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
You, my spiritual master, are the deliverer of the fallen souls. Your
merciful, gentle preaching and instruction never ceases to fill my heart
with joy, knowledge, and inspiration. For this and many other things, I
am eternally grateful and humbled.
 
I am fumbling to write something from my very depths of love for your



service to the devotees. On this eve of Sri Krishna Janmashtami, may my
meager desires to grow ever nearer to our sweet Lord fructify. And
foremost in my mind’s eye is the glow of affection you have bestowed on
all souls who have taken one small step towards Krishna consciousness.
From under your lotus feet, I beg for but one smile of blissful
acknowledgement. We are celebrating you, for your constant celebration
of Lord Chaitanya’s mission brings a state of graceful exuberance to all
around your presence.
 
Have mercy on us, dearest Guru Maharaja.
 
Your inconsiderate servant,
Dayal Nitai dasa
Houston

* * *
 
My dear Giriraj Swami,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
When I met you, my heart was cold and rotten. I didn’t believe in my
own ability to become someone capable of loving God, but you did. By
accepting me in my lowly position, you taught me to accept myself. You
told me, “Every saint has a past, and every sinner has a future.” You gave
me hope that no matter how dark and sinful my past was, there was
nothing I could say or do that would make you stop loving me.
 
Through lifetimes of repeated birth and death, I have finally understood
what it was I had been searching for in all the wrong places. It was you,
Guru Maharaja.
 
Sri-guru-carane rati, ei se uttama gati: “Attachment to his lotus feet is the
perfection that fulfills all desires.”
 
I was just a seed in a pot, dry and lonely. You picked me up, took me into
your arms, and watered me with your loving instructions. You sat there,



and although I was stubborn and slow to grow, you were tolerant and
patient. You provided me everything I needed.
 
My sweet, sweet gardener.
My spiritual master.
Krishna’s causeless mercy to me.
 
Living to please myself was meaningless. I craved a sense of purpose so
profound and I knew that to live to please you was the only way to attain
that purpose in life. Only you could pull me out of the ocean I was
drowning in, and teach me how to breathe through the holy names. Just
as Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura cried in his prayer, Ohe Vaisnava
Thakura:
 

ekaki amara, nahi paya bala
hari-nama-sankirtane

tumi krpa kori’, sraddha-bindu diya,
deho’ krsna-nama-dhane

 
krsna se tomara, krsna dite paro,

tomara sakati ache
ami to’ kangala, ‘krsna’ ‘krsna’ boli’,

dhai tava pache pache
 
“I do not find the strength to carry on alone the sankirtana of the holy
name of Hari. Please bless me by giving me just one drop of faith with
which to obtain the great treasure of the holy name of Krishna.
 
“Krishna is yours. You have the power to give Him to me. I am simply
your servant running behind you shouting, ‘Krishna! Krishna!’”
 
It is only by your mercy, I am able to get a glimpse of Krishna and His
magnificence, and taste the sweet nectar of His Name. By your example
alone, all my questions unspoken are answered. By your love and
surrender to Srila Prabhupada, you set the primary example of how a
disciple should follow in the footsteps of their guru. You have shown me



that my life should be a representation of my relationship with my
spiritual master. You have paved the path for me, now I must simply
follow.
 
Please bless me. Rid me of the qualities of Jagai and Madhai I carry, so I
may love and surrender to you just a fraction of how you love and
surrender to Srila Prabhupada. That will be the perfection of my life. I
pray I may never lose sight of your lotus feet, and that I continue to hang
on tightly. Please, Guru Maharaja, please bless me so I may never lose my
grip. You have given me the greatest fortune, the least I can do is give you
my life.
 
Your aspiring, ever-indebted servant,
Bhaktin Elena
Gainesville, Florida
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Swami,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Happy appearance day!
 
As I watched your Vyasa-puja yesterday, my eyes became filled with tears,
and my heart overflowed with ecstatic love for Your Holiness.
 
Through Radharani’s mercy, Krishna’s loving attention has been
bestowed upon you and your disciples.
 
Although I’m completely unqualified, I can only hope to garner a pinch
of Krishna’s mercy in some future lifetime, as you and your disciples have
so gracefully done.
 
May Srila Prabhupada’s vani live on forever!



 
By the loving mercy of Krishna, I sincerely strive to humbly serve your
lotus feet in this life and in all my future lifetimes.
 
All glories to Your Holiness!
 
Your loving eternal servant,
Bhakta Gary Sund
San Diego
Lakeside, California
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.
 
First of all, we would like to thank you so much for accepting me and my
wife, who are very insignificant souls, under the shelter of your lotus feet.
We also want to thank you for connecting us to Srila Prabhupada and the
Vaishnava parampara through initiation last year. We are feeling very
fortunate to be your disciples. For us, you have also filled the void of
biological fathers.
 
Last year, we were fortunate to be part of the celebration of your Vyasa-
puja at Radha-Kalachandji temple at Dallas. There were so many exalted
disciples from all over the USA, Africa, and as far as from India, who
attended the festival. Their offerings were so amazing, loving, and sweet.
This is reciprocation for your humility, simplicity, personal care, lifelong
service to Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON. We are hoping we will also
develop that kind of unflinching faith in you and serve you and
Prabhupada’s mission.
 
You are connecting with all of us through Facebook Japa Sanga at
different times of the day everyday. This tells how much unflinching



faith you have in the holy name and that you want us to follow it
sincerely. You do not want any of us left behind in this material world.
For this, koti koti pranamas, Maharaja!
 
On this auspicious occasion of your appearance day, we wish you a very
happy Vyasa-puja.
 
Your insignificant humble servants,
Divya Nama dasa, Manjari devi dasi and Diyan Pun and Devashish Pun
(Sanu)
Dallas
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble dandavat-pranamas. All glories to Srila
Gurudeva and Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja,
 
On this occasion of your seventy-third birthday, we wish you a wonderful
birthday. We wish that you always remain in good health.
 
Guru Maharaja, your dedication to continue serving Srila Prabhupada
inspires us a lot. Your patience and gentle behavior teaches us how to
always depend on Krishna. Your kind and humble dealings with other
devotees teaches us proper Vaishnava etiquette.
 
Please forgive us for all offenses we commit. We pray that we always
remain your faithful servants.
 
Thank you and sincerely,
Hema Gauranga dasa, Hemangi dasi, and Sachi
Dallas
 



* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja!
 
Listening to Vyasa-puja offerings over the past several meetings, I am
constantly reminded of your dedication to Srila Prabhupada’s movement
and the devotees in it. You selflessly give your time and attention to
everyone you meet and find new ways to make yourself available so we
can relish your association, for example, when over a year ago you started
sharing your intimate japa time with the whole world. Every day you take
the time to send out a text message to everyone to notify that you will be
starting japa. Then you take the time to properly position your camera,
followed by addressing everyone at the beginning, always with your
graceful smile. At the end of japa, you wish everyone a wonderful day. My
point in describing this is not only did you take on this service because of
a request, you do this service every single day with so much attention to
detail. Chanting with you on the sessions really feels like being with you
right in person, and I’m sure so many people feel the same way.
 
Another example of your making yourself available to everyone is how
you have adapted in the changing times and rather than travelling, you
made yourself more available for these Zoom meetings. You have made
yourself available for many communities that have lacked your physical
association in the past and given them hope and guidance in Krishna
consciousness. And here today was another example of your service,
where you have allowed us from all around the world to all glorify you
face-to-face in our first ever Zoom Vyasa-puja! You are amazing, Guru
Maharaja. You truly are Krishna’s gift to us and a wonderful father to
many, myself included.
 
Radhika and I truly missed being with you in April when we originally
booked our trip, but we hope that we will all be reunited in person soon.



Until then I hope to continue to listen to your online japa sessions and
join you in these Zoom sessions! Hope you have a wonderful Vyasa-puja
day!
 
Your dear servants,
Gauranga Chandra dasa and Radhika
Houston
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Today I am so happy to write an offering on your Vyasa-puja day. Guru
Maharaja, I don’t know how to write or how to express myself with fancy
words as other disciples do. Actually, I don’t have any qualifications, but
today I could proudly say that I love you so much, and nothing could
break the bond.
 
Your Divine Grace accepted me as your disciple even though I am so
fallen. Your Divine Grace created my good fortune and I am made by
your mercy.
 
Today I am happy in my spiritual life because you are with me all the
time to guide me in my Krishna consciousnesses.
 
Have a happy Vyasa-puja.
 
Please forgive me for any offenses caused knowingly and unknowingly at
your lotus feet.
 
Your servant,
Jahnava devi dasi
Potomac, Maryland



* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna! Please accept my most humble, prostrated obeisances. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada!
Hearing your disciples sing praises of your glories during this Vyasa-puja
time, I wondered what I had to offer. This past year has been challenging,
and a simple poem seemed woefully inadequate.
 
I was moved recently when I heard of one of your godbrother spiritual
masters who for his Vyasa-puja asked his disciples to glorify each other,
saying that would please him the most!
 
In that light, I will relate how sweet it is to have your aspiring disciple
Bhaktin Elena here at Krishna House. She has been a beacon of light and
a connection to Your Holiness that helps me stay focused and grounded
in following your instructions. She gave me a gift of her favorite picture
of Your Holiness. She has matured in her spiritual life nicely, her service
mood is exemplary, and her smile lights up all those around her. She is
also hoping that you might find her worthy of first initiation sometime in
the near future.
 
My service to your late godbrother Vidyananda Prabhu was completely in
the mood of following your instructions, and caring for Vidyananda
Prabhu has been a seriously sincere service in my attempts to actualize a
service crossover to devotee care and live your instructions. I recently
became a Certified Nursing Assistant, which formalized this shift just in
time to care for Vidyananda Prabhu.
 
I would like to share a couple of significant experiences and realizations
in the context of serving Vidyananda Prabhu.
 
The first was when several days prior to Vidyananda Prabhu’s leaving his
body, Brahmatirtha Prabhu decided to visit. Brahmatirtha Prabhu had a
couple of phone conversations with Vidyananda Prabhu, yet after our



weekly Monday meeting decided to visit on the Wednesday prior to
Vidyananda Prabhu’s leaving his body. This visit was very significant in
that when Brahmatirtha Prabhu exclaimed, “Wow, Vidyananda Prabhu,
you look so calm and peaceful,” Vidyananda Prabhu responded, “That is
surrender!” These were Vidyananda Prabhu’s last spoken coherent words.
I was instantly transported back to our first meeting at your ashram and
the lesson you gave regarding surrender—surrender is an ongoing process
—and here I was witnessing your lesson being enacted live, in person. I
feel extremely blessed and joyous to be your disciple and live your
instructions in such a deep meaningful way.
 
The second was the situation around Vidyananda Prabhu’s final breath.
From midweek after Brahmatirtha Prabhu visited, Vidyananda Prabhu
stopped verbally communicating with us, indicating that he was
preparing to leave his body. This fact was confirmed Friday evening
when Vidyananda Prabhu had his final crisis and shifted to fully “actively
dying,” and we had many people coming to the house to have darshan as
Vidyananda Prabhu was heading into his last hours.
 
This same weekend, Mother Sangita was giving another Vaishnava Care
seminar, and I was participating while spending full-time at Vidyananda’s
home, providing around-the-clock care. She was just going over how the
sense of hearing is the final one to stay with us and becomes
hypersensitive. Vidyananda Prabhu requested on more than one occasion
that as he got close, he wanted to hear only the holy names, and when
asked for clarification, he again stated he only wanted to hear the holy
names. One of these visitors was an accomplished and well-known
kirtaniya, and he would not respect the many requests to minimize use of
instruments, as my intuition was that Vidyananda Prabhu was ready to
leave and the loud, prominent music was keeping him rooted in this
world. I respectfully requested again to stop playing instruments several
hours before Vidyananda Prabhu left his body. This kirtaniya stopped for
about ten minutes and then could not respect the request any longer and
went back to playing harmonium and signaled a Prabhu to continue with
the drum. I tolerated as it was clear this person was not going to relent in
his desire to play instruments, and I prayed that Vidyananda Prabhu



would be able to leave auspiciously. Ten minutes before 7 p.m. the
kirtaniya stopped for a biological break and the drum players moved on.
In the time it took the kirtaniya to pass water and return, the chanting
continued without instruments, and as the kirtaniya left the room,
Vidyananda Prabhu took a deep breath and exhaled out his mouth, and I
knew that was his last breath. He had left his body in that moment.
When the kirtaniya returned, he was contrite and later shared with both
Vidyananda’s daughter Saraswati and myself how he should have
respected our requests and that his desire to play should have been
quelled and he should have been fully in service to Vidyananda Prabhu
and family and not his ego! This was a very poignant moment as we
recognized the culmination of the earthbound life of Vidyananda Prabhu.
 
There is much more to share around this honored service and the deep
blessing and mercy showered on me to have had the privilege to be of
such personal service to a venerable Vaishnava.
 
I am in awe of how you handle praise and maintain your position in
Krishna consciousness. Watching now for several weeks as so many
people sing your glory and praise, I wonder how you do it! When some
small praise was heaped on me after Vidyananda Prabhu left his body, a
tinge of pride crept in, and I found it most distasteful—how can one be
effective in their respective service role yet maintain their humble
position to serve with no expectations of praise or other results? It seems
easy in the Krishna House environment, yet outside, encountering many
very lofty souls who visited Vidyananda Prabhu, their praise somehow
affected me, even though I tried to accept the praise without letting it
affect me.
 
My offering to you this year is to continue to serve in this mood of
following your instructions, not wanting to be a burden of repeated
minutiae, serving you in separation and deepening my love and
commitment to Your Holiness, Srila Prabhupada, ISKCON, and the
parampara.
 
I also admit to a deep yearning to have your darshan again and wonder



when and if that might be possible.
Your aspiring servant of the servant,
 
Jaya Chaitanya dasa
Gainesville, Florida
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to your divine mercy! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Today we are living in a world of so much information and allurement.
With the advent of apps like YouTube and Facebook we can search out
just about anything we want to watch or read. And with apps like iTunes
and Spotify we can play just about any song we desire to hear, with the
click of a few buttons. I do these things at times with the hope and
expectation that I will feel more fulfilled. But afterwards, what I often
find is that I don’t feel nourished . . . and I become remorseful for the
time I have misspent.
 
To feel real nourishment of the soul, I believe I need only heed the words
of Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura in Sri Guru-vandana: “My only wish is
to have my consciousness purified by the words emanating from his lotus
mouth. Attachment to his lotus feet is the perfection that fulfills all
desires.” Guru Maharaja, your words have such potency because they
come from someone who has so much love and devotion. You came into
this world wanting to help people to be happy, and in time you became
convinced that the only way to happiness is to develop spiritual
knowledge.
 
There has been no greater deliverer of spiritual knowledge in our modern
times than His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
During your determined search for a spiritual master, you met Srila
Prabhupada and knew that he was your perfect master, and you have



served him with unwavering love and devotion for more than fifty years.
In turn, I am so fortunate to have met you as my perfect spiritual master.
While at times I feel overwhelmed with all the information in our world
and with all the anxieties that can come with it, I find solace and
guidance in Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.18: “By regular attendance in classes
on the Bhagavatam and by rendering of service to the pure devotee, all
that is troublesome to the heart is almost completely destroyed.”
 
I am becoming slowly convinced that these two ingredients—shastra and
service—are practically all we need in the recipe of a happy life. As you
share your understanding and realizations of Srila Prabhupada’s
translations, you help lift the veil of illusion that covers my intelligence
and you enable me to experience true peace within my mind. And as I
strive to serve you and please you (through hearing, chanting,
worshipping, and more), your loving and merciful reciprocations enable
me to experience true happiness within my heart.
 
So, in our world of so many choices, may I always remember that there is
one choice that will always provide me what I need—to be nourished by
your words as they guide and inspire me in the teachings of our disciplic
parampara.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, forgiving me so much as such a deeply loving
teacher and person.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your aspiring servant always,
Jayananda dasa
Santa Barbara
 

* * *
 
My dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All



glories to Srila Gurudeva! All glories to Your Divine Grace!
 
Happy Birthday! Happy Vyasa-puja! This year my offering to you to
express my gratitude is a little different. I’m in a writing club, and one of
the prompts was “My Best Day.” I decided to write about the day of my
brahman initiation as a short story. I thought it fitting to also make this
as my offering to you, since the theme of this year’s Vyasa-puja seems to
be your writings and books.
 
I hope you accept this humble attempt at writing as I try to find my
writing voice. Also, please note the intended audience for this piece is
non-Hare Krishna spiritual women, with the intention of introducing
basic Krishna conscious philosophy in a way that is digestible for this
audience.
 
Thank you.
 
Hare Krishna!
 
Your eternal servant,
JayaSri Radhe devi dasi (TKG, GRS)
Dallas
 
My Best Day
 
I woke up extra early that day, surprised to hear the sounds of thunder
and rain hitting my rooftop. It was mid-August in one of our hottest
summers ever, and we were in a drought. The rain came, heralding the
auspiciousness of this day, Lord Balarama’s appearance day. I laughed to
myself as I thought of the idea that whenever Giriraj Swami comes to
Texas, he brings rain. Sure enough, today proved that true. Today he had
scheduled the special ceremony to award me brahman initiation.
 
As I showered and got ready to attend the early morning services at the
temple, I thought about what that means and how my spiritual journey so
far brought me to this point. Fifteen years earlier, my spiritual master,



Tamal Krishna Goswami, formally accepted me as his disciple with the
hari-nama initiation ceremony. A spiritual master, or guru, guides the
disciple to reconnect with who they truly are and rekindle the disciple’s
relationship with God, Krishna. The bond between a guru and disciple is
eternal, loving, and deep. During the hari-nama, or holy name, initiation,
promises are made. These promises are meant to help us realize that we
are not this body, but we are spirit souls, eternal beings full of knowledge
and bliss—servants of God, of the Divine Couple, Radha-Krishna. I
promised to uphold the principles of dharma: of mercy, by abstaining
from meat, fish, and eggs; of austerity, by refraining from intoxicants; of
truthfulness, by not gambling; and of cleanliness, by not engaging in
sexual activity outside of the purpose of procreation. And most
important, I vowed to engage in mantra meditation by chanting the Hare
Krishna maha-mantra a prescribed number of times every day. In return,
my spiritual master promises to guide me on my spiritual path until I
attain liberation, pure love of God. He then gave me my spiritual name,
JayaSri Radhe dasi.
 
Most people receive their second initiation a year or so after their first.
My guru, Tamal Krishna Goswami, and I decided that since I was in
school, headed to med school and then residency, we would wait for my
brahman initiation. Hari-nama initiation is all one needs to achieve
perfection on one’s spiritual journey. Brahman initiation allows one to
engage in serving the Deities in the temple. Since my schedule kept me
from attending the temple, the second initiation was not needed at this
time for my spiritual progress.
 
When Tamal Krishna Goswami, my guru, left his body, I resigned myself
to thinking that I would never get brahman initiation. It didn’t matter,
though, since I still wasn’t ready to serve the Deities. Navigating the
turmoil that I and many of his other disciples felt after his sudden and
unexpected departure was difficult enough.
 
Fortunately, Giriraj Swami entered the picture. He was a close friend—
like a brother—of my guru, Tamal Krishna Goswami, and picked up from
where he left off to guide his disciples. My father, in his final days, took



formal initiation from Giriraj Swami, connecting him to me. Giriraj
Swami not only accepted my dad as his disciple, he also accepted the
whole family, guiding us through loss and healing. Truly, this was divine
arrangement; I now had someone to represent my guru and continue his
mission to guide me on my spiritual path. I requested brahman initiation
from him, and he agreed. We scheduled it for August 13, 2011, Lord
Balarama’s appearance day—an already special day as it’s the day that
sisters honor their brothers, and my grandmother’s birthday and death
day.
 
And now this long-awaited day had finally arrived! The ceremony was
magical. It was better than anything I could’ve planned or even imagined.
It was intimate and small, with only two other people receiving initiation
that day. During my first initiation, there were twenty-nine other people
with me. My first initiation was spontaneous, unplanned, and out-of-
town, in Houston. As a result, my parents were unable to attend. Since
we knew about today’s ceremony in advance, we were able to invite
friends and family. Even my best friend, who lives in New York, was
there.
 
During the ceremony, Giriraj Maharaja read the words Tamal Krishna
Goswami spoke about me during my first initiation. I could totally feel my
guru’s presence there. Giriraj Maharaja took time to meet with all of my
guests. And he was so sweet and loving in teaching me the Gayatri
mantra, when to chant it, how to chant it. He even gifted me with his
beautiful bead bag that had my spiritual name on it, in which to keep my
chanting beads.
 
I was very fortunate in that I got to go on the altar and perform intimate
devotional service to the Deities of the Lord immediately. There was a
bathing ceremony of Krishna and Balarama to celebrate the appearance
of Lord Balarama here on earth 5,000 years ago. When Krishna, God,
comes to earth, He comes with His entourage. Lord Balarama is an
expansion of Krishna as Krishna’s older brother. When I arrived on the
altar to bathe Their Lordships, Giriraj Swami had just come down from
the altar. Seeing me, he went back on the altar. It was a very sweet



gesture that declared that he is here to guide me in this new chapter of
my spiritual journey.
 
And the magic of that day continues to this day. My favorite service is
bathing and dressing the Deities. This service has given me so much
growth and spiritual realizations. It brings all the teachings of the
scriptures to life. We realize that we really are servants of God and have a
unique and special relationship with Him. God agrees to come in this
form of stone or metal so that we can see that God is a person and we can
relate to Him as a person.
 
The day my guru, Tamal Krishna Goswami, formally accepted me with
first initiation was truly one of the best days of my life. And still, it’s a
close second to my best day—the day Giriraj Swami gave me brahman
initiation. Because of these two days, every day is my best day. I am
forever grateful for this great gift and dedicate my days to repaying this
debt of gratitude by using my skills and talents to serve God, Krishna.
 
Jayasri Radhe dasi
Dallas

* * *
 
Dear Srila Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble and earnest prostrated obeisances at your lotus
feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Last year, my biological grandmother who was fortunate enough to meet
Your Divine Grace on one brief occasion, passed away. While going
through a transitional period of my own, I was experiencing a lot of
emotions as she was transitioning. Those emotions intensified upon the
news of her expiration. By the time I arrived in California, she had
already left her body. So my mother arranged a private viewing with the
mortuary. After being shown to her body at the altar of the church, I
sprinkled some water from Radha-kunda on her head and played the
maha-mantra out loud. Having heard a statement from the Padma Purana



about a soul whose body is burned with a piece of tulasi wood attaining
Vaikuntha, I gave the mortician a twig from a deceased tulasi plant to
burn with her body that was then placed in a velvet pouch and written
into her file, becoming a part of the cremation. It was helpful to perform
some last rites. This quelled a lot of the difficult emotions I was feeling in
losing a person who had been so instrumental in my upbringing.
 
I returned to California some months later to help clean out her house
which was to be sold according to her will. While cleaning out her
bedroom, I found in the corner of the closet, a hardbound Abridged
Edition of Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita As It Is, that was printed by
the BBT in 1979. I considered that many areas of the house went
untouched for decades. I then thought about how I moved into the house
at the age of one and lived there until I was twenty. The place I moved
into from there was New Dwaraka. This struck me as profound. I had
been living and sleeping in such close proximity to Srimad Bhagavad-gita!
Understanding Srila Prabhupada’s statements regarding the potency of
his books, I could see that in a mysterious way, this Bhagavad-gita must
have acted as a hidden component contributing to my initial interest in
Krishna consciousness.
 
Through these experiences I was reminded that the relationship I had
with my grandmother as her grandson was a temporary one. Our real
relationship is that we are both children of God, both parts and parcels of
Krishna—constitutionally His servants, in one capacity or another,
eternally.
 
You have brought to my attention Srila Prabhupada’s statements about
the eternal nature of the ISKCON family. Furthermore, you have given
me direct experience of this principle not only through my relationship
with you, but also through other relationships.
 
Four months after I joined ISKCON, Your Divine Grace gave me an
invaluable gift—the beginning and continuance of a relationship with
my godbrother, your disciple Mukunda Prabhu, who has been a vital part
of my progress in Krishna consciousness through these years. He gave me



the opportunity to serve you alongside your esteemed disciples in
Carpinteria and elsewhere. This has not only helped in my relationship
with you but has also brought me to developing relationships with my
godfamily who have been essential to my understanding and attitude in
attempting to execute devotional service. I have experienced that being
part of this family—your family—I have family members around the
world who care about me on an eternal level.
 
Getting to meet, to know, and to serve with your senior disciples has
greatly strengthened my faith in you, Guru Maharaja. It gives me
encouragement in aspiring to become like your disciples who are so firmly
situated in Krishna consciousness. They care so deeply for others. They
have developed such a genuine and intense service attitude and have
shared with me that by Your Divine Grace all things are possible.
 
Gratefully remaining in the family,
Your aspiring servant eternally,
Jivan-mukta dasa
Denver, Colorado
 

* * *
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
We wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja and pray to Their Lordships for



your good health and protection.
 
Once during sadhu-sanga I was taking care of Guru Maharaja’s cooking.
One godsister wanted to help me in the kitchen, but Guru Maharaja told
her to attend the kirtan program instead. She pleaded, “Guru Maharaja, I
never get to serve you.” Guru Maharaja replied in a grave mood, “The
best service you can do for me is to chant nicely and go back to
Godhead.” That incident made me realize that the best way to please
Guru Maharaja is to make the chanting of the holy names my first
priority.
 
Guru Maharaja is always encouraging devotees to take shelter of the holy
names. Guru Maharaja writes in Watering The Seed, “So, by sincerely
chanting Hare Krishna, Krishna is satisfied, and by Krishna’s pleasure
and mercy, we are successful in all respects. This was Srila Prabhupad’s
mood, his conviction. So we should give ourselves fully to that process, to
pleasing Krishna by our chanting.”
We have been so fortunate and blessed to have Guru Maharaja’s personal
association every morning. By participating in Guru Maharaja’s morning
program of chanting Hare Krishna, reciting the Nrsimhadeva prayer and
offering Vaishnava pranamas, I feel spiritually surcharged.
 
Recently I came across this beautiful verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam:
 

prasangam ajaram pasam atmanah kavayo viduh
sa eva sadhusu krto moksa-dvaram apavrtam

 
“Every learned man knows very well that attachment for the material is
the greatest entanglement of the spirit soul. But that same attachment,
when applied to the self-realized devotees, opens the door of liberation.”
(SB 3.25.20)
 
I pray for your mercy that I may develop strong attachment to your lotus
feet and always get the opportunity to serve them.
 
Thank you very much. Hare Krishna.



 
Your eternally grateful servant,
Kalpataru dasi
Houston
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna!
 
Dearest Giriraj Swami,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
On the auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, we would like to thank you for
your loving care and constant inspiration, for your exemplary service to
Srila Prabhupada, and for all the goodness that you share with others.
 
Just a look at your smiling face or chanting a few rounds with you can lift
our spirits up. Thank you!
 
We pray to our most merciful Sri Sri Radha-Murlimanohara for your
well-being, always.
 
Your servants in the service of Srila Prabhupada,
Kanha Priya dasa and Syama Mohini devi dasi
PS. Looking forward to reading your book.
Scotsdale, Arizona
 
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and
to you.
 



I have written you a free-verse poem called “Our Sweet Guru”.
 
There are many wonderful qualities that you exhibit, like patience,
kindness, and empathy.
 
Your brightening smile is a glowing sun, always lifting people up, even
when they are having a bad day.
 
Your persistence in helping everyone, even when there are still so many
things to do, requires a lot of patience and tolerance.
 
Your kind and loving attitude every day is inspiring and motivational to
everyone.
 
But most importantly, you teach us how to love Srila Prabhupada and
Krishna.
 
We miss you, our sweet guru.
 
Hare Krishna.
Kalyani Pandya (age 12)
Houston
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Loving Divine
Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
You draw from a well of love so deep that can only originate from the
spiritual world. You give this love freely, and distribute it widely to one
and all. From the corners of my blackened heart, you draw my love to
you. Blessed to have you as my dearly Beloved, I am attracted to serving
and loving you. You keep me close—just a text or phone call away. You
give me a friendly smile or an acknowledging glance. You overlook my



mistakes, overfamiliarity, and pride. In these sweet and generous ways,
you steal my heart, and remind me that I am loved.
 
Yet I know there is a whole world that remains unexplored. A world in
which you are my teacher, my ruler, and my master, and I let go of the
subtle desires that hold me hostage. Allowing your words and instructions
to cut through my illusion, I could experience the true power of the guru-
disciple relationship. I stand at the threshold, afraid to enter, aware that
surrender is where my true joy and happiness lie. By your grace, I have
access and am alive in Krishna consciousness. Thank you.
 
All glories to your unceasing service to Srila Prabhupada, ISKCON, the
devotee community, and everyone you come into contact with. You are a
living-day saint.
 
With much love.
 
Your servant,
Karunamayi dasi
Houston
 

* * *
 

sadhavo hrdayam mahyam
sadhunam hrdayam tv aham

mad-anyat te na jananti
naham tebhyo manag api

 
“The pure devotee is always within the core of My heart, and I am always
in the heart of the pure devotee. My devotees do not know anything else
but Me, and I do not know anyone else but them.”
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace,
Guru Maharaja! All glories to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta



Swami Prabhupada!
 
I like Guru Maharaja’s classes. Guru Maharaja is in Krishna’s heart. And
Krishna is in Guru Maharaja’s heart.
 
Karunya (5 years old; son of Karunavatara dasa and Kishore Radha dasi)
Washington, DC
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
In his 2018 Vyasa-puja offering in Houston, I heard His Grace Swarup
Damodar quote, “Guru Maharaja is like an iceberg. There is much more
beneath the surface than we can know.” As time passes, I continue to
appreciate the truth behind this statement, more and more.
 
Guru Maharaja, we may not always deeply understand everything you do
or say at any given moment, but we know and come to realize that it is
perfect. It is steeped in compassion for us, and is aimed at uplifting us to
the platform of pure devotional service.
 
I recall once in a home program in D.C. (it was Ekadasi), it was getting a
little late and most devotees had left. I was helping distribute your books
to devotees and new people at the program, and in the back of my mind,
feeling a little proud for being given this important service. As I started
to pack up the books, you turned to me from where you were sitting and
said, “If you are in a hurry to leave, I can get someone else to do this.” I
immediately sat down at your feet, and you continued, “We don’t pack up
till the last person leaves.” I acknowledged what you said, paid obeisances,
and restacked the books I had packed, and continued with my service. By
the time the program ended, at least one more person took books, and
several others responded favorably and shared their emails or took cards.



I realized two things from this interaction. First, you knew exactly what
my state of mind was, even though I had put up quite a good front of
humility for others. And second, it revealed (indicated) to me the extent
of your compassion for all of us suffering souls.
 
In particular, presently, I aspire for a drop of two of your divine qualities:
your unlimited compassion for everyone and your fearless loyalty to Srila
Prabhupada, your spiritual master.
 
We see that these two qualities are simultaneously woven together so
perfectly, based on the principle of trnad api sunicena, and they touch the
heart of everyone. Guru Maharaja, I know I am hopelessly entangled in
the complexities of material nature, but I trust you completely to do what
is in my best interest always. Please do whatever you wish with this
stubborn soul so that one day I can truly submit myself at your lotus feet,
and proudly, genuinely call myself your servant.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Karunavatara dasa
Washington, DC
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Your appearance day especially reminds me and allows me to share my
gratitude for you. I am deeply grateful for your love, and your benediction
to be happy in Krishna consciousness.
 
You have taught me, by your example, how to be human, to be happy, to
be present in the moment, to be attentive to detail, and to love. I would,
in this regard, like to repeat what His Grace Brahmananda Prabhu once
said during class, “Rsabhadeva gave these very deep instructions to his



one hundred sons. My father never gave me such important
instructions.” After a pause, he added, “Then I met my real father.” In
this regard, I always pray to be a good daughter to my real father.
 
Sometimes, I wonder how you are able to love so much because each one
of us feels deeply that you love us so dearly, and you truly do so. Your love
for us keeps us going, and we are trying to refine our thoughts, actions,
and deeds, by your grace.
 
I recently read in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.22.47): “A joker’s activities
simply arouse laughter and a person who tries to repay the spiritual
master or teacher becomes a laughing stock.” In this regard I pray that I
forever remain a laughing stock in my attempt to repay you, and to please
you.
 
At the Sadhu Sanga festival last year, and during your visit to
Washington D.C., I noticed how you carefully signed each and every
book that was being distributed. One of the blessings, I noted, was to be
happy in Krishna consciousness. At the end of your daily japa calls you
benedict us all to be “happy” and “holy—by associating with the holy
names.” Guru Maharaja, you laugh easily, smile readily, and you radiate
happiness. Your ecstasy in devotion and surrender to Srila Prabhupada’s
mission overflows in your very personal and compassionate interactions. I
personally feel the happiest when I am trying to follow your instructions
and when I listen to your classes.
 
As Mother Aditya wrote in her booklet, Mr. Cool and other stories,
quoting His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami’s instruction to her, “Just
look at Giriraj! Look at his beautiful eyes! He has such beautiful eyes. He
is so pure and innocent. If you just stay here and serve him, you will
become purified.” I often wonder at my good fortune, and then I become
painfully aware and ashamed of my impurities. I rest my hope on these
words of His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami.
 
Guru Maharaja, I beg you to be allowed to stay where you are, and to
serve you. Your happiness is my life and soul. I pray to be allowed to hang



onto your lotus feet and I pray for reformation, to become worthy of your
love.
 
Your grateful, indebted servant, and daughter,
Kishori Radha dasi
Richmond, Virginia
 

* * *
 

nama on visnu-padaya
krsna-presthaya bhutale-
prabhupadati-priya-sri-

girirajaya svamine
 

suvaktre sastra-vijnaya
drdha-sadhana-saline

radha-rasaviharibhyam
bhaktebhyas catma-dayine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
Your Divine Grace! All glories to your divine appearance day on earth!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Guru Maharaja, when I joined I was nineteen, just finished my high
school like many of my Godsisters who joined at that time. Even when
Bhagavan Prabhu was initiating us, he made a remark to somebody that
we were just babies. Few months after we got initiated by him he left the
movement. We were at the “White House” then. I was still very new and
one morning, I found out that a lot of the devotees had also left. I was not
even aware when that happened. All that were left was three or four
senior devotees and a few of us younger devotees and a huge debt. At
that time we were so poor that we didn’t even have money to buy fruits
for the Deities. Siddhi-lalasa would come downstairs during japa time
where we were all chanting and she would ask if we had any money to



buy fruits for Krishna. So whatever money our parents would give us
when we would visit them, we’ll surrender everything. And with the
crisis that the movement was going through at that time, everything was
being published in the Hindu newspapers and people were becoming
unfavorable towards us. When we were going on sankirtan shopkeepers
would sometimes scream at us because the temple owed them money.
And Guru Maharaja, you were in the middle of all this. You were like our
temple president giving us courage and hope and all you had to work with
was a bunch of us, new girls—babies.
 
But you never gave up hope. You trained us how to do contact sankirtan,
and we started cultivating those who were favorable. Then one morning
Premavati Mataji, then Prema Manjari came downstairs and told us,
“Maharaja wants us to make more devotees”. That’s when I decided to get
Draupadi in. “Draupadi, if you are listening, it’s not me but Guru
Maharaja who fished you out of material life. I was honored to be the
fishing rod!”
 
Guru Maharaja, if you were not there, the yatra would have fallen apart.
What would we have done? We feel so fortunate to have been your
instruments in rebuilding the yatra. Gradually, with the help of Krishna
Chandra Prabhu, all the debts were paid. He used to tell us always that
we have to cut the coat according to the size, meaning don’t spend more
than you have.
 
You really brought the yatra to another level. What to speak to taking
the yatra out of debt but you also acquired ISKCON’s own land and
temple. Otherwise we were renting different places.
 
Guru Maharaja, you made no distinctions. You engaged us and gave us
responsibilities equally. You didn’t think that we were women and
bothersome and that we should all just get married as many devotees
would say. We joined, leaving everything behind to serve Krishna and
you engaged us accordingly. And we were so happy about it. When we
started traveling, going to India, etc. we realized our good fortune even
more for having you as our transcendental guide as you gave us so much



opportunities for service. One day, as I was sitting, reading Srimad-
Bhagavatam in my room in the Phoenix ashram, I just thought to
myself,”Wow! Life is so good. In the morning I would go to mangala-arati,
chant my rounds, read the Bhagavatam before greetings of the deities;
attend guru-puja and class, then take breakfast and then go out the whole
day on sankirtan, come back, take some prasad, read and go to bed. The
weather and the people are good. I could spend my whole life like this!”
Guru Maharaja, I am so grateful that you gave me such an experience in
Krishna consciousness. And of course as you told me once, “This is the
material world, things happen.”
 
Guru Maharaja, those days you were spending so much time in Mauritius.
We got so attached to being in your association that when Bombay
opened up for you and you spending more time there, made us very sad,
and even upset.
 
Like Siddhi-lalasa wrote to you, I also wrote a similar letter to you from
Mauritius where I mentioned something that deserved a chastisement. I
wrote,“I didn’t know that your heart was always in Bombay.” Guru
Maharaja, you actually understood what we were going through and
instead of chastising me for saying that, you wrote something that made
me so happy. I kept reading that sentence again and again and every time
I’ll read it, my happiness just grew. It was like a victory! You said: “My
heart is not in Bombay. My heart is in Vrindavan and with all of you!”
 
Guru Maharaja, I cannot see myself separate from you. After some time
when you couldn’t come back to Mauritius at all, I couldn’t imagine
continue serving there without you. So by Krishna’s mercy I got to come
here. We are now on the same piece of land and I feel fortunate
sometimes I get to come and see you and serve you! Even sometimes
when material nature is so hard on me that I don’t know what to do and
thinking this is the end, I just close my eyes and I see you standing by my
side.
 
Guru Maharaja, you tolerated, nurtured and even spoiled us. Coming
from a tiny island, our way of thinking and seeing things are so different.



Many devotees were not understanding us and even criticizing us. But
you always protected and defended us. You always appreciated the way
we are and always acknowledged our feelings and thus you would guide us
accordingly, quoting the scriptures. We have so many of your precious
handwritten letters, sometimes pages of them quoting scriptures, all
patiently hand written. I do not think anybody else would have been able
to do what you did. We had to learn the hard way that not everybody is
like you and we still have to learn your ways of trying to understand
other people’s feelings and dealing with them accordingly. Guru
Maharaja Bombay was closed to you just so you can come to Mauritius
and save us. You love us no matter how we are. When I see my godsisters
like Visakha Priya and Kuntidevi so fixed in their services to you no
matter what, I feel ashamed of myself. I feel that I have been more of a
trouble than service to you. But still you never gave up on me. Even on
my wedding day you said you are not giving me away. That was so
precious and I am so grateful to you for everything.
 
Thank you for tolerating me and for being so patient with me.
 
I pray to become purified. I pray to develop more attachment to your
lotus feet and under the shelter of those lotus feet develop attachment to
the holy names and to the lotus feet of Srimati Radharani.
 
I beg to remain your eternal servant,
Krsangi dasi
Los Angeles
 

* * *
 
Respected Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila
Prabhupada.
 
A very happy Vyasa-puja to you, Guru Maharaja. I pray to Srila
Prabhupada and Sri Krishna to give you a very healthy and long life.



 
I have no qualification to write anything to you, but my heart is always so
thankful to you . . . you are not only a spiritual master for us, but like a
father who also takes care of my family. . . . you always listen to my all
problems, give so much time to read my long messages, and always reply
and pray for me.
 
Guru Maharaja, your prayers do wonders and give me strength to move
on. There are so many incidents when the situation was very critical, but
you always helped by your causeless mercy and prayers, although I am
such a selfish person, I don’t have any qualifications. On the other hand,
you have so many advanced disciples all around the world, but still, you
never see any qualification and give equal love, attention, and
importance to everyone, just like a father who has many children—some
are very obedient and some are bad—but still, a father loves everyone
equally, without any discrimination.
 
Please, Guru Maharaja, keep your mercy on me, and please give me
blessings so I can overcome all crises, and can chant my rounds nicely
and regularly. As you know, I always need your mercy, which gives me
strength. Please forgive me for my offenses which I did, knowingly and
unknowingly.
 
Thank you so very much for all your favors and causeless mercy.
 
With profound regards,
Your servant,
Kunjeshwari devi dasi
Sri Radha-Kalachandji Dhama, Dallas
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.



 
This morning I read in the purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.22): “The
spiritual master is the mercy representative of the Lord.”
 
From the first time I met you, in the pages of Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta,
where I was captivated by the story of the Juhu temple and the young
brahmachari who had given up everything to serve his spiritual master,
and then in person when you came for the temple opening in Durban, in
October 1985, you have been a representative of the rains of Srila
Prabhupada’s mercy.
 
Everything I have, all the gifts a fledgling devotee may need to advance,
you have given me. You gave me the biggest gift of all: the opportunity to
chant the beautiful, merciful holy names of the Lord in our sacred
parampara. I am still struggling to advance in this practice. But I know:
“There is no other way. There is no other way. There is no other way.”
The only way we can advance, the only way we can cleanse our hearts,
and the only way we can develop our forgotten relationship with
Krishna, is through chanting the holy names of the Lord.
 
From the beginning you have emphasized japa and sadhana. And still
today, you set the perfect example in your daily practice. Years ago in
Muldersdrift, you kept all the sankirtana devotees back at the temple one
weekend and gave a japa workshop, based on Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s Sri
Harinama Cintamani, at a time when japa retreats and workshops were
unknown, at least in South Africa. You wanted us to understand this
practice, and become more serious, go deeper. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja.
 
You gave me my name, Kuntidevi dasi, because, you said, “You can
tolerate.” Every time you say my name, I feel the mercy and import of my
beautiful spiritual name and I pray to grow into the qualities embodied in
this name.
 
You gave me Srila Prabhupada, and what greater gift is there than
linking me to the parampara? Srila Prabhupada is the most beautiful and



extraordinary personality that I have ever heard of, and you have always,
unfailingly, pointed us toward him. We are exceedingly fortunate that
you had so much direct association with Srila Prabhupada, heard from
him so carefully, and remember those instructions so faithfully. As
Mother Yamuna said, “If you want to hear about those early days, ask
Giriraj Swami. He remembers it best.”
 
You are thoroughly and totally a “Prabhupada man.” Shortly before the
Durban temple opening in 1985, the temple president called the ladies
and said, “Some sannyasis will be coming for the opening ceremonies. Just
remember: women should not be seen or heard.” I was shocked—should I
just leave? But mostly I was worried: how could we do our service? How
was this practical? I revealed my mind to Mother Mandakini, with whom
I was staying and serving, and she said, “Giriraj Maharaja is not like that.
He is a Prabhupada man.” In the years after, I heard that often, and
gradually I understood that you are both very strict in following Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions, but very sweet and merciful as a person.
 
You also give us, freely and without envy, the association of your
godbrothers. When the “zonal acharya” for South Africa left in 1986, you
spent countless hours helping all of us, even the youngest and newest, to
process our shock and move forward. Then you invited many other
devotees to South Africa to give the grieving yatra association and to
accept disciples. In this way His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, His
Holiness Indradyumna Swami, His Holiness Krishna Das Swami, and
many others came to South Africa. I feel that you saved that yatra. And
sometimes, if you feel that a disciple of yours could benefit from the
association of one of your godbrothers or godsisters, you encourage the
disciple to take shelter of that person. You have never had a selfish,
possessive mood toward your disciples.
 
Srila Prabhupada gave you the perfect name: Giriraj dasa. I have never
met anyone who can tolerate so much difficulty—insult, offenses,
provocation, insubordination, ill health— without reacting. Just as
Giriraja Govardhana, in His role as hari-dasa-varya, tolerates people
walking over Him, still giving the shelter of His grasses, caves, and



waterfalls to nourish the cows, and just as Giriraja Govardhana tolerated
the torrential rainfall that Indra sent—to protect the Vraja-vasis—you
also give us shelter from the storm. You are, as the saying goes, “as solid as
a rock.” I feel grateful that I am tethered to such a solid, steadfast rock in
this turbulent life. I would have drowned a long time ago if it weren’t for
you.
 
You gave me Sri Vrindavan-dhama: I was able to live there and serve
there, and that period remains the most significant of my life. Please take
me back there, Guru Maharaja. Please help me to attain Vrindavan
consciousness.
 
Srila Prabhupada said in a lecture that, “Krishna is very strict. If anyone
wants to forget Him, He will give him so many chances that he will never
be able to understand what is Krishna. But Krishna’s devotees are more
compassionate than Krishna.” You are indeed very, very compassionate.
As Satsvarupa Maharaja described you many years ago, you are as sweet
and soft-hearted as a gulabjamun. Everyone knows your broad, beautiful
smile that can melt a stone. And everyone knows your soft, deep eyes
that can look into the darkest places of our hearts, and still love us and
forgive us, and give us another chance. You place the soft touch of your
compassion onto our wounded souls.
 
Srila Prabhupada said, “Giriraj is auspicious,” and indeed, you create
auspiciousness and give shelter wherever you are, even to a little dog like
Radhe Radhe. No living entity is too low, too high, or too mediocre to
receive your mercy. Please cast that loving and merciful glance upon my
stone-like, dirt-covered heart.
 
In a purport about the story of Shiva and Daksa, Srila Prabhupada
comments, “There are some highly qualified persons who accept only the
good qualities of others. Just as a bee is always interested in the honey in
the flower and does not consider the thorns and colors, highly qualified
persons, who are uncommon, accept only the good qualities of others, not
considering their bad qualities, whereas the common man can judge what
are good qualities and what are bad qualities. . . . Among the



uncommonly good souls there are still gradations, and the best good soul
is one who accepts an insignificant asset of a person and magnifies that
good quality.” (SB 4.4.12)
 
Thank you for accepting and magnifying my insignificant service. Thank
you for thus creating auspiciousness in my life. You see the very best of us
and offer that to Srila Prabhupada. I pray that I may become that person
you see with your merciful eyes.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for still giving me opportunities to serve,
despite my countless offenses.
 
Begging for your mercy,
I remain,
Your aspiring servant,
Kuntidevi dasi
Carpinteria
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Loving Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to your divine appearance in this world.
 
Hearing Srila Prabhupada’s lectures one comes across his repeated,
urgent appeal about the rarity of the human form of life, and the
necessity to endeavor towards perfection, and that one may not waste
even a moment of this human form. Often, it seems, that his appeal
leaves the final result almost in our hands, though the process is
descending. He seems to request for concerted, continuous, and serious
attempts towards one goal of making this human life a success. Again and
again he requests us to curtail the animalistic tendencies of the human
mind and body in order to focus on the goal.
 



Being a prototypical Kali-yuga entity with uncontrolled, formidable
mind; bad, tamasika habits, deep-rooted attachments to enjoy through
the body and its senses, this request of Srila Prabhupada’s feels
unachievable. It seems like a war that was lost even before it was fought.
But then Srila Prabhupada’s mercy is not limited to his instructions; he
perhaps is aware of his audience and their serious inabilities even in
following his instructions. He therefore kindly sends his own people, his
personal servants.
 
These servants of Srila Prabhupada, who bear the burden of love for their
master and what seems like limitless compassion for the struggling souls
of this Kali-yuga, come to our doors and knock again and again until we
begin to pay some attention. In this world of external and internal chaos,
they stand the test of Kali-yuga, and continue to exude humane virtues of
selfless love and causeless compassion and limitless patience–qualities not
known to current human society. Thus these personalities begin to
distract this human society from its never-ending pursuit for the illusory
material happiness. Distracted from their false pursuits and incapable of
focusing on the real goals, they suffer from the constant potential of
being lost every step of the way, but these teachers of truth, these
servants of Srila Prabhupada, never give up. . .
 

(prabhu he!)
 

emona durmati, samsara bhitore,
podiya achinu ami

tava nija-jana, kono mahajane,
pathaiya dile tumi

 
doya kori’ more, patita dekhiya,

kohilo amare giya
ohe dina-jana, suno bhalo katha,

ullasita ha’be hiya
 

tomare tarite, sri-krishna-caitanya,
navadwipe avatar



toma heno koto, dina hina jane,
korilena bhava-par

 
vedera pratijna, rakhibara tare,

rukma-varna vipra-suta
mahaprabhu name, nadiya mataya,

sange bhai avadhuta
 

nanda-suta jini, caitanya gosai,
nija-nama kori’ dan

tarilo jagat, tumi-o jaiya,
loho nija-paritran

 
se katha suniya, asiyachi, natha!

tomara carana-tale
bhakativinoda, kandiya kandiya,

apana-kahini bole
 

1. Oh Lord! Such a wicked mind has brought me into this world, but one
of Your pure and elevated devotees has come to bring me out of it.

2. He saw me so fallen and wretched, took pity, and came to me saying,
“O humbled soul, please listen to this good tiding, for it will gladden
your heart.

3. “Sri Krishna Chaitanya has appeared in the land of Navadvipa to
deliver you. He has safely conducted many miserable souls such as you
across the sea of worldly existence.”

4. “To fulfill the promise of the Vedas, the son of a brahmana bearing the
name Mahaprabhu of golden complexion, has descended with His
brother the avadhuta Nityananda. Together They have overwhelmed
all of Nadia with divine ecstasy.”

5. “Sri Chaitanya, who is Krishna Himself, the son of Nanda, has saved
the world by freely distributing His own holy name. Go also and
receive your deliverance.”

6. O Lord, hearing those words, Bhaktivinoda has come weeping to the
soles of Your lotus feet and tells the story of his life.

 



Although this is supposed to be a Vyasa-puja offering, an offering
especially meant to glorify you, I have made it into an appeal, a prayer for
deliverance for I feel so incapable of even appropriately glorifying you.
 
Guru Maharaja, I also want to join the movement of Lord Chaitanya, I
also want to become a follower of Srila Prabhupada’s, but am not sure if I
will be allowed. Addicted to eating and sleeping and the rest and more
attached to friendship, love, and society than to the higher truths, I do
not seem to stand a chance, but I have a hope, a hope against hope, and
that is in you.
 
“My dear Lord of the Vaikuntha planets, where there is no anxiety, my
mind is extremely sinful and lusty, being sometimes so-called happy and
sometimes so-called distressed. My mind is full of lamentation and fear,
and it always seeks more and more money. Thus it has become most
polluted and is never satisfied in topics concerning You. I am therefore
most fallen and poor. In such a status of life, how shall I be able to discuss
Your activities?” (SB 7.9.39)
 
“My dear Lord, You are always transcendentally situated on the other
side of the river of death, but because of the reactions of our own
activities, we are suffering on this side. Indeed, we have fallen into this
river and are repeatedly suffering the pains of birth and death and eating
horrible things. Now kindly look upon us—not only upon me but also
upon all others who are suffering—and by Your causeless mercy and
compassion, deliver us and maintain us.” (SB 7.9.41)
 

ko nv atra te ’khila-guro bhagavan prayasa
uttarane ’sya bhava-sambhava-lopa-hetoh

mudhesu vai mahad-anugraha arta-bandho
kim tena te priya-janan anusevatam nah

 
“O my Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, original spiritual master
of the entire world, what is the difficulty for You, who manage the affairs
of the universe, in delivering the fallen souls engaged in Your devotional
service? You are the friend of all suffering humanity, and for great



personalities it is necessary to show mercy to the foolish. Therefore I
think that You will show Your causeless mercy to persons like us, who
engage in Your service.” (SB 7.9.42)
 
By serving You constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is
completely pacified. When shall I engage as Your permanent eternal
servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?
 
Guru Maharaja, falling at your lotus feet, far away from where you desire
us to be, stubborn in not accepting the help you kindly offer us, I still
pray to advance closer to the goal despite all my schizophrenic behavior.
 
Always praying for your good health,
 
Didi’s aspiring servant,
Lalitadevi dasi
Columbus, Ohio
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
I have so little to offer you despite the enormous kindness and
responsibility you bear in carrying falling souls out of this anxious,
suffering world. There have been so many splendid and realized
outpourings that I feel ashamed. However, I must do what I can and
humbly accept the meagerness of my ability. Thank you for kindly
accepting this meager and flawed attempt to look like a real devotee.
 
Many years ago, shortly after we met, I told you that I had doubts,
agnostic uncertainty. I wrote to you that I believe Krishna is God, IF
there is actually God, but I just didn’t know that I believed that. I
thought I was revealing my mind and being honest and did not expect



much response. Instead, you took my statements seriously. You called me
into the darshan room to deal with it. There were a number of other
devotees there, all were sincere, sure, surrendered. You gravely said to me
that I had doubts that Krishna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. I
felt awful, but I didn’t know, wasn’t sure how to be confident that this
was the truth. You said to me, (and I paraphrase, of course, my memory
isn’t great), “Everything has a creator; this table, this chair, they did not
just arrive, somebody made them. Nothing is here without someone
creating it.” In my mind, I was a little doubtful, I thought, “Well, yes, man
made stuff, but nature?” I couldn’t argue with you, I felt so much
gratitude and affection for your care. I was ashamed of these doubts. And,
besides, it would be rude to disagree with someone so very superior. I
wasn’t convinced, no realization came, but out of etiquette, I just said,
“Well, Guru Maharaja, I will just take your word for it.” I didn’t even
mean that really, it was just the proper thing to say! And, you beamed
and laughed and nodded. You seemed satisfied, although I was so unsure.
I wondered about that. Actually, I wondered about that for many years. I
still had doubts, but you were happy that I accepted, even superficially.
 
Not so very long ago, it dawned on me. I had agreed to take your word for
it, and that was what was important. I didn’t have to get it; I just had to
trust you. I just had to place my trust in you, even if it was shaky. I
realized that this is the process, you are leading, I just have to follow,
regardless of the kicking and screaming of my mind’s tantrums. It became
an important point for me. You see, I have this thing, that I need to really
understand things from all angles before I can commit. I am the kind of
person who thinks I need to buy a book on how to wash the dishes
properly or go for a walk! It’s probably just an excuse to procrastinate, but
it is also probably one of my biggest impediments in life. I don’t know, I
don’t know, I am not ready.
 
Thinking about this incident over the years has made me realize it was a
profound moment and you taught so much. I will probably never be able
to understand the big picture. I can barely see or make sense of the most
simple things. If I wait until I have understood all perspectives, if I have
considered all the atheistic arguments, the impersonal perspectives, etc.,



well, I will wait for eternity (and no doubt have). I am of average
intelligence, mediocre karma, mundane mentality, flailing in the modes
of nature, drowning in material desires, how, oh how, could I ever hope to
figure anything out? All I can do, all I am so blessed to be able to do, is
take your word for it! You can see, you know, you are my guiding light.
All I have to do is trudge towards you, step by step, one mantra at a time,
one small service, one small slither of faith. It’s all I have. And I have
you!
 
Sorry for the snail’s pace, the lack of useful service. And, thank you,
thank you, for your unmeasurable mercy, patience, kindness, and
affection, as I spin my wheels at the starting gate. I have finally realized
that I only have to take your word for it.
 
Your eternal servant,
Lavanga Manjari dasi
Krishna Farm, Escondido

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Thank you for initiating me into our wonderful spiritual family. I owe
this beautiful life we lead to that connection. Everything about it—
where we live, how we live, how we think, who we know and hold dear—
would otherwise be completely different. In recent times, I have been
most grateful for the association of beautiful devotees that enriches our
lives. I often find myself struck with wonder and delight—“This is the
quality of people I get to be with! These are my friends and mentors!”
However perplexing and complex life has been over the past few years,
this is something that I keep coming back to—feeling immense gratitude
for being in this association, part of this devotee family.
 
I appreciate how much you care about relationships, and how much you



embody Vaishnava culture by being a perfect gentleman, an attentive
host, and the well-wisher of everyone you meet. You are ever mindful of
your duty as Srila Prabhupada’s son to welcome others into the house
that he has built and to care for your devotee family members. Thank you
also for your wonderful example of how to chant with faith and
determination.
 
Srila Prabhupada’s instruction to you to write is such an important
guiding principle in your life. You dedicate yourself wholeheartedly to
this instruction and I’m very grateful to be included in your editing team,
so that I can assist you in your service in some small way.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja!
 
Your grateful servant,
Madhurika dasi
Alachua, Florida
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I would thank you so much for everything. Every day I think, “When will
I see you here in Dallas?” I miss you so much. You have given me so much.
You have given me a link to ISKCON and to Srila Prabhupada. You have
shown me so much love. You are truly a Maha Mensch. You truly have an
outreach to people on the planet, helping them on their way back home,
back to Godhead. You have given me an example of japa via the Internet.
You have told so many pastimes of Srila Prabhupada which you have
shared with so many people on the planet. I thank you for accepting this
what-to-be devotee as your chela.
 
Your servant,
Maha Mantra Siddhi dasa



Dallas
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Dandavat pranamas. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this auspicious day of your appearance, as Vaisesika Maharaja
extolled your virtues in our Saturday class, I was thinking back with
nostalgia and disbelief at how much mercy you so generously showered on
this fallen soul and how blind I was to what I was receiving.
 
Dear Maharaja, your kindness is like the sweet smell of jasmine flowers; it
lingers on, spreading its fragrance long after it was received. I do not
think I would have worked that hard to get my sixteen rounds in order if
you had not offered me the benediction of your presence at my initiation,
something I still look back on with great amazement.
 
It has been so long since ISV has had the opportunity to receive your
association, but you are always in our thoughts, because when we think of
book distribution, thoughts of you are not far behind. You have been
such a wonderful supporter of all our book distribution efforts, always
taking the time to ask devotees to help us and take sets. We are so
indebted to you for all your support and blessings.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for being the kind, compassionate, caring,
generous person that you are. You have saved so many lost souls like me
by reaching out and catching us in the safety net of your shelter and care.
I cannot imagine making this journey of Krishna consciousness if I had
not received your unconditional support and guidance at that moment in
my life.
 
As we celebrate your auspicious appearance day, I pray to Sri Sri Radha-
Madana-mohana to please keep you safe and healthy so you can continue
to keep on saving countless lost souls like me from the insanity of



material life. Maharaja, you truly embody the auspiciousness that the
shastras describe in that one small moment of association with a pure
devotee.
 
Praying that you will come and purify ISV once more with your presence,
once this challenging period of self-enforced separation finally comes to
an end.
 
Enthusiastically looking forward to reading your next book and eternally
grateful to have received the audarya of your support.
 
Yours sincerely in service,
Manjula-Kantha devi dasi
ISKCON Silicon Valley (ISV)
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna, our dearmost Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace
and Srila Prabhupada.
 
We pray this meets you well. A most blissful holy appearance day to you,
Maharaja.
 
Everyone here in Dallas-Fort Worth is extremely blessed to have your
love and support. We truly experience your empowering sweetness. As a
real exemplar of Krishna conscious sheltering well-wishers, you have
made us most fortunate and very encouraged in advancing, as Srila
Prabhupada desires. That pleases all our Gurudevas, of whom you are
very prominent in every way.
 
Thank you eternally for always liberally sheltering and leading us. Your
happiness is our genuine treasure.
 
Please always allow us to serve you and your generations of servants.



 
Your servants’ humble servants,
Manjuali devi dasi (TKG) and Nityananda dasa (TKG)
Dallas
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances, All glories to His Divine Grace A.
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, thank you for the honor to include me on this special day, your
Vyasa-puja. Happy appearance day!
 
I would love to offer a humble poem:
 
Giriraj Swami, you are in my vision
Your smile resembles a sweet young blooming lotus flower
Your laughter is highly contagious; you’re humble as a blade of grass.
 
Giriraj Swami, you are in my vision
Grace, kindness, and sensitivities is the cloth you wear
Excellence and high standards, Love and compassion are the rays you
project.
 
Giriraj Swami, you are in my vision
Your pure devotion to Srila Prabhupada and Sri Krishna is inspirational
By hearing and seeing you, I understand better guru-tattva.
 
Giriraj Swami, you are in my vision
With your blessings may we all receive a drop of your pure nectar
Taking shelter under your colorful peacock wings brings me peace and
comfort.
 
Giriraj Swami, may you never leave my vision.



 
Your servant,
Bhaktin Mimi Wilheim
Los Angeles
 

* * *
 
August 9, 2020
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
Only a month ago, even though I am unworthy, you have accepted me as
your student, and agreed to guide me in my spiritual growth. Because of
your kind and patient teachings, I am hopeful that one day I may take
shelter of your lotus feet. Your compassionate advice on a difficult
situation has given me strength and the assurance that by Krishna’s
mercy, and doing my part, all will work out for the best.
 
There are so many things I’d like to thank you for, and know in the
future, there will be so many more. Here are just a few for now:
 
• Thank you for recommending your three books, which I have ordered

and look forward to reading.
• Thank you for your Facebook Japa Sanga group. Hearing your voice

while chanting helps to center my focus on Krishna.
• Thank you for all the classes you give. I have learned so much, and still

have so much to learn, but your enthusiasm and the mood in which you
share lessons from shastra helps give me a better understanding. Thank
you for sharing some of your experiences with Srila Prabhupada and his
mission. Your selfless service is amazing!

 
I am so humbled by your grace and pray that one day, by Krishna’s
arrangement, I may bow down to your lotus feet.



 
Your servant,
Bhaktin Miranda Marsico
Indianapolis, Indiana
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I don’t know much and the older I get and the more I try and practice a
spiritual life, the less I seem to know. But I do know this: you are clearly
someone who is sincerely trying to give yourself to serve God and His
children.
 
And in that service, you have shown that you are prepared to undergo
great suffering to your own mind and body. I have seen that firsthand
and been amazed at that kind of selflessness.
 
You are a wonderful example to us all.
 
I wish you a happy day and all the best for the year ahead.
 
Your grateful servant,
Mukunda dasa
Alachua, Florida
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Holiness. All glories to our beloved Srila Prabhupada.
 



On this most auspicious day, I come before you with wishes of wellbeing
and happiness in Krishna.
 
I am forever indebted with servitude and gratitude to you for your
unceasing mercy and compassion that you selflessly offer from your heart
to us all. It is a humbling honor that I have been given the chance to call
you my teacher, my guru, my spiritual father. You exemplify all that Srila
Prabhupada mercifully has taught, thus keeping him so close and alive for
all of us. Through this you mercifully spread the pure essence of Krishna
to the world, leading by example—a true servant of Lord Chaitanya’s
mission. Hare Krishna.
 
Forever in your service,
Bhaktin Natascha
Houston

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila
Prabhupada.
 
On the eve of Janmashtami, as we sit and write this message to you in the
midst of an ongoing pandemic, we are missing your association very
much. Around this time every year, you make your visit to Houston. It is
a time that is filled with sweet memories, as each and every moment with
you is uplifting, exhilarating, and even feels magical and mysterious at
times.
 
We want every moment in our life to feel that way, as if we are always
with you. The most incredible thing about being in your presence is
witnessing how you live every moment of your life in service to Srila
Prabhupada. In this way, you are always with him.
 
Our wish is to always be with you and Srila Prabhupada. This is only
possible if we take your instructions to heart. O Guru Maharaja, please



instruct us. Please guide us to do what pleases you the most. We don’t
ever want you to leave us.
 
Eager to be in your presence again and always,
 
Your aspiring servants,
Nila Madhava dasa and Madhuri Radha devi dasi
Houston
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holiness Giriraj Swami, who is
very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus
feet.”
 
My dearmost Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my humblest obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada and Your Holiness.
 
As I write this humble offering on the most auspicious occasion of your
seventy-third Vyasa-puja, my mind is filled with memories of your divine
qualities, which have touched the hearts of and attracted countless souls
to your exemplary personality and faithful rendition of Srila
Prabhupada’s teachings. Although my attempt to describe your qualities
is inadequate, I would like to discuss three, and I hope you will accept my
sincere attempt to glorify you, in the same vein that Lord Ramachandra
accepted the service of the small squirrel, who carried pebbles to build the
bridge to Lanka.
 
Simplicity – I witnessed the simplicity of your lifestyle when I visited you
in Carpinteria in March 2017 and Dallas in September 2019. As a
renunciant, you have shed unnecessary possessions and adopted only



belongings essential to your service—basic living quarters, standard
clothing, devotional literature, and some technological equipment used
for outreach and devotee care. In the minimalist lifestyle, I observed your
clarity of purpose and freedom from distraction. But the simplicity goes
beyond the scope of physical possessions; it extends to your personal
conduct and application of the philosophy. A dear godbrother once told
me what you had told him, “If one can become free from duplicity, then
the mind can become much more peaceful.” When we were pacing back
and forth on the walkway next to Butterfly Beach in Santa Barbara in
2017, I inquired what one can do to avoid offenses. Committing offenses
inhibits us from making progress on the path to suddha-nama and
ascending the bhakti ladder from sraddha to nistha, at which point one is
not as intensely affected by one’s lower nature. I was expecting an
esoteric answer, but you immediately responded, “We chant the Pancha-
Tattva mantra,” and then proceeded to recite it. Your presentation of
Krishna consciousness, like your conduct, is natural and simple, and full
of grace and dignity.
 
Compassion – Out of humility, every devotee feels that the spiritual
master’s acceptance of said devotee is an act of selfless compassion. For
me, I feel it is the truth. I grew up in a devotee family, but in spite of the
unequivocal shastric statement regarding acceptance of an initiating
spiritual master, I was hesitant to do so. I was looking for someone to
whom I could give my heart, who would not betray me, and with whom I
could have a personal relationship. I had met you several times before
then, but when you came to my grandmother’s memorial program in
March 2014, and sat and talked with me, something special happened.
From that point on, you cultivated a personal relationship through phone
calls and Skype video chats, inquiring and looking to my personal well-
being. And in spite of my personal shortcomings, which occurred over
the course of the next years, you lovingly accepted me.
 
Like a swan, you extract the essence. As a devotee, you see the good
qualities in a person and ignore the bad. You encourage, uplift, and
inspire each one of us to be the best versions of ourselves in service. In a
recent Zoom conference class, an elderly gentleman had expressed that



he wants to change his personality—that he does not like his demanding
nature and the impact it has had and continues to have on his
relationships. You compassionately listened to him and offered sage
advice—that to change one’s nature at such an age is as difficult as
“teaching an old dog new tricks” and that his time would be better spent
purifying himself by the practice of Krishna consciousness. To speak the
truth is also an act of compassion.
 
Accessibility – The global coronavirus pandemic has brought about
unprecedented change in the world, but it has also opened new frontiers
for preaching and sharing spiritual knowledge. While physical gatherings
have been almost completely curtailed, advanced devotees such as your
good self have adopted virtual meeting platforms to disseminate spiritual
teachings, give association to and enthuse persons from far and wide, and
extend care to the worldwide devotee congregation. The sheer number of
classes you give on Zoom (many times multiple meetings in a single day),
the Facebook japa sanga in which participants can literally chant with
you, and your extraordinarily prompt reply to text messages and emails
bear testimony to your incredible accessibility and generosity. You make
it a priority to be available to others because your life is for others. In a
recent message sent as a response to a Happy Father’s Day message, you
wrote, “It is my duty to support and encourage you—and all others—in
Krishna consciousness—by Srila Prabhupada’s grace.”
 
Dear Gurudeva, recent events have once again revealed that the material
world is unpredictable and Sri Krishna’s plan is mysterious. His Holiness
Bhakti Charu Swami’s abrupt departure has left an indelible void in the
spiritual lives of many. Yet it has also highlighted the value in seeking
and cherishing vapu association with our spiritual teachers while they are
present with us. I treasure the personal association I have had with you
last year—walking along the perimeter of the lake, serving you prasada,
and assisting in cooking for you. And I hope and pray to have an
opportunity to serve you more, in whatever capacity pleases you.
 
Upon finding Sri Krishna and Sudama in the forest, Sandipani Muni
expressed his satisfaction with the service rendered and stated, “This



indeed is the duty of all true disciples—to repay the debt to their spiritual
master by offering him, with pure hearts, their wealth and even their
very lives.” (SB 10.80.41)
 
I offer you everything.
 
Your aspiring, eternal servant,
Nitai dasa
Denver, Colorado
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humblest obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada and to Your Holiness!
 
On this auspicious occasion, I wish you a very happy birthday and pray
you remain with us for many, many years to come—by Srila Prabhupada
and Sri Krishna’s grace.
 
You are a veritable treasure house of devotional qualities, and you
embody the perfection of Vaishnava etiquette. You know the essence of
the shastra, and you speak it with such clarity and realization. You
perfectly exemplify surrender and devotion to Sri Guru, and you are the
recipient of his blessings.
 
Over the last several weeks I have witnessed the immense outpouring of
love from the worldwide devotee community, and I stand in complete
awe of your greatness, majesty, and magnanimity. My heart is softened by
hearing the words of those senior and more advanced on the path and by
seeing your incredible grace, dignity, and patience.
 
At the outset of the celebrations, Jagadananda Prabhu, Jivan-mukta
Prabhu, and I watched the event in Carpinteria together on the lunar
calendar date. To see your deep satisfaction while reading the e-book of



offerings and blissfully tasting the myriad of preparations and then to
hear the instructive Vyasa-puja address were truly the highlights for me.
For your pleasure, I cooked and offered a meal of cauliflower and bell
pepper sabji, rice, thick mung dal, and vanilla almond suji halvah. After
the broadcast ended, we did pushpanjali, sang Gurvastaka, performed
arati to Your Divine Grace, and honored prasada.
 
I have so much to learn from you. I humbly beg your blessings to be a
worthy disciple and son. Please have mercy on this wayward soul.
 
Your aspiring, eternal servant with love,
Nitai dasa
Denver, Colorado
 

* * *
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
him.”
 
Dear Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
Please accept our most sincere and humble obeisances unto your lotus
feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your appearance day in
this material world.
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we wanted to take the
opportunity to glorify and thank you for everything. It’s by your mercy
alone that so many conditioned souls, such as us, have been given this
most glorious opportunity to take up Krishna consciousness. We do feel
indebted for all you have been doing for our spiritual life. Your good self
was sent by Krishna at the time we needed it.
 



We will never forget that day we met you on the occasion of Srila
Prabhupada’s Festival in New Dwaraka and received from you two
important books, Watering the Seed and The Nectar of Devotion; that was
the beginning for us.
 
Maharaja, you’re the light shining on the path of devotional service. Like
a father you have mercifully picked us up from the darkness. Please
always bestow your mercy upon a fallen soul like us in the form of service.
 
Your eternal servants,
Bhakta Obed and Bhaktin Argentina
Los Angeles
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dearest Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, on this auspicious tithi of your appearance, I humbly write this
offering.
 
Dearest Gurudeva, I have heard well-known sayings about mother and
her greatness, because she carries a child in her womb, and takes lots of
pain to bring the baby into this world, and is the epitome of many
wonderful qualities.
 
Similarly, a guru gives second birth to the conditioned soul. He takes the
pain of the sins of his disciples, and from the time of accepting a soul as
his disciple, as his beloved child, his mission is to take them back home, to
the real, eternal abode, and he becomes the mother, father, and
everything to the disciple.
 
The mother brings us into this world, but dear Gurudeva takes us out of
this miserable world!
 



Mother’s glories are immeasurable!
 
Gurudeva, your glories are inexhaustible!
 
I am making a humble attempt to glorify Maharaja by using his name—G
I R I R A J.
 
Mother is generous.
Gurudeva, you are glorious!
 
Mother’s love is imbuing.
Gurudeva, your love is illuminating!
 
Mother’s glance is relaxing.
Gurudeva, your glance is reforming!
 
Mother’s sacrifices are immemorial.
Gurudeva, your sacrifices are impeccable!
 
Mother’s shelter is refreshing.
Gurudeva, your shelter is releasing (from birth and death).
 
Mother’s smile is admiring.
Gurdeva, your smile is assuring (that you are there for us life after life).
 
Children are the apples of their mother’s eyes!
Gurudeva, you are the jewel of Srila Prabhupada’s eyes!!
 
Maharaja, Giri Govardhana is called Haridasa. You exemplify the name
Giriraja. Govardhana supplies everything that is needed for Krishna, the
cows, the gopas, etc.
 
Maharaja, you are really the best servant of Hari. You understood your
Gurudeva’s mood so well. Once you told me that you see everyone as
Srila Prabhupada’s family. Just as Govardhana gives everything needed,
whoever comes in touch with you, Maharaja, will get all auspiciousness in



life.
 
Maharaja, I am sooo indebted to you for all that you have given me. I fall
short of words whenever I write to you. I was floating in this material
ocean with no clue of who was going to help. At that time you came,
Maharaja, and showered love and gave me hope. Since then, by the
power of your prayers and blessings, Krishna has been showing His
causeless mercy.
 
Maharaja, there is no meaning to a mother’s sacrifice if the child doesn’t
ultimately meet his real mother (Vedas) and father (guru). By some
ajnata-sukrti, I found my spiritual masters this life, from a bona fide
sampradaya.
 
I take this opportunity to offer my koti koti pranamas to your mother,
whose sacrifice and pain brought a jewel (you) to this world, and has
helped many, many mothers to find meaning to the pain that they
undertook.
 
Maharaja, I sincerely pray to Srimati Radharani to keep you very healthy
for many, many years so that you are there for many unhealthy souls such
as me.
 
If I have to summarize my feelings in a word, it is gratitude. Maharaja,
please bless me that I will ever remain with a grateful heart for all that I
have received. Please always keep me under your sweet shelter and never
leave me. Thank you sooo much, Gurudeva.
 
Please forgive me if I have spoken anything wrong.
 
Always aspiring to be your servant,
Padmasakhi devi dasi (RNS)
Fort Myers, Florida
 

* * *
 



Hare Krishna kind Guru Maharaja!
 
Happy appearance day and Vyasa-puja! Please accept my humble
obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Guru Maharaja, I came across this doha, or couplet, from Saint Kabir,
which described how I felt, and I sat down to write your glories.
 
सब धरती कागत क ँ ! लेखन सब बन राय!
सात समु र मसी क ँ । गु  गुण िलखो ंन जाये।
 
“If I could turn the entire earth into paper to write! All of the forest as a
pen to write! Entire ocean as ink, still I couldn’t write the glories and
qualities of my guru!”
 
You are very personal in your care and dealings with everyone who comes
in your contact. When you know a disciple is going through difficulty,
you check on them like a loving father would be concerned for a child.
The amazing mercy you show towards someone making even the slightest
effort to advance spiritually is simply amazing, this is simply a reflection
of how you are in the mood of Srila Prabhupada in everything you do and
say. When I had emailed you almost ten years ago that I was chanting one
round, you had replied that you cannot wait to meet a fellow chanter.
You encouraged a budding devotee with so much affection and I am
eternally indebted to you.
 
Whenever I am going through some tough times or I feel the enthusiasm
in my spiritual practice is slackening, all I have to do is listen to your
talks—either recorded or live—and I get the guidance I need from your
words. The biggest instruction I took from one of your talks via Zoom
recently was that you had said, “The most important instruction of a guru
for a disciple is to chant their rounds attentively.” I strive for this every
single day, for I know that the holy name is the link that will ensure that
I am serving you in this life and next, no matter what situation or what
planet. When I had the opportunity to serve you in Carpinteria, while
chanting standing behind you and looking at the deity of Haridasa



Thakura, is the level of sadhana I strive for.
 
The departure of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami was so hard on our
devotee community, including me, and I found so much solace in your
talks and Vaisesika Prabhu’s talks. The words of wisdom spoken by self-
realized souls like yourself, come from the fact that you have churned the
nectar for many years and births of sincere sadhana. Krishna fulfills
many purposes from His one action and His ways are mysterious, and
even if in this life I am not one of your advanced disciples due to
restrictions of family life and situation, but I know and I pray that I will
be able to please you with the sincerity of my heart always since you
know what is in everyone’s heart, just like Srila Prabhupada knew.
 
I know that you have been my spiritual father from many births. I still
remember the first time I had your darshan almost ten years ago in
Carpinteria when I couldn’t help the tears that rolled down
uncontrollably. It felt like I was looking for you all my life and the love
that I was hankering for found its rightful place at the dust of your lotus
feet.
 
I pray to Krishna and Srila Prabhupada to always keep me as your servant
daughter and to give you great health.
 
Priti Radhika dasi
Galt, California
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
By the thirteenth century, the authority and potency of the shastras, in
particular the Mahabharata, which of course includes the Bhagavad-gita,
were coming into question. Multiple versions, compiled from the
mundane perspective of various commentators and editors, were in
circulation. The transcendental essence of the shastra was being obscured
by individuals motivated by their own personal agenda.



 
At this time, Sri Madhvacharya, as a devotee with eyes anointed with the
salve of love of God, undertook the monumental task of reviewing the
extant versions of the Mahabharata. In his Mahabharata Tatparya
Nirnaya, he, based on his own realized, devotional insight, cleared away
the changes obscuring the devotional message to once again reveal the
essence of these historical documents. He did this by rigorously cross-
referencing the various Puranas, Vedas, the various versions of the
Mahabharata itself, Bhagavad-gita, and other shastras. By so doing, he
clearly showed how inconsistencies could be resolved, with the
devotional essence being revealed for each instance of doubtful
provenance. Of course, his own spotless character and devotional purity
were the essential qualities motivating and enabling this endeavor.
 
This potency is based on the principle of learning the book Bhagavata
directly from the person Bhagavata, as explained in the Introduction to
the Srimad-Bhagavatam by A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada:
“It is imperative that one learn the Srimad-Bhagavatam from the person
Bhagavatam. The person Bhagavatam is one whose very life is Srimad-
Bhagavatam in practice.” Despite this clear statement, I have over the
years yearned to hear your own version, Guru Maharaja. I have felt some
frustration when hearing from you because you invariably answer
enquiries with quotes from shastra and your own Guru Maharaja. Well,
silly me—your own version has been there all the time. The ultimate
essence of your instruction is in your “very life.” Fortunately for all of us,
your extraordinary memory and devotional insight into your own life
experiences with Srila Prabhupada, serve as an additional source of
instruction with stories illuminating points of shastra in a most intimate
and personal way. This is ultimately why I appreciate your personal
instruction and classes (and in particular, your answers to individual
questions) so deeply. And, this way of sharing your own devotional
insights, is giving us a glimpse into the real, day-to-day practice of an
exalted person Bhagavata.
 
This realized, practical knowledge, vijnana, of the book Bhagavata and
the person Bhagavata, Srila Prabhupada, and ultimately in the form of



Srila Vyasadeva, was Sri Madhavacharya’s advantage over others as he
scrutinized the shastra to extract the real purport of each verse. This is
your strength as well, the ability to apply the lessons of the Bhagavatam
to everyday life situations with the insight gained from extensive,
personal association with your own spiritual master.
 
A couple of years ago, I wrote to you asking in essence, how best to
prioritize my service in light of my limited time—given the usual
challenges of life. Your reply exemplifies your ability to bring your own
life experience, your knowledge of shastra, and your appreciation for
Srila Prabhupada’s wisdom to bear on life’s vicissitudes in a simple,
humorous manner:
 
“… just remember Srila Prabhupada’s statement, ‘Spiritual life is difficult,
but material life is impossible.”
 
Thank you very much.
 
Your servant,
Purusottama-ksetra dasa
Gita Nagari Eco Farm and Sanctuary, Pennsylvania
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble and respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
We would like to wish you a very, very happy Vyasa-puja, Maharaja. We
sincerely pray to our dearmost Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Kalachandji to
bless you with a healthy life, to always give us shelter and guidance at
your lotus feet.
 
Maharaja, I cannot describe in words how grateful we are to have you in
our lives. At times we have bothered you with our ordeals, and we’re



grateful to receive shelter and proper guidance every time we approach
you.
 
Maharaja, you bring light and enthusiasm in our spiritual lives when you
visit us in Dallas. How difficult, bored, and sad this year has been when
we did not get any service or association of yours. We hope and pray
things settle soon, so we can get an opportunity to serve you again.
 
I was listening to a song Guru Maharaja always sings—ekhona bujhinu
prabhu! tomara carana. I never knew the meaning of this song until
recently something inside me inspired to me read the meaning. It was
very amazing, especially in this time of our lives.
 
I am sincerely grateful to you, Maharaja, to all the wonderful friends we
have around us, and to our dearmost Lordships Sri Sri Radha-
Kalachandji; Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra Maharani; and Sri Sri
Gaura-Nitai to be always with us in rain or shine. We are also grateful to
our Guru Maharaja who has always guided and inspired me in my heart
to do the right things, and always trusted me and has given me a lot of
love and affection, which keeps me going.
 
Thanks a million, Maharaja, for all you have given us—love, affection,
service (irrespective of our imperfections), association, guidance, support.
 
Once again, a very, very happy birthday to you. We are eagerly waiting
for this situation to get better and to have your wonderful service
opportunity in Dallas. And also for your book.
 
Thank you.
 
Aspiring to be your humble servants,
Rasaraja dasa (RNS), Rasakeli dasi (RNS), and Rasalila
Dallas
 

* * *
 



Dear Guru Maharaj,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your beloved master, Srila
Prabhupada!
 
Guru Maharaj, while browsing my husband’s Facebook account looking
for nectar, I came across the following quote from a book called Wounded
Shepherd, by Austen Ivereigh. It was posted by a devotee, Krishna Kishore
das, who is a professor of religion at Iona College in New York:
 

One day in St. Peter’s Square, CNN’s religion editor, Daniel Burke,
found himself wondering how this happened. Tearing up from
watching the pope embrace the elderly and sick, he found himself full
of the urge to do the same. Why? He found that scientists spoke of
“elevation,” the mimetic effect of gestures of tenderness that provoke
the desire in us to be better people. “Edicts and rules may keep us from
behaving like devils,” Burke concluded, “but if you want us to be saints,
it helps to show us how.”

 
This passage struck me because this is exactly what Srila Prabhupada did;
He showed us how to be saintly. Of course, Srila Prabhupada did so much
more than simply demonstrate an external expression of care or concern.
But ultimately, I believe it was Srila Prabhupada’s extreme loving
compassion for all those suffering in this material world that deeply
touched the hearts of his disciples, and inspired them to devote their lives
to serving him.
 
This same mood of compassion was what first attracted me to Your
Divine Grace. Over the years, in conversations amongst devotees who
joined ISKCON after Srila Prabhupada left, it has been noted that many
of Srila Prabhupada’s prominent disciples reflect a particular mood or
quality of His Divine Grace, such as his erudite knowledge of the
scriptures, or his broad preaching vision. Although you also possess these
wonderful attributes (and many, many more) I have always felt that you
most perfectly embody Srila Prabhupada’s merciful and compassionate



nature. Because of this, you awaken in our hearts deep love and devotion
(bhakti), and inspire us to want to be better. Your mercy never falters,
but it is not cheap, or sentimental. Your unflinching faith in Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions, and the process of Krishna consciousness,
especially the chanting of the Lord’s holy names, provides you with the
transcendental vision to clearly see what we need to progress in our
spiritual lives. And you so kindly give your time and attention to help us
on our journey. For myself, I simply cannot imagine my life without the
inspiration and guidance I have received from you. Thinking back over
the years I have been blessed with your association, I realize that you
have given me a lifetime of good instructions, and a perfect example to
follow, for which I am eternally grateful. Most recently, I have been
reflecting on a particular instruction, when you explained to me the
difference between being selfish, and learning to act in one’s own self-
interest. As I meditate daily on your example, I am strengthened in the
realization that our true self-interest can only lie in our relationship with
Krishna. I am recognizing that activities I engage in which may
externally appear selfless, but which do not serve to strengthen my
connection to Krishna, are actually contaminated by some subtle selfish
desire for fame, adoration or prestige. And so, now I find myself
desperately trying to make up for all the time I have wasted, endeavoring
to arrange my life so that my efforts to become Krishna conscious become
my first priority. Only then can I truly become a proper recipient of your
unlimited mercy.
 
On this blessed event of your Vyasa-puja, at the beginning of the holy
month of Kartik, I am repeatedly falling at your feet with prostrated
obeisances, tears flowing from my eyes, praying that I will never forget all
that you have shown me. Thank you for accepting me as your disciple.
Please bless me to become qualified to follow your example, and share
Srila Prabhupada’s merciful gifts with everyone I contact.
 
Your eternally grateful spiritual daughter,
Revati dasi
Gita Nagari Eco Farm and Sanctuary, Pennsylvania
 



* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories
to you and to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to thank you
for the shelter and guidance you give to a fallen soul like me. I also pray
to our dear Lord Krishna to keep you in good health, and I pray that the
health crisis affecting the world today be over soon so we could associate
with you and serve you in person.
 
Although this year we haven’t celebrated festivals with great pomp or
had the opportunity to associate personally with you, your giving of
association through the internet has been like a soothing oasis in this
desert of material existence. You are always so giving, and you are always
investing so much time and energy for our eternal benefit. I am eternally
grateful to Krishna and Srila Prabhupada for sending you.
 
I pray that I become more and more attached to your lotus feet.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Shyama Gopala dasa
Dallas, Texas
 

* * *
 
My dearest Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to the dust of your divine
lotus feet. All glories to you. All glories to dearest Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to the auspicious occasion of your appearance day. All glories to
your Vyasa-puja.
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya



caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah
 
We wish our dearmost, lovable, and worshipable Gurudeva a very, very
happy birthday and blissful Vyasa-puja. May the Queen of Vrindavan,
the bestower of bhakti, and the ultimate Sri Krishna shower Gurudeva
with Their choicest blessings and abundant devotion, good health,
happiness, and more.
 
Your glories are sung every day in my heart, and because it is your Vyasa-
puja today, my very insignificant heart wanted to share my realizations
and offer them unto your lotus feet. I pray that you will accept my
offering. There is so much to be said about your magnanimous, divine
self, but, sadly, I am embarrassed, because I lack the knowledge to glorify
you and do not know how to express my feelings.
 
Gurudeva, I am very grateful to you for granting me the bliss to take the
path of Krishna consciousness. Whoever I am today is because of you! I
would have been totally lost in darkness if I had not received your
shelter. My life’s biggest turning point was when I received the gift
Watering the Seed, written by you.
 
In Chapter 5, Time for Krishna, you wrote:
 
“If we fill our schedule with the most important activities first, with
Krishna conscious activities, we’ll always be able to accommodate less
important activities—if at all we choose to. But if we fill our time with
less important activities—pebbles, sand, and water—there will be no
place left for the most important activities—the large rocks. So let us
plan our days and weeks to include time for chanting Hare Krishna,
hearing Krishna’s glories, and serving Krishna’s devotees. Then our lives
will be completely successful.”
 
Your above words are profound and guide me when I falter, which
happens day-to-day. I am reminded of your golden words and instructions
every day. By your grace, by the grace of Srila Prabhupada and
Radharani, I have found joy and peace in serving Their Lordships



through home deity worship, preparing bhoga and feeding Them,
listening to Bhagavatam, singing bhajans—but I lack complete sincerity
during japa. I humbly beg for your grace upon me so that one day in this
lifetime I may gain a pinch of sincerity to relish the taste of chanting the
nectar of the holy name. I hanker to chant with love, with attention,
with all my heart, but even when the taste arises, it only lasts only for a
few seconds, a few beads.
 
Gurudeva, thank you from the bottom of my heart for sharing the light of
your transcendental self upon lowly servants like myself and my family,
who have so much faith and trust in you. Thank you so much for taking
me under your wings and being there for me and my family, for support,
love, and advice, during our good and challenging circumstances. Thank
you, Gurudeva, for everything!!
 
In this lifetime I could not have asked for more—Krishna provided me
with the most precious reward: my guru, my spiritual father, Gurudeva!
 
Wishing you a very happy birthday, dearest Gurudeva, from Milan,
Akanksha, and myself. We love you!
 
Thank you very much.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
With deep regards,
Your servant,
Sriji dasi
North Carolina
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 



Please accept our heartiest obeisances, well wishes, and prayers on your
divine appearance day.
 
Maharaja, your sweetness and simplicity doesn’t contradict your service
as an expert manager, temple president, GBC, and many other important
responsibilities that you served as.
 
Your soft, compassionate, and thoughtful speech doesn’t contradict your
firm faith and complete fidelity to Srila Prabhupada’s teachings.
 
Your health conditions don’t prevent you from selflessly giving yourself
to wherever you are required to help Srila Prabhupada’s mission.
 
Thank you for appearing on this planet and being a beacon of Krishna
consciousness.
 
Seeking your blessings and your association for many years to come.
 
Your servant,
Srivasa Pandit dasa (RNS)
ISKCON Silicon Valley (ISV)
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Sri
Sri Gaura-Nitai and Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, it is my utmost fortune that you have given shelter to
me.
 
I would like to quote this verse from Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.18.39):
 

tavat paricared bhaktah
sraddhavan anasuyakah



yavad brahma vijaniyan
mam eva gurum adrtah

 
“Until a devotee has clearly realized spiritual knowledge, he should
continue with great faith and respect and without envy to render
personal service to the guru, who is non-different from Me.”
 
Guru Maharaja, by your kind mercy, I am trying to get on to the first
rung of the bhakti ladder. I do not know this transcendental science, and
am totally dependent on your causeless mercy to understand even a little
bit about Krishna. What to speak of serving Krishna, I don’t even know
how to serve Your Holiness. By your sweet mercy, you give me
opportunities to serve you, which I invariably mess up. On this most
auspicious occasion of your appearance day, I beg at the dust of your lotus
feet that I can serve your lotus feet with at least some devotion, and try to
please you.
 
Once you had told me, “You sing well; use this in Krishna’s service.”
Guru Maharaja, by your unlimited mercy, I have tried to put together a
small music video presentation in your honor. I hope and pray it gives
some pleasure to Your Divine Grace on this happy occasion.
 
Meera and Gopal prabhu join me in wishing you a very happy appearance
day. We humbly pray to the Lordships that we can have your healthy
association for a long time.
 
This is a humble presentation I made for Your Divine Grace:
 
https://youtu.be/9uFRAMxSJ70
 
Humbly beg at your lotus feet on this auspicious occasion to bless our
family to make spiritual progress.
 
Eternally indebted,
Your foolish servant,
Sukha-sagari devi dasi

https://youtu.be/9uFRAMxSJ70


Houston
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
I got a deeper appreciation and thirst to know more about Srila
Prabhupada only after I got to know you and read your books. I met you
at the Bhaktivedanta Medical Retreat in Houston in January 2019. Before
that I was chanting inconsistently. After patiently listening to me, you
said, “The only way to overcome all this is through chanting more.” So I
started chanting more, and now I understand what you meant.
 
I am able to talk to you, clarify any doubts without reservation and
without fear of being judged.
 
Whenever I have asked a question, or just thought of a question in my
head, I would get an email from you with an excerpt from Srila
Prabhupada’s letter, giving the answer to my question.
 
When I go through situations and ask myself, “What would Prabhupada
do?” I get answers from reading Watering the Seed.
 
So, Maharaja, there are many reasons for me to thank Krishna for my
getting to know you, and the one for which I have the deepest gratitude
is that you helped me connect to Srila Prabhupada. Your instructions,
answers, and books have taught me a lot about Srila Prabhupada, and the
example of a loving relationship between a guru and disciple. Thank you
for bringing me closer to Prabhupada.
 
Sumithira Vasu
Columbus, Ohio
 

* * *



 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
You are my torchlight in a moonless night.
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Last Saturday I spoke to Your Divine Grace from my heart during your
most auspicious Vyasa-puja on Zoom.
 
I waited almost eight hours, watching your wonderfully qualified and
perfect disciples give their offerings. After seeing each person (prabhus
and matajis, families and children) give their offering, I kept thinking
more and more how little I have to offer Your Divine Grace. I thought,
“Oh, these are real devotees of Guru Maharaja.” I thought back to
February 2001 (I was 29) when we first met, how much I loved you and
wanted you to be my spiritual master. But I waited until September (I was
30) of that year to ask you to accept me as your disciple.
 
During those seven months we wrote to each other. You were the first
person I wrote on e-mail. I couldn’t buy my own computer until 2012, so I
used libraries, Internet cafes, and other devotees’ computers whenever I
could find them. You told me that you make your aspiring disciples wait a
long time. And I said that I will wait.
 
On Gaura-purnima of 2002 you said I could start saying your pranama-
mantra. And that that sealed the deal for me. I was so happy.
 
I could not afford an apartment on my minimum wage. It wasn’t until
2016 that I found a cabin I could afford, up in the mountains of the
Eastern Mohave. Before that I slept in my van or VW bus and took my
showers at the beach. I lived at campsites in Hawai’i (2012–2014), telling
my mother I had a beautiful house and I was the caretaker—which of
course was not true. But I hated that she called me homeless and a
disgrace. She regularly told me that my father, who passed away in 1998,



would be turning over in his grave because of me.
 
I never doubted that you were and are and will be my spiritual father
eternally. Our relationship grew, and you told me Krishna would tell you
when to initiate me. You also told me that this initiation was just a
formality and that our relationship was eternal, that you had accepted me
and I had accepted you.
 
In 2013 (when I was 42) Krishna told you, and you told me.
 
I didn’t live in the temple. I had only a couple of close devotee friends,
two of which are your godbrothers, and one the wife of one of them, who
has been a mother to me all these years.
 
I am not a temple devotee, I do not have a high school or college
education, and I struggle materially. I am not married, I have no children,
and I have few friends. Materially I have been unsuccessful, but
spiritually I attained gold by having you as my eternal father and spiritual
master.
 
Now I am 49 years old. I have an apartment close to you, my real dad. We
have our deal together. Every day I chant my minimum sixteen rounds of
the Hare Krishna maha-mantra and follow the four regulative principles.
I do this for you.
 
I’ll never be great, famous, or even memorable in the scheme of life and
your pastimes. But you have given me life, Guru Maharaja. My whole life
revolves around you. Without you I am just a poor, lonely, eccentric old
man.
 
You are my best friend and my father. You have been so for almost two
decades—through e-mails, phone calls, and personal meetings,
throughout the years.
 
I love you more than words can ever say. Tears pour from my eyes when I
think about how much I really love you—and how fortunate I am to be



loved so much by you.
 
Please engage me in your personal service. I have no talents. I just want
to serve you, lifetime after lifetime. So please just use me as your
instrument.
 
You are the sunshine in my life and in in my heart.
 
With all my love,
 
Your eternal son and servant,
 
Shyama Chandra Dasa
Santa Barbara
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Swami,
 
Please accept my most sincere, humble obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
The devotees have been celebrating and honoring your appearance day
via the Internet, and I would like to chime in. I don’t know the Vedic
date for this year, but September 13 is your Western birthdate. Your
appearance anywhere and anytime is all-auspicious and a great blessing to
all.
 
You are worthy of unreserved homage, obeisance, and eulogy perpetually.
You have sacrificed your complete self for Srila Prabhupada, his mission,
and his followers, and you are an exemplary disciple. You are an
embodiment of love for Srila Prabhupada, and you are the personified
parampara. You are jagat-guru, qualified to make disciples all over the
world, and you have done so. You are an ocean of transcendental
qualities, full of compassion for the fallen souls.
 



You came uninvited into my office one day, and I received you warily,
like a Wretched, offensive dog. You compassionately befriended me,
covered though I was in passion and ignorance. You welcomed us in
Carpinteria, accompanied us on an unforgettable Houston Halloween
hari-nama, and engaged us in devotional service, despite my lack of
qualification or intelligence. You advised me against impersonally
exploiting Krishna, as with the ill-advised Jagannatha clock.
 
Tamal Krishna Goswami, Bhakti Charu Swami, and you have been the
greatest beneficial influences in my life after Srila Prabhupada. I offer
obeisances to you all at least thrice daily. Tamal Krishna Goswami and
Bhakti Charu Swami have already departed. It’s sad and sobering to think
how much time I’ve wasted with my offensive, fallen, and obstinate
incorrigibility.
 
Thank you for your noble and inspiring example. Kalindi and I feel
effectively useless here, and our thoughts are turning toward Murari
Sevak as we wonder how to contribute to Srila Prabhupada’s mission.
Whatever happens, we very much need and appreciate your gracious
mercy, instructive guidance, and encouraging inspiration.
 
You are most compassionate and powerful. Please think kindly of us, and
continue to forgive my offenses, which I am trying hard to minimize.
 
Your aspiring follower,
Thakur Haridas das (SDG)
Houston
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja!
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your service. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
It is extremely auspicious that your appearance day also coincides with



Indira Ekadashi. I am always really happy to chant, but I am super happy
to chant twenty-five rounds on this glorious day.
 
I am extremely and truly grateful for your dedication and commitment to
live streaming via social media to allow us to chant in your holy
association. Words cannot quantify or express how much this has been
beneficial, especially given our current situation in the world.
 
In January this year, I was soon to begin my last semester at San Diego
State University. The previous semester, I had coordinated with a few
other local devotees who were students. We decided to start a club on
campus to be a place for us to chant and to do book and prasada
distribution. Campus regulations require five students to establish a club.
After jumping through many bureaucratic hoops, we obtained official
recognition. Unfortunately, just as we obtained that official recognition,
the COVID-19 pandemic spread and the entire campus was shut down.
Further, a number of our group, including myself, graduated, hence we
did not have enough people to continue the club. I am hopeful that
another opportunity will present itself in the near future, and I will be
more than happy to assist the effort.
 
In a weird twist of fate, and fast-forwarding from January to the present, I
find myself assisting devotees remotely in Belarus during their country’s
upheaval, and desire to transform from an autocratic to democratic
society. I keep telling them to envision a Belarus where they can
distribute books and prasada without fear of harassment from the secret
police. If Krishna decides no club on the SDSU campus for now, but the
ability to preach freely in Belarus, I am perfectly okay with that
arrangement.
 
Last, but never least, I am very much looking forward to reading your
forthcoming book about the Juhu temple.
 
I am forever grateful, and I recognize the auspiciousness of your glorious
appearance day. I continue to follow your instructions.
 



I am
 
Yours in service,
Vaishnava dasa
San Diego
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
In these times of difficulty, you are so mercifully giving us your
association through your lectures on Zoom and your daily japa sessions.
 
It is so wonderful to have your association. I feel very enlivened and
fortunate. Just by having your association, I feel very purified.
 
I feel sad not being able to serve you in Carpinteria.
 
I remember one incident that happened during my last visit to your
ashram. It made me feel unlimited love for you. You were very merciful to
me. After serving you lunch prasada, I wanted to ask you something,
although I was nervous about it. But, I asked you anyway.
 
I asked you if you could chant on another set of beads for me. You
laughed and asked me to pick out a set from the temple room.
 
On the morning that I was leaving, I came to say goodbye to you. You
mentioned that you had chanted on the beads. And, you had touched all
the Deities’ feet with the beads. As you know, Guru Maharaja has many
Deities at his ashram. When I looked at the large Deities of Lord
Chaitanya and Lord Nityananda, to my surprise, the beads were draped
on Lord Chaitanya’s and Lord Nityananda’s hands. They were holding
the beads up in Their raised hands. I was so overwhelmed with love for



Guru Maharaja that I wanted to cry. I thought that Guru Maharaja is so
kind and merciful to do that for me. Then when I said that I was going to
get my phone and take a picture. You said, “I have my phone, I will take
it.” You took the pictures and sent them to my phone. That was also very
kind of you to do that for me.
 
After I thanked you for doing this for me, you said, “I am happy to
support and encourage you in Krishna consciousness in any way
possible.” I feel very grateful that you did this for me and you are so
committed to helping me in my Krishna consciousness.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the perfect example of patita-pavana, or merciful
to the most fallen. Conditioned as I am, I pray on this most auspicious
day, and every day, that I may always follow your instructions, and one
day become a worthy disciple.
 
Your grateful servant,
Visnupriya dasi
Dallas
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.
 
Thank you so much for giving me shelter at your lotus feet, Guru
Maharaja. Thanks for teaching us personally to chant every day at the
Japa Sanga. Every time I see you chant, Maharaja, I notice a halo that
forms around you from the light that’s on, and your presence there is
divinely illuminated. I miss your divine presence, and most fortunate are
the devotees who are experiencing it in person.
 



I would have to mention this about your Facebook note post, Maharaja.
Whenever I read them, I see the solution to my clumsy sadhana or
material problem I have then. Every time I get the Facebook notification,
I feel the eureka moment that you have sent me the solution. Somehow
you know the problem I’m going through and you are directing me what
to do. Thanks so much for your mercy, Maharaja.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Vrindavani dasi
Dallas
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Throughout so many days of Vyasa-puja Zoom sessions, it has become
clear that we could go on sharing sweet stories and praising your qualities
without ever reaching an end, and we are reminded of Ananta Sesa’s
incessant glorification of Krishna’s innumerable pastimes and qualities.
In this difficult year, gathering to remember your kindness and merciful
intervention in our lives has brought a lot of light and hope.
 
In reading your Vyasa-puja offering to your beloved Srila Prabhupada, I
was struck by how perfectly and thoughtfully you glorified him. It is said
that a disciple should know the mood and mission of the spiritual master.
You have pristine clarity on Srila Prabhupada’s position, coming down
through our Gaudiya history from Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and fulfilling the
desire of Nityananda Prabhu. You illustrate Srila Prabhupada’s mercy by
recalling the suffering he endured to bring Krishna consciousness to the
West. In your comparison between Lord Nityananda being chased by
Jagai and Madhai, and Srila Prabhupada being chased by the young man



in the Bowery, you show how the living history of the Krishna
consciousness movement is going on.
 
You are also a part of this living history. Famous throughout the
Vaishnava community, you are known for your wholehearted and
unflinching surrender to Srila Prabhupada, among many other beautiful
qualities. From your rejection of the million dollars that your father
offered you to leave Krishna consciousness, to the ascetic and squalid
living conditions you endured while protecting and building the Juhu
temple, your staunch devotion to Srila Prabhupada is an example for
devotees everywhere.
 
In your offering you humbly say, “We can speak to our capacity, and we
can give people your books, which convey the same message of
Mahaprabhu. We just elaborate on it and present it in a way that people
without any background in Vedic knowledge can understand.” But in
addition to giving people Srila Prabhupada’s books and elaborating on
them, you are actively and personally helping so many devotees protect
and grow their devotional creepers.
 
After reading your offering to Srila Prabhupada, I was reflecting on the
trajectory of the Krishna consciousness movement, and remembering a
Q&A in Watering the Seed between you and sankirtana devotees. A
devotee asked if you thought the sankirtana spirit had become watered
down. You beautifully replied that distributing books is like throwing so
many seeds, and that as devotees matured they saw the need to tend to
the creepers that grew as a result of sowing the seeds. You explained that
tending to the devotional creeper is not outside the realm of sankirtana.
 
I am deeply grateful for this perspective. You exemplify devotee care,
which is desperately needed. I don’t know how you are able to personally
care for us all, but somehow you make everyone feel loved and wanted.
You have saved my Krishna consciousness through your care.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your exemplary steadfast devotion, and
for your love. I can’t say it better than you, so I will quote once more from



your offering: “On this auspicious occasion, we resolve to follow the
process in greater earnestness.” I love you a lot.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Aspiring to be your humble servant,
Vrnda Priya devi dasi
Dallas



Australasia
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Loving
Grace! All glories to His Divine Loving Grace Srila Prabhupada!
 
Very wonderful news of your new book on Juhu beginning publication.
So many devotees must be eager to have it, and read it. Another panacea
to mitigate the troubles of the world. This is another fruit of your labor of
love in Srila Prabhupada’s service.
 
Thank you very much for giving me shelter at your lotus feet. I’m still
trying to repay the eternal debt by following your instructions and
serving the mission.
 

prthivite ache yata nagaradi grama



sarvatra pracara hoibe mora nama
 
My wife and I are hoping to finalize the purchase of a small farm property
near to the northernmost small town in New Zealand this Friday. Once
we are set up with some degree of self-sufficiency, we plan to reach out to
the local people and try our best to spread Krishna consciousness.
 
Please bless us with a drop of your mercy.
 
Your servant,
Abhay Charan dasa
Kaitaia, New Zealand
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Gratitude can be shown in various forms
It can be expressed in words, art, and behavior
I felt that poetry has a certain charm
And what better way to glorify my savior
 
I’m still not sure how I received the mercy
An unqualified fool drowning in desire
My life is still somewhat blurry
But now I have someone taking me higher
 
My spiritual master, my pillar of strength
His perseverance and determination
Can be spoken of at great length
He teaches by example, banisher of temptation
 
But alas, this fool is too dumb to realize



Wasting away his life without tasting the prize
 
Your useless servant,
Acarya Srinivas dasa
Wellington, New Zealand
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, thank you so much for accepting me as your disciple.
 
I was so young and naive when I first met you. Prabodananda Prabhu was
introducing me to you. This took place in Durban at Sri Sri Radha-
Radhanath temple.
 
We offered our obeisances and sat down and you spoke to Prabodananda
Prabhu for about more than an hour and I just sat there and then finally
you turned and gave me your undivided attention and spoke to me.
 
I was so nervous that my voice came out as a croak, and then you asked
me how old I was, and, being so nervous, I forgot my age, and actually
gave the wrong age. After a while, in the middle of the conversation, I
realised what I had said, and so finally I decided, well this is my Guru
Maharaja and I need to correct this without looking so silly. So I tried to
make a joke of it and I told you that I made a mistake and this is my age
and throughout all of this you kept a straight face and I felt even more
silly, so I became even more nervous. I actually don’t remember most of
the conversation from there on.
 
So finally, the next year we met again in Zimbabwe, and you were
meeting with all your disciples individually in the lounge room of our
Godbrother’s house, and you asked to see me.
 



So I went in and offered my obeisances and as I lifted my head up from
offering my obeisances, you looked at me with a straight face and you
said, “SO!!!, how old are you now.“ And I looked at you and your
expression on your face was pure gold and we burst out laughing, and in
all my years I have never seen you laugh like that even up to this day.
You were shaking with laughter. It was so hilarious that we could not stop
laughing.
 
This incident is one of my most sweetest memories and has kept me going
for the past twenty-five years or so, as we have been so isolated from your
association since moving to Australia, and every time I missed you or the
devotees, I would think of this incident. I can still picture that day as if it
was yesterday.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, so much for your kindness and personal
touch in everything you say or do as I always think of how many
hundreds of people you would have met in that one year, and how many
conversations you may have had in that time, but your memory is so
amazing that you remembered such a little detail of someone so
insignificant, and made me feel so significant and appreciated, and made
me realise the depth of a relationship of guru and disciple, and that you
take the time for all your disciples, even the little ones like me, who are
in the background, and we may not have any of your association for
years, but you make us feel so special.
 
I always remember your kindness and your caring nature. Some examples
of this—and there are so many—this one time I had not seen you in
more than ten years, and you were going to be in India, and I had come
from Australia, and of course all your disciples from South Africa had
come, and you had made arrangements for all the devotees in Bombay,
and I had arrived a few days later, so I just crashed with the South
African devotees. I was just so happy and grateful for the association. I
had not seen them as well for so many years. So that evening you gave
darshan and you spoke to me, asking me where I was staying, and if I was
comfortable there. I was so grateful for your concern.
 



There was also another time, you were in Mayapur and you got sick, and
you went back to Bombay as it would have been better for your health. So
we went to Vrindavan and I was going to leave for Australia in a few
days, so I wrote to you saying I was going to leave soon, and you asked me
to come to Bombay.
 
We didn’t want to disturb you as your health was not good. So
Prabodananda managed to get me a flight from Delhi to Bombay that
night, and I landed in Bombay at about three a.m. and got to the temple,
and I was waiting in the foyer for mangala-arati, and then Swarup Prabhu
saw me and he was like, “Oh, there you are.” And he was all flustered and
I was like, “Why? What happened?” So he said, “We didn’t know what
time you were arriving.” And I was thinking that I didn’t tell anyone and
why is he asking me all these questions? So when he realised how
confused I was, he then explained that you had asked him to pick me up
from the airport. But no one knew what time my flight was arriving
because I was getting to the temple by taxi. But you were so concerned for
my safety that you were personally making sure that I was okay and taken
care of.
 
And also, even though you were leaving Bombay, two days later you still
asked me to come. And then, when you were leaving, you offered me the
apartment where you were staying, to get the key after you left, so I could
have a nice place to stay.
 
You were not well, yet you were making sure I was taken care of. Just
writing all of this makes me so emotional and touches my heart so much.
 
Another similar example was when I came to Dallas for the first time, you
had made all the arrangements for all the devotees personally. I
remember I was in the car as the devotee had picked me up and you
called him to check if I was picked up safely. The driver turned and said
to me, “That was Girriraj Swami on the phone checking if you have
arrived safely.” I was so touched. You have so much to do and are so busy
and yet you make sure you take care of everything personally.
 



Also when Prabodananda would come and serve you in America, you
always sent us all gifts. A funny story with Baladev when he was very
little, Prabodananda Prabhu had just come from America after staying
with you for a while. The children were so excited to see him and they
were rummaging through his bag and we found the maha-prasada that
managed to get through border security as Australia is so strict about
bringing in food from other countries.
 
So we were so happy and grateful and just finished relishing the maha-
prasada when Baladev found one saffron-colored sock in the bag, and he
was like, “An orange sock, what are we going to do with one sock?” So I
started to explain to him that, “This is maha; you can’t wear it,” and he
had this startled, wide-eyed look on his face, and said, “Oh, you mean we
have to eat it.” Thank you so much for all the wonderful gifts you have
sent us.
 
We are really looking forward to seeing you and serving you in the near
future. Prabodananda Prabhu was just talking about coming and serving
you in Bombay the next time you are there, just like in the old days, and
was relishing all that time he spent with you, serving in Bombay almost
thirty years ago.
 
We were looking forward to coming to India this year, but as we know,
we have our plans and Krishna has His.
 
Thank you, dear sweet Guru Maharaja, for all your kindness and care.
 
Yours in service to Srila Prabhupada,
Atisundari dasi
Sydney, Australia
 

* * *
 
10th August 2020
Perth, Australia
 



Perfect Guidance, Perfect Master
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your most
merciful lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, dear Guru Maharaja! I pray and hope that we can
celebrate this occasion in your divine presence for many, many more
years to come. On this most auspicious occasion, I am trying to meditate
on your divine qualities; they are truly limitless. You are an ocean of good
qualities, love and devotion.
 
In a lecture on Bhagavad-gita, Chapter 2, verses 7 to 11 (March 2 1966,
New York), Srila Prabhupada speaks: “In every step of his life the
spiritual master guides him. He also asks questions to the spiritual master
and he guides him so that his life, his progress of life, may be systematic.
Now, to take such guidance means the spiritual master should also be a
very perfect man. Otherwise, how can he guide? Now, here Arjuna knows
that Sri Krishna is the perfect person. . . Accepting Krishna as the
spiritual master means whatever Krishna will decide, he has to accept.
One cannot deny the order of a spiritual master. Therefore one has to
select a spiritual master whose order, carrying, you’ll not commit a
mistake. You see? Now, suppose if you accept a wrong person as a spiritual
master, and if he guides you wrongly, then your whole life is spoiled. So
one has to accept a spiritual master whose guidance will make his life
perfect.”
 
My dear Guru Maharaja, every activity you perform is with such
meticulous care and every word of advice you give is well thought out and
perfectly articulated. You are my perfect guide, Lord and Master. If and
when I start following your instructions more seriously, my life will also
be perfect because I will be under your perfect, loving shelter. I bow down
to Your Divine Grace again and again.
 



As our spiritual father and mentor, you are always looking out for us,
wanting our welfare in Krishna consciousness. Of the many instances
portraying your care and guidance, this one in particular has marked me.
A couple of years ago, I was helping one devotee serve you dinner at the
farmhouse. While waiting for us to bring the prasada, you started playing
one of Srila Prabhupada’s audio lectures. You increased the volume until
the lecture was audible in the kitchen area. We listened as carefully as we
could while buzzing around the kitchen. After taking prasada, you waited
at the dining table until the lecture was over and then left the farmhouse
without saying much. After you left the farmhouse, the devotee broke
down in tears and said: “That is exactly what I needed to hear. That
lecture that Guru Maharaja chose to play was addressing the trouble I was
facing . . . Guru Maharaja is so expert! He knew exactly what medicine to
give me. Now I feel free of my worries.”
 
Guru Maharaja, you know our minds and hearts, in and out. Whenever
faced with a dilemma or trouble, I know that you will always have the
most insightful answers and solutions, and that you will always give the
best advice, whether it is through your lectures, letters, in person, or just
one look into my mind and heart (the look)! I feel extremely fortunate to
have your loving guidance. Being under your shelter is the best form of
protection and love.
 
In the purport to verse 54 of Chapter 11 in the Bhagavad-gita, Srila
Prabhupada stresses, “One cannot understand Krishna by mental
speculation. For one who does not take personal training under the
guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, it is impossible to even begin to
understand Krishna.”
 
My dear Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja,
you are extra merciful. I beg you to give me shelter as a speck of dust at
your lotus feet. As long as I can reside there, along with your perfect
advice and divine instructions, that will bring me closer to Krishna, and I
will always be in the safest place—your merciful lotus feet—my eternal
dhama, my eternal shelter.
 



Your insignificant servant,
Gandharvika Sundari dasi
Perth, Australia
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to your divine appearance.
 
Today we celebrate the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja,
which is an expression of the gratitude that the disciple feels for the
spiritual master. The spiritual master’s guidance and grace are
indispensable for elevating and liberating souls caught in this dangerous
and treacherous material existence. I would like to quote a purport from
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.6) that emphatically states the perpetual debt
of gratitude that one can never repay the spiritual master:
 
“And according to Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, even by
rendering devotional service for the total duration of one thousand
universal creations, a devotee cannot repay the debt he feels to the Lord
for having awarded him loving service to the Lord’s lotus feet. The Lord
appears within the heart as the Supersoul and externally both as the
spiritual master and as His literary incarnation—the supreme Vedic
knowledge of Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhagavatam.”
 
Guru Maharaja, you are glorious for inspiring so many people, including
us, from all walks of life to practice Krishna consciousness by following in
the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada and the previous acharyas.
 
I would like to share a couple of pastimes that shed light on two of your
wonderful attributes that will be forever etched in my heart:
 

1. Always Glorifying Srila Prabhupada—Sadhu Sanga Retreat 2014
 



You were sitting at the book table and a devotee came up to you and
asked, “Maharaja, what is your father’s name?” You looked up and in
childlike innocence exclaimed, “My father? A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami.”
We both were filled with wonder by your spontaneous response, which
reflects your deep attachment to Srila Prabhupada. Guru Maharaja, your
amazing ability to glorify Srila Prabhupada can be seen in your lectures
and discussions with devotees, wherein you expertly speak of pastimes
and instructions of Srila Prabhupada in relation to verses and purports
from Srimad-Bhagavatam and Sri Caitanya-caritamrta.
 

2. Deep Taste for the Holy Name—Sadhu Sanga Retreat 2013
 
While you were speaking with a couple of devotees at the book table, the
organizers came out and announced that His Holiness B. B. Govinda
Swami would be starting kirtan in five minutes. At that very moment you
told the devotees that you would have to speak to them later, as your
mind was racing to being in the kirtan. You were reminding us that the
most important service at the retreat and in our execution of Krishna
consciousness is service to the holy name.
 
Through the last few years, one of the key points from your talks and
interactions has been to cultivate good sadhana with a strong emphasis
on chanting and good relationships with devotees. As we reflect on this
instruction, one can see how you personally exemplify this point, by
always extending yourself to devotees, and having made countless
sacrifices, all as an offering to Srila Prabhupada and his “body” ISKCON.
 
Upon introspection, one may question what it really means to have good
relationships with devotees. How does one develop the practice of
appreciating the good qualities of devotees? In a recent lecture addressed
to ISKCON Kanpur, when a devotee asked you the same question, you
mentioned a point that acted as a torchlight illuminating my dull
consciousness. You mentioned that we should make an effort to hear and
chant with devotees, which will enhance our gratitude towards devotees.
While deeply introspecting on my weaknesses and seeing how superficial
I am in my relationships with other devotees, I had this realization that



one can only think of having good relationships with other devotees as
long as one is cultivating the mood of service to the servant of the
servant of Krishna through the six loving exchanges enunciated by Srila
Rupa Gosvami.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are an inspiration to both of us, and we are blessed
to have your shelter in our lives. Earlier this year, despite your hectic
traveling and preaching schedule, you agreed to meet with both of us
over Skype. We felt so humbled by your loving and genuine affection and
care for our well-being, with the sole purpose to encourage us in our
Krishna consciousness. We were further touched by your sweetness as
you ended the call saying that we should catch up more often, which we
understood to be our great fortune.
 
We are eternally indebted to you for inspiring us through your lectures
and articles, emphasizing the cultivation of the mood of a servant of the
servant of the Vaishnavas and the guru-parampara. Please bless us that
we remain fixed in our service to your instructions and that we are
eternally engaged in the sankirtana mission of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu and their loving associates.
 
Your aspiring servants of servants,
Radha Vinod dasa and Rasa Krida dasi
Sydney, Australia
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Loving
Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your appearance
day.
 
Apparently, 2020 is a very dark year for the world.
Yet Krishna has blessed us with a jewel pearl
Like the morning star, you shine the brightest



Lighting up the galaxy of hope, you are the finest
 
Apparently, 2020 is a very dark year for the world.
Giving your association on Zoom and social media
You are teaching us to be detached but focussed
In our spiritual duties, that won’t go unnoticed
 
Apparently, 2020 is a very dark year for the world.
Since there’s not much around to celebrate
So better we learn from you how to concentrate
On chanting more rounds in leaps and bounds
 
Apparently, 2020 is a very dark year for the world.
Yet we can see that you are not that much affected
As the crisis get deeper and people are more alarmed
Your Divine Grace remains most blessed and unharmed
 
Apparently, 2020 is a very dark year for the world.
But you are a perfect sadhu, seizing the opportunity
To support and nourish our greater ISKCON community
Always pleasing Srila Prabhupada with your divine purity
 
With affection and respect,
Your aspiring servants,
Ranchor dasa and Krishna-Bhavana devi dasi
Brisbane, Australia
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dearest Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus
feet, again and again. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Maharaja, I’d like to sincerely thank you for everything you have done,



and continue to do, for our ISKCON. You and your glorious godbrothers
and godsisters have done so much so that our generation is in a position
to take full advantage of Krishna consciousness. You have built the
strong foundation for us, and many more generations to come, to have a
safe home in ISKCON and to have all the facilities needed to help spread
this movement to every corner of the world. This safe ISKCON, that we
so gratefully call home, is the only thing we have and is our complete
sustenance.
 
It is due to your heartfelt chastity to Srila Prabhupada’s instructions and
standards that we have such a pure, safe, happy and successful home. We
can see this by how ISKCON is flourishing wherever you have led. This
includes many countries across the world such as South Africa, India,
Mauritius, Europe, and America.
 
I fondly remember being in your merciful association and at your service
in Carpinteria and I am looking forward to serving you more there. I
particularly remember the time when we walked with you along Butterfly
Beach. At one stage of that walk, you paused and told me that my Guru
Maharaja had once walked on that same route with you. For some reason,
that made me very happy.
 
Your greatness is reflected through your many wonderful disciples, such
as Kuntidevi Mataji, who are such exemplary devotees and who have
shown me much love and mercy.
 
I pray to you to bless me to develop a deep attention in chanting the holy
names and to spread the holy names to others. I pray to you to bless me
with strength, capacity, and capability to do more devotional service and
to please Srila Prabhupada. I pray to you so that I may please all the
devotees of the Lord and so that I may one day become a good
representative of Srila Prabhupada.
 
Thank you for everything, Maharaja. I feel so grateful to be connected to
you as your servant.
 



Your useless servant,
Syama Kishor dasa (BCAIS)
Perth, Australia
 



Europe and Israel
 
 
 

 
 
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, Guru Maharaja, who has
opened my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with
the torchlight of knowledge.
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 



I offer my respectful obeisances to His Divine Grace Srila Giriraj Swami
Maharaja, who is very dear to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His
lotus feet.
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to this
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja 2020.
 
This year is very special as at every step we were all reminded of
imminent death. We had to be prepared just in case we are the next ones
on the list of devotees to be ready to do the last exam in this world. I am
wonderstruck how you were always there, through extensive japa
sessions, group meetings, replying to emails, deep prayers, and everything
to keep us fully Krishna conscious.
 
As days, weeks, months, and years pass by, the meaning of the different
prayers to the spiritual master becomes more and more revealed. Thus
one can understand the actual role of the guru in one’s life. Despite all
changes and chaos in the world, the guru-disciple relation is never
altered.
 
My dear Guru Maharaja, you are always receiving benediction from the
ocean of mercy with which you are extinguishing the blazing fire of our
material existence.
 
In unexpected difficulties, one should remain fixed in the instructions of
the guru, because it’s only by his grace that one can cross over the ocean
of material existence and obtain the mercy of Krishna.
 
My only wish, Guru Maharaja, is to have my consciousness purified by
the words emanating from your lotus mouth. Attachment to your lotus
feet is the perfection that fulfills all desires.
 

saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair



uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
Guru Maharaja, you are to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord,
because you are the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities.
Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the dust of the lotus feet
of such a spiritual master like Your Divine Grace, who is a bona fide
representative of Krishna.
 

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ‘pi

dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
And I have personal experience that it’s always by your mercy that I can
receive the benediction of Krishna. Without your grace, one cannot
make any advancement. Therefore I should always remember and praise
you. And at least three times a day, I should offer my respectful
obeisances unto your lotus feet, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, your love and concern for us is much more than what we
can possibly recíprocate. Therefore I am offering my insignificant life at
your lotus feet to try to assist you in your service to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Every day I pray to become worthy to be in your eternal association
because being in your association is the same as being in the association
of the guru-parampara and Krishna.
 
Thank you for everything, Guru Maharaja.
 
Praying to Krishna to please be merciful unto us, conditioned souls, by
granting you very lengthy and healthy earthly years, so as to help as many
of us as possible to love Him and go back home, back to Him after this
lifetime.



 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your grateful daughter,
Bhaktidevi dasi
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
When we take bath in the Ganga, we worship her by offering her her
own water. In the same way, to glorify you, Guru Maharaja, I will offer
your own words and deeds, because I am made of your mercy. I will recall
some of my experiences with you here in Carpinteria, during the
pandemic.
 
During prasada I told you how Ramadevi Prabhu in Ter Kadamba gave
me some dust that collected where you placed your lotus feet on that soft
sand, and how I was taking a little bit of this dust every day. Then you
said, “That made you come all the way here,” and Kuntidevi Prabhu
added, “And now she cannot leave.” This is the power of the dust of the
pure devotee—it fulfills your intimate desires.
 
Guru Maharaja, you always appreciate our cooking. Even when the
raviolis were breaking, you said, “Wonderful.” Or when you got Bhakta
Dasa Prabhu’s first pancakes, you said, “Very good.” You show so much
gratitude for even small services, “Thank you, Ganga, for cooking,”
“Thank you, Bhakta Dasa, for cleaning.” I answered, “Thank you, Guru
Maharaja, for eating.” And you replied, “That’s the easy part,” while
leaving the kitchen and waving your hand.
 



As a father is so happy when a son comes back home, you were so blissful
when you heard from Vrindavan Prabhu after a long time. “It is a
miracle,” you said. And my hairs stood on end as I felt your love for him.
 
The most amazing scene for me was seeing you looking at your disciples
in the Zoom program with India. I saw you almost cry out of happiness by
watching them, and then you exclaimed, “My conclusion is that I have to
go there!”
 
When we go out for a walk at San Leandro Lane, sometimes you stop at
the whispering tree, as if you were in Vrindavan, praying to a kalpa-vrksa
tree. I also went after you, “Whatever you heard from Guru Maharaja, I
also pray for that!” Going through the different trails, when you see a
beautiful mountain, you remember Govardhana. You are always in Sri
Vrindavan dhama.
 
And you yourself are a kalpa-vrksa. One afternoon, after a prasada feast,
a few devotees were with you talking about chanting and feasting, and I
said, “I miss the dancing, Guru Maharaja.” When you got up to go to your
“abode,” with your arms up, you went all the way dancing very graciously
before our wide-open eyes.
 
You always listen to classes while honoring prasada, either from Srila
Prabhupada or from your dear godbrothers. Once, on Rama-navami, you
were hearing from Radhanath Swami, and when it finished, you were
anxiously looking for more, saying, “I feel separation from this katha;
tomorrow I will look for more.” You also want us to have the same taste
for krsna-katha, as you told me, “Come closer,” so I could hear better.
 
Please, Guru Maharaja, I pray on this most auspicious day to actually be
able to “come closer to you” by understanding your Vaishnava heart and
fulfilling your intimate desires, which are not different from Srila
Prabhupada’s. You tell us, “I want you to be happy in Krishna
consciousness,” and that inspires in us the desire to make others happy
also, with the sublime association of Srila Prabhupada’s books.
 



Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Ganga devi dasi
Malaga, Spain
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Reading your Vyasa-puja letter to Srila Prabhupada about the mercy of
Lord Nityananda, I felt very inspired and happy because over the last few
years I am feeling a great connection with Sri Nityananda.
 
I do not have a pinch of doubt that all that you explain in your letter is
the real truth and I feel we have to be closer to Lord Nityananda to be
able to help in this difficult mission to rescue souls in this strange
material world.
 
So, on this auspicious day of your appearance, I pray for your mercy, and
please help me to be closer every day to the worshipable Sri Nityananda,
the deliverer of the fallen, like me.
 
Thank you very much for always inspiring us.
 
Your son and unqualified servant,
Gundica dasa
Barcelona, Spain
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All



glories to merciful Srila Prabhupada who brought us into this wonderful
family.
 
Today we are celebrating your auspicious appearance and we are blessed
to be able to express our love and gratitude to you, our beloved father and
well-wisher. Like the center of a flower holds its petals, you are holding us
together, nurturing us with the sweet nectar of krsna-bhakti.
 
Your constant engagement in service to guru and Krishna through your
mind, body, and words is exemplary. Srila Prabhupada said that in order
to become Krishna conscious, one must first be conscious. Guru
Maharaja, you certainly exemplify the quality of being fully present and
attentive in all your activities. Witnessing your absorption in perfecting
everything for Krishna’s pleasure is the greatest inspiration. Such lessons
of devotion keep our enthusiasm alive. Here are some drops from the
ocean of your virtues:
 
You don’t like to waste: When we used to write handwritten letters to you,
you would send your replies back in the same envelope. This would
continue, back and forth, until the envelope would be too old to be used.
You also taught us to tear paper into small pieces before throwing it, so
that it would take less place. I pray to learn from you how to use all of
Krishna’s energies more consciously.
 
Attentive to small details: I used to clean your room before and during
your visits at Bon Accueil, Mauritius. Once you thanked me simply
because I would place your belongings in the same place you had left
them. I pray to become more conscious in all my activities and devotional
practices.
 
The most caring father: As your children, we are the object of your loving
care. Not only do you nurture us through your personal instructions, japa
sanga, and lectures, but you are also concerned about our physical and
mental wellbeing. Your numerous handwritten letters are a testimony of
such deep care. Often you would quote verses and copy pages of Srila
Prabhupada’s purports in order to clear a specific point. May I learn to



sincerely care for others, not out of duty or selfish desires, but with love.
 
Association: Observing you interact with your godbrothers is such a
privilege. Sri Caitanya-caritamrta comes alive, and we can witness the
perfection of pure loving exchanges. May such visions purify my heart.
 
Seeing Krishna everywhere: I was told that once you invited a disciple to
sit and have prasada after you had finished eating. The devotee noticed
he was being quite noisy while his spoon was touching the metal plate so
he apologized. You answered that you didn’t mind. The sound was
reminding you of the bells of Krishna’s cows. I pray to see everything as
Krishna’s manifestation.
 
Details=Devotion: Guru Maharaja, your attention to detail is an
expression of your devotion. Having darshan of your beautiful Deities is a
festival for the soul. Everything is beyond perfection! I pray to follow in
the footsteps of your devoted, faithful servants, who assist you daily in
your service.
 
A happy chanter: Guru Maharaja, your attachment and faith in the holy
names is your most prominent quality. Your unflinching commitment to
chanting reminds us of Srila Prabhupada who conquered the world
simply by chanting Hare Krishna. Thank you, Guru Maharaja! Your japa
sanga is fanning my faith and strengthening my determination to keep
chanting:
 
The attempt of describing your transcendental attributes always reminds
me of a child’s attempt to reach the sky. Although you so mercifully give
yourself to us, we can only appreciate you to the extent we reciprocate
and surrender our life to serving you. Once you told me, “I want
PREMA!” That is the only way to really please you: by giving you our
heart.
 
All glories to your wonderful service!
 
I beg to remain as a speck of dust at your lotus feet,



Your eternally grateful daughter,
Guru Carana Padma devi dasi
Switzerland
 

* * *
 
My dear spiritual father, dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my obeisances, though they are never humble. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada who so kindly is bringing us together today.
 
I will always remember the day my heart fell at your lotus feet, it was in
New Vraja Mandala, our farm community near Madrid, at the end of the
1980 decade. My uncle from Madrid came over with a “weirdo” who
claimed to be the master of numerology. Somehow you heard the
conversation and came over to preach to them.
 
“Do you believe in God?” you asked him. “Yes,” was his answer. “What is
the name you believe God has?” “Well, according to numerology, God’s
name is Louis.” “Louis!” you said, most surprised. I didn’t stay for the
whole conversation, but my sister Yasoda Priya told me that you preached
to both of them for a long time, and at the end you asked him something
you could tell, “So, do you believe you are God?” “Yes,” the weirdo
replied.
 
From that day onwards, I learned of your amazing humility and
dedication to others, for the sake of Srila Prabhupada’s mission.
 
Gurudeva, you have encouraged me to write, in the sweet and trusting
way you deal with me, knowing me to have joined Krsna consciousness
on my own will, at the early age of fourteen. But I need your mercy and
Srila Prabbupada’s, even for writing this Vyasa-puja offering.
 
Today I’m praying to Srila Prabhupada that I may be able to have your
holy darshan soon and that His Divine Grace allows us to have your
personal association for many, many, many years to come.



 
Your aspiring disciple,
Hari Bhakti Vilas devi dasi
Tenerife, Canary Islands, Spain
 

* * *
 
My most beloved Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and
all glories to your divine lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, looking into my heart I attempt to find the appropriate
words to glorify and express my gratitude, but no words seem sufficient in
comparison to you, and what you have given me.
 
Guru Maharaja, looking back throughout the years, you have sheltered
my family and me under your caring wing.
 
Even though it was three years ago that you accepted me as your disciple,
since I can remember you were always sheltering me whether it was by
letting me play with your lotus feet when I was a baby or listening to me
and guiding me in my most difficult times.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day I miss you even more as I
remember the moments I spent in your service in Carpinteria. How are
you so kind to me, Guru Maharaja? How have I been so fortunate to have
you as my spiritual father? I’m just an insignificant girl, with my
difficulties, but you were so merciful, allowing me to be in your
association, giving me the opportunity to attempt to serve you, tolerating
all my shortcomings. Every day, from the mornings, being able to chant
with you, till the evenings, hoping that you would enjoy the pesto paneer
sandwich I made, those moments are engraved in my heart as my most
precious treasure.
 
Guru Maharaja, I pray to you to be able to serve you everyday more and



more in Srila Prabhupada’s mission and make you a proud father. I love
you so much, Guru Maharaja.
 
Begging you to forgive me for all my shortcomings and offenses I may
have committed.
 
Your forever grateful servant and daughter,
Jahnava devi dasi
Madrid, Spain
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
I just want to thank you on this auspicious day of your advent for the
mercy of accepting as a disciple this soul, entangled in this material world
and thus giving me the possibility to start the way back home. Actually it
is only by the grace of the spiritual master that one can obtain the grace
of Krishna. So on this day, I pray that I can continue to advance and
purify myself and become a sincere person so that I can serve at your
lotus feet.
 
Your would-be servant,
Krishna Sakti dasa
Barcelona, Spain
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine



 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 

vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

 
I offer my humble obeisances at the lotus feet of our dear Guru Maharaja,
His Divine Grace Giriraja Maharaja.

 
Representing the epitome of humility, love, and compassion, he inspires
devotees in their devotional lives in all dimensions. His pure affection
and connection with his guru and godbrothers reminds us of Srila
Prabhupada’s relationship with Krishna and all others.
 
Still churning the nectar of Srila Prabhupada’s associations and
teachings, he is giving us the honey of love of God and his servants
never-ending.
 
Having a magnanimous heart, full of kindness and benevolence, please
bless us all with your kind consideration and merciful glance.
 
His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya! Guru Maharaja’s 2020
Vyasa-puja ki jaya! Hari Hariiiiiibol!
 
From Bhaktin Mansa Juggoo
Scarborough, UK
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble dandavat-pranamas. Jaya Srila Prabhupada!
 
On this auspicious day, I’d like to express my gratitude to you for what
you are giving us.



 
To cross the jungle isn’t an easy task for someone inexperienced.
However, with lots of endeavors, you have dedicated your life to Srila
Prabhupada very sincerely with all your heart, and now you are showing
the way, how to cross this dangerous forest of material enjoyment to
inexperienced people like me.
 
You have set an example of how a Vaishnava behaves, with a gentle but
firm character imbued with bhakti, decorated with all the qualities of a
Vaishnava: compassionate, tolerant, fixed in the Absolute Truth, simple,
grave . . .
 
Thus, it is my good fortune to have had the opportunity to serve you for
some time and pray that I may always be engaged in unmotivated and
uninterrupted devotional service—ahaituki apratihata.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for your invaluable association.
 
Your humble servant, 
Narottam
New Vrajamandala, Spain
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances on this very special occasion of
your appearance day in this material world. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada!
 
With a heart full of gratitude, I want to thank Your Divine Grace for
having accepted me as your disciple, although I am not worthy of serving
your servants.
 
I have noticed how careful you are in training your disciples to become
more attentive in their service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead,



Lord Krishna. It is not an easy task to become recognized and accepted by
Lord Krishna, but you carefully and patiently, through your instructions
and example, guide them on the right path towards unalloyed devotional
service.
 
I think that my perfection would be to serve those who are near and dear
to you, dear Guru Maharaja—the ones that are already on that platform
of unmotivated devotional service to you and Srila Prabhupada or the
ones that are making conscious efforts towards that goal.
 
Another thing that I did notice is that in all of your pictures you have
the japa-mala with you and are always very jolly. To me, this means that
you are very much attached to the holy name of the Lord, and you
received all the blessings of Srila Prabhupada to chant in a pure state of
devotion. This gives me hope that one day in the future, with Your
Divine Grace’s blessings, I can approach the holy names with a
devotional mood, just for the sake of giving pleasure to the Divine
Couple.
 
Faith is the foundation of bhakti and I really feel that everyday you are
depositing in the bank account of my heart that faith necessary to make
substantial steps towards the goal of unmotivated devotional service. The
Bhagavatam states that there is no other way to become fully happy.
 
Again and again I prostrate myself at your lotus feet and beg some drop of
your attention and mercy so one day I can be considered a member of the
Krishna consciousness movement established in this part of the world by
Srila Prabhupada.
 
Your eternal servant,
Nityananda dasa
Alicante, Spain

* * *
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to thank you
for the wonderful opportunity of being able to chant with you daily. With
the passing of the years, one starts to understand how important and
essential it is to chant properly. No matter how much interest we put into
it, it is never enough. So chanting while hearing and seeing you helps us
so much. It is a source of inspiration and enthusiasm to watch how you
put all your heart and so much effort into this, despite your full schedule.
You are always there, reciprocating with every one of us, and encouraging
us so that our japa gets more pure and sincere every day.
 
When I hear the sound on my phone that your japa sanga is beginning
(Jahnava arranged that it is the same sound that we would hear in
Carpinteria), my heart goes to your side, and I connect to chanting in
your company, feeling the need to have a real experience of chanting if I
want at all to convince others to adopt this practice.
 
Guru Maharaja, still I have a long way to go towards pure chanting, free
from anarthas, but I am sure that, with your blessings, attachment to your
lotus feet will manifest in my heart. Then one day, I will chant purely, by
your mercy.
 
Your humble servant,
Paramdham dasa
Malaga, Spain
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Kindly accept my most humble pranamas at your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada.
 
I would like to begin by first congratulating you on your divine Vyasa-
puja. We are joyful and blessed to have you in our lives as our guide,
mentor, teacher, father, and our connection to Srila Prabhupada and Sri



Krishna.
 
On this auspicious day, I would like to glorify you by mentioning some of
your wonderful qualities that I have personally experienced.
 
In a letter to His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami, (Montreal 19 Aug.
1968), Srila Prabhupada mentions, “This is actually a devotee’s business
that everyone should appreciate the value of other devotees.” I believe,
Guru Maharaja, that you live this instruction in its complete form.
Caring, giving time, reciprocating, and being compassionate are all
aspects of appreciating the value of devotees, all of which are displayed by
the way you deal with your disciples.
 
Guru Maharaja, although you have so many disciples, you always
remember each one of us and show personal concern to each one of us
individually. You reciprocate with us no matter which part of the globe
we are in. You are so easy for us to reach, be it either by email, or
Facebook, it seems that you are always accessible. Not only disciples, but
also how you deal with your godbrothers and godsisters inspires and
teaches me the correct manner to deal with Vaishnavas. You are a
spiritual master who teaches with example.
 
Your coming live during japa sessions displays yet again your compassion
for us. I was recently listening to The Nectar of Instruction seminar from
your website and I was amazed by the explanations and the deeper
meanings you elaborated on in Srila Prabhupada’s purports. You have
truly understood Srila Prabhupada, and I aspire to learn from you.
 
You are in all ways an incredible spiritual master. Always encouraging
and thanking your disciples for their service. What need is there for a
guru to thank his disciples? We are your servants and you are our master.
But yet you thank us for our services and show your gratitude.
 
Another quality that inspires me—your gratefulness. Guru Maharaja,
your encouragement and mercy gives me energy to carry on with
whatever little Krishna conscious seva I am busy with. I know I am not



one of the most ideal disciples. So many years and I still stand there
without much spiritual advancement—such a fallen soul—how can I
have any credits or any name for anything? It is only possible by your
mercy and compassion. I can only aspire to develop dedication and
surrender at your shelter, which will ultimately bring me to the shelter of
Srila Prabhupada and help develop some taste for Krishna.
 
In one of the festival lectures, Srila Prabhupada quotes from a
commentary of Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, “We should take
up the words of the spiritual master as our life and soul. We should try to
carry out the instruction, the specific instruction of the spiritual master
very rigidly, without caring for our personal benefit or loss.” On this day,
I aspire to follow this instruction with my heart and gift my sincerity to
you.
 
Thank you, dear Guru Maharaja. Kindly never forget us.
 
Hare Krishna.
Your aspiring daughter, servant, disciple,
Bhaktin Radhika Sharma Ramauotar
The Hague, Netherlands
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace
and Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, I have never written a Vyasa-puja offering to you in all
these years, but this year my heart, my mind, my emotions, and your love
is forcing me to write to you. I don’t know how to express myself, but I am
trying to put my feelings into words.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am 100 percent sure that my father must be very happy
(wherever he is), seeing how we are under your shelter. He used to say



Srila Prabhupada is not an ordinary guru, rather he is one in a million. I
see Your Divine Grace as one in a million too. I have noticed whatever
you say, whatever you express, is in line with Srila Prabhupada. You
always give a quote for something that he’s said, done, or written.
 
Guru Maharaja, my father was an anti Mayavadi and he trained me, since
my childhood, in the same way. I always used to have dreams of having
such a guru who could present the philosophy as it is, without any
dilution. By some good fortune, my father and I realized that Prabhupada
is such a person, and now the next question was who could be the next
person like Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, indeed you are that person. I remember meeting you for
the first time at Bhaktivedanta Manor in the garden under the big tree. I
remember the first class that I heard. It was on the next day in Prakash
and Ragini’s house. I remember how you spoke against Mayavadis, and
how I was impressed with you in that very first meeting. This just
confirmed that feeling that I had had when I met you in the garden. I
realized that it was you who I was searching for since childhood and how
the same night you ordered me to go to Spain and preach to the
Mayavadis (Radha Saomis).
 
I always quote very proudly the letter of 3 January 1972 which Srila
Prabhupada wrote to you:
 
“My Guru Maharaja never compromised in his preaching, nor will I, nor
should any of my students. We are firmly convinced that Krishna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and all others are His part and parcel
servants. This we must declare boldly to the whole world, that they
should not foolishly dream of world peace unless they are prepared to
surrender fully to Krishna as Supreme Lord.”
 
Guru Maharaja, we have never seen you compromise or water down the
philosophy of Krishna consciousness.
 
Once you told me that you are training me the way Srila Prabhupada



trained you. I feel very honored and fortunate for the training and the
guidance that you have been giving to me and my family.
 
You explained why you had given me the name Ramanuja dasa and what
I needed to do in Krishna consciousness.
 
Guru Maharaja, I feel so blessed that you have faith and trust in me. It is
your love and blessings which bring success to the different projects. You
have given so much of your valuable time for Hare Krishna culture, the
Pakistan project, and in discussing my book on Mayavadis.
 
Guru Maharaja, I do not know how to thank you for being there for me
when I needed you the most. When I was in hospital I had thought that I
was going to leave my body due to COVID-19, and I was trying to prepare
myself, but your love, association, and prayers at that crucial time gave
me a second life. This life is already yours, but still, on this auspicious day
of your Vyasa-puja, rather than offering flowers, I offer myself fully at
your lotus feet. I am so proud to have such a spiritual master like Your
Divine Grace.
 
Thank you so much.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your son,
Ramanuja dasa
London
 

* * *
 
My dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of Your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
You are the light that illuminates the darkness of my existence. This



bright light keeps on shining through all these years, and it feels that it
gets brighter and brighter. And it does not only illuminate my life, but
also the lives of those to whom I speak about you, give them your books
and lectures. I can see that there is a transformation that is caused by
your spiritual potency.
 
It is wonderful to see how you make everyone feel so special. We are all
like the snowflakes, each and everyone is unique, and has its own unique
relationship with you, so there cannot be any room for feelings of being
left out or less important. You have this gift to make everyone feel loved,
needed, and appreciated, and this comes from the depth and softness of
your heart.
 
You give everyone the opportunity to serve you in their own capacity so
there is no room for envy either, just the understanding that you love all
of us in our own shapes that we come with. There is one open secret: the
more we surrender and show eagerness to serve you and the mission of
Srila Prabhupada, the more you reciprocate.
 
You once told us that when Srila Prabhupada was asked how it is that
everyone likes him, he responded that it is because he likes everyone.
And you are the living example of this quality.
 
So, today I pray for your mercy that you please continue to be this
shining light in my life, keep on illuminating me so that I can surrender
more and more without holding anything back.
 
Eternally grateful and aspiring to become a servant of your servants,
Rasasundari dasi
London
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet on



this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, I was thinking for some days of what I could write for my
Vyasa-puja offering to you. There are so many memories and so many
exchanges, but I thought that I should mention just a few.
 
In the early days of us getting to know you, you engaged us in your service
quite regularly. Every time you would travel, more often than not, you
would pass through the UK and we would be blessed to have your
association and do some service for you. We would always come to the
airport to either pick you up and take you home, or we would meet you at
the airport and bring you prasada if you were in transit. I so clearly
remember cooking a big feast for you one time and bringing it to the
airport for your pleasure. We had bought a fold-up table and we laid
everything out. Onlookers were looking and wondering what was going
on. You so lovingly honored what I had cooked and gave me a big smile.
 
In those days I would cook things for you that you don’t eat now. You had
no dietary restrictions. I had fun.
 
Another time you were in transit, you were arriving at one terminal and
your next flight was leaving from another terminal. The flight that you
were taking demanded that you pick up your baggage and take it with you
to check-in again for the next flight. You had two trolleys full of bags—I
can’t remember which other devotee was with us—but he took one
trolley and I insisted on taking the other one. You had suggested that you
could push it but I request to do it. I managed with some difficulty, but
later realized you were right, I should have let you push it as I then
suffered from some little back pain.
 
Looking back on our humble attempts to serve you, I think we made
many mistakes. But you, being who you are, so graciously would accept
and correct where and when you felt the need. We learned so much.
Thank you so much for fanning my tiny, tiny flame of devotion and
tolerating my misgivings.



 
Dear Guru Maharaja, as you know, these past seven months have been
quite challenging for everyone, including us as a family. When Ramanuja
(my husband) contracted COVID we all went through a very rough time.
We were trying to take care of him and trying everything we knew for his
health to start improving, but nothing was working; his health was
deteriorating and eventually he had to go into the hospital which was the
last thing we wanted. As soon as he went into hospital he started
messaging you and you were so kind that you responded to the plea of
your disciple. In your book, Watering the Seed, you refer to Srila
Prabhupada as being Lord Krishna’s beloved gardener who takes such
great care to water the seed of devotion. Guru Maharaja, at that time you
understood the need of your seedling and watered it accordingly. Every
time you spoke to him or sent him a message he seemed to get some
special sakti. He seemed to be able to be more positive. I just feel your
kindness and your special mercy has saved him.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are following in the footsteps of your dear most
spiritual master Srila Prabhupada, and we, as grand disciples, are reaping
the rewards of all your hard work and endless sacrifices of the early days.
You know what it is to want to connect with the truth, and l felt that
when I went to the temple the first time and saw Western devotees
chanting and dancing enthusiastically, I wanted to be a part of it. They
had something I should have had. I was born into this religion but had no
idea what it was all about.
 
You left your home, your parents, your prestigious upbringing, and joined
Srila Prabhupada’s movement. When Srila Prabhupada took his first
batch of Western devotees to India, you were part of that batch. You
were all called Srila Prabhupada’s “forty white elephants.” I wonder if you
really knew what you were letting yourself in for. All the things that you
were used to, all the comforts of life were not going to be there in India.
You were and are such a devoted disciple that no number of discomforts
and austerities that you had to bear were too great. Srila Prabhupada and
Lord Krishna were your focus.
 



I pray for your mercy that somehow I can have unflinching faith and
devotion to you and to Srila Prabhupada. I am eternally grateful to you
for giving me and my family shelter at your lotus feet.
 
I was really looking forward to you traveling later on this year and for you
to come to the UK as well, but as things stand at the moment, we assume
you will be postponing your plans. Anyway, we eagerly await for things to
get better in the world climate and pray that we can serve you again soon.
 
Your daughter,
Shyama Sakhi devi dasi
London
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
My most dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to this most
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are my only shelter and I am learning from you how
to be the servant of the servants. You are so very kind to us that even
when you are not physically present, by your vani we can feel your
presence.
 
Guru Maharaja, right now my mind is just so full of many wonderful
memories of your wonderful association we had in Sri Vrindavan dhama.



I felt so fortunate to be there and had the opportunity to do some
personal seva, like doing your laundry, ironing, and washing your plates. I
also really enjoyed your Srimad-Bhagavatam classes. We all went to
Govardhana Hill together. And although I was so undeserving, you gave
me my second initiation.
 
Your mercy is all that I am made of. Please continue to bless us. I hope
that my little offering is pleasing to you, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your eternal servant,
Sundari devi dasi
London
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my sincere obeisances. All glories to you, to Prabhupada,
and to the glorious parampara.
 
On this auspicious day, I would like to refine one of the few memories I
have from meeting with you. It occurred in Juhu when you were there to
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the temple.
 
I knew nothing about what to expect from this visit and what sort of
shape the days to come would take. In the first mangala-arati of my stay
there, at some point you entered the temple, and I realized it only by the
rustling around me. And then I did see you, in front of me. You took a
seat a little away from Prabhupada’s deity. It was the first time for me to
chant the holy names in your presence. It was so special and inspiring
that all I could do was intensely watch you. I saw with my inexperienced
eyes that you were facing him, focusing on him with intense love,
devotion, and humility. Then, I sensed the warmth and great love coming
from the three opulent alters at the back, behind you, as They were
watching the both of you, seeing the perfect relationship between the
master and his disciple, the father and his son. The thought of this



experience ending in a few days saddened me.
 
A few years later, you started chanting in front of us all, blessing us with
your daily japa. It was odd at first, this virtual appearance, this change
from vani to almost vapu. But soon it became my lighthouse, my
invaluable routine. It answered in a way, my hope of chanting again in
your presence. It represents for me the nature of the guru and disciple
relationship, that is, no matter how imbalanced our mind is, how often it
enters and exits focus, how rare it is to have any taste at all, you are
always there, your deep chanting with all its nuances is there, the sense of
shelter is there, everything that we know of what chanting the holy
names should be, is there. We have to join you and hope that some of this
preciousness will touch our souls and support our effort to chant
attentively. We are so blessed to have this continued association and your
ever refreshing presence.
 
I wish you a joyful Vyasa-puja. All the best and good health.
 
Your loving servant,
Tulsi devi dasi
Ein Hod, Israel
 
Dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada and all Vaishnavas.
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
sri-caitanya-mano-bhistam sthapitam yena bhu-tale
svayam rupah kada mahyam dadati sva-padantikam

 
vande ham sri-guroh sri yuta-pada-kamalam sri-gurun vaisnavams ca

sri-rupam sagrajatam saha-gana-raghunathanvitam tam sa-jivam
 



sadvaitam savadhutam parijana-sahitam krsna-caitanya-devam
sri-radha-krsna-padan saha-gana-lalita-sri-visakhanvitams ca

 
guru brahma,guru vishnuh gurudevo naheshvarah

guru sakshat prarbhrahma tasmai shrigurave namah.
 

krishna tvadiya pada pankaja panjarant
adyaiva me vishatu manasa raja hamsa

 
prana prayana samaye kapha vata pittaih

kanthavarodhana vidhau smaranam kutas te
 
“O Lord Krishna, at this moment let the royal swan of my mind enter the
tangled stems of the lotus of Your feet. How will it be possible for me to
remember You at the time of death, when my throat will be choked with
mucus, bile, and air?”
 
“I eternally bow down to Vrndavana’s trees and vines, which are far, far
beyond the influence of matter, and which mercifully grant the goals of
life to one even sees, touches, hears about or remembers them.”
 
A quotation from the Laghu-Bhagavatmrta (Uttara-khanda 45), as quoted
in the Sri Caitanya-caritamrta:
 

yatha radha priya visnos
tasyaih kundam priyam tatha

sarva-gopisu saivaika
visnor atyanta-vallabha

 
“Just as Srimati Radharani is dear to the Supreme Lord Krishna, so Her
bathing place (Radha-kunda) is equally dear to Krishna. Among all the
gopis, She alone stands supreme as the Lord’s most beloved.”
 
The Vedic knowledge is given to everyone because Krishna is within
everyone’s heart (sarvasya caham hrdi sannivistah), but one must be
qualified to receive that knowledge. Krishna helps us by giving us



knowledge both from within as the Supersoul (caitya-guru) and from
without as the spiritual master.
 
In Cc Madhya (1.206):
 

bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah
kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah

praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam
 
“By serving You constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is
completely pacified. When shall I engage as Your permanent eternal
servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?”
The ability to utilize material opulence in Krishna’s service without
becoming affected is possible for advanced devotees who practice yukta-
vairagya with great restraint, under the guidance of an expert spiritual
master, tending always toward austerity and self-denial rather than
comfortable living, within the parameters approved by Srila Prabhupada.
 
Books are the Basis
Preaching is the Essence
Utility is the Principle
Purity is the Force.
 
In Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.4.25):
 

nayan veda svam atmana
yac chokyaham dhiya hatam
tam durotyaya mahatmyam
bhagavantam ito smy asham

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Personality of
Godhead by whose illusory energy the jiva, who is part and parcel of God,
forgets his real identity because of the bodily concept of life. I take
shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose glories are difficult
to understand.”



 
krsna-nama-sudha koriya pan

juroa bhakatvinoda-pran
nama bina kinch nahiko aro

cauddda-bhuvana-majhe
 
“Drink the pure nectar of the holy name of Krishna and thus satisfy the
soul of Thakura Bhaktivinoda. There is nothing but the holy name
within all the fourteen worlds.”
 
Due to the current situation in the world we are all shielding at home.
But this lockdown has brought new life in the sense that we can now
have more time to devote to Srila Prabhupada’s instructions.I am
dedicating my time in taking care of our Deities at home, reading Srila
Prabhupada’s books, and chanting.
 

tad viddhi pranipatena pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jnanam jnaninas tattva-darsinah

 
I am listening to many classes and seminars by devotees and the time is
going very fast.
 
Gurudeva, I hope to be able to serve Their Lordships and devotees. I
humbly beg for your mercy to be able to become an instrument in serving
our Krishna consciousness movement. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
and Your Holiness.
 

Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare

 
During last year’s Vyasa-puja we discussed that Your Holiness will be
travelling abroad and was willing to have this year Vyasa-puja in London
but the present circumstances changes it all.
 
I hope to be able to have your darshan in the near future.
 



Your eternal servant,
Urjesvari devi dasi
London, England
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
Deamost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada.
 

brahmanda brahmite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija

 
“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout
the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to the upper
planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary
systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is
very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual
master by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of both Krishna and the
spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of
devotional service.” (Cc Madhya 19.151)
 
In this world, there are millions of people wandering without any real
goal, and even if they have a goal, the end results only yield flickering
and temporary satisfaction. There is no real happiness to be found
outside from Krishna and away from Krishna, His service, or His
devotees. People are suffering and are sinking lower and lower in self-
made webs of so-called emancipation and hideous sense-gratification.
This world is increasingly becoming a more fearful place to live in, as the
darkness of Kali-yuga sets in, gradually sapping away any sense of decency
and sensibility from us, humans.



 
As I contemplate this utterly distressful condition and as I witness daily
how the world is steadily marching downward, I feel grateful to be
sheltered in Krishna consciousness.
 
I feel thankful to be living in the house that Srila Prabhupada created for
us, and I feel especially grateful that he has placed me under the shelter
of his dearmost son to be my eternal spiritual master, beloved father,
guide, and true friend. I do not know how I became that bhagyavan jiva
out of thousands of other jivas. I can only see it and understand it as your
causeless mercy, Guru Maharaja. I remain eternally grateful and indebted
for your shelter and care.
 
Guru Maharaja, you once wrote me the following, “Glorious is that
devotee who does not give up the shelter of his Lord and glorious is that
Lord who does not abandon His servant. If by chance a servant falls down
and goes somewhere else, glorious is that master who captures him and
brings him back by the hair.” (Cc Antya 4.46-47)
 
The word prabhu, or master, means that the Lord is to be continuously
served by His devotee. The original Prabhu is the Lord, Sri Krishna, and
the spiritual master is His representative, so I could never abandon you–
Krishna would never allow me. Such is the chastity of devotional service.
 
“You do not require to worry, as I shall never leave you. You are my
disciple and I am your spiritual master, so there is no question, as long as
you follow my instructions, that I shall ever leave you. Just remember
under all circumstances to chant sixteen rounds of japa daily, offer your
prasada to Krishna, and do all of the things that you already know.” (SP
Letter September 21, 1972)
 
These written words of yours, Guru Maharaja, are my constant source of
reassurance that no matter what my failings, life situations or position in
life, I am always assured of your protection.
 
Hare Krishna.



 
Your eternally grateful daughter,
Vrindadevi dasi
London
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Today we celebrate the most auspicious day of your divine appearance,
the day you kindly appeared in this world as an eternal associate of Srila
Prabhupada, to serve him in his mission. It is our greatest good fortune
that as part of your service you have kindly accepted us under your
eternal shelter.
 
In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.7.36) there is a beautiful verse which states:
 

anuvratanam sisyanam
putranam ca dvijottama
anaprstam api bruyur
guravo dina-vatsalah

 
“O best among the brahmanas, those who are spiritual masters are very
kind to the needy. They are always kind to their followers, disciples, and
sons, and without being asked by them, the spiritual master describes all
that is knowledge.”
 
This verse wonderfully describes the nature and qualities of Your Divine
Grace. Guru Maharaja, you are always kind to everyone, and you give
yourself completely to care for and enlighten us, even without being
asked.
 
Nama Ruci Prabhu once told me about an exchange he had with Your



Divine Grace which exemplifies how you relate to us. When he
approached you for shelter, you asked him what he meant by “shelter.”
Nama Ruci Prabhu replied, “Your guidance and the warm embrace of a
mother.” You smiled and replied, “Both are there.”
 
When you give yourself, you give yourself completely. Once, on the last
day of my stay at Carpinteria, Your Divine Grace engaged me in selecting
gifts (from your personal maha) for some devotees back in England. We
chose some socks and bead bags. At one point I noticed that the bead
bags that you were giving away had some nice, fairly new counter beads
attached, and I inquired whether I should remove them. Spontaneously,
you responded, “No, no! When we give, we give everything! We do not
hold anything back!”
 
This mood of yours was very striking to me, Guru Maharaja, and later
when I reflected on it more deeply, I considered how it typifies
everything about Your Divine Grace. When you gave your life to Srila
Prabhupada, you gave everything—you did not hold anything back. In a
similar way, Guru Maharaja, you also give yourself completely to Srila
Prabhupada’s mission, to all devotees who approach you for shelter and
guidance, and to all of your personal practices in Krishna consciousness.
 
You also kindly describe all that is knowledge to us in a most relevant,
beautiful, and appealing way.
 

vayam dhanyatama loke
guro ’pi ksatra-bandhavah

vayam pibamo muhus tvattah
punyam krsna-kathamrtam

 
“O my lord, my spiritual master, although we are the lowest of ksatriyas,
we are glorified and benefited because we have the opportunity of always
hearing from you the nectar of the pious activities of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.” (SB 10.12.43)
 
Once when I was at New Dwaraka temple, Balaram Prabhu (Tamal



Krishna Maharaja’s disciple) gave me wonderful instruction. He said,
“Your Guru Maharaja is your deity. He is your Krishna. Serve him and
take care of him in this mood.” This instruction of Balaram Prabhu is
nicely captured in the following verse of the Srimad-Bhagavatam:
 

bhayam dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
isad apetasya viparyayo ’smrtih

tan-mayayato budha abhajet tam
bhaktyaikayesam guru-devatatma

 
“Fear arises when a living entity misidentifies himself as the material
body because of absorption in the external, illusory energy of the Lord.
When the living entity thus turns away from the Supreme Lord, he also
forgets his own constitutional position as a servant of the Lord. This
bewildering, fearful condition is effected by the potency for illusion,
called maya. Therefore, an intelligent person should engage
unflinchingly in the unalloyed devotional service of the Lord, under the
guidance of a bona fide spiritual master, whom he should accept as his
worshipable deity and as his very life and soul.” (SB 11.2.37)
 
Guru Maharaja, you are our divine master and our worshipable Lord. May
we always be blessed with your eternal service and shelter.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your servant,
Vrindavan Chandra dasa
London
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 



On this very auspicious day, I wish you a wonderful day, and I pray for
your mercy to be able to serve you with all my heart. On your Vyasa-puja,
I offer you this verse in the Bhagavad-gita which shows us the
significance of this Vyasa-puja day.
 
Chapter 18: “The Perfection of Renunciation”
 

TEXT 75
 

vyasa-prasadac chrutavan
etad guhyam aham param
yogam yogesvarat krsnat

saksat kathayatah svayam
 

TRANSLATION
 
By the mercy of Vyasa, I have heard these most confidential talks directly
from the master of all mysticism, Krsna, who was speaking personally to
Arjuna.
 

PURPORT
 
Vyasa was the spiritual master of Sanjaya, and Sanjaya admits that it was
by his mercy that he could understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. This means that one has to understand Krsna not directly but
through the medium of the spiritual master. The spiritual master is the
transparent medium, although it is true that the experience is direct.
This is the mystery of the disciplic succession. When the spiritual master
is bona fide, then one can hear Bhagavad-gita directly, as Arjuna heard it.
There are many mystics and yogis all over the world, but Krsna is the
master of all yoga systems. Krsna’s instruction is explicitly stated in
Bhagavad-gita—surrender unto Krsna. One who does so is the topmost
yogi. This is confirmed in the last verse of the Sixth Chapter. Yoginam
api sarvesam.
 
Narada is the direct disciple of Krsna and the spiritual master of Vyasa.



Therefore Vyasa is as bona fide as Arjuna because he comes in the
disciplic succession, and Sanjaya is the direct disciple of Vyasa. Therefore
by the grace of Vyasa, his senses were purified, and he could see and hear
Krsna directly. One who directly hears Krsna can understand this
confidential knowledge. If one does not come to the disciplic succession,
he cannot hear Krsna; therefore his knowledge is always imperfect, at
least as far as understanding Bhagavad-gita is concerned.
 
In Bhagavad-gita, all the yoga systems, karma-yoga, jnana-yoga, and
bhakti-yoga, are explained. Krsna is the master of all such mysticism. It is
to be understood, however, that as Arjuna was fortunate enough to
understand Krsna directly, similarly, by the grace of Vyasa, Sanjaya was
also able to hear Krsna directly. Actually there is no difference in hearing
directly from Krsna or hearing directly from Krsna via a bona fide
spiritual master like Vyasa. The spiritual master is the representative of
Vyasadeva also. According to the Vedic system, on the birthday of the
spiritual master, the disciples conduct the ceremony called Vyasa-puja.
 
 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Vrndavan dasa
Malaga, Spain



India and Pakistan
 
 
 

 
 
 
Hare Krishna dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine lotus
feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Loving
Grace.
 
On this extremely auspicious and most joyous occasion of your Vyasa-
puja, I bow down at your divine lotus feet again and again and seek your
mercy.
 



Guru Maharaja, you have very compassionately given shelter to my
struggling soul which I failed to receive by any material means and
adjustments. I can never forget that day when I was crying and struggling
and was desperately praying and crying and asking Krishna to bless me
too with shelter, shelter of a spiritual master, and to my utter surprise, I
found you or, it is better to say, Krishna sent His angel to my life. I was so
happy to get Krishna’s beloved angel’s (His Holiness Giriraj Swami
Maharaja’s) japa sanga association. Thank you, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, despite your numerous services and busy schedule and
your age factor, you never failed to respond through emails. You are
always available for all of us, and like a compassionate and caring father,
you never missed to revert back, and always enquired about my well-
being and spiritual growth.
 
Guru Maharaja, honestly, without your divine association and japa sanga,
I wouldn’t have been able to get such auspicious association in this world,
filled with countless sufferings. I am eternally indebted to you for
everything that you have given me.
 
Guru Maharaja, I can never forget that once you wrote in a message that,
“I am always with you.” What else do I need now, Guru Maharaja?
 
I pray to the all merciful Lord Krishna to bless you in abundance with
great health, and bless me too on this auspicious tithi, so that I may never
ever lose your association.
 
I pray to Krishna and to your goodself that my heart must overflow with
just one desire of serving you and Srila Prabhupada, in whatsoever
capacity I can.
 
Guru Maharaja, please forgive me for my countless sins that I may have
committed intentionally or unintentionally, but now that I have received
your most auspicious presence in my life, I never wish to lose you, no
matter what the situation. Kindly never leave me too, my dearmost Guru
Maharaja.



 
Your most fallen daughter aspiring to serve you,
Bhaktin Aayushi Nanda
Karnal, Haryana
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your worshipable lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your chastity, loyalty, and
complete surrender to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I often undervalue you, Guru Maharaja, for your greatness lies in your
humility and simplicity. You live your life as a genuine, aspiring servant
of the Vaishnavas, even of your own disciples when you are actually the
worshipable deity of their hearts. I undervalue you, because I am
contaminated, and measure greatness by flawed parameters, taking your
extraordinary, divine qualities for granted.
 
You have proven time and again the sincerity and power of your prayer,
reflecting the absolute purity of your heart, and that is why I call you a
magician. Your folded palms and silence have solved most problems in my
life without you having to say any words.
 
Today, I wish to remind myself of how great you are, in your simplicity,
humility, sincerity, persistence, and patience, because you have very well
proven you can be everything else too.
 
I was hearing a talk you gave in 2001, about the historic Juhu story. And
you mentioned, among a lot of other things including the extremely
severe austerities involved, how you had said, “Yes” to Srila Prabhupada,
on his question, “Giriraj, will you take responsibility for this project?”
 
Today I wish to reflect on how special you are in having proven your full
surrender and loyalty to Srila Prabhupada so early on, first by giving up



literally everything (which was a lot) to serve Srila Prabhupada, and then
by accepting an instruction that was so extremely difficult and averse to
your propensities. You did not consider “No” to be a possible answer. You
are loyal, and perfectly sold out to Srila Prabhupada, and capable of
absolutely anything. That is success in spiritual life—surrender to the
order of the spiritual master. Please bless me with that surrender, dear
Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, your speciality is that you live your life like all of that
never even happened; like you are just an innocent, young, aspiring
devotee, a dependent child of Srila Prabhupada, always appreciating his
mercy and never taking any credit for all the extraordinary magic you
bless so many lives in this world with.
 
You keep showering your unlimited, sweet, and selfless love on me, and
everyone you encounter, in such a complete and enchanting way, that
you and your smile totally win my heart everytime I see you or your
picture.
 
Guru Maharaja, I don’t want to take you for granted. I want to love you
more and more and more. I want to appreciate and value your merciful
and undeserved presence in my life constantly, every moment of every
day. I want to be overwhelmed by this mercy. I want to lose my sleep, I
want to lose my mind, I want to lose myself to your love. I want to fall so
deeply and madly in love with you, that I can’t think of anything but
service—selfless, surrendered service—to your lotus feet, the secret place
of pure love and wisdom.
 
You have so fully offered your life to Srila Prabhupada. I wish I could
make that offering to you too, life after life. But I thought about it and
am afraid that the promise of eternity scares me. So please bless me, Guru
Maharaja, that I can do that. Please empower me that I can give my soul
to you, once and for all, so you can use it as you like.
 
Guru Maharaja, you very well know how dry my heart is. It is pretentious
how I make these fake and failed attempts at talking about things like



love. I know I don’t know anything on this subject. But you are very
merciful and that is my hope, that one day I will learn to love you, and
that will change my life forever.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, I wish you a very happy Vyasa-puja, and I
congratulate everyone who has even been blessed by the touch of your
pure love and mercy, including myself because that’s the best thing that
has ever happened to any of us.
 
Thank you for being the perfect example. Thank you for coming for us,
dear valiant and able son of Srila Prabhupada. Thank you for bearing all
these years of separation from your dear father for our sake. Your love is
unlimited. I pray I can fully value it.
 
Your undeserving, extremely fortunate daughter,
Bhaktin Aishwarya Madaan
Pune
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja!
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to Your Divine Grace on the special day of your appearance.
 
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja celebrations, I thank you from
the bottom of my heart for showering your causeless mercy and by
accepting me as your disciple despite my disqualifications.
 
I am indeed fortunate to have you as my spiritual father. Thank you,
Guru Maharaj for being so loving and caring with me and my family and
bestowing your endless mercy upon us.
 
I pray and beg for mercy and shelter at your lotus feet.



 
Your insignificant servant,
Ajay Gauranga dasa
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Happy appearance day, Guru Maharaja,
 
Thank you for investing so much in me, thank you for believing in me,
thank you for empowering me, thank you for trusting me within a simple
vision of devotional service. Your krpa is the only thing required for
advancement. So, I beg for your mercy so that I can entertain you and
our acharyas by popularizing the hari-nama-sankirtana movement’s love
descending from the planet of the cows—golokera prema dhana hari-
nama-sankirtana.
 
With all the love in my heart,
 
Your eternal student at the dust of your feet,
Bhakta Anthony Myers (Kavi)
Mayapur
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, on the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-
puja, I’m very happy. Many, many happy returns of the day. HAPPY
VYASA-PUJA TO GURU MAHARAJA!
 
When I read Srila Prabhupada’s words about you, Guru Maharaja, he



says, “Giriraj is a diamond. I’m a jeweller and my business is diamonds. He
is a diamond. One day he will shine.” One day, Prabhupada said, you will
shine, and it’s true, today you are shining. Because you are Prabhupada’s
diamond.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, when I see your photo with Prabhupada during his
lecture, I see a good disciple because you listened to Prabhupada with
utmost concentration.
 
You are my Guru Maharaja, the mercy of Krishna. I have never met you,
but I have met you in my dream. Guru Maharaja, when will my dream
come true, when will I meet you at Vrindavan?
 

guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete kariya aikya,
ara na kariha mane asa

 
Dear Guru Maharaja, I always pray for your long life as you are
everything for us, and we must do some sort of service for you.
 
Your servant of servant,
Bhagavat dasa
Larkana, Pakistan
 

* * *
 
Param pujya dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine
lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Holiness!
All glories to your glorious services!
 
Maharaja, we are from Surat, practicing Krishna consciousness under the
guidance of His Grace Radha Charan Prabhuji and Her Grace Charan
Renu Mataji. We recently attended Your Holiness’s virtual Vyasa-puja on
17 August, and then His Grace Radha Charan Prabhuji organized a
glorification session for Your Holiness in Surat, as we all wanted to hear



and speak about you. Radha Charan Prabhuji kindly suggested that we
could send our offerings to you to get Your Holiness’s mercy.
 
Maharaja, we had your darshan for the first time at the Sri Sri Radha-
Gopinath temple, Mumbai, in 2007, by the mercy of His Grace Radha
Charan Prabhuji. After that, we heard so many times that you would
come to India soon, but somehow, because of your health issues, every
time your plan got cancelled. Our desire to have your darshan and get
your mercy couldn’t be fulfilled.
 
Maharaja, almost two years back we were in Pune at His Grace
Parasurama Prabhuji’s place, and Your Holiness had a video call with
Madana-mohana-mohini dasi. Madana-mohana-mohini wanted to
introduce our daughters to you, and we were also there in her room, just
to see the happiness and expressions of our kids. We were not at all
expecting that we would get an opportunity to talk with Your Holiness.
Maharaja, it took 30 to 45 minutes for the call to get connected, but you
kept trying, and finally the call got connected. Madana-mohana-mohini
introduced our daughters to you, you asked them about their studies and
spiritual status, and then, to our great surprise, you asked, “Are their
parents around?” and we got the opportunity to talk with you!
 
Maharaja, when you got to know that we are from Surat, your first
question was if we knew Radha Charan Prabhuji and Charan Renu
Mataji, and we said, “Yes, Maharaja, they are our siksa-gurus.” Then you
asked us about our spiritual life, and when we said we were struggling,
immediately you asked, “Quantity or quality?” and we said, “Quality,” and
then Your Holiness told us the importance of chanting early in the
morning. At the end of the conversation we begged you for blessings, and
Your Holiness asked, “Any blessings in particular?” So, dear Maharaja, in
that small interaction we found that Your Holiness is so loving and
caring and very particular.
 
Maharaja, your smile is so sweet and pure that it can attract anyone.
 
Dear Maharaja, every afternoon, His Holiness Bhakti Prema Swami



Maharaja gives classes on Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, and on your Vyasa-
puja day, in the Caitanya-caritamrta class we came across this verse
(Madhya 11. 95):
 

koti-surya-sama saba—ujjvala-varana
kabhu nahi suni ei madhura kirtana

 
“Indeed, their effulgence is like the brilliance of a million suns. Nor have
I ever heard the Lord’s names chanted so melodiously.”
 
Srila Prabhupada writes in the purport, “Such are the symptoms of pure
devotees when they are chanting. All the pure devotees are as bright as
sunshine, and their bodily luster is very effulgent. In addition, their
performance of sankirtana is unparalleled. There are many professional
chanters who can perform congregational chanting with various musical
instruments in an artistic and musical way, but their chanting cannot be
as attractive as the congregational chanting of pure devotees.”
 
Maharaja, as soon as we read this verse, we were reminded of you only.
You are always effulgent like the sun, and your divine presence can
destroy all the impurities of the conditioned souls. When you play kartals
and start singing kirtan, that rhythm we feel is so sweet and soothing to
the hearts.
 
Maharaja, we see how on Facebook you bless everyone on their birthdays.
When we chant with you on Facebook, that experience is beyond words.
We can feel how much you are attached to the holy name. We are
eternally grateful to you, dear Maharaja, for taking such efforts and
bestowing such causeless mercy upon us.
 
After our Guru Maharaja, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja’s
departure, we all are in great pain of separation, crying in our hearts,
missing him badly. When we saw you on your Vyasa-puja day, during the
pada-praksalana ceremony, Your Holiness was looking exactly like Srila
Guru Maharaja. Our hearts are looking for the same unconditional love
and mercy. We are experiencing that all our gurus carry the same mood,



and we can see them as the expansion of Srila Guru Maharaja. Srila
Prabhupada has made the perfect arrangement. ISKCON is a
transcendental family. By the causeless mercy of Vaishnavas, we are also
a part of it, and we are under the divine shelter of the wonderful
followers of Srila Prabhupada.
 
Dear Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa- puja, please
bless us that we can remain conscious in our Krishna conscious activities
and serve our gurus for their pleasure, in the mood of servant of the
servant of the servants.
 
Your grateful servants,
Cakori Radha dasi, Premarupa Radha dasi, Vishakha Priya dasi, and
Mukunda Priya dasa
Surat
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Maharaja,
 
Dandavat-pranamas at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada!
 
Maharaja, I have been contemplating for the last couple of years to
dedicate Sri Guru-vandana sung by His Holiness Indradyumna Swami on
this beautiful day of your Vyasa-puja. This song is very close to my heart
as it fills me with love, thinking of your glorious qualities. I am fortunate
that Your Holiness has accepted me as your disciple. I am not capable of
anything, but your mercy has given me the right direction to walk on this
path of Krishna consciousness.
 
Below is the part of the song explaining the lyrics. This highlights my
mood for you, dear spiritual father.
 
The lotus feet of the spiritual master are the abode of pure devotional
service, I bow down to those lotus feet with great care attention.



 
My dear brother, my dear mind, it is due to the grace of spiritual master
that we cross over this material existence and attain Krishna.
 
Make the teaching from the lotus mouth of the spiritual master one with
your heart and do not desire anything else.
 
Attachment to the lotus feet of the spiritual master is the best means of
spiritual advancement. By his mercy all desires for spiritual perfection are
fulfilled.
 
He who has given me the gift of transcendental vision is my lord birth
after birth.
 
By his mercy, divine knowledge is revealed within our hearts bestowing
prema bhakti and destroying ignorance. Vedic scriptures sing of his
characters.
 
O spiritual master, ocean of mercy and friend of the fallen souls. You are
the teacher of everyone and life of all people.
 
O master, be merciful unto me and give me the shade of your lotus feet.
 
May your glories now be proclaimed throughout the three worlds.
 
Also, I am sharing the link to the complete song for you to cherish . . .
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwOrL9w_e-w
 
With lots of love and prayers to Lord Nrsimhadeva to protect you always .
. .
 
Your spiritual daughter,
Chaitanya Priya dasi
Mumbai
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwOrL9w_e-w


* * *
 
Param Pujya dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories
to the most auspicious and jubilant occasion of your appearance day.
 
Once again it’s a great opportunity to meditate on your divine self,
although I am very weak to glorify you, but it gives great pleasure to
spend days just meditating on you and your divine qualities, and my good
fortune that I am in shelter of your divine lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, it is beyond my understanding how a pure Vaishnava
like yourself, coming directly from the spiritual world, could reciprocate
with a conditioned soul like me, who is so ignorant and fallen. Even in
the past, you have encountered extreme materialistic people, namely
industrialists, whereby your patience and cultivation awakened Krishna
consciousness in them. You are a krpana-vatsala.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am highly inspired by the five potent gifts of bhakti
displayed by your grace:
 
1. Sadhu-sanga. On visiting your ashram, I get the opportunity to have

your personal association, and to serve you personally, association of
Srila Prabhupada disciples, senior godbrothers and devotees, as well as
an opportunity to serve them, which I had really missed out this year.
Your presentation, gravity, revelations from your association with Srila
Prabhupada has left an indelible impression on all of us who attend
your virtual class. Hearing Srila Prabhupada’s pastimes from your lotus
mouth is all time nectar, always in demand as hot cake. Your altar is
decorated with the pictures of departed Vaishnavas, which makes one
remember their surrender and unalloyed devotion unto the lotus feet of
Sri Sri Guru and Gaurang. Reading the book Many Moons compiled by
Your Holiness shows your love for Srila Prabhupada’s bright moons.
Reading about them nourishes our spiritual life.



2. Nama-kirtana. You have a deep taste for chanting as you often
schedule your routine, giving preference to attend the holy name
programs, even at a distant place, and allow devotees to accompany you
to immerse in the transcendental sound vibration, and enjoy the nectar
of Krishna kirtan. You organize kirtan programs at your ashram and
give Japa workshops. Once when you were in Vrindavan the last time,
Radha Charan Prabhu and I were also there at your service. We both
were disturbed one day, and to help us out, you called us in your
quarters and chanted sixteen rounds again. Your faith in the holy name
solved our problem and we are very thankful to you. Now your mercy
has no bounds, you have made yourself available to the whole world to
join you in your Japa session. You invite devotees to your ashram to
come and chant in your temple room in your association. Chanting
with you helps us to develop the proper mood, begging mood. You
chant in the most humble state of mind. You are devoid of all sense of
false prestige and always ready to offer all respect to others, and
expecting no respect in return. Trnad api sunicena . . . Thus you are
able to chant the holy name of the Lord constantly with taste. Please
help me, Guru Maharaja, to develop some taste in chanting.

3. Bhagavata-sravana. You are always eager to hear and chant about the
unlimited pastimes of Radha and Krishna. Although you have so many
responsibilities and services, you still take every opportunity to discuss
krsna-katha, gaura-katha, and Srila Prabhupada katha. You plan temple
visits to LA, Dallas, Houston, San Diego, Silicon valley, Laguna Beach,
especially on festivals to give Bhagavatam class, thereby giving localites
an opportunity to hear krsna-katha. Currently, during the pandemic,
when everyone is advised to stay home, virtual classes have become a
boon, since we are able to hear your nectarean classes frequently.

4. Mathura-vasa. Wherever you reside is a holy place. I feel your ashram is
non different from Vrindavan. The air is fresh, clean, and aromatic
with fragrant flowers and fruits, sweet tingling of windchimes.
Everyone is engaged in serving you, the pure devotee of Lord, which
pleases the Lord, because a pure devotee is always engaged in His
service: mac-citta mad-gata-prana (Bg 10.9). Going to dhama is to do
sadhu-sanga. Whoever visits your ashram automatically is in sadhu-
sanga. Naturally no desire for sense gratification. Because you carry the



Personality of Godhead within your heart, you turn all places into
places of pilgrimage (SB 1.13.10). Actually the material nature is
throwing thunderbolts outside, but we are safe under the roof of your
ashram, under the shade of your lotus feet.

5. Sri-murtira sraddhaya sevana. You are very particular about service to
Deities. You also arrange and celebrate all festivals for the pleasure of
Sri Sri Gandharvika-Giridhari and for the pleasure of devotees. Once I
neglected my service of offering bhoga to the Deities and you guided
me. Then I realized that you serve the Deities out of love and I serve
Them out of duty.

 
Guru Maharaja, you once shared a nice quotation: “Bhakti-yoga means
not only dedicating one’s life to Krishna, but also to serve the Vaishnava,
tat-purusa. Tat-purusa means to serve a person who has dedicated his life
to Krishna. Two things: dedication to Krishna and dedication to the
devotee of Krishna. These two things make life successful.”
 
Guru Maharaja, our tickets were booked to visit you in March, and just a
week before, lockdown got declared and we realized we will not be able to
go due to the pandemic. I was totally heartbroken because I was waiting
for the day when I will again be able to come and serve you. I even tried a
few new recipes.
 
All through the month of March I was thrilled at the idea of getting your
personal service. Suddenly, when the lockdown was announced, I still
had hope that the normal routine would soon kick in. But the situation
became intense and I was naturally unhappy and sad to realize that this
year I will not meet you and will miss serving you. Unfortunately, to
make things worse, the news of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja’s
departure completely shattered us. This is the time when I got the real
awareness of how temporary and uncertain things can be. All our life we
are hearing that this material life is temporary, which I realized now. It
has affected the heart so deeply.
 
I have heard that a disciple should, by all means, try to please the spiritual
master, and that is the secret of success in spiritual life. I have no other



qualification to serve you except cooking for you. That also I could not do
this year. When your mercy descends our spiritual life ascends.
 
Guru Maharaja, my ever well-wisher, kindly allow me on this most
auspicious day of your appearance, to pray that by your mercy, I will
always remain under the shelter of your lotus feet.
 
Hope to get a chance to serve you again soon.
 
Your dependent servant,
Charan Renu dasi
Surat
 

* * *
 
Respected Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On your auspicious Vyasa-puja day, I pray to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihariji
for your long and healthy life. I wish you a very happy birthday,
Maharaja.
 
Please allow me to write some old memories from the old days which have
become an inspiration for me, many of which I am still following, and
inspiring devotees to follow. These are lessons from your personal
association.
 
1. I was assisting you in life membership in the late seventies and early

eighties. Mr. B. R. Mohatta and M. P. Maheshwari would come every
Sunday, and Mother Aditya would keep some juices ready in her office.
Puri dasa and I would wait down for them, and sometimes you would
also come down to receive them. It’s a great lesson for me, and I am
following your example till today, Maharaja.

2. Often when we went to meet donors, you went after twelve noon, and
sometimes reached late for appointments, but still the donors loved you



and waited for you. You had a small steel box and a small spoon with
which you gave a very small piece of sandesh, and donors respected it
as maha-prasada. Sometimes we would go to Santa Cruz police station,
and you would ask Raghunandan, the driver, to go back to temple, as
you wanted to chant your Gayatri. You would come back, take bath,
chant your Gayatri, and then leave for preaching and meeting donors.
They had high respect and love for you, and they would hear you.

3. During the December book distribution marathon, I went with you for
book distribution on Juhu Beach from late evening till night. Your love
for Srila Prabhupada’s book distribution inspired me, and till today I
follow—not on Juhu Beach, but staying out till late.

4. When I was temple commander and bhakta director, you used to go out
in the morning to meet life members in the nearby JVPD area and
come back at around 10 a.m., by which time everyone else had eaten. I
would wait for you, and you loved leftover burned chapatis.

5. As temple commander, I would come to you for getting money for
buying devotees’ supplies and things for the temple, and you would ask
me to show the old brooms and toothbrushes. When I reflect on all
these things, I see how Prabhupada conscious you were to save every
paisa, every penny.

6. Once, we were walking on property, and you showed me the dusty
leaves and told me that your mother would apply oil on leaves and that
at least I should put water.

7. Often we would visit the brahmachari ashram and check the bags of
the devotees. We always found Gorakhpur books with Nrsimha
Chaitanya Prabhu and snuff with Mr. Banerjee. Those days life was
very simple.

8. Once a devotee was not playing kartals properly, and you told me that
the temple room is not for learning, and that we should offer only the
best to Krishna—so we should allow only devotees who know how to
play.

9. Once I was playing Srila Prabhupada’s japa tape during morning
chanting, and you asked me to stop, as Srila Prabhupada said that we
should hear our own chanting—not his.

10.
 Once, after temple cleaning in the afternoon, staying in the room next



to you in the brahmachari ashram, Srikant Prabhu, Dritrastra Prabhu,
Sri Bhajan Prabhu, and I were doing bhajan and kirtan, and you
walked in the room and asked us to go out and do our service. You told
us this nice bhajan should be done for Lord’s pleasure, in the temple.

11.
 In the nineties, when His Holiness Tamal Krishna Goswami came

again as GBC for Bombay, he told me that we must get Giriraj Swami
back in India and asked me to work on it. It was passed in IBMC that
Mahamantra dasa and myself would work on it. We did, and Sri Sri
Radha-Rasabihariji called you back. When you came back, my wife
used to cook for you. You used to come and take your lunch and take
rest at my home. This was your special mercy. Then, after some days,
you told me that someone had objected to your coming to my home.

 
I can go on writing all those sweet memories of beautiful old days,
Maharaja, but thought of writing eleven, which is an auspicious number,
on your auspicious appearance day.
 
Maharaja, I know that I have committed a lot of mistakes, but you have
always corrected and guided me like a father or elder brother. Please keep
doing that, and forgive me for my offences, committed knowingly or
unknowingly. Till my last breath, I want to serve Srila Prabhupada under
my seniors.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for your kindness.
 
Your servant,
Devakinandan dasa
Juhu, Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 



Guru Maharaja, due to the language barrier, I submit the following song
at your lotus feet as my Vyasa-puja offering:
 

(1)
prabhu tava pada-yuge mora nivedan

nahi magi deha-sukha, vidya, dhana, jan
(2)

nahi magi swarga, ara moksa nahi magi
na kori prarthana kono vibhutira lagi’

(3)
nija-karma-guna-dose je je janma pai
janme janme jeno tava nama-guna gai

(4)
ei matra asa mama tomar carane

ahoituki bhakti hrde jage anuksane
(5)

visaye je priti ebe achaye amar
sei-mata priti hauk carane tomar

(6)
vipade sampade taha thakuk sama-bhave
dine dine vrddhi hauk namera prabhave

(7)
pasu-paksi ho’ye thaki swarge va niroye
tava bhakti rahu bhaktivinoda-hrdoye

 
TRANSLATION
 
1. O Lord! I submit the following prayer at Your holy feet: I do not pray to

You for physical leisure, for learning, wealth, or followers.
2. I do not pray for heaven or salvation. I do not pray for any of these

opulences.
3. In whatever birth I take, wherever my karma leads me, let me sing the

glories of Your holy name birth after birth.
4. This alone is my cherished hope, my aspiration, my prayer at your lotus

feet: Let causeless and uninterrupted devotion awaken within my heart
and flow towards You.



5. Let me love Your lotus feet as much as I now love sense gratification;
transfer my affection from the objects of the senses to Your lotus feet.

6. In danger or success, good fortune or disaster, let me remain equipoised.
And let my affection for You increase day by day by the influence of
the Holy Name.

7. Whether I live as bird or beast, in heaven or in hell, let the humble
Bhaktivinoda always cherish bhakti in his heart of hearts.

 
I am very grateful for your merciful glance on all of my family. Please give
me blessings so that I can also advance in this very human life.
 
Your fallen servant,
Gayatri-devi dasi
Mumbai

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept our most humble obeisances in the dust of
your two divine lotus feet on the occasion of your Vyasa-puja 2020. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
We offer our prayers to Sri Sri Radha-Shyamasundar, Sri Sri Krishna-
Balaram, and Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai on this most auspicious and most
glorious day of your Vyasa-puja 2020.
 
We recollect the early days in Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari temple in the
mid-nineties, your wonderful association, and your fulfilling our desire to
move to Vrindavan in 2003, although we were not qualified. I quote, “If
you are not preaching in Mumbai, you can go to Vrindavan and engage
in Vaishnava seva.” You are very merciful to us. This instruction
constantly continues to ring in our ears, and we stay connected in
Krishna consciousness till today.
 
You are an ocean of mercy. In the galaxy of stars in ISKCON, your
effulgence has spread vividly, and penetrated the hearts of fallen souls all



over the world, and awakened dormant love of Krishna, thereby
eradicating all inauspiciousness for their purity.
 
Your teachings and instructions through your books have enlightened
and purified millions of conditioned souls all over the world. Many are
your staunch followers, even though they have not met you personally,
we discover.
 
Srila Prabhupada, in Lilamrita had said that, “Giriraja is my diamond and
will shine one day.” Guru Maharaja, not only have you lived up to his
expectations, but also to his prediction.
 
You are our life air. Please continue to constantly give your mercy. We
are struggling. Begging always for your mercy. You have delivered so
many conditioned souls. Please give us your merciful glance so that we
stay connected in Krishna consciousness.
 
Giriraj’ji is the tilaka of the Vraja-vasis, and you are our tilaka and neck
beads. We are proud to be a part of your entourage.
 
Your most insignificant, most fallen, less intelligent, less qualified
servants,
 
Gopijana Vallabh dasa, Gopipriya devi dasi
Vrindavan
 

* * *
 
Param Puja dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble dandavats at the dust of your soft lotus feet. All
glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihariji. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and
his divine disciples. A very happy Vyasa-puja to you, Maharaja.
 
Maharaja, I want to offer some broken words at your feet:
 



Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
Govardhana Giriraja is serving Vraja-vasis
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
Leaving behind a lavish life
You came in Srila Prabhupada’s harbor
Your simplicity attracted many
And Srila Prabhupada too was touched
By your gentle behavior
And simple yet powerful submission
You got a tough and divine mission (the Juhu temple)
“I will make a temple for you,”
Srila Prabhupada promised Radha-Rasabihari
And he included your name too
Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
Strong philosophy and gentle presentation
Some say that you are strict, but I always see you on soft notation
Your love for chanting is well-knowing
And your melodious kirtan is heart soothing
I am a fan of your crescent moon smile
But when I turned back, I saw there was a long queue
Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
By writing books you nourish our sadhana–the means
This is how you are watering the bhakti-lata seed
And uprooting the unwanted weeds
NOD is a difficult subject,
But you explain it so simply
King Bali went through a tough test,
but you call it glorious,
wisely Srila Prabhupada invested everything in Mahaprabhu’s mission
And his divine disciples, too



Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
When Srila Prabhupada asked you,
“What do you want to be, young man, God or God’s servant?”
You thought, “He knows everything in my heart,”
But your natural love forced you to say,
“He is my lord.” I feel inspired to follow your footsteps, as others too
Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
When Nair sent a prostitute to seduce you,
You remembered Srila Prabhupada and promised,
“Srila Prabhupada, I will never disgrace you.”
By touching your feet she was delivered, too.
This reminded me of one other Haridasa
Did it to you too,
Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Srila Giriraj Swami too
 
When life served you hardships,
You tolerated and smiled.
When life served you success and honor,
You gave credit to Srila Prabhupada.
Maya could never bribe you,
Your journey is shiny as diamond,
And divinely inspirational too
Giriraja Govardhana is hari-dasa-varyo,
And so is our Giriraj Swami too
 
Maharaja, please accept my dandavats at your lotus feet on this divine
day.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja.
 
Serving under the servants of Your Holiness His Grace Radha Charan



Prabhuji and Charan Renu Mataji,
Jahnvi Priya dasi
Servant of Srila Bhakti Charu Swami
Surat
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my dandavat pranamas at your lotus feet. All glories to you.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
You are an ocean of mercy. By your mercy, I am in Sri Vrindavan dhama
with my children and father. Please bestow your mercy on them also.
 
My family and I came to Krishna consciousness only by your causeless
mercy. You helped the Pakistan Yatra when a serious problem arose. Five
children from Pakistan came to Vrindavan to study in the gurukula.
 
Unfortunately, my cousin Suraj drowned in the Yamuna. As a result,
there were many problems in the community. My family were so angry
that they confiscated the altars that we had set up. There were so many
rumors about ISKCON devotees selling the children, using them as
beggars, etc. As a result, parents beat their children and forbade them to
associate with devotees.
 
His Grace Amoghalila Prabhu called you. As soon as you arrived in
Pakistan, the whole atmosphere became peaceful. You started having
kirtan and prasadam distribution. Both my maternal and paternal
families became favorable to Krishna consciousness. Your potency was so
great that the people’s faith in the devotees was restored.
 
Then you asked Mother Aditya and Mother Devahuti to come, and they
trained us in different aspects of Krishna consciousness, especially Deity
worship. You also gave Srila Prabhupada’s deity to my mother, who
worshipped Srila Prabhupada for many years.



 
I was very young, but you always bestowed your causeless mercy on me,
and I remember and deeply appreciate all that you have done for me and
the Pakistan Yatra.
 
There are so many wonderful memories. Thank you very much.
 
My intense prayer to you is that please always bestow your mercy on
Anand, Hrisikesa, my father, and me.
 
On this most auspicious day of your Sri Vyasa-puja, I beg to soon receive
shelter at your lotus feet and become your duly initiated disciple.
 
Your hopeful, eager, grateful servant,
Jambavati dasi
Vrindava (from Karachi, Pakistan)
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
I feel so humbled to get an opportunity to express and exhibit my feelings
towards my dearmost Guru Maharaja.
 
I have not had a chance to see you personally, but you are all the time in
my thoughts, showering your mercy.
 
Maharaja, on this auspicious occasion, I would like to share some
extravagant thoughts. Maharaja, you have constantly been striving to
spread Krishna consciousness for a long, long time. But during this
lockdown, you rose to use the time and reach maximum people through
various platforms such as Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook. Endlessly and
tirelessly you were spreading the word of Krishna, and throughout your



endeavors, never was there a sign of tiredness on your Facebook videos.
Back to back, you were delivering lectures.
 
Maharaja, through your example, you have inspired us not to leave a
single chance to propagate the glories of our beloved Supreme Lord
Krishna. You are enabling us to get out of the hell of delusion, guiding us
in our journey of life. Being a torchbearer and a perpetual spiritual guide,
you are helping us to get elevated on the spiritual platform.
 
Maharaja, please continue showering your blessings on me and my family.
Maharaja, your power of minute observation is simply noteworthy.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for allowing us to be your follower.
 
Dandavat-pranama, Maharaja.
 
From Jyoti Khote and family, with regards from Geeta Gupta too
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Param Pujya dear Maharajaji,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances unto the dust of your divine
lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, I am feeling so blessed to have the opportunity to dive deep
into my heart and collect the gems of your divine qualities, which are
there as a result of hearing from the bona fide sources.
 
Maharaja, although I couldn’t get your direct association, I have never
been bereft of your mercy; rather, whatever little I have spiritually is
nothing but your mercy, which is being showered upon us through the
care and guidance of His Grace Radha Charan Prabhuji and Charan
Renu Mataji.
 



Our Guru Maharaja His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami’s departure has
taught us to value the association of elevated mahatmas such as yourself,
which we had taken for granted. This is the first time I have gotten
inspired to express my heartfelt appreciation for Your Holiness. And as I
meditated upon your divine qualities for two days continuously, the
experience was so amazing that I felt content and complete by doing so.
 
You are my loving, calm, and caring spiritual uncle, and we felt that
deeply when you addressed us all after Guru Maharaja’s departure. We
need your blessings and support eternally. I am completely ignorant and
insignificant, the most useless person in Radha Charan Prabhuji’s
congregation. So, without taking your much of your time, I will just share
some words that I put together as a song of your glories:
 
Our dearmost Giriraj Swami Maharaja, very soft, meek, and mild
Your face adorned with luster and an enchanting, beautiful smile.
 
Your smile is not ordinary—it speaks volumes to every soul:
‘‘Stay connected with Krishna, and wholeheartedly serve the whole,”
Showing the way to humankind, how to stay as blissful as ever,
Telling us, “Let Krishna smile through your every endeavor.’’
 
Your Holiness laid the foundation of ISKCON,
Putting the soil of great sacrifice
For coming generations’ spiritual comfort, you paid such a high price.
 
Even basic needs were unfulfilled, still you were undeterred and
determined,
Standing steadfast assisting Prabhupada’s desire,
To construct a beautiful shrine.
 
You are a mahatma, a maha-bhagavata, humility personified,
Strict in rules, particular in things, yet completely harmonized.
 
A blend of sweetness and strictness, discipline and culture,
Ever ready for Krishna’s pleasure, to take up any venture.



 
Your divine presence and association
Bestowed upon us many boons,
Enriched us with lovely scriptures—
Watering the Seed and Many Moons.
 
A great leader with kind demeanor,
Showing the way to the Supreme goal,
Acting as Prabhupada’s moon,
Nurturing the hearts of every aching soul.
 
Your gentle speech penetrates the heart so deep.
Your divine soothing darshan gives the eyes a lovely treat.
 
Maharaja, you have been Prabhupada’s pride
A brave soldier of Gaura-Nitai,
A valiant warrior against maya,
An ideal master and perfect guide.
 
The earth is happy now, burdened
Until having your lotus feet.
I beg, please don’t leave us ever—
Under your shelter is a cozy seat.
 
With the aspiration of being a humble servant at your lotus feet,
Kalavati Radhika dasi (BCS)
Surat
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. I want to thank you for blessing us
with your association every day and allowing us to chant with you and
giving us your darshan. I am really thankful to Srila Prabhupada who gave
us ISKCON and a personal spiritual master like you who gives so much



time and guidance to his disciples. I prayed to Srila Prabhupada to direct
me towards my spiritual master, and in response to my prayers, he guided
me to take your shelter. My goal in life is to please you and my fellow
devotees, so please bless me so that I can continue doing so. Because of
your blessings lately, I have been inspired to read scriptures, and I
immensely enjoy doing so. I have also been helping Siddhi Lalasa Mataji
to set up and grow Children’s Maitri Academy which gives me a lot of
happiness.
 
Guru Maharaja, I love you. I love your infectious smile. I wish you would
stay in India longer so we could get more spiritual strength just by being
in your association. Your love for Srila Prabhupada, your godbrothers and
your godsisters is very inspiring. With your blessing, I hope I can also
develop such meaningful relationships in my future. Please protect us and
continue guiding us so that we can grow our devotion towards our best
friends, Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. Your association has transformed my
life. Now I only hope to serve you as you desire.
 
Your humble servant and daughter,
Ladli Radha dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
ONE SOUL, TWO BODIES
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories
to Srila Prabhupada and Srila Gurudeva. All glories to you!
 
Today, I wish to glorify the most special team I have ever come across!
 
It is said that you and Srila Gurudeva, His Holiness Tamal Krishna
Maharaja, are “two bodies, one soul.” That is the depth and closeness of
this very special bond between you two brothers. Now, I feel that it is



“one body, two souls.” It is impossible to separate Tamal from Giriraj, and
Giriraj from Tamal. Srila Gurudeva lives in you here, and you live in him
wherever he is.
 
This most precious of relationships started decades ago, when you both
came together to serve Srila Prabhupada. You served in extraordinary
ways, pleasing Srila Prabhupada beyond words. And continued doing so
after Srila Prabhupada’s departure from this world. Actually, you both
still serve together, in I-cannot-even-imagine-how-many ways, even
though now Srila Gurudeva lives in another world physically. Your
hearts are intertwined after all, and so, they never separate. Your
relationship is the testimony of eternality of spiritual connections. Your
team is the best I have ever seen.
 
Your connection, communication, coordination is so transparent,
unhindered—other wordly! It leaves us in awe, inspiring us to aspire for
even half of it someday. And this is after knowing hardly anything about
the relation you both share.
 
Seeing this has always given me so much confidence, faith, and courage
in my relationship with Srila Gurudeva. It started so suddenly, like a
revival, by the grace of Srila Prabhupada. I was suddenly blessed with the
remembrance of this connection. But it was all so confusing, and my
heart was breaking into pieces every moment, because of the separation I
was experiencing. It took me three months to even share with you what
had happened and how I was feeling. I was actually terribly struggling.
And you and His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja were always there,
guiding me, helping me, healing me. And it is you all who brought me to
some basic level of understanding and acceptance about service in
separation.
 
The first time I wrote to you about this was also because of you. You were
going to come to India, but your health was not good, and so you wrote
me an email about vapu and vani, how vapu is sometimes available and
sometimes not, and that for now we would have to associate through vani.
I was blown away! Why would you write me such an email? Reading that,



my mother immediately said that it sounds like His Holiness Tamal
Krishna Maharaja is saying all this. I read it again. And indeed, it felt like
it was him. It was the two of you together! Then, after I shared my heart
with you, you responded, guiding me beautifully, and then you wrote,
“And I promise you, if you serve him and Srila Prabhupada in this way,
following the regulative principles of bhakti-yoga, you will meet him face-
to-face, as you desire.” These words went deep into my heart, and I
needed them SO MUCH!
 
You kept guiding and encouraging me all through the way. The first call
we had, when you were in Dallas, sitting in Srila Gurudeva’s office in his
quarters, was all about him! You shared a beautiful pastime of how you
realized that he is your siksa-guru after Srila Prabhupada’s departure.
Then we had the opportunity to visit my favorite place in the world:
Dallas! And following His Holiness Indradyumna Maharaja’s instruction,
I was trying to get my heart around the understanding and acceptance of
taking initiation from another spiritual master, than Srila Gurudeva,
because he was not physically present. It was hard. But you were still
there, spending hours helping me out, listening to my same old struggles
on repeat, patiently guiding me, blessing me. And I was finally able to call
you one day before my eighteenth birthday saying, “I’m ready to get
initiated.” I was so speechless, I just somehow blurted those words out.
And you said, “What happened!?”
 
And then you showed me another level of how you go out of the way to
bless conditioned souls like me. Unfortunately, even though we had made
it all the way to Dallas from Pune, my health was not in good condition,
and you so kindly, so mercifully, came to Dallas from Carpinteria to
initiate me and give us your association. We were dumbfounded at this
act of yours, and always are. We are so grateful you did that.
 
All along the journey, whenever you guide me, it never feels like you are
doing it alone. You always, always take Srila Gurudeva along. And this
also reflects your humility, your devotion, and your simplicity. In every
email you write, “All glories to Srila Prabhupada and Srila Gurudeva.”
You work together as a team. A team that I have never seen before. A



team that is extraordinary. A team that is most rare. And I don’t know if
my Krishna consciousness and my experience of it would have been the
same if it wasn’t for this best team I know!
 
Thank you for allowing us to witness such team work in Krishna
consciousness. Thank you for always reassuring me that Srila Gurudeva is
here, that he loves me, that he is blessing me, and that I will get to meet
him again. Thank you for telling me what he wants me to do when.
Thank you for enhancing my relationship with him so much more!
Thank you for healing my broken heart. Thank you for changing my life.
Thank you for loving me so unconditionally, so selflessly, even though I
don’t deserve this love. I always feel bad and guilty that I don’t love you
enough, that Srila Gurudeva is in the center of my consciousness. I feel
bad that I fail to reciprocate with and do justice to your love. Thank you
for teaching us what true, selfless love means. Being with you makes me
experience what being with Srila Gurudeva would feel. And I feel so
indebted to you for doing all that you have been doing for me, since day
one. You are very special to me. Thank you. Thank you, again and again.
 
Aishwarya didi and I always look up to you and Srila Gurudeva for our
relationship, and pray and wish that we two sisters can follow in the
divine footsteps of you two transcendental brothers.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, dearest Guru Maharaja!
 
We miss you so much.
 
Your eternally indebted servant,
Madana-mohana-mohini dasi
Pune
 

* * *
 
The Most Blessed Event, August 18, 2020, The Appearance Day of Our
Beloved Spiritual Master His Divine Grace Om Visnupada Paramahamsa
Parivrajakacarya Astottara-sata Sri Srimad Giriraja Swami Maharaja.



 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace and His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.
 
You are perfectly executing his instructions and carrying out his desires
to spread Krishna consciousness. You are a bona fide representative of
Srila Vyasadeva, imparting the knowledge of the Supreme One. By your
strong example of unalloyed service, we see the path of Sri Krishna
unfold. By your complete adherence to the line of Sri Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu, all impersonal conceptions give in to the bhakti fold. You
are the epitome of Sri Guru steeped in shastric understanding and
realization as the acharya from brahma-muhurta until the time of rest.
You are a Vrajavasi who, following Srila Prabhupada, gave up your
ecstatic sadhana to deliver the fallen and miserable living entities of this
world.
 
To glorify your spiritual master, we see as your burning desire. You are
the viceroy of God, yet you feel yourself a humble servant. Your
dedication to Prabhupada has exposed me as a liar, for now I can see what
it means to be a disciple to the mahatmas. Your glories are withheld from
my covered eyes and your unfathomable activities are beyond my
comprehension, but I know your glance removes all stumbling blocks of
apprehension. Kindly accept me as an eternal inmate caught in the web
of your devotee’s mercy. This is my only hope to overcome the dualities
of desire and hate.
 
For years now you have been patiently raising me in my spiritual life,
trying to train me in the principles of Krishna consciousness, bestowing
your causeless mercy upon me. As unfortunate as I am, I have very little
desire to purify myself of my selfish and envious ways, and accept the
mercy of guru and Krishna. In spite of my reluctance, you continue to
cultivate my desires to serve you and Krishna, tolerating my foolishness
and offenses. You have always been kind to this unfortunate flea, so I beg
you to tolerate my offenses, as you are the mercy incarnation of Sri Hari.



Like Lord Nrsimadeva, you can strike fear in the hearts of the envious,
yet at the same time, give blessings to me that prema-bhakti be my only
goal.
 
Please help me to purity myself; lead me on the path back home to
Godhead, for you are the lord and master of the devotees. Please
continue to bestow your causeless mercy upon this insignificant soul. I
pray that someday I may fulfill your desires and become fully Krishna
conscious. I beg from you to keep me in your service, in whatever
capacity you choose. In this way, I will someday become your menial
servant.
 
Your fallen servant,
Madan Mohan dasa
Karachi, Pakistan
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my offerings, Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your
Vyasa-puja.
 
It’s said that when we get things easily then we may not value them. My
quest to find a guru was not so easy; I did come a long way and hence I
value your presence in my life more. Though it was a long journey, now I
understand that it was Krishna’s plan. I am so content to find you, my
perfect master, my perfect Guru Maharaja.
 
Maharaja, if one tries to imbibe your nature, your qualities, one’s spiritual
life will be so successful. Right from the way you speak, your intonations,
your care and concern for disciples, everything shows that you’re an
epitome of perfection and that makes you the Best Spiritual Master. You
also have a unique relationship with each of your disciples and you’re so
full of love. I really appreciate that. Your soul is so pure that one can see
its reflection on your face, in your thoughts, and in your actions.



 
It’s said that one should repose his love in Krishna, and as your
representative of Lord Krishna, the same can be felt when one reposes his
love in you. Since you came in my life, I have not felt the need to look for
love anywhere else. I see your love in your reciprocation, through your
mails, in fact even while chanting on Japa Sanga when I see you live, I
usually send a message of Hare Krishna to you, and it happens at times
that few other devotees also send you messages during the same time, and
then you smile and greet us back. That smile of yours just melts my heart.
You might be greeting someone else Hare Krishna, but then I feel it’s for
me, and then I also smile back.
 
I also experienced that guru’s presence is felt even when he is far away
physically. As most of the time it happens that when I am chanting, I
think about you, and at times my eyes become moist, I become
overwhelmed with your thoughts and smile.
 
I appreciate your instructions and the most striking feature of yours is
when you reply, the reader gets an impression that you have read all his
points written in the email, and you also reply to each and every point of
the email. This is such a wonderful quality. Again it shows how caring
you are towards your disciples and don’t miss anything they write to you.
You have an eye for detail that also makes you a perfectionist. These are
few things which I have noticed through our correspondence, but when I
meet you face to face and get an opportunity to serve you, I wonder that I
would come across so many beautiful qualities that my reverence would
increase for you more and more. Maharaja, you are the first person I met
in my life who is so attractive and gorgeous—internally and externally.
You’re my first and last Spiritual Love.
 
I do understand that guru-tattva is heavy, very heavy, and guru is also
grave when he has to be a little strict with his disciple, but that is for the
disciple’s betterment.
 
I observed you responding to devotees’ questions when you open the floor
on Zoom for devotees to interact with you. And your answers are so



perfect and satisfactory. There are few devotees who have spent their life
doing seva. There might be many such devotees, but I know only a few of
them, but still they feel that they have not done enough seva. Last year in
2019, I was in Wada for your Vyasa-puja. I experienced the feelings of
devotees towards you are so intense. I would like to point out one such
devotee Vrajasundari Mataji and her sister. When they were talking to
you, they just said, “Maharaja, please allow us to serve you; we have not
served you enough.” Both of them were so overwhelmed that they were in
tears, but their sincerity was seen in their words. They are definitely an
inspiration for me. Seeing them cry, even my eyes became moist. Within
my heart I felt, “Wow, that’s so much of guru-nistha.” I felt that maybe
one day I shall be able to imbibe their mood, with your blessings.
 
Maharaja, I did not receive much love from my biological father, but I am
happy to receive your love and reciprocation as a Spiritual Father. It
really means a lot to me. I don’t mind saying this that I share a long
distance relationship with you as you’re so far away, far across the oceans.
I wish you were here in Bombay, but it doesn’t matter as your presence is
always felt in my heart.
 
From the beginning of my life I was spiritually inclined and underwent a
few courses at different institutions, but since I joined ISKCON, and
now you, being a part of my life, I am spiritually content. I feel spiritually
I am in safe hands. I always used to feel that spiritual life was incomplete
without a bonafide guru, but now I don’t. I strongly feel that where there
is guru, there is Grace and Mercy.
 
Please forgive me for any offenses at your lotus feet.
 
Yours Daso’smi,
Bhakta Manish Shete
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,



 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Maharaja, I would like to seek forgiveness for my unintentional mistake
for not taking prior permission from you before getting the Deities.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am very grateful to YOU for the installation of our
Deities Sri Sri Nitai-Nimai Sunder. And again, on the occasion of Their
first appearance day, you graced the occasion by once again giving your
wonderful association. Guru Maharaja, I am very grateful to you for
installation of our Deities Sri Sri Nitai-Nimai Sunder.
 
It’s only by your blessings that our entire family, including Madhukant
Prabhu, Nishant, Kanika, and grandson Vivaan, are engaged in the
service of Their Lordships.
 
Please always keep us under the shelter of your lotus feet. Eagerly
awaiting for your divine darshan.
 
Your humble servant,
Manmohini devi dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear kindest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to your divine self! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
I meet you and I am separated from you every day. I meet you to take the
holy name of the Lord and those moments are the most precious, divine
moments of life.
 
I found you again in this lifetime, by Krishna’s mercy and my godsister’s



desire, and I found love for Krishna in your moonlike smile, your pure
laughter.
 
I have learned by your example that the true meaning of life is to serve
one’s guru and to give him your heart. But, even service to you feels like
service to myself, because it brings me immense joy and happiness to
please you.
 
You have pulled me from the clutches of my inner demons by being my
guiding light, my perfect teacher.
 
My life is your mercy.
 
Shree Guru Charanam
Shree Hari Sharanam
 
I surrender to the feet of the guru and find my refuge in Krishna. At your
lotus feet, I am home.
 
Your eternally grateful servant and child,
Bhaktin Mira Mishra
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
All glories to His Holiness Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja and all glories to
His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
 
My more beloved Guru Maharaja, please accept my koti koti dandavat-
pranamas at your lotus feet.
 
I am very thankful that Srila Prabhupada and Gauranga Mahaprabhu
gave us our dearest Guru Maharaja, His Holiness Giriraj Swami
Maharaja.
 
My Guru Maharaja is very humble and has a lovely nature.



 
My Guru Maharaja is very lovely, and more lovely is his smile; I like it. I
saw for the first time in my godbrother, His Grace Rajaram Prabhu’s
home, Guru Maharaja smiling in photos. I was very inspired, so I decided
to accept him as my diksa-guru.
 
My Guru Maharaja is very renounced and detached; he is a very pure
devotee who is dear to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your lotus feet servant,
Murli Manohar dasa
Larkana, Sindh, Pakistan
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances millions of times, at your soft, pink,
transcendental lotus feet on this most auspicious occasion of your blessed
Vyasa-puja.
 
You kindly appeared just to save us fallen conditioned souls. You are not
an ordinary personality. You are a resident of the spiritual world and a
very dear servitor of Sri Sri Radhika-Radhika-ramana (nikunja-yuno rati-
keli-siddhyai).
 
Because you are carrying Krishna in your heart, that is Vrindavan.
Whenever you returned to South Africa or Mumbai or Surat from your
travels, your presence created a Vrindavan atmosphere surcharged with
your bhakti. Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of infinite transcendental
qualities, and your fame is spread throughout the three worlds, so it is not
possible to fully describe your personality. But nevertheless, I am making
a weak attempt to glorify you and some of your qualities.
 



Because of your spotlessly pure heart, you are able to see right through
our hearts which are full of anarthas. But like a loving father and being
an expert spiritual doctor, you know how to treat us—sometimes by
thunderbolt chastisement, neglecting us, or sarcasm.
 
Being impure and immature at first, I rebelled against the purification. At
one such time, you told me in your office in Mumbai, a story. One day,
while Krishna and the cowherd boys were in the forest, the cows
wandered quite far away in search of fresh grass. Then suddenly they
were entrapped by a forest fire. They cried pitifully and moo’ed loudly. In
the meantime, Krishna and the cowherd boys realized the cows were
nowhere to be seen. They began searching for the cows and hearing their
cries in the distance, they followed the sounds and discovered their
pitiful condition. Krishna asked the boys not to worry and just close their
eyes. Then Krishna cupped His hands and swallowed the forest fire.
When the boys opened their eyes, they and the cows were under the
Bhandiravat tree as before.
 
I understood that I should not isolate myself, but stay within the fold of
devotees, and in that way, I would always remain safe. Guru Maharaja,
you are very subtle. Just by being in your transcendental association, we
learn sooo much. When cooking for you, I just waited for you until you
were ready. But one day, when it was well over the usual time when you
respected prasada, I phoned to let you know everything was ready. You
said, “You know food is not my favorite topic of conversation,” and put
the phone down. Then, on another occasion, you told me that you were
not eating for taste but it was your medicine. You indicated that you were
completely free from the propensity to enjoy.
 
Because of time constraints, I will now talk about chanting with you.
When I first heard you chanting so slowly, enunciating every syllable of
the maha-mantra in the temple room in Muldersdrift, I thought it must
take you a long time to chant. But I had the same experience with your
chanting in Hillbrow and Mumbai. Now when I chant with you, I
experience that although you chant devoutly and attentively, you still
complete your rounds within the right time. Thank you sooo much for



this golden opportunity to chant with you. I try to chant all my rounds
with you and I experience the greatest pleasure. My chanting in some
tiny way has been transformed. I pray I can eternally chant with you and
serve you.
 
I would like to mention one last instructive pastime about your absolute,
unshakeable, and firm faith in the holy names of the Lord which His
Grace Swarup Prabhu related to us on his last trip to Vrindavan. He and
his good wife, Sukumari on their last night in Carpinteria, once went out
on an errand, leaving you chanting in front of your worshipable Lords.
But hardly a few minutes had passed and you asked Swarup Prabhu to
return. When Swarup Prabhu returned, he saw that your face was
swelling and swelling. He did the necessary and soon you returned to
your normal state. All through the experience you continued chanting,
not at all disturbed.
 
In Juhu, also because of your coolness in all distressing situations, Mother
Aditya said you were addressed as “Mr. Cool.” Jaya! Guru Maharaja ki
jaya!
 
Guru Maharaja, I am sincerely indebted to you for giving my most
unqualified self shelter at your steady, secure lotus feet. Your mercy is all
that I am made of. You have kindly and expertly molded me as no one
else could have.
 
When I once told you that I wish I could be a better disciple, you replied,
“Yes, I could do with some better disciples.”
 
Over the years, you have initiated many gemlike devotees. But I aspire to
improve and to be a true representative of your divine, loving grace.
 
Please forgive me for all my offenses.
 
Aspiring to be a servant of the servant,
Your hopeful, grateful servant and errant daughter,
Nama Cintamani dasi



Vrindavan
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Holiness. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to
your love and service unto him.
 
A few days before I left Bombay for your service last year, I met my
mentor at Juhu temple and expressed to him that I was afraid I would
make many mistakes in your service. He told me, “Do you think Maharaja
doesn’t know that one nonsense boy from Bombay is coming to serve
him? He is aware. Just be yourself and try your best to please him.”
 
Earlier, when you were in Bombay in 2014, I was in your personal service
at Juhu for about two weeks, and had just returned home for my academic
commitments. After a few days, you were scheduled to give a talk and I
came to your room hoping to get some service. However, since I was no
longer in your personal service, I was hesitant to enter the servants’
quarter that was located right beside your room. So I just stood outside on
the floor, waiting for one of the servants to engage me. You suddenly
came out of your room, looked at me, understood my hesitance, and told
me, “Narottam, come in, you are a part of the inner circle.”
 
Years later, around 2018-19, I was having a discussion with His Grace
Radha Gopinath Prabhu, and he said, in a different context, “Krishna
has an ‘inner circle’ in the spiritual world that consists of his most trusted
servants.”
 
Guru Maharaja, I am incapable of expressing my gratitude for you
accepting this foolish boy in your service. But it is not wonderful as you
are known to be greatly munificent. And while I know that I am nowhere
near, His Grace Radha Gopinath Prabhu’s words give me hope. I have
faith that by your mercy I shall be able to become your trusted servant



one day and be able to dedicate my life to fulfilling your desires.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhakta Narottam
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna!! Dandavat-pranamas!
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
I take this opportunity to wish our beloved Guru Maharaja a very happy
birthday. Best wishes and prayers for your good health, Maharaja.
 
As a child in school days I had learnt a saying, “A Guru is the light in the
dark, an inspiration and an aspiration,” which I never really understood
in those days but today I can connect with it and I can feel the in-depth
meaning of it and its importance.
 
I was living in darkness until I stumbled by chance upon a book, The
Journey Home, by His Holiness Radhanath Swami, and then what
followed is a series of unbelievable events, one after another. In brief, it
led me to ISKCON where I met my mentor Prema Manjari Mataji who
picked me up, and I don’t know what she saw in me, but she gave me her
association from time to time and guided me, scolded me, encouraged me,
and put me on the path leading to His Holiness Giriraj Maharaja.
 
Hearing about your glories from senior devotees, I was already in awe of
you. But I never thought it would be in my luck ever to meet you. My
mentor’s desire was so strong that she did make an arrangement for me to
meet you. Meeting you from time to time, Maharaja, made me a better
person. My faith was restored every time from just those few moments of



correspondence with you. Whether it was for me or for my son, it gave
me enough encouragement to get serious on my path of spirituality. My
interest in reading books, japa, and devotional service on its own found a
new meaning. My interest in other activities gradually declined on its
own and was being replaced by activities of Krishna consciousness. This
wouldn’t be possible had it not been my mentor’s efforts and your mercy,
Maharaja.
 
I still have a long, long way to go in comparison with your other devotees,
but I am trying, and do carry in my heart a sincere desire to be at your
service and at the service of the devotees, and God willing soon, one day
wish to get initiated by you.
 
Thank you, Maharaja, for your mercy, for your association. Every time I
write to you, I hear back.
 
Thank you for the guidance. Thank you for the wonderful books you’ve
given us.
 
And every time I step into the Juhu Radha-Rasabihari temple, my
heartfelt gratitude to you for giving us this beautiful temple.
 
Hare Krishna.
Bhaktin Neel Kamal Soni
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear respected Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada.
 
Wishing you a very blessed Vyasa-puja!
 
I met you only fifteen days ago, but not a single day goes by without



inspiration from you, via articles, discourses, interviews, emails, messages,
and press releases, etc. I pray to the Lord to enable me to serve you in the
most preferred way. To translate spiritual scientific knowledge into
practical settings, may wisdom be practiced at every level, encapsulated
with purity, integrity, humility, and significant surrender on my part.
 
Pranamas.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Sincerely,
Nitya Radha dasi (Neeta Maheshwary)
Karachi, Pakistan
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations.
 
Please accept my humble prayers unto Srila Prabhupada on the
wonderful occasions of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s appearance day,
Srila Haridasa Thakura’s tirobhava and the eve of Sri Visvarupa
Mahotsava, may Srila Prabhupada shower upon you his greatest affection
and mercy.
 
Dearmost spiritual father, please accept my humble apologies for taking
time to share my offerings. Over the last month almost every day I sat to
write, but strangely I simply failed to express myself. Perhaps since the
last couple of years I’ve witnessed so many miracles that it’s tough to put
these feelings into words.
 
To my parents and well-wishers, it’s nothing less than a miracle that
instead of the career, I choose to be where I am today. Dear spiritual
father, your constant presence and prayers have brought me to this



clarity. I’m fortunate that my Guru Maharaja has been patient and loving
during my testing times and gave me courage, a foundation only a father
cares to give to a daughter.
 
Rupa Gauranga Prabhu and I met only seven weeks before our wedding.
It is nothing less than a miracle to be married to a devotee whom I’ve
come to look up to, just as your representative, for Prabhu cares in a way
you always do. Thank you dearmost spiritual father, purely by your
blessings, we both feel content in our situation.
 
In a 2015 article about grihastha-ashrama you wrote, “Marriage is not
supposed to make you happy. It’s supposed to make you married, and once
you are safely and totally married you have a structure of security and
support from which you can find your own happiness.” And so in our
feeble attempts to follow the instructions, we do our best by helping each
other and in removing hindrances in our devotional practices. Since we
realize we have our realistic needs, so by working as a team for the
pleasure of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga, we hope to make some progress.
 
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura had said that when we come to
Krishna consciousness we become relieved of the burden of enjoyment.
 
Dearmost Guru Maharaja, on the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-
puja, we beg for your instructions as we aspire to follow in your footsteps
and make you proud someday.
 
Dear spiritual father, the unforeseen lockdown has been an eye opener in
many ways. Though realizations are mostly scattered, these opportune
months drew my attention to what we are willing to do for the sake of
things we deeply care about. In the midst of so much change and anxiety,
your grace has enduringly carried on delivering Srila Prabhupada’s
message via social media. Please accept my deep gratitude; the sensitivity
you shower for your disciple’s wellbeing is enriching our lives.
 
Around Kartika Masa in 2018, Shyamangi Radhika Mataji in Pune
arranged so that I could serve sandesh sweets unto His Holiness Bhakti



Charu Swami Maharaja. In a plastic box I laid several freshly made
sandesh’s and handed it over to the personal server of Maharaja at Juhu
temple. By the Vaishnava’s mercy, later on I was told that His Holiness
Bhakti Charu Swami liked the batch of sandesh. I was feeling deeply
satisfied and thanked you and Shyamangi Radhika Mataji for this rare
opportunity. That was the year I practiced my sandesh-making skills so
that when you arrive in Juhu, I may serve you nicely. Feeling encouraged,
I began desiring His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja’s siksa in
the mood of cooking for Their Lordships. A couple of weeks later I was
similarly blessed to serve His Holiness Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata Swami
Maharaja. These experiences were your special Kartika Masa mercy,
Guru Maharaja. And you have wonderful ways to fulfill our desires,
especially desires to serve prasada.
 
Guru Maharaja, during the past few weeks of hearing about His Holiness
Bhakti Charu Swami’s legacy, left me two particularly long lasting
impressions: to keep on improving myself and never to leave ISKCON.
By doing so, somehow I might please you and Srila Prabhupada. And I
hope my understanding aligns as per your instructions.
 
We aspire to serve you soon.
 
Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,
Bhaktin Nivedita Hanra
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
As per tithi, today is your appearance day. I was seeing your birth
calendar, and Saturday, September 13, 1947, in Chicago could be
Caturdasi and Amavasya! And just nine days later, September 22, 1947,
was Radhastami! Your affinity to Srimati Radharani is very intense,
Maharaja.
 



Maharaja, you have been spectacular and wonderful! Whenever I read
Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta, when it comes to the part, “Let There Be a
Temple,” my mind and heart get completely focused on the ISKCON
Juhu Hare Krishna Land fight, which Srila Prabhupada and you faced
against the cheater Nair. The severe trouble that rogue Nair gave you—I
always cry tears seeing that.
 
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja, in his “Abhay Charan”
series, has very nicely depicted this Juhu episode. In the history of
ISKCON, the fiercest fight for the ISKCON community was fought by
you, Giriraj Swami Maharaja, for Srila Prabhupada. I feel overwhelmed
when I think of ISKCON Juhu, and my mind immediately goes to your
rooms, which I saw in 2012.
 
We are eagerly awaiting your book, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu
Story.
 
You have been such an inspiration to us, Maharaja. What can an
insignificant soul like me say about your glories? Your compassion, taste
for the holy name, and love for Srila Prabhupada are beyond our
comprehension.
 
I just wish you a very happy appearance day. Let the upcoming year be a
beautiful, cheerful, and healthy one for you.
 
Also, I seek your blessings.
 
Dasosmi!
 
Your insignificant servant,
Omkar Gopal dasa (RNS)
Pune
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,



 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to our glorious guru-parampara.
 
For your Vyasa-puja, I thought of writing some of my realizations on Sri
Sri Gurvastaka by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura.
 
Like Father, Like Son
 

(1)
samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-

tranya krunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy.
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual
master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing
fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.”
 
Srila Prabhupada is mercy personified. Without discrimination, he has
showered his mercy on all—not only those who had his personal
association—through his books, his disciples, and his temples.
 
I remember a pastime when Srila Prabhupada was manifesting his final
lila in Bombay, a pandit from South India, out of concern and love, met
Srila Prabhupada and said that according to Narada Pancharatra the
reason for Srila Prabhupada’s suffering from bad health was because
devotees were worshipping his deity in the temple even though he was
physically present on this planet. Srila Prabhupada replied that he knew
this, but still was ready to accept the sinful reactions of devotees and
continue suffering for them so that the devotees can chant and perform
devotional services blissfully.
 



Similarly, Guru Maharaja, you also mercifully accept our sinful reactions
and are always ready to help us in our devotional life. You have love and
care not only for your disciples, but you have compassion for all devotees
and all living entities. Visakha Priya Mataji told me that one time you
were sitting in the garden and she and other devotees were sitting some
distance away, opposite to you. You had some work for her, so you called
her.
 
She hurriedly walked over the lawn, but when she came near she could
see you were unhappy with her. Then you explained the reason: while
walking quickly she had hurt the grass and small insects on the way.
Similarly, once, when your car hit a squirrel, you made the driver stop,
and you came back to where the squirrel was and chanted for her. This
reminded me of Bhagavad-gita 5.18—panditah sama-darsinah. Recently I
heard that Srila Prabhupada was sitting in the garden and saw that an
insect was about to die, and he called one of his disciples and asked him
to chant for that insect. You are a true son of Srila Prabhupada, trying to
help every soul to get closer to Krishna. To such a glorious spiritual
master I offer my obeisances.
 

(2)
mahaprabhoh kirtana-nrtya-gita-
vaditra-madyan-manaso rasena

romanca-kampasru-taranga-bhajo
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“Chanting the holy name, dancing in ecstasy, singing, and playing
musical instruments, the spiritual master is always gladdened by the
sankirtana movement of Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Because he is
relishing the mellows of pure devotion within his mind, sometimes his
hair stands on end, he feels quivering in his body, and tears flow from his
eyes like waves. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of
such a spiritual master.”
 
Many people became devotees by hearing Srila Prabhupada’s pure
chanting. He transformed hippies into happies. He sang the maha-mantra



in a single tune that was most melodious. Even George Harrison, the
famous singer and musician, got attracted to Srila Prabhupada’s tune and
purity and surrendered to him. Now there are hundreds of tunes for
singing the maha-mantra, but Guru Maharaja, here too you strictly follow
Srila Prabhupada and never change the tune. You have immense faith in
the holy name. Whoever comes to you with any problem, you ask them to
chant attentively. I heard from a senior godsister that before replying to a
letter about a devotee’s problem, you first chant till you find a solution
for it. You take full shelter of the holy name. Once, Nama Cintamani
Mataji, Nitya-sakhi, I, and others were in room 134, across from your
office at Hare Krishna Land, talking. You opened the door and said, “No
chat, chat, chat—just chant, chant, chant.” You have started Japa Sanga
on Facebook so that devotees get an opportunity to chant together with
you and develop love for the holy name. To such a glorious spiritual
master I offer my obeisances.
 

(3)
sri-vigraharadhana-nitya-nana-

sringara-tan-mandira-marjanadau
yuktasya bhaktams ca niyunjato ’pi
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is always engaged in the temple worship of Sri Sri
Radha and Krishna. He also engages his disciples in such worship. They
dress the Deities in beautiful clothes and ornaments, clean Their temple,
and perform other similar worship of the Lord. I offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.”
 
Srila Prabhupada installed many deities in many countries with opulent
worship so that people get attracted to Their Lordships—and to refute
impersonalism. Srila Prabhupada was very personal with the deities.
Once, when he came to one temple after many days and was taking
darshan of the deities, he remarked to the temple president that it looked
like the deities were not getting enough rest. The devotees were shocked,
as nobody had told him what was happening in the temple. Then the
temple president admitted that they had kept the altar open even after



the usual closing time, because some big donors had come late for
darshan. Once, Siddhartha Prabhu was late to open Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabihari’s altar for syana-arati. You went and told him that timings
should be maintained and that we should not make Their Lordships wait.
Once, you were taking darshan of Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari and a young
boy, not a devotee, came in front of you eagerly to take darshan. One of
your disciples asked him to move aside so you could get a good view. But
you chastised that disciple for disturbing the boy’s darshan. Thereafter,
you would take darshan from the extreme back so that others can see the
Lord without disturbance.
 
It was you who suggested to Srila Prabhupada to install Lalita-sakhi and
Visakha-sakhi next to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. You went through so
many austerities to fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s promise to Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabihari to build Them a temple. To such a glorious spiritual master I
offer my obeisances.
 

(4)
catur-vidha-sri-bhagavat-prasada-

svadv-anna-trptan hari-bhakta-sanghan
krtvaiva trptim bhajatah sadaiva
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is always offering Krishna four kinds of delicious
food [analyzed as that which is licked, chewed, drunk, and sucked]. When
the spiritual master sees that the devotees are satisfied by eating
bhagavat-prasada, he is satisfied. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the
lotus feet of such a spiritual master.”
 
Srila Prabhupada had immense faith in krsna-prasada. I read in Srila
Prabhupada-Lilamrta that he used to buy milk and vegetables in the
market, then cook and serve, and then clean the pots, even the plates on
which the people ate, and then mop the floor. He did all these activities
himself, without help, but still he was blissful. Many people became
devotees because of prasada. He said no visitor should leave the temple
without prasada.



 
Guru Maharaja, I remember the blessed Radhastami of 1998 in
Vrindavan. After the abhiseka you performed arati. Prananath, Sunita
(from Mumbai), and I were standing at Sri Sri Radha-Syamasundara’s
altar, watching you perform the arati. After the arati you started
distributing the prasada. You got pots of prasada one after another and
filled our hands with so much prasada that we were unable to hold it. We
were happy to receive maha-prasada from your divine hands, but more
than us, you were happy to distribute it. It was just not maha-prasada but
maha-maha-prasada, because the maha-prasada was infused with your
love and mercy. You almost came to us eleven times and gave eleven
different items.
 
Rasavasini Mataji said that when she was new in Krishna consciousness,
she and her husband visited Radha-Rasabihari temple on Janmashtami.
They met you, and you spoke with them and told them that they should
honor prasada before leaving the temple. Somehow they did not get
prasada and were leaving. You were busy looking at different
arrangements made for the Janmashtami celebration around the temple
campus. When you saw them leaving, you went to them and asked if they
had had prasada. When you came to know they couldn’t get any, you
personally took them inside and arranged for it. They were very touched
by this gesture, and later they became serious initiated devotees. To such
a glorious spiritual master I offer my obeisances.
 

(5)
sri-radhika-madhavayor apara-

madhurya-lila guna-rupa-namnam
prati-ksanasvadana-lolupasya

vande guroh sri-caranaravindam
 
“The spiritual master is always eager to hear and chant about the
unlimited conjugal pastimes of Radhika and Madhava, and Their
qualities, names, and forms. The spiritual master aspires to relish these at
every moment. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such
a spiritual master.”



 
Srila Prabhupada spoke and wrote many literatures about the importance
of devotion to Radha and Krishna. He himself used to read his books,
saying that it’s Krishna who dictated them and he was just the scribe. He
was always eager to hear about Krishna, which was noted by his spiritual
master. He followed his spiritual master Srila Bhaktisidhhanta Sarasvati
Thakura’s instruction to preach and write books—brhat-mrdanga—
which he continued until his last moment; practically till his last breath
he was dictating purports to Srimad-Bhagavatam.
 
As a wonderful son you follow in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada. He
instructed you to write, and you are writing books one after another. We
are eagerly awaiting your book on the Juhu saga—I’ll Build You a Temple.
 
Devotees say you have a sharp memory like an elephant, for you
remember everything in detail. One who hears nicely can speak nicely.
 
Here I would like to mention that one night you had flown down from
Vrindavan. After you reached Bombay, you met disciples in your office.
We chanted some rounds together, and then you told us beautiful
pastimes of Vrindadevi, Krishna, and His cowherd friends. You narrated
those pastimes as if you could see them happening in the spiritual world.
To such a glorious spiritual master I offer my obeisances.
 

(6)
nikunja-yuno rati-keli-siddhyai
ya yalibhir yuktir apeksaniya

tatrati-daksyad ati-vallabhasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is very dear, because he is expert in assisting the
gopis, who at different times make different tasteful arrangements for the
perfection of Radha and Krishna’s conjugal loving affairs within the
groves of Vrndavana. I offer my most humble obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master.”
 



In the spiritual world the gopis are busy arranging the pastimes of Radha
(the highest devotee) and Krishna to meet in the nikunja. They try to
engage other gopis and manjaris in the service of Radha and Krishna. So,
the spiritual master is expert in getting more and more souls engaged in
the service of the Divine Couple in the material world also.
 
In Srila Prabhupada’s life, we see how relentlessly he preached, against all
odds. Nothing could stop him—heart attacks, poor health, old age, no
help from his godbrothers, no financial support. As a son of such a
glorious father, you also don’t lose an opportunity to preach. For example,
in this pandemic you regularly give lectures on Zoom, Facebook,
YouTube, using these facilities in Krishna’s service. After your cardiac
bypass surgery, when your doctors said you should not travel much, you
took it as an opportunity to follow Srila Prabhupada’s instruction to you
to write. So that devotees can engage in pure devotional service, during
their initiation you take the risk of accepting their sinful reactions. To
such a glorious spiritual master I offer my obeisances.
 

(7)
saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is to be honored as much as the Supreme Lord,
because he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all authorities.
Therefore I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a
spiritual master, who is a bona fide representative of Sri Hari [Krishna].”
 
In all the shastras it is stated that without the worship of guru, all
activities—material or spiritual—are fruitless. For a disciple, the spiritual
master is not only equal to but better than Lord Hari. Krishna first
demands surrender unto Him and then He gives Himself. But a spiritual
master doesn’t demand anything from his disciple—he just keeps giving
and giving his love and mercy. When Srila Prabhupada initially gave



initiation to the New York devotees, he did not demand anything. After
the second or third batch of devotees he initiated, a few disciples
inquired from him whether there were any rules to be followed. Seeing
us, jivas, miserable condition, he reduced the minimum number of rounds
to be chanted daily to sixteen. He made adjustments so we could perform
bhakti-yoga. Guru Maharaja, like Srila Prabhupada, you also
compassionately encourage us in our devotional life. To such a glorious
spiritual master I offer my obeisances.
 

(8)
yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi

dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of
Krishna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any
advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.”
 
Guru Maharaja, having you and Srila Prabhupada in our life has made
our life meaningful. As Srila Prabhupada once said, “I have made you
fortunate.” Your accepting me has made me fortunate. To such a glorious
spiritual master I offer my obeisances three times a day.
 
I am eternally grateful to you, Srila Prabhupada, the previous acharyas,
and all the Vaishnavas for their mercy and association. I beg forgiveness
from all for the offenses committed, knowingly and unknowingly. I beg
one blessing from them, that I eternally remain in the loving shelter of
my dear Guru Maharaja and please him by body, mind, and words. Guru
Maharaja, I have no one other than you. Please, I pray to you that I chant
nicely, serve devotees, and please you.
 
Your unworthy servant,
Prana-priya dasi



India
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus feet.
 
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to our glorious parampara.
 
Hare Krishna, Guru Maharaja. Happy birthday.
 
Today, on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I was
contemplating what I should write. I am really feeling inadequate to
glorify you. How can a conditioned soul like me even know your
unlimited glories?
 
Guru Maharaja, you are compassion personified. If not for you, who could
have saved me? You have mercifully come down to this material world to
take me back to our eternal home. You have taken my karmas of many
lifetimes during initiation so that I can fully surrender to the process of
bhakti. You mercifully take out time to read and reply to the emails. You
started with the Mitra system so that we get association, where we have a
devotee friend to whom we can open our heart, without conservation.
You started streaming live everyday for japa sessions to give us a chance
to associate with you and purify us. You are writing books and giving
lectures for us. You are making your divine self available in every possible
way for my benefit, but because of the anarthas in my heart, I am unable
to fully take advantage of these opportunities.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am trying to follow the process of Krishna
consciousness to my capacity, but I keep stumbling. Sometimes I feel
blissful practicing bhakti, but then there are periods when I struggle, so
please, I beg at your and Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet and to the



Vaishnavas to grant special mercy. I request you to please grant me a drop
of attraction and love you have for chanting the holy name. Durgame
pathi me ’ndhasya skhalat-pada-gater muhuh sva-krpa-yasti-danena santah
santv avalambanam—“My path is very difficult. I am blind, and my feet
are slipping again and again. Therefore, may the saints help me by
granting me the stick of their mercy as my support.”
 
Guru Maharaja, you are a true son of Srila Prabhupada. You carry his
mood coming down from Lord Nityananda. My heart melted when I
heard about an incident from His Holiness Bhakti Brhat Bhagavata
Swami on Mother Arca Vighraha’s disappearance day that how upset you
were when one of your disciples left Krishna consciousness. You were so
unhappy that you didn’t even eat anything and were just praying for the
devotee. While hearing this, I remembered Srila Prabhupada’s reply to
His Holiness Tamal Krishna Maharaja that, “I can never reject any of my
disciples.”
 
Guru Maharaja, I pray to Srila Prabhupada and Krishna-Balaram to bless
you with a long and healthy life, so that you can save many more souls.
 
Aspiring to always remain at your lotus feet.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Prana-priya dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
My dearmost Guru Maharaja and eternal father,
 
Happy birthday, Guru Maharaja.
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances under the dust of your lotus
feet. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. All glories to our beloved
Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 



On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja, I am not
qualified to glorify Your Divine Grace, but I need to thank you for your
mercy and blessings on me, and for accepting me as your disciple, which I
feel very fortunate.
 
Foremost, I would like to thank our beloved Srila Prabhupada for giving
me and my family such a wonderful spiritual master like you, Guru
Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, every time when you speak about your search for a
spiritual master and how you had imagined him, I really like to hear this
because we could feel your desire, focus, and determination to achieve
that goal. And finally, when you reached the destination of finding your
perfect spiritual master, we could feel that joy and happiness that you felt
at that particular moment.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are Srila Prabhupada’s sincere, perfect, and
surrendered soldier, sincerely following Srila Prabhupada’s instructions
(guru-mukha-padma-vakya), i.e., write books, preach and spread the
chanting of the holy name. In every lecture given by you, Guru
Maharaja, your instructions are clear: chant the holy name sincerely and
attentively. Like Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu told Nityananda Prabhu
and Haridasa Thakura to go door to door and tell them to chant the holy
name. And out of the nine processes of devotional service, sravanam and
kirtanam is very important.
 
Guru Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada had such full faith in you that he gave
you the biggest, Bombay project, Hare Krishna Land, to build a temple.
As Srila Prabhupada requested, “Lord Krishna, please sit tight; I will do
everything.”
 
Pancha Dravida Prabhu said, “Practically Giriraj has not left either.” In
reply, Srila Prabhupada said, “Yes, he has not trembled in any
circumstance. That is his qualification. That nasty place, mosquitoes and
so many rats. You also lived there. No gentleman can live.”
 



Guru Maharaja, it is not easy to be engaged in any service at Sri Sri
Radha-Rasabihari temple. But each and every day, my mother and I
thank you as only by your mercy and blessings are we getting the service
of making garlands in the temple. We always remember Srila Prabhupada
saying, “Giriraj is Bombay, and Bombay is Giriraj.”
 
Guru Maharaja, I still remember my first interaction with you at Radha-
Gopinath temple. It was Lord Balaram’s appearance day and also Raksha
Bandhan. I was at my in-law’s place and came to my mother’s place to tie
Rakhi for Prannath and Premanand. That was just an excuse. Prannath
told us that we have to go to the Radha-Gopinath temple as His Holiness
Giriraj Swami Maharaja is coming there as a guest to give a lecture. At
that time, we were aspiring from you, Guru Maharaja. It was so crowded
that it was next to impossible to meet you, Guru Maharaja. But, as soon as
your lecture was over, it was the Lord’s arrangement that Prannath
somehow managed to meet you, Guru Maharaja, near the staircase. At
that time you so lovingly listened to my problems, and as I told you that
my father-in-law was blaming me for his finger being cut, Guru Maharaja,
your wonderful reply saved me, and I could stay alive. “It was his hands
that were supposed to get cut, but because of your bhakti only his fingers
got cut.” Guru Maharaja, I can never forget this, and Guru Maharaja,
your instruction to me was to stop eating non vegetarian food, which I
did. And you asked Prannath, “Can she meet me tomorrow?”
 
Guru Maharaja, your love and concern for me gave me strength to live
strongly and helped me to make the right decision. Guru Maharaja, you
are my savior.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for accepting my family under the dust of
Your Divine Grace’s lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, without you, my life is incomplete. Bless this fallen soul
with your mercy and blessings to advance in my devotional service and
imbibe the mood of servant of the servant of the servant. Guru Maharaja,
thanks for being with me always.
 



Also, please accept my humble obeisances under the dust of your divine
lotus feet on behalf of my mother Kulapriya dasi.
 
Missing you a lot and waiting to see Your Divine Grace soon in Mumbai.
 
Always praying for your good health to be in service to Srila
Prabhupada’s lotus feet.
 
Your insignificant daughter,
Prema-lila dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
All glories to Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra. All glories to Sri Sri
Gaura-Nitai. All glories to Giri Govardhana. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Guru Maharaja.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on the occasion of
your most auspicious Vyasa-puja day. I also offer my humble obeisances to
all your godbrothers and godsisters who dedicated their lives in their
prime youth to fulfill the mission of Srila Prabhupada. Vancha-
kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca patitanam pavanebhyo
vaisnavebhyo namo namah.
 



“I offer my respectful obeisances unto all the Vaishnava devotees of the
Lord. They are just like desire trees who can fulfill the desires of
everyone for they are full of compassion for the fallen conditioned souls.”
 
Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lila (1.45) states:
 

guru krsna-rupa hana sastrera pramane
guru-rupe krsna krpa karena bhakta-gane

 
“According to the deliberate opinion of all revealed scriptures, the
spiritual master is nondifferent from Krishna. Lord Krishna in the form
of the spiritual master delivers His devotees.”
 
Srila Prabhupada writes in the purport to this verse:
 
“The relationship of a disciple with his spiritual master is as good as his
relationship with the Supreme Lord. A spiritual master always represents
himself as the humblest servitor of the humblest servitor of the
Personality of Godhead, but the disciple must look upon him as the
manifested representation of Godhead.”
 
If we do not see the spiritual master as described in this verse, we will
consider him to be an ordinary conditioned soul, and become envious of
him. Thus our chance to develop pure love of God will be baffled.
 
In the opinion of many people, due to lack of knowledge, understanding,
and purity, there is only one pure devotee within ISKCON and that is
Srila Prabhupada. Without any doubt Srila Prabhupada is not only a pure
devotee but an eternal associate of the Lord. Lord Krishna sent him on
earth so that he can make pure devotees.
 
Such mentality that only Srila Prabhupada is a pure devotee within
ISKCON is very offensive toward Srila Prabhupada. In other words, they
are saying that Srila Prabhupada failed in his mission. These people are
saying Srila Prabhupada is not sufficiently pure to make pure devotees.
 



But the fact is that Srila Prabhupada has made so many pure devotees,
and one of them is our dear spiritual master, His Divine Grace Giriraj
Swami Maharaja.
 

sastra-yuktye sunipuna, drdha-sraddha yanra
‘uttama-adhikari’ sei taraye samsara

 
“One who is expert in logic, argument and the revealed scriptures and
who has firm faith in Krishna is classified as a topmost devotee. He can
deliver the whole world.” (Cc Madhya 22.65)
 
Srila Prabhupada writes, “[A]n uttama-adhikari Vaisnava can be
recognized by his ability to convert many fallen souls to Vaisnavism.”
(NOI 5 purport)
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the shining example of such an uttama-adhikari
Vaishnava who has converted so many fallen souls to Vaishnavism
around the world.
 
The spiritual master is never interested in hearing his own glories or
wanting to be served. But he is so merciful that he accepts glorification
and service for our purification. The guru accepts service from the
disciples as a service to the guru-parampara for the benefit of the
disciples. The spiritual master is self-satisfied due to his full absorption in
Krishna.
 
In the Eighth Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the power of service to the
spiritual master is described. By serving and pleasing the spiritual master,
even those who were demons became successful. And the demigods had
to suffer defeat and humiliation due to being offensive to their spiritual
master. Success in spiritual life depends on how much the spiritual master
is satisfied by the disciple.
 
The duty of the disciple is to look after the guru’s happiness because the
disciple’s happiness lies in the spiritual master’s happiness. The guru is
pleased when he sees that the disciple is progressing in spiritual life and



developing taste for chanting the holy name.
 
Guru Maharaja, to be able to satisfy a pure devotee is not in the capacity
of a conditioned soul like me. You can be pleased only by your own
mercy.
 
I pray to you to bless me so that I can practice my spiritual life with more
sincerity and seriousness. I wish that there is nothing other than Krishna
consciousness in my life.
 
I understand that our relationship with the spiritual master deepens by:
 
1. Our sincerity in sadhana
2. Our eagerness to serve Krishna and His devotees
3. Our pushing the mission of Srila Prabhupada.
 
These instructions of the spiritual master may appear to be general
instructions. Sometimes we may seek a specific instruction from the
spiritual master, but a general instruction becomes a personal and specific
instruction for a sincere disciple.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am not begging for specific instruction, but just bless
me so that I can become more sincere and serious in my spiritual practice
and follow your instructions with determination.
 
You overlooked my disqualifications and accepted me as your disciple. I
am eternally grateful to you. For an uttama-adhikari Vaishnava like you it
is not at all difficult to transform the consciousness of a lowly
conditioned soul like me.
 
I beg you to grant me taste for chanting the holy name, hearing Srimad-
Bhagavatam, serving the devotees, and engaging in propagating Krishna
consciousness, so that I can keep myself alive in Krishna consciousness.
And I also beg you to give me the courage and humility to beg for
forgiveness from anyone who felt offended by me.
 



Please forgive me for the offenses I have committed.
 
Your servant,
Premananda dasa
Dubai

 
* * *

 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to you and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to
give you my best wishes, and wish you a very Happy and Healthy and
Holy life ahead.
 
Guru Maharaja, I have been thinking so hard of how I could glorify you,
as you are an ocean of good qualities, and once I dive into this ocean, I
don’t know where to begin and where to end, because it seems to be very
deep.
 
However, for my purification, I would just take a dip from the surface of
the ocean and sprinkle a few drops around, as my expression of love.
 
Guru Maharaja, the best of all your qualities that I admire is your faith in
Srila Prabhupada. Every talk that you give, every action that you take,
any decision you make, every thought that you have, is aligned with Srila
Prabhupada’s moods.
 
I hope to also have a drop of that faith in Srila Prabhupada and in Your
Holiness which is the key to all success in spiritual life.
 
Guru Maharaja, when I come closer, I see how you spend your time,
always chanting the holy names, always preaching Krishna consciousness,
always speaking to your Godbrothers on Krishna’s topics; you leave not a



single moment in vain, without connection to Krishna consciousness. I
wonder how many more births it would take for me to be so attached to
Krishna.
 
But then, I console myself with the thought that anyway, if I stay in close
contact with you, I will anyway inherit it from you, as a child inherits
from the father, if the child sincerely stays with the father.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the most compassionate, softhearted, super-
sensitive, and most personal spiritual father. You are a perfectionist in
the way you sit, the way you eat, the way you chant, the way you write
your books, the way you think . . . Guru Maharaja, if at all I think of your
qualities, automatically I feel a transformation of my heart. And just by
your thoughts, if at all I want to be hardhearted, I fail, and if I use harsh
words, I regret being so harsh, and if I behave impersonal, I try to make
sure that I don’t repeat that again. Your thoughts in my consciousness
acts as a touchstone to purify my body, mind, and soul.
 
Guru Maharaj, I like the way you correct me when I do something wrong.
Instead of telling me where I went wrong, you will give me the time to
think where I went wrong, from within my heart. In that way, when we
ourselves realize our mistake, we never repeat it again.
 
I’m grateful to you for giving me such a wonderful devotee family, my
wonderful godsisters, Kuntidevi Prabhu, Mother Nama, Visakha Priya
Mataji, Siddhi Lalasa Mataji, who have always inspired me to serve you
like they do. Then I have more sisters like Hari Priya, Sita Thakurani,
Sridevi, Radha Pada Dhuli, with whom I can talk freely and even fight at
times as that is also required in relationships. Then I have such wonderful
children, and more extended family children like Bahar, Nivedita,
Prerna, Abhinav, and many more youth, who are always looking upon me
as their mother, and I feel so happy to enliven them. I always wanted to
have a big family, Guru Maharaja, and you have provided me with
everything I could ask for.
 
Guru Maharaja, all that I have learned in Krishna consciousness is just



because of Srila Prabhupada’s arrangement to let me have your
association as my spiritual master and His Holiness Bhakti Charu
Maharaja as my siksa-guru. Guru Maharaja, you wanted me to learn to
serve you in separation too, so you kindly engaged me to serve Her Grace
Yamuna Mataji who shared her moods of serving Srila Prabhupada in
separation.
 
Although I still hanker to serve you personally always, I would never fail
to serve you otherwise. Because I have understood that my guru is not
restricted by bodily designations. He is eternal and his service is eternal.
His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja, my dearest siksa-guru, made sure I
learned this lesson too by leaving me here alone and living the rest of my
life in remembrance of him.
 
Guru Maharaj, I miss him a lot, but I’m trying to learn to feel his presence
in my heart, even in his physical absence. Once he had told me, “Prema
Manjari, even if I am not able to see you when I come to Bombay, or I’m
not able to speak to you over the phone, please remember, you are always
in my heart.”
 
Guru Maharaja, I only pray that I can continue to serve you sincerely all
my life in this material world and eternally thereafter, in the spiritual
world. I don’t have the courage to take another birth; I’ve had enough of
it all, and I also want to have eternal service to you, without any
separation.
 
Thank you for being my Guru Maharaja.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your indebted servant,
Prema Manjari dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 



Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your divine lotus feet.
 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you.
 
I am writing this to you with a satisfied, happy heart, after a wonderful
Janmashtami and Srila Prabhupada Vyasa-puja.
 
Even though I am genuinely unqualified and sadly full of anarthas, it is
only because of the causeless, never-ending mercy that you and Srila
Prabhupada bestow upon me, that I am able to render a little service to
the Lord. My heart is full of gratitude that you somehow accept me in
spite of my flaws.
 
Guru Maharaja, there is a wonderful, sweet, old watchman devotee who
sits on the first floor in our ISKCON Juhu temple, close to Sridhar
Maharaja’s memorial. He is one of my many siksa-gurus. I once told him
that I am deeply embarrassed because Guru Maharaja showed ten times
more enthusiasm and eagerness than I did. (This was in relation to one
correspondence with you). And he replied instinctively, “Of course, that
will be the case. Guru Maharaja is Krishna Himself. And haven’t you
heard the quote that says if you take one step towards Krishna, he takes
ten steps towards you.” Somehow, at that moment, I had a vivid
realization that yes, that’s right, you are Krishna’s representative.
Generally, we can’t see the Lord with our material eyes. We have to be
qualified to be able to see Him. But due to Srila Prabhupada’s and your
untiring efforts in building the temple for Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, we
can see Their Lordships and be purified.
 
I am eternally grateful to Srila Prabhupada for everything he has given
us, and until now, I always felt that the best gift Srila Prabhupada gave us
is Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. But today, on Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa-puja,
I thank him wholeheartedly for giving us you. You are the best gift that
Srila Prabhupada left for us. You are our very own walking, talking,
smiling Krishna. And I am very, very fortunate to have you in my life.



 
In your Vyasa-puja offering to Srila Prabhupada, I read a wonderful line
where Srila Prabhupada says, “No—I cannot reject anyone.” I beg and
hope that this is true for me too. I hope and pray that you and Srila
Prabhupada never reject me. And that you bless me and empower me to
be your sincere obedient servant.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Aspiring to be your eternal servant and daughter,
Bhaktin Priyadarshini
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna kind and merciful Master!
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your holy feet! All
glories to Srila Prabhupada! Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga Jayate!
 
O Guru Maharaja! Your glories are unlimited . . .
 
You are the most compassionate, your care—beyond compare
Your love and affection relieves us of our despair
Your magnanimity, your love, your moonlike smile
Fills everyone’s heart with so much warmth, makes our life worthwhile
 
To Srila Prabhupada, your intense love, faith, and devotion always
remain
Your guidance, your transcendental instructions, and your hari-katha on
Zoom calls—keeps us sane
 
You are my savior, you are the treasure of my heart, and you are my
lifeline—without your love and benevolence, all my spiritual efforts will
be in vain
 



On this auspicious day of Sri Vyasa-puja, I pray that you will always
engage me in your devotional service so that I may thereby remain
eternally in your association . . . I beg and pray that I remain at your lotus
feet forever . . .
 
With my leash in your hands,
Your insignificant puppy dog,
Priya Gopika dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet on
the most auspicious occasion of your appearance day. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Lord Ananta Sesa could not expound the glories of the Lord with His
unlimited mouths and divine qualities. I have neither the intelligence
nor the capacity to expound your numerous glories.
 
You are an ocean of mercy and most compassionate. In recent times, I
have been filled with a sense of dread that I have not rendered any
devotional service at the lotus feet of Their Lordships and unto you. I do
not know if what I am doing is right, but I wanted to know if there was
any hope whatsoever of me being initiated in this lifetime. I am truly
sorry if I have committed any offense by asking thus and beg for your
forgiveness. I am but a mudha and unaware of ways and means and
protocol to be followed while addressing exalted personalities such as you.
 
Begging for mercy, Aspiring to be eligible to render service,
Your most lowly servant,
Priya Joshi
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates
 



* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisance at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to you, Guru Maharaja.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, please accept my best wishes on this auspicious
Vyasa-puja day. May Krishna bless you with lots of mercy and good
health. May Lord Nrsimhadeva protect you always.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day, I would like to thank you for
being my spiritual master, for accepting me. Gurudeva, you are an ocean
of mercy, you are an inspiration for me whenever I hear from you, also
from other devotees. I feel so guilty because if I can do only 1 percent of
what you have done for Radha-Rasabihari’ji and for Srila Prabhupada, I
will feel blessed.
 
Gurudeva, whenever I see your beautiful smile each day, I forget all my
worries. I don’t know what happens, but yes, I feel blessed to have you in
my life. I feel, “Yes, my Guru Maharaja is there with me.”
 
Guru Maharaja, one of the most beautiful qualities is your humility, your
loving and caring nature, your love for Radha-Rasabihari’ji, your love for
Srila Prabhupada, your godbrothers, and the way you are taking on so
many hardships by giving so many beautiful lectures, back to back,
listening to each and every devotee so patiently, and giving such
beautiful answers although you look so tired so many times. This is an
inspiration for every one of us.
 
Guru Maharaja, please forgive me as I’m not a very good writer. I cannot
write beautifully like others, but this is a small offering I want to offer you
at your lotus feet. Please accept it.
 
Please bless me so that I can serve Radha and Krishna, Srila Prabhupada,
and my Guru Maharaja with lots of love and selfless attitude.



 
Always want to be at your lotus feet.
 
Your servant,
Priyamanjari devi dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to you, Srila Gurudeva.
 
On this Vyasa-puja day, I want to thank you for being in my life and
guiding me through your talks and even your chanting with us every day.
Just as father guides her daughter and shows her the right path, you,
being my spiritual father, gave me instructions to look after my family,
which I’m trying to follow, and my family is respecting me for what I’m
doing, Though some may consider it a very simple instruction, you
understood my feelings about my family and taught me how to take care
of family while remaining in Krishna consciousness, though it’s not easy,
but your instruction is a guiding force behind me and helping me to
follow.
 
Guru Maharaja, I want to thank you with all my heart for coming to my
house and blessing us, though it was so late. You must have been tired,
but still you came and blessed my house. I will always be obliged for that.
Gurudeva, I couldn’t serve you properly at that time, but I’m really
looking forward to welcoming you in my house and serving you with all
my heart.
 
Guru Maharaja, when I came to the US you allowed me and my family to
visit your ashram, which was a dream come true—to meet you personally
after a long time. It was the best day in my whole trip, and I will always be
thankful to you.



 
Guru Maharaja, your simplicity, your loving and caring nature, and your
smile have always inspired and encouraged me, though I’m only a simple
housewife, just taking care of my family. But you taught me how I can go
to Krishna without disturbing my family.
 
Guru Maharaja, a few days back I was doing Srimad-Bhagavatam class
with Siddhi-lalasa Mataji, and we were on the Fourth Canto, and in
Chapter Nine, when Mataji started reading verse 11, I don’t know why,
but tears were flowing from my eyes, because your face came in front of
me as if I wanted to say this prayer for you. For Dhruva Maharaja it was
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but for me, you were there,
Gurudeva, and with your permission, I want to offer that prayer to you:
 

bhaktim muhuh pravahatam tvayi me prasango
bhuyad ananta mahatam amalasayanam

yenanjasolbanam uru-vyasanam bhavabdhim
nesye bhavad-guna-kathamrta-pana-mattah

 
“Dhruva Maharaja continued: O unlimited Lord, kindly bless me so that I
may associate with great devotees who engage in your transcendental
loving service constantly, as the waves of the river constantly flow. Such
transcendental devotees are completely situated in an uncontaminated
state of life. By the process of devotional service I shall surely be able to
cross the nescient ocean of material existence, which is filled with the
waves of blazing fire-like dangers. It will be very easy for me, for I am
becoming mad to hear about your transcendental qualities and pastimes,
which are eternally existent.”
 
Please bless me, Guru Maharaja, so that I can serve you wholeheartedly
and eternally, and serve Radha and Krishna and Srila Prabhupada
eternally.
 
Please accept me at your lotus feet.
 
Radhe Radhe.



 
Your eternal servant,
Priya-manjari devi dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Our most beloved Gurudeva,
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine
transcendental lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to
Your Divine Loving Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, by your divine causeless mercy, you have initiated us
into the parampara system in Sri Vrindavan dhama. Your Divine Grace
made all arrangements for us to come to Vrindavan. In spite of your busy
schedule, you always took care of all our needs. After that, Your Divine
Grace engaged us in Srila Prabhupada’s service in his quarters, and gave
us personal guidance there. We are eternally indebted to Your Divine
Grace, Guru Maharaja.
 
On our request, Your Divine Grace came to our native place Mulki near
Udupi. Even though we could not give you good facilities, you were very
pleased with our small offerings. You were the first to come to our place
to preach Krishna consciousness. You said Mulki is like Mayapur with
paddy fields, coconut trees, and river. By your divine mercy, you
encouraged us in Srila Prabhupada’s preaching mission. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja. We hope and pray that all those days come again.
 
Later, Your Divine Grace, by your divine compassion, initiated my
mother, brother, sister, and brother-in-law. Thank you, Guru Maharaja,
for your divine mercy on us.
 
Later, when Your Divine Grace visited Mumbai, Your Divine Grace
initiated my nephew Ajay Gauranga dasa and engaged him in Srila
Prabhupada’s service.



 
When Your Divine Grace visited Mayapur dhama, you engaged my other
nephew Bhakta Sujith in Srila Prabhupada’s service. He got very inspired
by Your Divine Grace and wanted to take initiation from Your Divine
Grace.
 
Your Divine Grace also took care of my niece Dayarupa and arranged for
her marriage.
 
Your Divine Grace took care of the whole family with so much love.
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for all your divine love and care.
 
It is said that our devotional service depends 90 percent on our chanting.
Guru Maharaja, through your Japa Sanga, you are encouraging everyone
to improve their quality of japa.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for all the mercy you are showering on us.
 
On this auspicious day of your divine appearance, please bless all of us to
become more and more sincere and dedicate our life to serve Srila
Prabhupada’s mission.
 
All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to my godsisters and godbrothers.
Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya!
 
Yours loving eternal children,
Radhesh dasa, Jayashri Devi dasi, Gaurangi Devi dasi, Vrajasundari devi
dasi, and family
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
My dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances, my head prostrated at the dust



of your lotus feet. All glories to Your Holiness. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada, our eternal savior.
 
In the March of 2015, when you were leaving Mumbai at the end of your
2014/15 visit, you blessed me in a special way, which will always stay in my
heart:
 
We had all gathered in Srila Prabhupada’s quarters to see you off. You
performed a second initiation ceremony for a few fortunate devotees.
After a while, when you were about to leave and go towards the lift,
everyone else quickly moved aside and made some space. I, being the silly
me, didn’t understand which way to rush, so I climbed up two or three
steps on the staircase that goes up between the door of Prabhupada’s
quarters and the lift. Little did I know that you had left your footwear
right there, on one of the steps of this staircase. And so, you happened to
first turn in that direction only while leaving, and right in front of you
there I was, standing all alone in the light of your divine effulgence.
 
At a glance, you instantly became aware of my embarrassment. With your
mesmerizing, Jagannath-wide smile, you said to me, “Hare Krishna,
Radhika. How are you?” I had in my hand a card that I had made for you
with a Prabhupada picture on it and some lines from the bhajan, Ohe
Vaisnava Thakura. I offered that as your departure gift which you kindly
accepted and appreciated. And then, what really captured my heart was
that, in return, you offered to me a bunch of roses tied together. This is
the bunch that is usually offered in the hands of the Srila Prabhupada
deity at the temple. At that moment, my young self did not realize it, but
I later had this deep feeling that you actually passed on Srila
Prabhupada’s blessings to me. That moment in my life was symbolic that
knowing and having Srila Prabhupada is only through your kind mercy,
O dear spiritual master of mine.
 
In such special and subtle gestures, you deeply touch the lives of so many
souls, dear Gurudeva. Giving great hope to the most insignificant and
undeserving fallen souls like me is the biggest benediction that you have
given, irrespective of my incapability to offer anything in return. It is



only for such moonlike pure devotees of the Lord that the sun finds
reason to continue to bless this planet with its life giving rays. We survive
because of your presence, dear Gurudeva. Without you, we will be
finished, within a fraction of a second.
 
All glories to Your Holiness. Guru Maharaja ki jaya!
 
Your fallen soul,
Bhaktin Radhika Jajodia
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Most merciful Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabhihari, your eternal shelter. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Wishing you many, many happy returns of the day.
 
With your divine blessings received during our meeting in Sri Vrindavan
dhama a few years back, gave me immense hope and strength to start a
new chapter of preaching in my life.
 
By your causeless mercy, I gained unflinching faith in preaching in new
territories in Andhra Pradesh.
 
Guru Maharaja, I was fortunate to coordinate with ISKCON
Rajamundary during Godavari Kumbha-mela 2015, and also organized a
state-wide contest based on Srila Prabhupada’s biography two years
simultaneously. Around fifteen thousand students and working people
participated. I had many fond memories and gained the confidence to
organize in new territories in the future.
 
Now, we are focussing on conducting such wonderful programs, but due



to COVID-19 pandemic, our plans are slowed, but never stopped. As
cities are facing the crisis, we continue to focus on countryside preaching
(our plan is to propagate to villages where the pandemic is very less
affected). Sriman Vishnu Swami Prabhuji, a senior grhastha disciple of
Bhakti Vikas Swami Maharaj, started the ISKCON Telangana padayatra.
He covered all major cities and villages over an eight year period. With
Sriman Vishnu Swami Prabhuji’s support and experience and with the
blessings of Bhakti Vikas Swami Maharaja, we have begun travelling
around Telangana with a small team of brahmacharis over a year.
 
With your blessings, we celebrated Sri Krishna Janmasthami celebrations
successfully at Dantalapalli, a rural area. To begin with, in spite of the
pandemic effect, we set our targets to distribute eighteen sets of Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta, fifty-four sets of Srimad-Bhagavatam, one thousand
and eight Sri Bhagavad-gitas to the students, and over one thousand and
eight japa-malas to youth groups and elderly people in Telangana state by
Sri Gaura Purnima 2021. Please bless us that we become successful in our
efforts.
 
I am fortunate that you have accepted me as your servant. Please bless me
so that I can be of some help and assistance to our dear godbrothers in
Pakistan also.
 
Thanks for your wonderful association on FaceBook.
 
Begging for your mercy,
Dasanudasa, Your unqualified beggar,
Raghava Goswami dasa
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



 
Guru Maharaja, although since last year I experienced some difficulties,
your encouraging instructions and guidance and your wonderful
association every day helps me to overcome my anxiety very easily, and
you bring me closer to Krishna. We are so fortunate that we can chant
with you every day and can take darshan of your moonlike face.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are one of the strong pillars to bring the legacy of
Prabhupada to all of us.
 
Guru Maharaja, this pandemic was like a boon for us as you give so much
of your association and enlighten us and give spiritual strength to all of
us.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the Arjuna of Srila Prabhupada. Please make me
your little servant in your army. Give me strength so that I can serve you
at my best.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for giving us such a wonderful temple of Sri
Sri Radha-Rasabihari’ji. Because of this temple, our spiritual journey
started.
 
Guru Maharaja, even though you are not personally in Mumbai, still I
feel your presence, through your teachings and instructions. You are so
concerned about the spiritual growth of all your disciples. That’s why you
arrange so many senior Vaishnavas to help us.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are so personal and loving to all your disciples. You
are an ocean of humility and mercy. You are so generous, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, thank you for arranging japa retreats from time to time.
Because of this, I came to know how to chant.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for engaging us in your service from time to
time. My humble request to you, Guru Maharaja, please keep engaging
me in your service always. That is the only source of my happiness.



 
Always in your service,
Your insignificant servant,
Raseswar dasa
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the Lotus feet.
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Thanking you for Hare Krishna Land, and also remembering all the
struggle you went through to get this land, as the process was very
difficult, and yet you did not lose hope.
 
As Srila Pabhupada had given a tag of being “simple” to you, Guru
Maharaja, your simplicity is what keeps me inspired and connected.
 
I wanted to say that every day I am trying to get myself better so that I
become more sincere in Krishna consciousness and serve you
wholeheartedly.
 
This is the fourth time I am attending the very auspicious Vyasa-puja of
Guru Maharaja, and I am very blessed that I got this opportunity.
 
Please bless me, Maharaja, so that I develop your mood of at least one
percent, and give my best to serve devotedly.
 
Hare Krishna,
Sakshi Mishra
Mumbai
 

* * *



 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Dandavat-pranamas. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you,
Guru Maharaja.
 
First, I would like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to write a
Vyasa-puja offering for you, Guru Maharaja. Thank you very much.
 
The first time I interacted with His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja, in
my heart I felt as if Lord Sri Krishna had shown me my spiritual master.
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for accepting me as your disciple.
 
One of the pastimes I can remember is that when Maharaja’s father came
to Srila Prabhupada to trade his son for one million dollars, Maharaja
went to Prabhupada and requested him to take that one million dollars
for use in his mission, and also allow him to stay and serve the mission.
This shows his commitment to his guru. I pray that I may also seek the
same commitment in my spiritual journey.
 
Coming from a wealthy background, Maharaja was comfortable to sleep
on a stack of cement bags during the construction phase of the Juhu
temple. During that period, there were a lot of thieves who used to steal
construction materials. In order to protect those cement stacks from
being stolen, he personally used to monitor day and night to ensure that
the construction schedule is not impacted. I wish and pray to get that
courage to face the difficulties and be alert to maya that can interfere
with my spiritual life anytime.
 
In my native town Proddatur, Andhra Pradesh, India, many people who
are like me have heard about the strong commitment of Maharaja to Srila
Prabhupada’s mission from the Srila Prabhupada-Lilamrta book. In one of
Maharaja’s lectures, which was translated into Telugu, I heard a story of a
devotee couple who were very attached to their child. Because of this
attachment they decided to buy a cellphone for their teenage daughter as
a birthday gift. As the family always led a simple life they thought this



cellphone will make a good gift for their daughter. One day they found
their daughter missing, only to find that she left voluntarily to be with a
boy. Her parents never knew that their daughter used this same
cellphone to connect to the boy and planned to run away. Hence, one
should be very careful of what kind of gifts we are giving to our children.
Whether one is a devotee or nondevotee, everyone has to face maya. If
her parents had given her some other gifts that could have been used for
the purpose of serving the Lord, they would not have had to go through
this difficult situation. Being a mother and grandmother, now I am able
to reflect on the importance of teaching children about Krishna
consciousness.
 
In the same lecture, I also heard about the importance of having good
relationships with people around us, no matter whether they are devotees
or nondevotees. The way we deal with devotees, we should also interact
with nondevotees. In this way we will be helpful to everyone and receive
the same reciprocation.
 
After initiation from Guru Maharaja, by his mercy, from April 1st, 2020,
I have been able to read and record Srila Prabhupada’s books in the
Telugu language for the benefit of people, who cannot read or do not
have enough time to read books. So far, I have audio recorded Bhagavad-
gita As It Is, Srimad-Bhagavatam First Canto, Science of Self-Realization
in the Telugu language. I feel as if these recordings are being directly
guided by Lord Sri Krishna Himself through the mercy of Srila
Prabhupada and you, Guru Maharaja. I believe that people who read
scriptures regularly get liberated from material bondage and get
transcendental happiness. Also the same has been said about people who
hear scriptures regularly. I am very grateful that I am able to read every
day, and record Srila Prabhupada’s books, and provide such facility to
others who can hear these scriptures.
 
Guru Maharaja, I would like to pray for your mercy so that I can continue
to serve this mission and finish this material business in this life itself.
 
Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja.



 
Your servant,
Sevanandi dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
Hare Krishna dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Please accept my offering on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja.
 
It has been exactly one year when Krishna revealed to me that you are
my spiritual master. Since then, I have embarked on the most beautiful
journey of bhakti. I had the impression that I would never have any
personal and close relationship with you if I surrender to you as my
spiritual master. But the desire to serve you and to be under your shelter
was stronger than these concerns. Therefore, instead of evaluating the
pros and cons, I surrendered to you. And to my complete and utter
satisfaction, I found everything I wanted in the shelter of your lotus feet.
 
I never thought that I would be able to chant with you, but due to your
mercy, I could.
I never thought that I would be able to write to you, but due to your
mercy, I could.
I never thought that I would receive a response from you, saying, “I
accept you,” but due to your immense causeless mercy, I did.
 
When I revealed my deepest weaknesses and anarthas to you, and you
replied, “I forgive you,” I felt my entire baggage shed off from my mind.
You accepted the most fallen soul like this. You gave me hope that if I
prayed and followed your instructions submissively, I could also become a
valuable soldier for Srila Prabhupada’s mission.



 
Thank you so much for being so merciful to me, Gurudeva. Thank you
for replying to my childlike letters and queries. I am extremely sorry that
I don’t chant my rounds attentively and cause so many offenses. I am
trying to learn, but I am very slow in making progress in Krishna
consciousness. I hope to become a devotee that can be an instrument of
your divine will. I pray to you and Krishna to take away the impurities of
my heart so that I can seat Krishna there.
 
I also pray to Krishna to keep you well in health, and to let us all have
your association for a long, long time. I wish that I become a first-class
disciple, and see your presence and blessings in everything that I get in
life so that I can be prayerful to you forever.
 
Thank you for everything, Gurudeva.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Shantal
Indore
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I came across this verse from the fourth canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam, the
story of Dhruva Maharaja:
 

naradas tad upakarnya
jnatva tasya cikirsitam

sprstva murdhany agha-ghena
panina praha vismitah

 
“The great sage Narada overheard this news, and understanding all the
activities of Dhruva Maharaja, he was struck with wonder. He
approached Dhruva, and touching the boy’s head with his all-virtuous
hand, he spoke as follows.”
 
Srila Prabhupada explains in the purport:
 
“Therefore, after understanding the strong determination of Dhruva
Maharaja, Narada came to help him. It may be explained in this way: The
Supreme Personality of Godhead is present in everyone’s heart, and as
soon as He understands that a living entity is serious about entering
devotional service, He sends His representative. In this way Narada was
sent to Dhruva Maharaja. This is explained in the Caitanya-caritamrta.
Guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija (Cc Madhya-lila 19.151): by the
grace of the spiritual master and Krishna, one can enter into devotional
service. Because of Dhruva Maharaja’s determination, Krishna, the
Supersoul, immediately sent His representative, Narada, to initiate him.”
 
This verse came to me at a time when I was terribly shaken, because of
witnessing close ones leave the body for the next life. I was thinking,
“What would be my destination when I leave the body? I am so tiny; how
will I succeed in traversing the great ocean of birth and death—an ocean
that many, many great yogis have been incapable of traversing?”
 
I remember hearing this same verse so many years ago when I first joined



the movement. It is a verse that was of the greatest import then, and now,
after an entire lifetime, this verse has become a lifeline. Dhruva was a
child but determined.
 
I am the same, like Dhruva—a small child. Guru Maharaja, it is not by
chance that we have met. Just like a father and mother are sent to take
care of a child, similarly, the spiritual master is also sent. But how do I
know what is the stock of my karma? There are so many weaknesses in
me. To become Krsna conscious is not at all easy.
 

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gati kuto ’pi

dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri caranaravindam

 
“By the mercy of the spiritual master, one receives the benediction of
Krishna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any
advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.”
 
Now, at this last stage of life, I wish to give up all independent desires and
simply surrender to your lotus feet, and come back to you. Nama Prabhu
told me of one dream she had a few days ago, which illustrates my mind.
She said she dreamt of Your Divine Grace and the two of us—Nama and
I—entering the temple in Vrindavan. Somehow the pujari’s son who was
supposed to do the puja was missing, and the pujari was frantically
looking for him for the service. I came forward and requested to be
considered for the service.
 
Your lowly servant,
Siddhi-lalasa dasi
Mumbai
 
 

* * *



Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your
auspicious appearance day.
 
On this auspicious day, I pay repeated obeisances at your lotus feet. I pay
my obeisances to your moonlike face. And I pay my obeisances to your
radiant smile that spreads rays of life far and wide.
 
I admire you for your brahma-bhutah prasannatma . . . I have always seen
you stable, composed, and very much in control of your words. I always
try to remember this mood of yours in my adverse and provoking
situations. Millions of obeisances to your exemplary Krishna
consciousness!
 
I admire you for vyayasatimika buddhih . . . I see you focussed in Krishna
consciousness, in serving Srila Prabhupada, and in spreading the
movement. I aspire for a fraction of this surrender. Millions of obeisances
to your surrender to Srila Prabhupada!
 
I admire you for your kindness towards every living entity. I remember
meeting you for the first time on Hare Krishna Land. As a pious Hindu, I
paid my obeisances to you. You stopped and gave your radiant smile and
invited me to come for the program. You had no other purpose, but to
save this soul from struggling in this material world. And by your
causeless mercy, today I am under your shelter. As an affectionate father
and an expert doctor, you are treating my millions of lifetimes’ disease.
Millions of obeisances to that merciful glance!
 
I admire you for your intelligence. Few years ago, back in your office at
Hare Krishna Land, I was trying to impress upon you all that I was doing
in Krishna consciousness. As an expert doctor you told me my problem in
one sentence: “You don’t have love for the Lord.” Guru Maharaja, I am
still struggling more and more to cure my deep-rooted problem. You had
suggested to associate with those who have love for the Lord, for example,



Prema Manjari. Today, after so many years, I am realizing your
foresightedness. Millions of obeisances to your causeless mercy!
 
I admire you for your tolerance. I know myself. I have offended you
millions of times, and you showered more and more mercy on me, finding
me to be the most befitting candidate for Lord Chaitanya’s mercy . . .
patita-pavana-hetu tava avatara . . . Millions of obeisances to the true
representative of Lord Chaitanya!
 
Just as the sun purifies stool and converts it into manure, you have saved
me from the most fallen condition in this material world, and then you
are training us to spread Srila Prabhupada’s movement forward. Millions
of obeisances to the destroyer of my anarthas and to the true
representative of Lord Nityananda!!!
 
This material world is an ocean of uncertainties, with so many types of
dangerous conditions around. But when I am on the ship guided by you, I
feel safe and secured.
 
We are unlimitedly tormented by three klesas: adhibhautika, adhidaivika,
and adhyatmika. By your love, affection, instructions, and prayers, you
not only protect us, but also maintain us in this hopeless world.
 
You nourish our spiritual life just like a tortoise nourishes its eggs, just by
meditating on them.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your appearance, I am
presenting a report to you that I am trying my best to be your good
disciple by performing my occupational duties in an utmost Krishna
conscious way, and at the same time taking care of nourishing my soul by
your instructions, and also trying to set an example of a good follower of
ISKCON.
 
I thank you for giving us your association on Zoom. I feel completely
energized to see your radiant face and to hear your soft divine voice when
you are giving class—India early morning. And when we hear your



soothing classes, sometimes late Indian time, I forget the pains of the day,
and you give us hope for the next day.
 
You were with me when my life was like a roller-coaster ride. You sailed
with me through all ups and downs, and now I have faith that you are
always with me.
 
Advaita Prabhu underwent heart surgery . . . I was numb. You wrote that
you were praying for him. We left Bombay, shifted to Jaipur . . . an
uncertain giant step we were taking . . . You wrote, “Depend on Krishna.”
We are happily situated now. In Jaipur I had no association. You provided
unimaginable association on Zoom. All glories to your unlimited love,
Guru Maharaja!
 
I am fortunate that you mercifully glanced upon me and captured me by
your love. I want to serve you with my mind, body, and words. That will
be the real success of this life.
 
I am completely dependent on your mercy. Many times I have avoided
you. After wandering through all sense gratification resulting in miseries,
once again I am at your lotus feet. Please, give me your shelter. Be
merciful and deliver this wretched soul by your divine power. You bring
about auspiciousness all around. Who will protect me if you neglect me? I
have concluded that within this world there is no one except you who
can deliver me.
 
Your ever indebted servant,
Sita Thakurani dasi
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Dandavat-pranamas. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 



We believe you are doing great!!! Very happy Vyasa-puja, Guru
Maharaja.
 
The situation around us is still bad and we all are struggling, but by your
mercy, the devotees’ association and hari-krpa, we are fine so far.
 
Our lifestyle changed a lot, and now we are getting a chance to think
about life and its purpose.
 
When we look at you, it gives great motivation and energy to fight
against all odds and focus on the real purpose of life.
 
In this difficult time, you are so busy with all your devotional services,
online lectures, classes, and sessions. Many times I witness your late night
classes and then early morning classes . . . it seems that you extract more
than twenty-four hours from a day. You are distributing your causeless
mercy unconditionally upon fallen souls like us.
 
Looking at you, one can imagine how the spiritual world would be . . . no
time limits . . . similarly you have enough time for every one of us.
 
In your dealings with your disciples, you are so personal. Just last month
you had a personal video call with us. You glanced at our altar and
purified our home with your virtual presence. You honored freshly
churned butter. You had a small conversation with Aarush and asked
about everyone else in the house. You asked about everything and guided
us for our future. Towards the end of the call, you gave us a tour of your
altar, where we had beautiful darshan of Lord Chaitanya’s Sadbhuja form
and beautiful Sri Sri Gandharvika-Giridhari, with Radha-kunda as a
backdrop. On that day we were so happy. We feel really fortunate to
receive this mercy.
 
You are following Srila Prabhupada’s instructions as your life and soul.
The way he had sacrificed his life for the benefit of all the fallen souls,
you are following the same path. This is very inspiring and it shows how
seriously and sincerely we should follow guru’s instructions. How



selflessly we should do all the services. Seeing all your conviction and
determination, our faith in this process is increasing day by day. Now we
understand that there is no other shelter for us than your lotus feet.
 
We miss Houston so much where we have witnessed your grand Vyasa-
puja celebrations over the years. There we could have your personal
association and could render some service.
 
Waiting for the opportunity to serve you in person. Please visit us
whenever you visit Pune.
 
By your mercy, we received some transcribing seva where Aarush helped
a lot. We hope, with your mercy, we will be engaged in some seva. Thanks
for including us in your family. Now we have an extended divine family.
 
No doubt you have huge mercy from Srila Prabhupada and the Supreme
Lord, and that you pass it onto all of us.
 
On this auspicious occasion, we, being a little selfish, pray to the lotus
feet of Lord Sri Krishna, for your good health, and for His mercy upon
you so that we all also can be benefited.
 
Once again, a very happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja, and good wishes
for many, many more to come.
 
Thanks.
 
Your eternal servants,
Bhaktin Snigdha and Himanshu
Pune
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 



nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, we are very fortunate to have you as our spiritual master.
By your mercy, every year I was allowed to serve you during summer. But
due to COVID-19, I’m missing this opportunity very much this year.
 
Once in Los Angeles I was serving you prasada in the sannyasi quarters.
Every time you asked for baked yam, I put an even number of pieces on
your plate and you were watching this. After prasada you asked me if I
wanted to learn how to serve prasada. I replied, “Yes, Guru Maharaja.”
You then said, “Each time I asked for yam, you gave me an even number
of pieces.” You said that someone told you an even number is given to
enemies. This incident helped me to be more conscious while serving
prasada.
 
Guru Maharaja, although you are very busy, you always have time for all
of us. You reply to our emails, and are concerned about our health and
spiritual life. I remember once you came to New Dwaraka. When I told
you my blood pressure was high and that I had to travel to Mauritius, you
were very concerned about my health. You said it wasn’t good to travel,
and that I had to contact Sri Vallabha Prabhu for advice.
 
Last week I dreamt of you a few times. In one dream we were at a program
and Krishna Kirtan Prabhu was serving you. In another dream, Daivi



Shakti Mataji’s daughter Dauji and I were serving you prasada; I brought
maha-prasada sandesh and rasagulla—and you selected rasagulla!
 
Guru Maharaja, I am praying for the opportunity to serve you and Sri Sri
Gandharvika-Giridhari again in this lifetime. Hearing of the world
situation now is very scary, but Srila Prabhupada used to say that if we
just become Krishna conscious by chanting Hare Krishna, all success will
follow (SB 1.1.14):
 

apannah samsrtim ghoram
yan-nama vivaso grnan
tatah sadyo vimucyate

yad bibheti svayam bhayam
 
“Living beings who are entangled in the complicated meshes of birth and
death can be freed immediately by even unconsciously chanting the holy
name of Krishna, which is feared by fear personified.”
 
Guru Maharaja, my human form of life will attain perfection by Your
Loving Divine Grace’s mercy.
 
Your loyalty to your spiritual master and his mission ISKCON has
created our good fortune. I beg you to please make me realize this and to
never take it for granted.
 
Begging for eternal shelter at your lotus feet.
 
Your indebted servant,
Sri Murti dasi
Vrindavan
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances, Guru Maharaja.



 
All glories to Your Holiness. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories,
all glories to Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.
 
Maharaja, you have not just been the spiritual master for our family, but
even a loving guide in all aspects of our life. I feel so satisfied and
complete that Your Holiness is there to take care of me and my children.
Unfortunate souls like me will never be able to fathom the magnificence
of Your Holiness and will never ever be able to reciprocate with your
loving mercy.
 
My only prayers on your auspicious appearance day are that please allow
me, dear Guru Maharaja, to remain at your lotus feet always, as you have
till now, in spite of all my weaknesses, and uplift me in krsna-prema by
your divine spiritual power.
 
Your most fallen servant,
Sunita Jajodia
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this auspicious day of
your Vyasa-puja.
 
We once had a short conversation about a couple of months ago, and that
was based on building enthusiasm. You had instructed me that I shall
preach with books, and then automatically enthusiasm will come. You
were 100 percent correct; that was going well for some time. I had invited
many of my friends home and got them to chant the holy names of Lord
Krishna. I slowly proceeded to start reading books of Srila Prabhupada to
my friends through Zoom calls online as some of them are abroad,
however during the process, some of them have their own beliefs, and



their own religion that they follow, and some of the stuff they do are
against few regulations of sanatana-dharma. So that was a slight
challenge I faced, but I’m sure, although I don’t deserve it, with Krishna
and your mercy, I will be able to overcome that challenge.
 
All I’d like to say now is thank you. I thank you from deep within my
heart, and I hope and pray that one day I will be able to do service for
you, any service at all.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Vinayak Amarnani
Dubai
 
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my dandavat-pranamas. All glories to Sri Sri Guru and
Gauranga!
 
On this auspicious day, Guru Maharaja, please empower me to glorify just
one of your avadhoota-laksana, that of agni!
 
Tejasvi - Just like agni destroys the entire bamboo forest, your tapas,
brahmacarya, sama, dama, tyaga, satya, sauca, yama, niyama have
completely destroyed all anarthas and purified your kaya, vaca, and
manasa.
 
By bathing in the dust of the lotus feet of His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada and by reflecting his qualities, you have become tejasvi like
fire, just as the moon becomes famous in association with the sun! (ekas
candrah tamo nasto na ca tara-ganair api).
 
Durdharsya - Although very friendly and familiar to us all, we still can’t
come very close to you, like agni.



 
To carelessly approach a sadhu like you is just like carelessly approaching
agni, which immediately burns if not properly respected, because Krishna
does not excuse ill-treatment of a pure devotee.
 
Deepta - No need of a torch to see agni. Similarly, you need no flag to
announce your identity. Bee-like devotees anxious to gather nectar from
you don’t need an address to collect honey.
 
Sarva-bhaksa - Although you are continuously interacting with worldly
people during your preaching mission, you are not affected by their guna-
dosa. Rather they get purified in your association. (tejiyasam na dosaya,
vahneh sarva-bhujo yatha).
 
Udara-bhajanah - Although from an affluent family, you have never
believed in amassing wealth. Your only storage utensil is your stomach.
Janma-aisvarya-sruta-sri have failed to intoxicate you.
 
Kvacit channah - Like agni, sometimes you appear in a concealed form,
and kvacit spasta - at other times reveal yourself.
 
Sreya icchitam - For the welfare of us, conditioned souls, you have
accepted the worshipable position of a spiritual master, and thus, like
agni, you burn to ashes past and future sinful reactions of your disciples,
by mercifully glancing at us, and accepting our offerings.
 
Finally, just like agni blazes forth when the smoldering wood is stirred,
please manifest before us when we chant and hear your glories with love
and devotion, and bless us all!
 
Please accept our best wishes for a very happy Krishna conscious
birthday, Gurudeva!
 
May Srila Prabhupada and Krishna empower you to bring more and more
souls to Their lotus feet.
 



His Holiness Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
 
Your lowly servant,
Duracari Vinod Bihari dasa
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
My dear beloved Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
My first memory of Your Divine Grace goes back to 1982 in South Africa.
Both you and Bhagavan dasa had flown in to cheer us up after the fall
down of the first GBC guru to leave ISKCON. When you came into the
darshan room, Bhagavan dasa—one of the ten remaining GBCs Srila
Prabhupada had supposedly nominated to continue the disciplic
succession—was already seated on the vyasasana, and you went up to him
and paid full dandavats. Bhagavan looked a little embarrassed and said,
“What are you doing?” Beaming from ear to ear you replied, “I am paying
obeisances.” I was touched by your simplicity.
 
A day or two later, you were giving class in the temple room and I
decided to ask you a challenging question: “If the spiritual master asks
you to prostitute yourself,” I asked, “should you do it?” And you calmly
replied, “Yes.” After a short pause, in a slightly amused tone of voice, you
added, “But the spiritual master would never ask you to do such a thing!”
I felt appeased. You had stuck to the point that the spiritual master is to
be obeyed in all circumstances, but at the same time you clearly stated
that a real spiritual master would not ask a disciple to do something that
goes against the regulative principles.
 
“What a pity he is not the guru!” I remember telling one devotee. “I like
him better than the other one.”
 



I next saw you in France that same year, at La Nouvelle Mayapur,
dancing exuberantly with His Holiness Lokanath Swami on the occasion
of Bhagavan dasa’s Vyasa-puja. And then, if my memory serves me right,
I only met you again when you became the National Secretary for South
Africa in 1985. By then, I had surrendered to taking re-initiation since
there was no other way to continue serving Sri Sri Nitai-Gaurahari
without a new name and a new Gayatri mantra.
 
As fate would have it, in 1986, Bhagavan dasa also left ISKCON. By then,
five of the eleven zonal acharyas had already deviated and ISKCON was
in chaos. Every single GBC member in ISKCON was then called before a
reviewing board. One of the board members told me later that when your
name was called, many board members exclaimed, “Sadhu! Sadhu!” I was
pleased to hear that.
 
The Nectar of Instruction lays out the conditions required to become a
spiritual master. “But what if he ceases to fulfill them?” I asked you. “Such
thinking,” you replied, “falls into the category of mental speculation. If,
upon marrying a qualified man, a woman thinks that her husband may
leave her in the future, she is unnecessarily speculating. Although such
possibility always exists, it is not expected to occur. Similarly, if a person
fulfills the conditions required of a spiritual master, he should be
accepted in good faith.” Although I understood your point, I decided to
identify myself as Srila Prabhupada’s posthumous daughter. You
understood my mood and kindly encouraged me to focus on Srila
Prabhupada’s mood and mission in South Africa in a letter dated October
7, 1986:
 

My dear Mother Visakha, Please accept my humble obeisances. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. As so many persons are speaking according
to their own realizations, I thought I might do the same. I am
convinced now that you should take full shelter of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead through Srila Prabhupada. You have already
passed two very severe tests. I have not faced such severe tests as you
have passed. Now you should dedicate the rest of your life to reading
Srila Prabhupada’s books, distributing them, preaching, and chanting



the holy name of the Lord incessantly. I am firmly convinced that if
you pass the rest of your days in this way, Srila Prabhupada will be
pleased, and he will personally take you back to home, back to
Godhead. Thus you will be freed forever from the miseries of material
existence. May this find you well. Your unworthy servant, Giriraj
Swami.

 
Your letter kept me alive in Krishna consciousness. In fact, it saved me
from committing suicide.
 
Over the next three years, while doing my best to serve Srila Prabhupada
in Africa, I realized that I did need a living guru. As Srila Prabhupada
said, “The person Bhagavata is better than the book Bhagavata because he
can catch you by the ear.” So true! It is so easy to misunderstand Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions by fanatically quoting from his books without
reference to kala, desha, and patra.
 
I was present when another of Bhagavan dasa’s former disciples asked
about karma. “At the time of initiation” she said, “the guru takes on
responsibility for the disciple’s karma. But if the guru leaves, does the
disciple get his old karma back?” You replied that unless the disciple
severs the relationship, he becomes implicated in the former guru’s newly
created karma. Hearing this, I thought that I had better stop chanting the
Gayatri mantra. I then wrote you a letter to confirm my decision and ask
you to be my guru, and in February of 1989, you replied:
 

My dear Visakha, Please accept my greetings and the blessings of Srila
Prabhupada. Thank you for your letter today. I must tell you that I am
very miserly and do not like to give initiation. From the time that
Bhagavan left… (and we also sent one letter with some instructions), I
felt that Srila Prabhupada was personally directing me to help you. He
also sometimes inspires me with ideas and words to deal with you. And
ultimately he may arrange for your initiation too. But you should make
some advancement in the meantime, by his divine grace. You may stop
saying Gayatri. You may cook for Food for Life and at Yeoville. And
you may become more humble. May this find you well. Your servant,



Giriraj Swami.
 
Somehow, between February and June, Krishna tested me again in such a
way as to make me wonder whether I should accept re-initiation from you
or not. One morning, while I was getting ready for mangala-arati, my
mind and intelligence had a big argument over it. And in the middle of
it, a loud voice, a voice I’d never heard before, resonated inside my heart:
If Giriraj Maharaja is bona fide and you don’t take initiation from him, you
will regret it bitterly for the rest of your life. The voice was so forceful it
shook me. I realized that my relationship with you was genuine and could
not be replaced. You had saved me from suicide, given me spiritual
nourishment, and consistently supported my attempts at serving Srila
Prabhupada’s mission in Africa. How could I not trust you as my eternal
well-wisher and friend?
 
And so, on June 3, 1989, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s disappearance day,
you kindly accepted me as your disciple and gave me the name Visakha
Priya dasi. Later on that day, after giving me the Gayatri mantra, you
concluded humorously that perhaps I had to go through ten years of
karma-yoga in order to qualify for bhakti-yoga.
 
Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.80.41) states that the duty of all true disciples is
to repay their debt to their spiritual master by offering him, with pure
hearts, their wealth and even their very lives. At the same time, in his
purport to the twenty-second verse of the fourth canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhupada says that “. . . a person who tries to repay
the spiritual master or teacher of the transcendental message of Krishna
becomes a laughingstock just like a joker because it is not possible to
repay such a debt.”
 
So here I am, your eternally indebted servant. And this thought is giving
me great joy.
 

tavaivasmi tavaivasmi na jivami tvaya vina
iti vijnaya devi tyam naya mam caranantikam

 



Visakha Priya dasi
Vrindavan
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Swami Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance I want to express my
heartfelt gratitude for the abundant care and compassion you have so
kindly shown to me.
 
My recent experiences of opening my heart to you and taking your
shelter in the confusing and difficult times I have been facing has so
much strengthened my faith in you. It has given me faith that if I just
remain your servant and simply try my best to please Krishna, everything
will work out perfectly. Faith that you have Krishna and you can give
him to whomever you shower your mercy upon. Faith that you really are
(as Kunti Mataji says) the “embodiment of trnad api sunicena.” And faith
that you really, really care.
 
Your oceanic compassion and dedication to caring for Krishna’s devotees,
no matter how big or (as in my case) small, is a powerful inspiration in my
life, and something I hope to be able to imbibe.
 
Even though I may cause so many difficulties, perform such faulty
devotional service and come so far short of the standard of pure devotion,
I fall at your feet and beg that you please overlook these things. Please
grant me the blessing of being allowed to engage in your service and in
the service of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s nama-sankirtana movement
forever.
 
With much love.
Your grateful aspiring servant,



Vraja Mohan dasa
Mumbai
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to you and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this auspicious day, I wish you a happy birthday. May you have many
more years in service to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I cannot express much, but I want to thank you for all that you have done
for me and my family.
 
At one time, when I was asked to be chairman of the Mitra board, I was
hesitant due to business responsibility. You kindly agreed to assist my
business while I could sit relaxed as chairman. You kept up to your word
and helped in every way in our business also.
 
Whenever I have been falling sick, you have been praying for me. Also
when my mother was sick, you visited her and prayed for her while she
was leaving her body. I feel very indebted to you.
 
Also spiritually, you have guided me to always chant with you in Japa
Sanga. Although physically I’m not fit to serve you much, but from my
heart I pray to be of service in some way or other to you. Please accept my
heartfelt prayers.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Your servant,
Vrindavan Bihari dasa
Mumbai
 



* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances to your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to you.
 
On this pious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I am overwhelmed with your
love and care. So many memories and realizations are coming to my
mind. From the past six years, you have helped me in so many ways to be
on a spiritual path. By your guidance and advice, I am sure that one day I
will be able to overcome all material and spiritual impediments.
 
For today, I will speak on one of my realizations—Answering the prayers.
 
Early this year my parents planned to visit me in Bangalore to spend
some time with me. My mother is a practicing devotee and my father is
pious, but didn’t approve of our way of practicing bhakti; he is a Shiva
devotee.
 
I had a desire that at this age he should also chant the holy name of Lord,
but was hesitant to ask him. So, to influence my material father, I prayed
to my spiritual father.
 
I was intensely praying to Guru Maharaja for your help on this issue.
Nowadays, whenever I am in doubt or trouble, I go to your picture in my
altar room, and share my feelings with you, and pray for your help.
 
So, when they arrived I didn’t reveal my mind. I just kept feeding him
prasada, and I had a strong belief that prasada would do miracles in
changing his consciousness. He used to see us doing the morning
program, doing japa, but he didn’t participate in anything. My Prabhu
asked him to chant two or three times but he refused, so we didn’t force
him.
 
After two months, on the auspicious day of Gaura Purnima, we were all



getting ready to go to the temple to see the abhiseka and my Prabhu
asked my father, “Papa, today is a very nice day; you should chant one
round.” He brought japa beads and a bag and gave it to him. My father
didn’t say anything and accepted and started chanting.
 
Gauranga’s mercy finally appeared as he started his chanting on that day.
I was so happy to see that. Now he is daily chanting one round.
 
By this incident, I was sure that you listen through your picture, and you
are aware of all our prayers, and by your mercy, those prayers are getting
fulfilled.
 
I feel so protected by this realization that you are always looking after me,
listening to me, guiding me, correcting me when I make mistakes. I feel
your mercy and presence even if I can’t see you with my material eyes.
Thank you, Maharaja, for coming into my life and transforming it for my
benefit.
 
On this day, I have a request that as a father is extra protective to a weak
child, consider me a handicap who needs the support of your merciful
hands to make me stand on the spiritual path, and take me back with you
to our eternal home.
 
Always praying to Lord Nrsimhadeva for your well-being and good
health.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Yasomati dasi
Bangalore



Mauritius
 
 
 

 
 
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
him.”
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this auspicious day of your appearance in this material world, I would
like to express my deepest gratitude for your guidance, shelter, and
protection of developing my eternal relationship with you, the devotees,
Srila Prabhupada, and Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have an eternal, intimate, loving relationship with
Srila Prabhupada, his eternal associates, and Sri Sri Radha-Krishna.
When I was at your ashram in Carpinteria, I was blessed to witness your
intimate relationship with His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja. By your
grace, Guru Maharaja, I got some personal association with Maharaja,
and since Maharaja left this world, I’m thinking how precious those
moments were, and how fortunate I was to be present at that time.
Indeed, the association of pure devotees of the Lord is essential for the
development of pure love of Sri Sri Radha-Krishna. Thank you so much,
Guru Maharaja, for bestowing your causeless mercy on this fallen
conditioned soul.
 
On this auspicious day, I would like to offer you a verse from the
Bhagavad-gita (10.9) where Lord Sri Krishna says,
 

mac-citta mad-gata-prana bodhayantah parasparam
kathayantas ca mam nityam tusyanti ca ramanti ca

 
“The thoughts of My pure devotees dwell in Me, their lives are fully
devoted to My service, and they derive great satisfaction and bliss from
always enlightening one another and conversing about Me.”
 
I pray at your lotus feet, Guru Maharaja, for your mercy to follow and
develop your wonderful example of humility, dedication, and service.
 
All glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations.
 
Aspiring to be your sincere and serious servant,



Abhirama dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you on this auspicious day
of your Vyasa-puja!
 
Guru Maharaja, every year we try to find words within my heart that can
properly glorify Your Divine Grace. We have come to a realization that
we do not have a heart worthy of your glorification. By meditating on the
following verse, and by your mercy and the strength of Guru, Gauranga
and the Vaishnavas, we manage this year to make a pitiful offering.
 

mukam karoti vacalam
pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande
sri-gurum dina-taranam

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer
of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and
enables the lame to cross mountains.”
 
Guru Maharaja, you tirelessly preach wherever and whenever possible,
and inspire thousands and thousands of souls to follow Srila Prabhupada
and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and their instructions for chanting the
holy names, and performing hari-nama-sankirtana without offenses.
 
We got inspired by this tireless preaching of yours, and we are struggling
to offer our very minute service to Their Lordships Sri Sri Jagannatha,
Baladeva, and Subhadra Maharani, under the guidance of His Grace



Sudama Prabhu.
 
In this Age of Kali, we can feel the strength of Mayadevi, and to release
ourselves from her grasp is not only difficult, but almost impossible. Yet
Guru Maharaja, you show by example that it is possible. And through
surrender, surrender to Srila Prabhupada and his instructions.
 
We sit every day with the knowledge that chanting, reading, associating
with devotees, and following the regulative principles are our liberation.
Yet it’s like the saying, “More easily said than done.” However, Guru
Maharaja, you show us how these sacred words can be realized, by your
exemplary practice.
 
In every way, Guru Maharaja, you are teaching us how to be a devotee
and to serve Your Divine Grace, our eternal spiritual master Srila
Prabhupada, our merciful Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, and our beautiful Sri Sri
Jagannatha, Baladeva, and Subhadra Maharani. Yet, due to
contamination, we cannot follow the basic instructions of our beloved
guru and parampara, what to speak of following the higher instructions.
 
When we make a plea for mercy, it’s only words and not from the heart,
and hence we don’t receive the mercy, and Gurudeva, you are the
reservoir of mercy. Hence I pray that I can one day beg for that mercy
with all my heart so that I can be worthy of receiving that mercy.
 
Guru Maharaja, by the mercy of Sri Sri Jagannatha, Baladeva, Subhadra
Maharani, and Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda, we have come into contact
(in one way or another) with Your Divine Grace, and I think we have
been fortunate enough to make negligible advancement, and for that we
are eternally grateful to you. Our constant prayer is that we will one day
realise the blessings we have received, and to be eligible to serve at the
dust of your lotus feet.
 
Right now I feel that I am an embarrassment to you, Gurudeva. I am not
worthy of even submitting this pitiful offering. I only pray that some of
my offering is genuine enough for Guru Maharaja’s worth, and not just



words that are of no value.
 
From the bottom of our heart, Guru Maharaja, we know you are a fully
realized soul and you are our salvation from this miserable situation. Our
humble prayer is that, Guru Maharaja, please don’t give up on us and
have patience with us. Some devotees develop quickly and others slowly.
Due to our lack of sukrti, we are progressing very slowly.
 
Wishing you, Guru Maharaja, a beautiful Vyasa-puja!
 
Please allow us to be your insignificant servants life after life,
Your insignificant disciple and aspiring disciples,
Advaita Candra dasa, Madhvi, and Ananta Giriraj
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
titiksavah karunikah suhrdah sarva-dehinam

ajata-satravah santah sadhavah sadhu-bhusanah
 

mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande sri-gurum dina-taranam

 
dhyana mulam guru murti puja mulam gurur padam,

mantra mulam gurur vakyam, moksa mulam guru krpa
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to
Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to this
very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
Even though I have never met you personally, I have always felt a deep
connection with you while hearing about you from other devotees—
amazed to see devotees enjoying relating to the moments they’ve
experienced while seeing or meeting you. I am always eager to hear the
answers and instructions you gave in order to guide others, and how these
help them.
 
Desiring to know more, I started listening to your lectures and read your
book, Watering the Seed, and was amazed by Chapter Two: Always Remain
Prabhupada’s Dog (anecdote). Just this part made me realize the
importance of a spiritual master as well as how egoistic I am (even though
I’ve been visiting ISKCON temples as a guest for many years).
 
Following your instructions, I started reading Many Moons and Life’s
Final Exam (in parallel), in which you taught us by example how we
should appreciate a devotee always, and always glorifying others. Your
humility and compassionate nature humbled me. Listening to your
lectures and reading your instructive mails helped me a lot in crushing
my enormous ego.
 
Whenever I’m confused, have doubts or a question, before I can even ask,
I get the answer in your next mail (most often) or your lectures or books.
These incidents always remind me of the third verse of the Guru-
vandana prayers:
 

cakhu-dan dilo jei, janme janme prabhu sei
divya-jnan hrde prokasito

prema-bhakti jaha hoite, avidya vinasa jate
vede gay jahara carito

 
“He opens my darkened eyes and fills my heart with transcendental
knowledge. He is my Lord, birth after birth. From him ecstatic prema



emanates; by him ignorance is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of his
character.”
 
My dear Guru Maharaja, I feel so fortunate to be under your shelter.
 
In short, I just want to tell you that I love you; we all love you.
 
You’re so merciful and compassionate. I pray at our lotus feet to be your
humble servant.
 
Your humble servant,
Bhakta Amit Rajput
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
My dear Srila Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to your divine appearance on this
most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja!
 
Gurudeva, today I recall the day I got my second birth in Vrindavan in
the year 2015. After waiting for a long period, finally I got the
opportunity to see you face to face in Vrindavan, which indeed was like a



dream for me. I remain eternally indebted for being so compassionate and
merciful to me.
 
From His Holiness Gour Govinda Maharaja’s book, When Good Fortune
Arises, “The tenth canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.51.53) says:
 

bhavapavargo bhramato yada bhavej
janasya tarhy acyuta sat-samagamah
sat-sangamo yarhi tadaiva sad-gatau

paravarese tvayi jayate matih
 
“O infallible Lord, the jivas are wandering here in many universes, very
tightly bound up in material bondage. If by good fortune they meet a
vaisnava-sadhu, sad-guru, then their fortune arises. Their life is
completely changed.”
 
After coming back to Mauritius, I sent you a mail enquiring on how I can
remain connected to my Guru Maharaja, as very often His Holiness
Bhakti Dhir Damodara Maharaja, my siksa-guru in his classes was often
mentioning that a disciple should have strong connection with the
spiritual master. Therefore, I wanted to know how this can happen as you
are most of the time in America and me in Mauritius.
 
You explain very clearly the meaning of vapu seva (serving directly the
spiritual master during his physical presence) and vani seva, serving by
following the instructions of the spiritual master. You also put an
emphasis on the vani seva.
 
So, today I pray to you so that you give me the strength to always follow
your instructions faithfully as at times I drifted away from my duty as a
disciple, due to my weaknesses.
 
Moreover, I am very grateful to you for setting up the Mitra Sanga and
the meetings that are organized for all disciples to assemble on a three
months’ basis. Her Grace Karunika Mataji is always encouraging such
meetings for which I am very thankful as she knows how to connect us at



the lotus feet of Guru Maharaja. Moreover, the meetings make us feel
your presence. Once I was absent from the meeting due to some reasons,
so that night I dreamt that I was cooking hot pakoras for devotees present
in the sanga. Her Grace Karunika Mataji was also in my dream.
 
Once it was proposed that my husband and I go to America to serve you
there. Due to some reasons we were not able to do so. Afterwards I had a
dream that I was serving you there by picking flowers for your Deities.
 
Moreover, we have been told that it is probable that you will be coming
to Mauritius by January 2021, and the proposal was made that you would
be staying at Karunika Mataji’s ashram. Three months ago, I had a dream
that you were already in Mauritius at Karunika Mataji’s place. When
Padmavati Mataji and I went to have your darshan, you greeted us with a
smile, and gave us a greeting card.
 
I am very happy to have such spiritual dreams among others, by your
grace, which I always cherish.
 
Lastly I would like to quote from the book Spiritual Connection by His
Holiness Bhakti Dhir Damodara Maharaja:
 
Questions and Answers:
 
“How should we serve the guru when he is far away?”
 
“The guru is never far; he is very close. It is we, who, due to our mundane
consciousness, make him distant from us. Therefore, we should very well
understand that since we are in a spiritual organization, and not a
material organization or society, wherever we are and whatever we are
doing; our spiritual masters are seeing us, Krishna is seeing us.”
 
The spiritual master belongs to ISKCON. So any service we do in this
movement is our service to our spiritual master and vice-versa.”
 
Srila Prabhupada once said to his disciples, “I am chanting here, you are



chanting there—the same Hare Krishna maha-mantra, so what is the
question of separation?”
 
Lastly, I would like to beg for forgiveness for any offenses I have
committed at your lotus feet.
 
I thank you again for everything you have been doing for my spiritual
progress, and I humbly beg to remain at your lotus feet in all
circumstances. Hare Krishna, Guru Maharaja.
 
From your aspiring servant,
Ananda Gopika dasi
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja!
 
Hare Krishna!
 
Happy Vyasa Puja to you! How are you Guru Maharaja?
 
Please come to Mauritius so that I can see you. I miss you a lot. You have
such a sweet smile.
 
Please give me your blessings.
 
Hare Krishna, Guru Maharaja!
 
I love you so much.
 
Your great grandson,
Ananta Giriraj
(6 years old Son of Advaita Chandra das and Madhvi dasi)
 

* * *
 



nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
My prostrated obeisances are unto the dust of your lotus feet again and
again, O Gurudeva, servant of Srila Prabhupada! You always imbibe and
relish the divine pastimes of Srila Prabhupada, and out of your
magnanimity, you liberally share this nectar to make us recipients of his
causeless mercy.
 
All glories to your selfless dedicated service to Srila Prabhupada! All
glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, in spite of my limited
intelligence, I shall try to express some words of gratitude while
meditating on your lotus feet. Even though I am unqualified, still you
accepted me as your disciple. You are my only shelter, dear Gurudeva.
Every opportunity which I get to serve in the movement of Srila
Prabhupada are the results of your blessings.
 
Gurudeva’s japa sanga, Mitra Sanga, online lectures, and your valuable
books are the manifestations of your love, care, and compassion for us.
They protect us from getting carried away by the waves of maya. I feel so
fortunate to have your daily association through japa sanga. Alone I have
to struggle with my monkey mind, but chanting in your association brings
solace to my heart. You are teaching us through practical examples how
important it is to meditate on each syllable of the Hare Krishna maha-
mantra.
 
Gurudeva, please bless me that I may always eagerly focus my mind in
hearing from your lotus mouth, chanting in your blissful association, and
remembering your instructions in order to purify my existence, and
become a worthy instrument in your hands.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are an ocean of mercy, the friend of the poor and



the master of the devotees. Thank you so much for giving us your blissful
association. And also thank you again for giving me the opportunity to
associate with your loving and caring disciples and Srila Prabhupada’s
whole ISKCON family. I shall remain eternally indebted to Your Divine
Grace.
 
His Holiness Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya!!!
 
Jagat-guru Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!!!
 
Aspiring to be the servant of your servants,
Arjuna Sakha dasa
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Today, on the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, please let me
offer thousands of humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, this year we have all experienced the pandemic COVID-
19 all around the world, and this has made me realize that this material
life is really temporary and very unpredictable. Anything can happen
anywhere at any moment, and if I am not more responsible and serious in
my spiritual life, then it’s all going to be a waste. Therefore, my Guru
Maharaja, please, I beg at your lotus feet to be always merciful to this
dull-headed, fallen soul, and please shower your blessings.
 
Guru Maharaja, this year also we have lost a great valuable gem, a
frontline soldier. His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami has left his body on
the battlefield of preaching, and that is an enormous loss. The departure
of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami has made me realize how foolish I
am that although Guru Maharaja is giving so much of himself to us, being
entangled in material pursuit, I’m not taking full advantage of Guru
Maharaja’s divine association.
 



Guru Maharaja, you are preaching tirelessly, even during the lockdown,
in so many countries through Zoom conferences, always preaching and
pushing Srila Prabhupada’s mission forward. Therefore, my beloved
Gurudeva, please keep showering your mercy to me.
 
Guru Maharaja, this year we have celebrated the twentieth anniversary
of the Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram Mandir in Bon Accueil Mauritius. During
the celebrations, I remembered how Guru Maharaja, along with His
Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaja, was the GBC for our island. During
those days, Guru Maharaja was visiting us very often, and had tirelessly
done so much preaching all around the country, and today we have many
beautiful Deities and beautiful temples in many places.
 
Thank you for being here for me all the time, and please keep showering
your divine blessing on this fallen soul.
 
I remain your degraded son,
Asit Krishna dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All
glories, all glories to Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram.
 
How are you, Guru Maharaja? Hope you are in good health, by the grace
of Srila Prabhupadaji. I am feeling happy to write a few words to glorify
Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
My spiritual master is always meek and humble to the fallen conditioned
souls. To such an exalted soul, my unlimited obeisances at the dust of his
lotus feet.
 
My spiritual master is always non-envious of devotees and so he is always
pleasing to everyone at heart. So, to such a paramahamsa, my koti koti
obeisances at the dust of his lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day, I pray to the Lord to please
keep you always in good health, free from all disease. May you never get
afflicted with coronavirus and none of the Vaishnavas and Vaishnavis.
After losing His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, I realize the true value of
a spiritual master and how precious he was for us for the whole world.
 

prayenalpayusah sabhya
kalav asmin yuge janah

mandah sumanda-matayo
manda-bhagya hy upadrutah

 
“O learned one, in this iron Age of Kali men have but short lives. They
are quarrelsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky and, above all, always
disturbed.” (SB 1.1.10) (Sages to Suta Goswami)
 
Guru Maharaja, I most humbly pray at your lotus feet to please guide me
and help me by your ever flourishing mercy on my spiritual life. Please
free me from all demonic qualities and bad association forever, and also
to give me the mercy that I will always chant my sixteen rounds and
more, and be fixed in my sadhana-bhakti always and eternally. Guru
Maharaja, I would like to have the association of devotees who have



transcendental qualities so that my spiritual life will flourish. Please give
me such mercy on your Vyasa-puja day.
 
Please forgive me for all my unlimited offenses.
 
Guru Maharaja ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
Your ever indebted servant,
Bhanumati dasi
 

* * *
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
him.”
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Our dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories
to your Vyasa-puja celebrations.
 
Repeatedly we offer our prayers at your lotus feet. You are the expert
navigator that can ferry us across the dreadful ocean of material
existence. Unless we get your causeless mercy and Gauranga’s mercy, we



will never be able to cross over this dreadful ocean and go to the other
side.
 
Although the process of pure devotional service is not easy to practice, by
your expert guidance, it is accessible to us, and we are encouraged to
follow. You always explain Srila Prabhupada’s purports with a practical
example of devotees, and it becomes easy for us to understand.
 
You are always with Srila Prabhupada. You know exactly what Srila
Prabhupada is telling us in his purport. You are perfectly setting the
example of how to follow the instructions of the spiritual master and how
a perfect disciple should be. Many devotees confirm their understanding
of what Srila Prabhupada is exactly saying, from you, Guru Maharaja.
That reveals to us how dear you are to Srila Prabhupada.
 
You are the perfect representative of the disciplic succession. We are
eternally grateful to you, the devotees, and Srila Prabhupada for bringing
us on the path of pure devotion. All glories to your Vyasa-puja day.
 
Aspiring to be your eternal servants,
Devakinandan dasa and Nandimukhi devi dasi
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dearest Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your most compassionate lotus
feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I wanted to thank you
from the bottom of my heart for your endless love and mercy towards all
the devotees all around the globe. Being new to Krishna consciousness
and having the opportunity to communicate with you on many occasions
is a great blessing. In such a short period of time, by your divine mercy, I
have been able to engage more in the service of Krishna.
 



Moreover Maharaja, your daily japa sanga helped me a lot to concentrate
more on the holy names of the Lord, which is non-different from Krishna
Himself. Your sweet smile and your humility gave me so much courage to
persevere during hard times.
 
For all these blissful times, I wanted again to simply thank you for being
part of our lives, dear Maharaja.
 
I WISH YOU A HAPPY VYASA-PUJA AND MAY KRISHNA KEEP
YOU WELL FOR THE NEXT TWENTY YEARS AND MORE, IF HE
SO DESIRES, AS WE STILL HAVE SO MUCH TO LEARN FROM
YOU, DEAR MAHARAJA.
 
Hare Krishna.
Your fallen servant,
Bhakta Dylan Wayne young chen yen
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Thank you very much for your association, Guru Maharaja. I feel really
lucky as I get your darshan every day and I get the chance to do japa with
you. I know that you are always with me, and giving me your blessings,



despite the fact that you are not here physically.
 
I can never forget the day when I finally got the opportunity to see you in
my dream, the day when His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami left his body.
I saw you sitting near his head, along with me, and you said to me, “Did
you see how he is smiling?”
 
I was not doing sixteen rounds everyday, but as you started the japa
sanga, I now do sixteen rounds of japa everyday, and I really really feel
much obliged to Guru Maharaja.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Maharaja.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Fanisha Beekarry
(Daughter of Bhaktin Saroj)
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
All glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations!
 
In January 1987, Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda moved
from the White House to the ISKCON Vedic Farm for a few short years.
I had a great desire to serve Their Lordships, but I knew I was completely
unqualified to do so. I had never cooked in my life nor did I have any
artistic abilities to dress the Lord nor had I any experience in any other
deity services. But you, Guru Maharaja, gave me your blessings and
causeless mercy, and before I knew it, I was performing so many services
for Their Lordships, including dressing and cooking, even raja-bhoga, for
Them. When I look back, I simply cannot understand how I managed to
serve Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda in this way, while maintaining all my



other preaching services. It was only by your causeless mercy that it was
possible. I see no other explanation.
 
“By the pleasure of the spiritual master, one can get extraordinary power,
especially in spiritual advancement. The blessings of the spiritual master
are more powerful than one’s personal endeavor for such advancement.”
(SB 8.15.28)
 
“Especially for spiritual advancement, one should carry out the bona fide
order of the spiritual master. By the parampara system, one can thus be
endowed with the original spiritual power that comes from Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Evam param para praptam imam rajarsayo viduh.
(Bg 4.2)
 
These verses remind me of those blissful days when only by your mercy
and through the strength you bestowed on me, I was able to experience
the wonderful spiritual adventure of serving the Lord in ways beyond my
ability.
 
I pray to my fickle mind on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja that I
am always reminded of this conclusion: I am made of your mercy.
 
Srila Giriraj Maharaja ki jaya!
 
Your servant,
Giridhari dasa
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai.
 
Two years have elapsed since I received initiation, at the dusk of life,
only by your boundless mercy and love for an unqualified person. Before,



I used to think that initiation was a means to an end, if not an end in
itself. Now, I realize it is only the beginning. The beginning to a life of
unflinching service to the Lord. But time is running out and so much has
to be yet accomplished.
 
But with your relentless guidance in pointing out, based on scripture, the
pitfalls and pathways, you help us perceive spiritual truths culminating in
Krishna, as verse 4.34 of the Gita exhorts.
 
My appreciation of the magnitude of what you have accomplished so far,
increases every moment. I am convinced that the more I study your
example prayerfully and thoughtfully, the more I will be guided by your
grace to meet the challenges of keeping the balance between fidelity and
flexibility to make bhakti accessible in a drastically changing world. By
your expert guidance, I have learnt how to overcome obstacles that keep
me away from Krishna, and how to make decisions that take me closer to
Him.
 
We were looking forward to your physical association this year, but
thanks to COVID-19, it is not happening. But the pandemic has not been
able to dampen your enthusiasm to continuously provide guidance to
thousands of your devotees, hooked to their devices, be it on Zoom or
otherwise, to daily relish your words of wisdom. In fact, the pandemic has
succeeded in uniting the whole global GRS family in one common goal–
listening with rapture to your vani! It reminds me of the famous Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu verse 1.2.255, nirbandhah krishna sambandhe yuktam
vairagyam ucyate: One is rightly situated above possessiveness when
accepting everything in relation to Krishna.
 
Thank you so much, dear Guru Maharaja, for keeping us awake in our
original consciousness in all circumstances.
 
Your eternal servant,
Indira Radha dasi
 

* * *



 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
In this material world, human beings need a role model in order to
understand a deep meaning of human life and cross all obstacles in the
path of true unconditional love. The spiritual master is the
personification of this perfect role model because he is the perfect
disciple, a pure representative of this own spiritual master.
 
Gurudeva, I pray on this auspicious day that someday I will develop the
strong desire to follow the sincere souls who are truly dedicated to you
and our entire lineage, to make my life successful and become a real
disciple.
 
An aspiring servant of your lotus feet,
Jaya Hurhundee
 

* * *
 
To my dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories unto you on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja. All
glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.



 
Guru Maharaja, it has been almost two years that you gave me shelter at
the dust of your lotus feet by connecting me to the line of disciplic
succession (Houston, 9 September 2018). It was an unforgettable and
precious moment of my life. I still cherished all those days. The beginning
of my spiritual life. I thank you, Gurudeva, for being so merciful on this
most awful soul, for saving me and for guiding me home. Most of all,
thank you, Srila Praphupada, for giving us such a very special Guru
Maharaja who has an astonishing determination to preach in all
circumstances and who has committed himself 100 percent to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
These past two years have been full of realizations and new spiritual
experiences, by your blessings.
 
Keeping you at the center of my life, each day I can feel how your
causeless mercy flows unconditionally in the upkeep of my devotional
service.
 

yasya prasadad bhagavat-prasado
yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto ’pi

dhyayan stuvams tasya yasas tri-sandhyam
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“By the mercy of the spiritual master one receives the benediction of
Krishna. Without the grace of the spiritual master one cannot make any
advancement. Therefore, I should always remember and praise the
spiritual master. At least three times a day I should offer my respectful
obeisances unto the lotus feet of my spiritual master.”
 
Guru Maharaja, I recently listened to one of your lectures (five years ago)
The Meaning of Receiving Dust of Pure Devotees. In the purport you
mentioned that Lord Krishna is the property of His pure, unconditional
devotee, and as such, only the devotee can deliver Krishna to another
devotee. Lord Krishna is never obtainable directly. And in this stage Srila
Praphupada has illustrated this point wonderfully through a little girl



named Saraswati (daughter of Shyamasundar Prabhu and Malati Mataji).
Srila Praphupada was invited by the Chief Justice of the Higher Court at
his home in Madras. He gifted Srila Prabhupada a little silver figurine of
Lord Krishna and different gifts. Srila Praphupada held that little silver
deity in front of Saraswati and said, “Who is this?” “KRISHNA.” Then he
slowly moved the little deity and hid Him behind his back and asked
Saraswati, “Where is Krishna?” The little girl was just looking everywhere
for Krishna, in every room, looking at the different faces of the devotees.
Saraswati was in the mood of transcendental eagerness to find Krishna,
feeling separation from Krishna. Again he asked Saraswati, “Where is
Krishna?” And again she started looking for Krishna everywhere. And
finally her mother, Malati, gave her a hint and said to her, “Who has
Krishna?” Immediately her face lit up and her eyes opened, she said,
“Praphupada has Krishna.” She came running up to Srila Praphupada to
see Krishna.
 
This is a wonderful example, nicely illustrating how we, devotees, should
have this eagerness and anxieties, looking for Lord Krishna.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for such wonderful nectar. I pray for your
long life and good health always.
 
His Holiness Giriraj Swami ki jaya!
 
I love you from the bottom of my heart, dear Gurudeva.
 
Your insignificant daughter,
Jayasri Radhika dasi
 

* * *
 
My dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace from whose heart there is a diffusion of
ecstatic love, which is more glorious than the sunshine. Srila Prabhupada



ki jaya!
 
One whose heart is devoid of pride, whose heart is full of humility, is a
true leader. You, Guru Maharaja, are such an inspirational leader, whose
humility conquers the hearts of the devotees.
 
Turning back the clock to your service as a new GBC and guru for
Mauritius, it was evident that many devotees would eventually take
shelter and diksa from Your Divine Grace. Guru Maharaja, in this
situation, your detachment, purity, and humility, genuine care for others
became very prominent.
 
Humility in the Bhagavad-gita is amanitvam which may be translated as
the “absence of the craving for respect.” That translation befits you so
well, Guru Maharaja. One of the first things you did in that situation
where you could have been the only guru in Mauritius, was invite other
sannyasis and gurus to your zone—Krishna Das Maharaja, Lokanath
Maharaja, Gour Govinda Maharaja, Indradyumna Maharaja, Govinda
Maharaja, Bhakti Charu Maharaja, Bhakti Caitanya Maharaja—and
other senior devotees from South Africa. You wanted the devotees to be
exposed to different gurus and to benefit from as much advanced
association as you could bless them with.
 
Recently Brhad Bhagavata Maharaja quoted his personal example
highlighting this very quality of yours. Maharaja explained that when he
was abandoned by a previous guru, Your Divine Grace made different
arrangements for him to have the association of your godbrothers so that
he could become congenially situated under the shelter of a guru. You
bestowed him with so much care and patience, without any expectation
of return, that it is your qualities that consequently became the most
attractive to him.
 
When your godbrothers would accept your invitations and visit
Mauritius, you would serve them with much sweetness and affection—
and humility. Your dealings with each of them were exemplary. You were
a role model to us, young aspiring devotees. This year, especially, I have



been reminiscing about these sweet exchanges, because the relationship
you shared with His Holiness Bhakti Charu Maharaj while he was Co-
GBC in Mauritius was from another world—the spiritual world. Through
your relationship with Maharaja, you taught us how to serve, honor,
share friendship, and love with our fellow devotee friends.
 
As a manager, you would follow Srila Prabhupada’s example of taking
advice from anyone who gave good suggestions, so you formed an
Advisory Board of professionals to advise on matters pertaining to the
opening of Hare Krishna Land, Phoenix. How expertly you engaged the
intelligentsia of Mauritius—your humility won their hearts, and several
members of the committee subsequently took shelter of Srila Prabhupada.
 
Just as you would include the professionals in decision making where
ISKCON’s public image was concerned, similarly you would consider the
input of all the temple devotees, big and small, in decisions you took
concerning temple affairs.
 
Your humility, when experienced personally, or when related by others,
always had me in awe. True humility is very rare—it is the ornament of a
devotee devoid of false prestige—and thus it makes a devotee very
attractive. You have won many hearts in Mauritius through your
humility, Guru Maharaja.
 
And in other countries also your humility has been noted. Manasi Ganga,
disciple of His Holiness Gopal Krishna Maharaja, was secretary to
Akhandadi Prabhu at Bhaktivedanta Manor for many years. She shared
with me that usually whenever a visiting sannyasi came to the Manor,
they would simply walk into Akhanadadi Prabhu’s office when they
wished to speak to him. But you, she said, were the only one who would
meekly approach her to see if there was a possibility to schedule an
appointment with Akhandadi Prabhu. Your humility and complete lack
of entitlement astounded her, and she was completely charmed by your
unique behaviour.
 
Mother Bala Gopal once told me that your humility had endeared you to



her. She told me how when you visited the Manor, upon seeing her you
paid obeisances before she could even greet you. She also told me that
you were her favorite sannyasi to cook for because you would honor
abundant prasada as though simply to bring delight to your hosts.
 
Pride is at the root of our false ego. It is the deepest anartha of the
conditioned soul, so one who is devoid of pride is most glorious, because it
can be only because he has realized his eternal identity. I fall at your lotus
feet, Guru Maharaja, in awe of your pridelessness, and beg that you cut
away at my pride, as you see fit. I am ready for open-heart surgery.
 
Your servant,
Begging forgiveness for my offenses at your lotus feet,
Karunika dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your
lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.
 
Thank you for accepting me as your aspiring disciple.
 



I am a very fallen soul. I think I am lucky to have you as my spiritual
master because in my heart I always had the desire for you to become my
guru. This human life which I have got will go in vain if you did not
accept me as your aspiring disciple. You mean a lot to me, Guru
Maharaja. I really need your association.
 
When I saw your picture for the first time in your book, Life’s Final
Exam, I cannot describe what happened to me. Seeing your beautiful
smile, something was pulling me towards you. I got lots of realization from
your book, the fear of dying went away during my cancer treatment.
 
Because I know only the Hare Krishna maha-mantra will save us, that was
the only thing I was doing during all my operations and treatment.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, thank you also for coming live on Facebook and
giving us a chance to chant the holy name together.
 
Before ending my offering, I want to share something with you, Guru
Maharaja. Last time at the Zoom meeting, I wished to speak with you, but
I was afraid and unable because I am not so fluent in speaking English.
 
Hope to see you soon in Mauritius, Guru Maharaja, to serve you. Hare
Krishna.
 
Jaya Guru Maharaja.
 
Your aspiring disciple,
Bhaktin Kiran Appayya
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine



 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
mukam karoti vacalam pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande sri-gurum dina-tarinam

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer
of all fallen souls, whose mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers,
and enables the lame to cross mountains.”
 

nama-srestham manum api saci-putram atra svarupam
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim mathurim gosthavatim
radha-kundam giri-varam aho radhika-madhavasam
prapto yasya prathita-krpaya sri-gurum tam nato ’smi

 
“I bow down to the lotus feet of my spiritual master, by whose causeless
mercy I have obtained the supreme holy name, the service of the son of
Sacimata, the association of Srila Svarupa Damodara, Rupa Goswami,
and his elder brother, Sanatana Goswami, the supreme abode of Mathura,
the blissful abode of Vrndavana, the divine Radha Kunda and
Govardhana Hill, and the desire within my heart for loving service to Sri
Radhika and Madhava in Vrndavana.”
 
Our beloved and worshipable Gurudeva, please accept our most humble
and respectful obeisances at the dust of your glorious and divine lotus
feet. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace, unto whom we are
eternally grateful and indebted birth after birth. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada, the savior of the whole world, unto whom we are eternally
grateful and indebted, birth after birth, for without whom we wonder
where we would have loitered in this dark ocean of nescience. All glories
to your most auspicious, glorious, and blessed Sri Vyasa-Puja.
 



Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your Sri Vyasa-puja maha-
mahotsava, we absorb ourselves in glorifying Your Divine Loving Grace.
We very humble offer our respectful obeisances unto all those devotees
who so expertly glorify Your Divine Loving Grace. Being devoid of all
good intelligence, I do hope that these few selected verses will please
Your Divine Loving Grace.
 

sei se parama bandhu, sei pita-mata
sri-krsna-carane yei prema-bhakti-data

sakala janme pita-mata sabe paya
krsna guru nahi mile, bhajaha hiyaya

 
“Under ordinary circumstances one’s own father and mother are
worshipable, but in every species one gets a father and mother. Far rarer
is to get guru and Krishna. The spiritual master can bestow prema-bhakti
to those who have attained his mercy, therefore he is the topmost father,
mother, and friend of everyone.” (Caitanya Mangala, Madhya-khanda)
 

caitanya-lila-amrta-pura, krsna-lila-sukarpura
duhe mili’ haya sumadhurya

sadhu-guru-prasade, taha yei asvade,
sei jane madhuraya pracurya

 
“The pastimes of Sri Caitanya are the abode of nectarean love of
Godhead. They are like thick condensed milk. The pastimes of Sri Krsna
are like camphor. When these are combined they are very sweet. By the
mercy of the guru one can taste that sweetness unlimitedly.” (Cc Madhya
25.277)
 

na dharmam nadharmam sruti-gana-niruktam kila kuru
vraje radha-krsna-pracura-paricaryam iha tanu
saci-sunum nandisvara-pati-sutatve guru-varam

mukunda-prestatve smara param ajasram nanu manah
 
“O mind! Give up all connection with Vedic piety and impiety and
simply serve Radha and Krishna in Vrindavan with all your heart. Know



that Lord Chaitanya, the son of Saci, is Sri Krishna, the son of Nanda
and always remember that Sri Guru is mukunda-prestha, the dearmost
servant of Krishna.” (Manah-Siksa 2, Srila Raghunatha Dasa Goswami)
 
Guru Maharaja, Your Divine Loving Grace once said, “The price that we
have to pay to get Krishna is intense desire.” Therefore, on this most
glorious day of your Vyasa-puja, apart from begging, from the very core of
our heart, for forgiveness for any offense knowingly and unknowingly
committed at your divine lotus feet, we simply beg only this:
 

tvam gopika vrsaraves tanayantike ’si
sevadhikarini guro nija-pada-padme

dasyam pradaya kuru mam vraja-kanane sri-
radhanghri-sevana rase sukhinim sukhabdhau

 
“O beloved spiritual master, you are always in the presence of cowherd
girl Radha, the daughter of King Vrsabhanu. Please award me service at
your lotus feet, which are proprietors of devotional service. Please place
me in the ocean of joy by bestowing upon me happiness in the mellows of
service at the feet of which are proprietors of devotional service Sri
Radha in the groves of Vraja-dhama.”
 
His Divine Loving Grace Srila patita-pavana Srila Giriraj Maharaja ki
jaya!
His Divine Loving Grace Srila Prabhupada, the savior of the whole world
ki jaya!
Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai ki jaya!
Sri Sri Krishna-Balaram ki jaya!
Sri Sri Giriraja Govardhana ki jaya!
Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda ki jaya!
Sri Sri Gandhavika-Giridhari ki jaya!
 
Always begging to remain your faithful servants,
Your most fallen servants,
Krishna-candra dasa, Mother Sarasvati devi dasi, and Madhava-lata dasi
 



* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this auspicious day of
your Vyasa-puja.
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, kindly accept the
following submission at your lotus feet.
 
This is your divine appearance day. On the auspicious occasion of Your
Holiness’ Vyasa-puja, we offer you our most humble homages. Gurudeva’s
Vyasa-puja day is very important for disciples as your appearance in this
material world was actually for our spiritual welfare.
 
Gurudeva, we are still bewildered and are under the modes of material
nature, but your mercy alone is the only hope for us in this material
world. Every day, listening to your lectures, is motivating to conduct
uninterrupted sadhana.
 
All your instructions are very practical and solutions to all our material
problems. By these instructions, we are increasing our faith in
Bhagavatam and on Lord Krishna. Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for being
a perfect example to show us how a perfect devotee should lead life. As
Lord Krishna said in Bhagavad-gita (18.66):
 



sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam saranam vraja
aham tvam sarva-papebhyo

moksayisyami ma sucah
 
“Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall
deliver you from all sinful reactions. Do not fear.”
 
Every day I pray by your mercy and guidance to surrender myself fully to
you and Lord Krishna.
 

* * *
 
2018, 13h15, Houston, nearly forty degrees celsius. Everyone was waiting
under the scorching sun. Every car that passed by made our heart pounce.
And our eyes were eager only to see you. For some, it was a wait of a few
months, whereas for me it is a story of more than twenty-three years.
Finally, the car is there and it’s an emotion merging joy and excitement. I
can’t blink my eyes which brings me back like a child, discovering his
Christmas presents. You were there, Guru Maharaja. I’m struggling to get
noticed, but my efforts have been in vain. And the crux of the stress is
when you swing at my wife, “Oh Jenny, how are you? . . .”
 
Quickly I wondered how it is that you recognized Jenny that you have
never met while you know me since I was two years old . . . still nothing.
 
Indira Radha who was also there, surprised me with a sudden gesture,
“Maharaja, here is Krishna dasa . . .” And with a big smile you said to me,
“Oh, I was looking for the little kid I have known . . .” while showing my
size with your hand (one meter high). I’m so happy, Guru Maharaja, that
you have kept my image as a child as a memory, just as I have kept the
image of a young man, lean, dynamic, and especially with this strict look.
Which brings me back to a great leap when I was five-years-old when I
had the chance to take a ride on your knee since there was no more place
in the car.
 



Or again, when I was a teenager, I used to fight with Govinda Sundaram
to play mrdanga. Believing that we were alone in the temple, our
discussion was very loud. You got out of your room and, in the end, in an
easy way you tactically dispelled this situation. With an amused look, you
asked us for the mrdanga and said, “l will sing and play the mrdanga
myself . . .” It was the very first and last time l got the privilege to see you
playing the mrdanga.
 
I can go on and on with several memories. But it’s also time to point out
that you’ve been a father, a guide, and a pillar of strength to my entire
family. Now I have in mind how you accompanied my father during his
last days. As a protective father you have also assured that my mother is
well surrounded by devotees. I will remain indebted to you, Guru
Maharaja.
 
I cherish all these moments. Years pass, relationships change, but love
remains the same. I would like to take this opportunity to say, “I LOVE
YOU MY DEAR SPIRITUAL FATHER . . .”
 
Your son,
Krishna dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila



Prabhupada!
 
Guru Maharaja, I have been blessed to have known you, and through you,
I have got the blessing of knowing Krishna consciousness. I wish you a
very happy Vyasa-puja!
 
I pray to Krishna that you will have good health so that we can have your
association longer. I wish that you will come to Mauritius soon and give
us your darshan.
 
I wish you again a very happy Vyasa-puja!
 
Your insignificant disciple,
Lalita Sakhi dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
sri-krsna-caitanya prabhu-nityananda

sri-advaita gadadhara srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda
 
Beloved Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Please accept our humble and respectful obeisances at the dust of your
lotus feet. All glories to Your Holiness on the auspicious day of your
Vyasa-puja. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. All glories



to Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga.
 
Dear Maharaja, we wish you a very, very HAPPY VYASA-PUJA 2020.
We are very fortunate to get the opportunity to wish a great Vaishnava
like you a very happy Vyasa-puja, though we are not acquainted with you
in person .
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, just by thinking of your qualities makes our hearts
and minds bow down in reverence unto you. O great soul, may we also be
able to dedicate our lives to the service of His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada with the determination like you have.
 
Being connected is of utmost importance to advance in Krishna
consciousness, and your mercy to get us connected when you are
chanting, through japa sanga, enhances and enlightens us in our spiritual
practice. May maya spare us and may we get the mercy to take the
maximum benefit of the association through japa sanga.
 

ohe! vaisnaba thakura, doyara sagara,
e dase koruna kori’ diya pada-chaya,
sodho he amaya, tomara carana dhori
krishna se tomara, krishna dite paro

 
What I am realizing is that only by the mercy of a pure devotee can one
advance in Krishna consciousness, and not by one’s own efforts or
speculation.
 
Dear Maharaja, please forgive me if I have committed offenses at the dust
of your lotus feet, and if there are errors or mistakes in my offering.
 
Again, we wish you a very, very HAPPY VYASA-PUJA 2020. We pray
to Lord Krishna and Lord Balarama for your well-being and good health.
 
Your most fallen and unworthy servants,
Bhaktin Leela Preetee, Krishna Smrti dasa, and Bhakta Pushkar
Gauranga



* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble prostrated obeisances at the dust of your lotus
feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, when Lord Krishna planned to make His earthly
pastimes five thousand years ago, He arranged for demigods to take birth
at the places where He would enact His pastimes. Similarly, Srila
Prabhupada descended on this planet as a great general, and he arranged
for a team of his intimate and powerful associates to take birth in
different regions of the earth. The whole plan is to satisfy the desire of
Lord Gauranga to reclaim the fallen conditioned souls of Kali-yuga.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, you have descended here to fulfill this plan to
distribute Lord Gauranga’s mercy without distinction of qualifications. I
feel so grateful to you for having included me as one of the objects of
mercy in this large plan. I have been rotating in the cycle of birth and
death for time immemorial, and now I have hope that I can be saved if I
am able to surrender to your causeless mercy.
 
One of the verses in the Sri Gurvastakam composed by Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura states:
 

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatwam



praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy.
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual
master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing
fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.”
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja, you are continuously pouring your mercy on us
in various forms, especially by giving us your wonderful association
through your daily japa and sharing of quotes, your realizations, and
lectures. But somehow I am not able to fully dedicate myself in taking full
benefit of such mercy. I feel the pressure of the passing of time and I wish
that I can take full shelter of your mercy before I take my last breath.
 
On the occasion of your Vyasa-puja, kindly give me your mercy so that I
can accomplish this desire.
 
Your servant of your servants,
Madan Gopal dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dear Gurudeva,
 
Please accept my dandavat-pranamas at your carana-kamala.
 
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to your Vyasa-puja
mahotsava. All glories to jagat-guru Srila Prabhupada.
 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavati akincana
savair gunais tatra samaste surah



 
“All the demigods and their exalted qualities become manifest in the
body of one who has developed unalloyed devotional service to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva.”
 
So, there is no doubt that all those good qualities are found in you too,
because you are a very exalted devotee. The most prominent quality in
you is “simplicity.” You once got confused about this quality. It goes back
to when you were struggling hard to get that plot of land for the Juhu
Bombay Project, which was so dear to Srila Prabhupada. So you got
cheated by the landlord. One of your godbrothers reported to Srila
Prabhupada how you were bluffed by that person. By doing so, he
expected you to be reprimanded. But Srila Prabhupada said, “What can
be done, Giriraja is simple.” This remark of Srila Prabhupada stayed in
your mind, “Giriraj is simple.” You considered your simplicity a fault, a
disqualification, and you were not so happy.
 
Some months later, while reading Krsna Book to Srila Prabhupada during
his daily morning walk on Juhu beach, you came to a chapter where
Nanda Maharaja also had been described as being simple. You were
greatly surprised. How is it? An exalted devotee of the Lord, a great sage,
has a disqualification of being simple. So you asked Srila Prabhupada,
“Simplicity is not considered a bad quality?”
 
Srila Prabhupada replied, “No. Simplicity is good for one person where it
is not good for another. It depends on one’s position. Nanda Maharaja,
being vaisya, an agriculturist, living in a village dealing with laborers and
cowherd men, being simple is all right for him. But Vasudeva, being a
member of the royal order, who has to deal with kings, with politics, with
diplomats, being simple is not good for him.” Srila Prabhupada’s deep and
intelligent answer washed away your doubt and confusion about
simplicity. So you were again happy and enchanted to be simple.
 
So Gurudeva, please shower a few drops of mercy and bless us so that we
can be a bit “simple.”
 



Simple but wonderful Giriraj Swami ki jaya! Giriraja Swami Maharaja
Vyasa-puja mahotsava ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
 
The servant of your servants,
Mahajana dasa and Gokooleshwari dasi
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories
to your Vyasa-puja celebration.
 
Today, as I sit to write your Vyasa-puja offering, I am thinking of my late
husband, Srivas Thakur Prabhu. I came to know about Krishna
consciousness through him. He introduced me to you. My English is not
so good and he helped me a lot to understand the philosophy of Krishna
consciousness.
 
His last desire before he passed away was to witness my initiation by you,
Guru Maharaja. You have been very kind and fulfilled that desire
through Skype. You were in Sri Vrindavan dhama and were giving
initiation. I could not come since Srivas Thakur Prabhu was very sick,
and you made an exception and gave me initiation.
 
One thing that I always remember is what you wrote about him when you
learned he passed away. We framed the message and fixed it on the wall.
Everyday we look at it and think of you. How merciful and caring you
are, Guru Maharaja.
 
Although I do not have such a personal relationship with you, and have
not had so much of your personal association, please know that I think of
you within my heart. My love for you is from my heart, although I cannot
express it in so many words, and I am not able to speak English so well.
 



Thank you for everything that you are doing for us, and I wish you a very
happy Vyasa-puja.
 
Your servant,
Malini devi dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus
feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to your Vyasa-puja celebrations.
 
We are indeed very fortunate to have this opportunity to once again
glorify Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious occasion.
 
Guru Maharaj, we feel very inadequate to glorify an exalted devotee of
the Lord as Your Divine Grace. As Dhruva Maharaja received the
audience of the Supreme Lord, although wanting to offer appropriate
prayers, he was perplexed, and therefore unable to do so due to
inexperience.
 
“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, out of His causeless mercy,
touched His conchshell to the forehead of Dhruva Maharaja, who stood
before Him with folded hands. At that time Dhruva Maharaja became
perfectly aware of the Vedic conclusion and understood the Absolute
Truth and his relationships with all the living entities.” (SB 4.9.4-5)
 
Guru Maharaja, we therefore beg for your own causeless mercy to be able



to say a few words in glorification of Your Divine Grace.
 
“The nectar of your words and description of your activities are the life
and soul of those suffering in this material world. These narrations,
transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s sinful reactions and bestow
good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast
all over the world and are filled with spiritual power. Certainly those who
spread the message of Godhead are most munificent.” (SB 10.31.9)
 
Srila Prabhupada created a society to love and serve God, and more so, to
serve the servants of God. Srila Prabhupada states, “The spiritual master
is never without his followers, so to serve the spiritual master also means
to be the servant of his disciples.”
 
Guru Maharaja, you perfectly exemplify this instruction of your Guru
Maharaja. Not only do you wholeheartedly and with all humility serve
the disciples of Srila Prabhupada, but even the granddisciples. In fact,
anyone who comes in contact with Your Divine Grace is completely
mesmerized by your love and care for one and all. Many devotees feel
completely sheltered and secure under the shade of your lotus feet. One
devotee told a story about how one time Your Divine Grace, while on
your way to somewhere, noticed a dying squirrel on the road. You had the
driver stop the car and you went by the side of the animal. You did not
see it as an animal, but as a spirit soul, and you constantly chanted until
the squirrel left it’s body, for probably at least an hour. This is your
spiritual vision and your compassion.
 
Guru Maharaja, another very exemplary attribute of Your Divine Grace
is your dedication and unflinching faith unto Srila Prabhupada.
 
From the very first days, we see how Your Divine Grace took the
instructions and desires of Srila Prabhupada to heart, readily accepting
many trials and tribulations all the while. The struggle to establish the
Juhu temple and install Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari is well known to
everyone. Pleasing Srila Prabhupada has always been your innermost
desire and happiness.



 
Guru Maharaja, today we beg at your lotus feet for your mercy so that we
may imbibe a drop of your qualities, as mentioned by Your Divine Grace
in the preface of your book, Many Moons; “We develop the qualities of
those we serve, and by serving great souls, mahatmas, we become great.”
 
Aspiring to become a speck of dust at your lotus feet.
 
Your insignificant servants,
Man Mohan dasa, Draupadi dasi, Gaura Gopal and Gaura Govinda
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraj-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
jaya sri-krsna-caitanya prabhu-nityananda

sri-advaita gadadhara srivasadi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda
 

hare krsna hare krsna, krsna krsna hare hare
hare rama hare rama, rama rama hare hare

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
On this most auspicious Vyasa-puja day, I beg to offer my most humble
obeisance at your divine lotus feet.
 
Indeed, we are very fortunate to get the opportunity to glorify you, as the
dust from the lotus feet of pure devotees is conducive to devotional
service.



 
Ever since I have known you, you have manifested all the qualities of an
ideal Vaishnava acharya. In all your lectures that I have heard, your
thoughts, words, and examples were based on the shastras and on the
teachings of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. Despite having so many
disciples, and being a seniormost disciple of Srila Prabhupada, you have
always remained a humble and extremely enthusiastic devotee of the
Supreme Lord Krishna.
 
Guru Maharaja, by your mercy, we know the value of this human life; by
your mercy, we taste the nectar of spiritual life; and by your mercy, we
will escape from the blazing fire of material existence. I am mesmerized by
your sparkling personality. Even old age and this era of pandemic that
the human civilization is facing, did not slow down your preaching
program and other social engagements. Needless to say, your books have
guided thousands who have lost the path. Your determination to preach
and the struggle in those early days of the acquisition of the plot of land
in Juhu is really very commendable.
 
Guru Maharaja, even though we never met Srila Prabhupada personally,
but through your divine association, we could get a glimpse of his
personality. As I recall the famous quote, “He lives forever by his divine
instructions and his follower lives with him.”
 
I would also seize this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude and
heartfelt thanks to you, Gurudeva, for being my guide and inspiration in
times of despair.
 
One of the most important aspects of your preaching is devotee care. You
have encouraged devotees to connect through the Mitra Sanga, to
redefine how to inspire devotees to actually experience Krishna
consciousness in a tangible way, where they see Krishna consciousness
solving their real life problem of their life, and giving them a tangible
enlivenment experience. And when this happens, more devotees will
automatically embrace Krishna consciousness more seriously, with more
commitment, and then they will feel inspired to share Krishna



consciousness with others.
 
On this auspicious day, I beg for your causeless mercy so that I may be a
tiny instrument in assisting in Lord Chaitanya’s sankirtana movement,
which is the only inspiration for suffering humanity.
 
On this momentous occasion, I would like to pray at your lotus feet, and
beg again and again for your mercy, and also for strength to progress into
our future endeavors, to engage in your service, and also in the service to
the Vaishnavas, as it is itself the supreme perfection and the root of the
tender creeper of divine love.
 
From your insignificant servant,
Mathuresh dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda.
 
Guru Maharaja, I just want to let you know that I am very happy to be
your disciple. I have very happy memories of my initiation from you in
Sri Vrindavan dhama. It was such a unique experience to be in your holy
association in such a holy place. Oftentimes I think how I was chanting
japa with you in the evening along with all the assembled devotees. We
also did some cleaning seva. That little association we got from you meant
a lot to me. I hanker for more of such association. Lord Krishna willing, I
pray that I can see you again.
 
My health has not been good lately. My feet give me problems. Please



keep me in your prayers so that I can progress in my spiritual life.
 
I am very thankful to Mataji Sukanti and Prabhu Rancor for connecting
me with you.
 
Every day I pray for your good health and well being. May Lord
Nrsimhadeva always give you protection.
 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I pray for your mercy.
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your eternal servant,
Mukhara dasi
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Wishing you a blissful celebration on this glorious occasion. We pray we
shall celebrate many such glorious occasions, especially this memorial
year when your book is to be launched.
 
Thanking you for your mercy.
 
Love,
Murari Gupta dasa
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Dandavat-pranamas.
 
We hereby convey to you our best wishes for your Vyasa-puja for this



year 2020. As time passes, we get more and more transcendental
experiences in our practice of sadhana-bhakti, and we realise how
fortunate we are to be your disciples.
 
Please always keep your merciful glance upon us so that we may receive
more and more nectar in Krishna consciousness.
 
Guru Maharaja ki jaya! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!
 
Hare Krishna.
Your humble servants,
Nanda gopa dasa, Nanda Patni dasi and family
 

* * *
 
My very dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, out of your causeless mercy, you gave me shelter at your
lotus feet, though I’m not qualified at all. Your glories are boundless. You
are sweetness personified. You are so loving, caring, affectionate,
compassionate, and you have so many endless transcendental qualities.
 
You are unable to live for a moment without Krishna consciousness; you
think of Krishna twenty-four hours a day. You are always engaged in
devotional service by hearing, chanting, remembering, offering prayers,
worshipping, serving the lotus feet of the Lord, rendering other services,
and surrendering fully to the Lord.
 
On this very auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I am praying and begging
you, Guru Maharaja, to always let me stay at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
Praying to always remain your menial servant,
Nayana Manjari dasi



 
* * *

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
On the auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, this fallen insignificant
aspiring disciple of yours is trying to say a few words in your glorification.
 
O Guru Maharaja, you are the embodiment of mercy. You have selflessly
dedicated your whole life to preach the philosophy of Krishna
consciousness to save fallen souls from this dark material world for the
pleasure of your beloved Srila Prabhupada by opening the doors to the
spiritual worlds. It is only by your mercy that you connect so many souls
to this bona fide parampara, which is the most precious gift that one can
receive.
 
As fallen as I am, O Guru Maharaja, I always desire and beg to get one
drop of your mercy at the dust of your lotus feet on this auspicious
occasion, so that I can become more serious on the path of bhakti.
 
Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your insignificant aspiring disciple,
Pranit Sharma Baboololl (Amit)



 
* * *

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda Who are so dear to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, savior of the whole world.
 
Today is a very auspicious day as you are sent by Lord Krishna to this
material world to deliver fallen souls, and I am one of the lowest souls you
have so mercifully accepted to deliver.
 
That day, during a session of question and answers at the temple, you
took all your time to answer my questions and clear my doubts. That day
is the day that changed my life forever, and I am very indebted to you.
Your answers are very simple, but they are deep and completely satisfy
the person who is asking the question.
 
Then, one day, during questions and answers at a program at the
University of Mauritius, someone asked a question about the existence of
God, because man was now creating test tube babies, and Your Divine
Grace answered: “The ingredients are there. It’s just like baking a cake.
So there’s nothing extraordinary. They can’t fabricate the ingredients.
So, Krishna is the manufacturer of everything.” So simple. In one phrase,
one analogy, you explained everything so nicely and clearly. Your
inspiration is very special, Guru Maharaja!
 
I adore your classes and the way you look at others, your speech, your
pace of walking, your sweetness, your seriousness. All these are from
another world. And proof to me that you are from another world is the
way you managed problems when you were temple president at Juhu. You



would ask those who had problems to come and see you on Mondays
because you knew that on Sunday the hari-nama-sankirtana in the
temple would solve most of the problems. Such a simple transcendental
technique!
 
I wish that the vision of your lotus feet that mercifully appeared in my
dream twenty-three years ago will always be present in my mind. I beg
your mercy upon me so that I can chant my rounds well and never stop
chanting.
 
Your insignificant inspiring servant,
Bhaktin Prima Beeharry
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, a couple of days earlier, I was thinking about how
Srila Prabhupada’s name Abhay was so apt for him. I remember the
pastimes of Srila Prabhupada on how he went to that place inhabited by a
ghost, alone at night, and made that ghost listen to maha-mantra, and
freed him of his condition as a ghost.
 
Srila Prabhupada was really beyond imagination in every respect, and



Your Divine Grace lived with such a great personality and served him
wholeheartedly, with complete surrender and foregoing all your
possessions and family members. So Guru Maharaja, you are very special.
 
Srila Prabhupada always used to say that his Guru Maharaja
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja sent to him all the sincere
young boys and girls to help him in his mission, so Guru Maharaja, you
are very special for being selected by His Divine Grace Srila
Prabhupada’s beloved spiritual master Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami Maharaja.
 
And now, Guru Maharaja, you are writing so many books such as Many
Moons, Watering the Seed and Life’s Final Exam, which give very deep
and profound knowledge, which make us really realize how we must be
serious in our spiritual life. So Guru Maharaja, your service of writing is
very special.
 
Guru Maharaja, I seize this wonderful moment of your divine appearance,
your Vyasa-puja celebration to tell you that you are very special.
 
Happy birthday, Guru Maharaja. I love you and pray that I go on loving
you more and more, because you are very special.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Priya Sakhi dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories
to Your Divine Grace! All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to your
auspicious appearance day!



 
I lack adequate eloquence to glorify your wonderful activities.
 
Throughout the year, year after year, you are spreading the mission of Sri
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu throughout the world. You are fighting like a
warrior against the onslaught of materialism in the hearts of unfortunate
souls of this age.
 
I wonder how much personal inconveniences you tolerate for the
pleasure of your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada. By following the
footsteps of your spiritual master, you teach others how to perform
devotional service.
 
“Whenever an acharya comes, following the superior orders of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead or His representative, he establishes the
principles of religion, as enunciated in Bhagavad-gita. Religion means
abiding by the orders of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Religious
principles begin from the time one surrenders to the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. It is the acharya’s duty is to spread a bona fide religious
system and induce everyone to bow down before the Supreme Lord.” (SB
4.28.48 purport.)
 
The meaning of the above purport is evident in your life and activities.
As your pranama-mantra says, you demonstrate expertise in acara and
pracara of the devotional service unto Sri Sri Radha and Krishna.
 
I am fortunate that you have given me shelter at your lotus feet, despite
all my disqualifications. You are concerned about each and every step in
my life; you are an ocean of mercy. You give me the opportunity to do
devotional service guided by your disciples.
 
You give me so much of your time, guidance, and care, always making
sure that I understand the philosophy of Krishna consciousness properly.
Thank you, Gurudeva, for picking me up and showing me there is
something higher than temporary material, so-called pleasure. I am
forever indebted to you, Guru Maharaja.



 
Krishna says in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.80.34.), “I, the soul of all beings,
am not as satisfied by ritual worship, brahminical initiation, penances or
self-discipline as I am by faithful service rendered to one’s spiritual
master.”
 
How dear you must be to Krishna for your faithful service to Srila
Prabhupada. You are always absorbed in your service to your spiritual
master, setting such an exalted example for all your disciples to follow.
 

ekaki amara, nahi paya bala, hari-nama-sankirtane
tumi krpa kori’, sraddha-bindu diya, deho’ krsna-nama-dhane

 
“Alone, I do not find the strength to chant the holy name of Hari. Please
be merciful and, blessing me with a drop of faith, bestow on me the great
treasure of the holy name of Krishna.”
 

krsna se tomara, krsna dite paro, tomara sakati ache
ami to’ kangala, ‘krsna ‘krsna ‘boli’, dhai tava pache pache

 
“Krishna is yours, and you can give Him to me, for such is your power.
This wretch is simply running behind you, crying out, “Krishna Krishna.”
 
As my Divine Master, you are my only shelter!!!!
 
Words cannot express the deepest gratitude I feel for being a recipient of
your causeless mercy. Under the dark veil of ignorance, I was rotting in
material life, becoming increasingly more degraded.
 
Through your causeless mercy, your deepest compassion for the fallen
souls of Kali-yuga, you lifted that dark veil, and revealed the light of
transcendental knowledge.
 
Whatever little service I perform is completely dependent on your mercy.
You acknowledge, appreciate, and correct, if required, even for small
services that I carry forward.



 
I am unable to reciprocate with your compassion on me. So, I beg for
strength to carry forward your instruction with full heart, faith, and
dedication.
 
I love you, my Guru Maharaja, my father, and hope so much to see you
soon.
 
All glories unto you! All glories unto you! All glories unto you!
 
Your fallen servant,
Bhaktin Puja Dewoo
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine feet.
All glories to your most auspicious appearance in this material world.
 

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatwam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-charanaravindam

 
This material world is full of miseries which gives us tremendous painful
suffering. We are looking for happiness and that happiness we are getting
now is only sense gratification, and that is our madness. Hence this sense
gratification in this material world is never able to satisfy the soul. The
heart and soul are thirsty, but this material world is like a desert. Guru
Maharaja, without your mercy we cannot find anything here.
 
Guru Maharaja, in order to get Lord Krishna’s mercy, we need Srimati



Radharani’s mercy. To get Radharani’s mercy, we need the mercy of the
Six Goswamis who are the confidential servants of Srimati Radharani,
and the mercy of the Six Goswamis can be obtained through Lord
Nityananda. Lord Nityananda’s mercy cannot be obtained without the
mercy of the spiritual master who is also the representative of Lord
Nityananda. So therefore, it is quite natural that the representative of
the Lord who engages us in his service should also be glorified as the Lord
himself. Our imperfect words and insincere devotion is not sufficient to
properly glorify Your Divine Grace. And also the pure devotee of the
Lord and the Lord Himself are nondifferent, and hence it is very blissful
to chant the names of the holy devotee. Actually this is the perfect
process.
 
While Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates were distributing love
of Godhead, they did not consider who was a fit candidate and who was
not. In the same way, Your Divine Grace has given us mercy without any
discrimination, in the form of your transcendental association, which we
are getting, especially in our Mitra Sanga. Actually Guru Maharaja, we
are very fortunate that among so many fallen souls, we are being
protected and being taken care of by Your Divine Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, your pridelessness and tolerance cannot be compared.
You always forgive those who are offensive. In one of your lectures, you
say that the qualification to get mercy is to be fallen. Therefore Guru
Maharaja, I am a very fallen soul, please kindly bestow your merciful
glance upon me, because I have no good qualification.
 
Your unworthy daughter,
Radha-Golokananda dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,



 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this blessed event of your appearance day, I am thinking of what to
write. I am remembering how I had to choose a spiritual master. That
time, I think it was in 1996, there were so many visiting gurus in
Mauritius. I had to make up my mind. Around that time, Krishna
Janmashtami was approaching, and I was attending your Srimad-
Bhagavatam classes, and after class, there were kirtans going in the
temple room at that time.
 
In one of those kirtans, the devotees formed a long processing line, taking
the form of a train. We were all holding on each other’s shoulders. We
were just in bliss getting together and dancing. At one point I turned
back to check who was holding my shoulder. To my surprise, I saw you,
Guru Maharaja. It was such an important moment in my life as if Krishna
was answering my question. At that particular moment, I chose you as my
spiritual master, Guru Maharaja.
 
In 2009, we came to Durban, South Africa, to get your association. That
time you were very kind by giving me my second initiation. I remember
telling you that we were constructing our new house and was planning to
install our own deities, and I was seeking your permission. You asked me
what would be the standard that I will set, and you asked me to answer
you later when I returned to Mauritius. Then later, 2010, I was listening
to the lecture you gave in Bombay about deity worship for grhasthas in
particular, in which I got all my answers. All of my questions were
answered. That time you were emphasizing how our main deity worship
should be the installed Deities in the temples. It is better to have pictures
in our home and put more emphasis on preaching, chanting, and reading.
I followed your instructions, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are so compassionate and caring. Even though you
have so many responsibilities, you always find time for us by replying to
our emails. I find this really amazing, Guru Maharaja.



 
Guru Maharaja, my only wish is to have my consciousness purified by the
words emanating from your lotus mouth. Attachment to your lotus feet is
the best means of spiritual advancement.
 
On this very special day of yours, Guru Maharaja, I pray to Lord
Nrsimhadeva for your health and to protect you in every direction. I pray
to you to continue to shower your mercy upon this most fallen disciple of
yours, and to give me strength to bear all trials and troubles, and free me
from all desires for personal honor, and invest me with the power to
properly honor all living beings. Only then will I be able to chant the
holy name in great ecstasy and all my offenses will cease.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am very grateful to have you in my life,
Your eternal servant,
Radhika Ramana dasa
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to your most auspicious Vyasa-puja. All glories to Your Divine
Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to express
my heartfelt gratitude for your love and causeless mercy you bestowed
upon me.
 
My desire was fulfilled.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, since long I wanted to do some service as a menial
servant, but I didn’t get that opportunity. When you were in Mauritius
for so many years, I was just a young boy and I was busy with so many
other services. Maybe I also didn’t express it. I remember I was very
nervous when I was to do some personal service due to lack of experience.



I was also aware of the fact that one should be very qualified to be such a
servant and I wasn’t.
 
It wasn’t that difficult to get my visa. But the moment I got the
opportunity to come to America, somehow or other by your causeless
mercy, I came to your ashram. Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for
welcoming this servant of yours so nicely all along my stay. By your
mercy, I was under the thorough guidance of Mother Kunti throughout
my journey of service to you, being so caring and helpful to me.
 
I got so many opportunities in your ashram. At that time, although I was
fifty years old, the feeling I got was that of my Guru Maharaj’s ashram as
in gurukula, and that I was supposed to do anything for your pleasure. I
gave my best in doing everything necessary including sometimes being
imperfect too. Thank you so much for bearing with me. Although I did
some insignificant service, Guru Maharaja, you, being the epitome of
mercy, appreciated it all.
 
Once you told me to see if I can unblock the sink, so I tried and
succeeded. You were very happy and sent me a message that it was nicely
done. Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for your words of
encouragement.
 
In the beginning I committed a great blunder. I cooked oats for your
breakfast. After you took it, you were not happy. It was uncooked so you
did not eat. I was extremely worried. On that day I got special mercy of
chastisement. I was shattered and one evening I begged for forgiveness
crying a lot at your lotus feet.
 
Guru Maharaja, you encouraged me and consoled me like a loving father.
Thank you so much again for caring for me emotionally.
 
Followed by another day of mercy, His Grace Shyamasundar Prabhu
visited. He spent one night and I got the chance to give a dear devotee of
Srila Prabhupada a massage. He blessed me as he was pleased and he
gifted me his book, Chasing Rhinos with the Swami. I got his mercy, by



your grace. Guru Maharaja, on that day when Shyamasundar Prabhu left,
I was alone doing everything as there was no one else around. Then,
when you came for prasada, with a smile on your face, you told me, “One
man show.” Those three words from you were sharp like the Sudarsana,
destroying the negative side of cooking alone.
 
One night, after a house program, you were sitting with some devotees
and taking prasada. While going out of the house, I walked into the
closed transparent door. It was indeed a hilarious moment and everyone
laughed, and Guru Maharaja, you exclaimed, “Welcome to the USA.”
That made everyone laugh, including me. Thank you, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, one day you gave me some sweaters and shawls, telling
me I could take it along with me as a gift. And I said I will take whatever
you’re giving, even if I have to pay excess luggage.
 
Thank you for being so generous, for having a heart of gold. Also, I know
from the core of my heart that I’m not qualified. I was blessed even
further with your matchless gift which I’m forever grateful for.
 
Thank you again.
 
In so many ways you showered your mercy upon me, Guru Maharaja.
 
Guru Maharaja, nothing can beat the motherly attitude you have towards
us, fallen souls; I remember well how you would care, like a mother,
asking whether I had enough warm clothes, or just a warm environment.
The warmth of your words kept me away from cold.
 
Mother Kunti told me that you were very happy with the services I did,
like washing the gate.
 
Thank you very much for being pleased with whatever little service I did;
that was the perfection of my stay in your ashram.
 
The time I spent in Dallas was unimaginably beautiful for me. I was not



expecting such an ecstatic moment in my life. We would attend kirtan.
You would ask if I had taken prasada. The temple was so packed that we
could not enter from the main door. So we had to enter from the deity
back-up room into the temple. And it was written there, “Only pujaris
allowed.” So when I asked you, all you said was, “Just follow me.” That’s
what I am supposed to do my whole life, to follow your footsteps, to serve
your holy feet. Thank you very much.
 
I humbly requested you to provide me with some maha-prasada to take to
Mauritius and you agreed to bite it.
 
I even humbly requested you to take a photo with me, with your
transcendental smile, and you never said no to any of my requests.
 
That one last night you took your night snack at around two o’clock in
the morning. And then it was my first and last massage I gave. The alarm
rang at 2:30 in the morning and I had to leave around 4:30 for the
airport.
 
That was an unforgettable moment of my life. I don’t know how I will be
able to repay my debt.
 
Guru Maharaja, I hope one day I will render some more personal service
in your ashram.
 
Your fallen servant,
Raghunath dasa
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 



namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace on the
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
I am not qualified to glorify you, but still I will try. You have been always
merciful to us in every way. You have always been trying to propagate the
mission of the Krishna consciousness movement. You are always there
with your sweet smile.
 
Without your help and mercy, I will not be able to progress in my
spiritual life. Please Guru Maharaja, bless me so that I can become more
serious in my spiritual life.
 
Thank you for everything and always guiding us in the right path so that
we can become freed from the material world.
 
Your most fallen aspiring servant,
Rajeshwaree Baboololl (Reema)
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
To me, the following verses from Sri Caitanya-caritamrta refer to you:
 

apane acare keha, na kare pracara
pracara karena keha, na karena acara

 



“Some behave very well but do not preach the cult of Krishna
consciousness, whereas others preach but do not behave properly.”
(Antya 4.102)
 

‘acara’, ‘pracara’, — namera karaha ‘dui’ karya
tumi — sarva-guru, tumi jagatera arya

 
“You simultaneously perform both duties in relation to the holy name by
your personal behaviour and by your preaching. Therefore, you are the
spiritual master of the entire world, for you are the most advanced
devotee in the world.” (Cc. Antya 4.103).
 
In the purport to the above verse, Srila Prabhupada writes, “Sanatana
Gosvami clearly defines herein the bona fide spiritual master of the
world. The qualifications expressed in this connection are that one must
act accordingly to the scriptural injunctions and at the same time preach.
One who does so is a bona fide spiritual master. Similarly, the members of
the Krishna consciousness movement chant a minimum of sixteen rounds
a day, which can be done without difficulty, and at the same time they
preach the cult of Caitanya Mahaprabhu according to the gospel of
Bhagavad-gita As It Is. One who does so is quite fit to become a spiritual
master for the entire world.”
 
With reference to the above verses, Guru Maharaja, I would boldly say
that you are a perfect bona fide spiritual master, both by your personal
behavior and by your preaching. One can behave properly only when he
has good qualities, and one can achieve good qualities only when one has
developed unalloyed devotion to the Lord. Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.18.12)
confirms:
 

yasyasti bhaktir bhagavaty akincana
sarvair gunais tatra samasate surah
harav abhaktasya kuto mahad-guna

manorathenasati dhavato bahih
 
“All the demigods and their exalted qualities, such as religion, knowledge,



and renunciation, become manifest in the body of one who has developed
unalloyed devotion for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva.
On the other hand, a person devoid of devotional service and engaged in
material activities has no good qualities. Even if he is adept at the
practice of mystic yoga or the honest endeavor of maintaining his family
and relatives, he must be driven by his own mental speculations and must
engage in the service of the Lord’s external energy. How can there be any
good qualities in such a man?”
 
Guru Maharaja, by the grace of Srila Prabhupada you have developed
unalloyed devotion for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
therefore have all good qualities; otherwise how is this possible? You
attain the grace of Srila Prabhupada simply by following his instructions.
The purport of the above verse expresses the qualification of a bona fide
spiritual master: one must act according to the scriptural injunctions and
at the same time preach.
 
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions are in fact scriptural injunctions and
preaching and in line with our acharyas instructions—jive doya, krsna
nama, sarva dharma sar.
 
Srila Prabhupada was pleased when you chose Bombay to serve, and later
he encouraged you to return to do service in Bombay, in his words
—“Back home, back to Bombay.” And as you mentioned in your book,
Srila Prabhupada was indicating that your going back to serve in Bombay
meant your going back to Godhead. Once, Srila Prabhupada was not
pleased when you came to Vrindavan for even a few days, leaving
Bombay.
 
We can see how difficult it was to serve in Bombay, but you were
successful because you followed Srila Prabhupada’s instructions, you
wanted to please him, and also because of your good qualities.
 
Srila Prabhupada often attributed his success to his following the verse,
trnad api sunicena. The same applies to you, as well, Guru Maharaja, and
today we have a book on the success of Juhu temple. Personally, I



consider your books to be the 13th Canto of Srimad-Bhagavatam. Your
books have made you today the spiritual master of the whole world.
 
Guru Maharaja, taking this opportunity, I wish to thank you particularly
for the following: Your care, which is my protection and security;
 
Your encouragement, which is my nourishment and strength;
Your chastisement, which is my purification and treasure;
Your love, which is my living and eternally binding force;
Your mercy, which is my sustenance and growth;
Your prayers, which is my answer and guide;
Your books, which are my eternal companions;
Your spreading Krishna consciousness, which saves me, and
Your connecting me to Srila Prabhupada, who made my life blossom.
 
Guru Maharaja, since I don’t have unalloyed devotion to the Lord, I
don’t have all good qualities. But I have no doubt that simply by following
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions, through you, especially chanting Hare
Krishna and preaching Hare Krishna, I will attain the good qualities of a
devotee. Please bless me that wherever I move—or stay—I can always be
a useful instrument in service to Srila Prabhupada and his devotees.
 
Thank you very much. Hare Krishna.
 
Your enthusiastic servants,
Ramachandra dasa, Bhava Bhakti devi dasi Radha, and Lava Kusa
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your divine lotus feet.
 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your auspicious appearance
day.
 



tomara hrdoye sada govinda-visram
govinda kohena-mora vaisnava paran

 
“O Vaishnava, Krishna resides in your heart which is like Vrindavan, the
eternal abode of Govinda. He resides there very blissfully and peacefully.
He never leaves your heart.” (Srila Narottama dasa Thakura)
 
O Guru Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your Vyas-puja, we pray
for your good health. We also pray that you always give us shelter at your
dust of lotus feet.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your menial servants,
Sanatana Dharma dasa, Ananga Manjari devi dasi, and Gangadevi dasi
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine
Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I came across an article in The South African Journal of Natural Medicine
(Oct 2010, Issue 64) by Valerie Shayne, where she speaks about viewing
one’s journey in life as an ‘Ndoro’ which is a spiral shape that can be
found on marine molluscs or snails. Artifacts containing such a spiritual
symbol are considered very valuable and precious amongst some African
tribes as these represent the never-ending cycle of life.
 
She explains that in any endeavor one begins at the center of any process
—a new life, a new relationship, a new creative project—and then
gradually works one’s way around. She argues that rather than viewing
life as a linear concept that moves in a straight line from point A to B,
one’s life should be conceptualized within a spiral path that holds both
joyful laughter and sorrowful tears, as times of watching, learning, loving,
and waiting unfurl.



 
Each point on the path takes one further, but also brings one back
around, close to those lessons and experiences of earlier times. In life, the
lessons and experiences of earlier times return to us, and as they do, we
find ourselves having matured and grown. When one views one’s life
journey in a spiral formation, one focuses more on the relationship than
on the outcome. It also instills qualities such a patience and mindful
presence, and instead of waiting for the end result, each moment on the
path is valued.
 
Reading this article made me think of my relationship with you, Guru
Maharaja, and the holy names. It has not always been an easy journey
because I have so many conditionings and shortcomings. There are times
when everything seems to be going well and I feel very enlivened.
However, there are often times when I’m dealing with hardcore stuff, be
it from my own anarthas or external circumstances. But, despite all this,
you have been very patient and kind to me.
 
I remember having a dream where you took my hand and in a one-on-one
session went through parts of the Nectar of Devotion, page by page,
explaining concepts ever so delicately with me. I believe I had this dream
because you have given me time and have shown so much patience,
understanding, and compassion, despite the fact that I am a slow learner.
Also, some years ago, when we were in Vrindavan, I could not attend all
your classes when you were giving courses, because of my bad health at
that time. I felt that I had missed so much. However, ever since, I have
been listening to your recordings on the subject matter. Although not by
your physical presence, but rather through transcendental sound, I have
been receiving your association in a very personal way. Hearing from you,
I feel that I have grown under your guidance.
 
So, from the first time we met, and from the time you gave me my beads,
it is not that I have been moving in a straight line from point A to B, but
rather, it has been a journey of a ‘Ndoro’, one of a relationship deepening
and maturing.
 



On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to say thank
you for your love, patience, kindness, and understanding. We hope that
we can impart this on others.
 
Your most fallen servant,
Srimati dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Sri Sri Radha-Golokananda! All glories to Sri Sri Panca
Tattva! All glories to our savior Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your
Divine Grace.
 
On this auspicious day of your appearance, I, including my mother and
my family, would like to take this opportunity to humbly submit a few
words of glorification in the dust of your lotus feet.
 

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka-
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh sri-caranaravindam

 
“The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy.
Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual
master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing
fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities.”
 

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija



 
“One can achieve the seed of bhakti-lata, devotional service, by the mercy
of guru and Krishna.” (Cc Madhya 19.151)
 
By the grace of our spiritual master, one is very fortunate to reach one’s
ultimate destination—back to Godhead, our eternal home. Lord Krishna
is very pleased when we obey and serve our spiritual master.
 
Guru Maharaja, from the above quote, while reading your book, Watering
the Seed, this has clearly explained the eternal relationship between a
guru and his disciple. Guru Maharaja, you are the perfect example of a
bona fide spiritual master.
 
I am so grateful for the guidance and care you have shown us. I hope and
pray that one day I can begin to repay you for all you have given me, by
becoming a useful servant to you in your mission to serve Srila
Prabhupada. Thank you for your patience with me.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for always encouraging and motivating us in
our daily spiritual life through japa sanga and Zoom lectures. Even
through long distance, we can feel your presence.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for granting me permission to go to Holy
Name and Govardhan Retreat yearly which inspires me a lot in
understanding Krishna consciousness, and to get the association of
advanced and pure devotees of the Supreme Lord.
 
Guru Maharaja, I would like to offer my dandavats and gratefulness to
you, all devotee friends, and families for their warm and kind support in
my spiritual journey. I will dedicate my mind, body, intelligence, and soul
to preach Krishna consciousness and bring new members to the family of
Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, your dedication to Srila Prabhupada is unparalleled, and
I pray for your good health so that you may serve the mission and bring
many fallen conditioned souls to this wonderful movement, ISKCON.



We are also eternally grateful to Srila Prabhupada, who built a spiritual
home in which the whole world can live.
 
I thank the mentors and mentees of the GRS Sanga for updating us
regularly on Guru Maharaja, through which I had the opportunity to
know Guru Maharaja more.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for allowing me to become your aspiring
disciple.
 
Your most insignificant aspiring disciple,
Bhaktin Suchita Ramanjaloo

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to offer my
heartfelt appreciation for being such a wonderful father to me. Thank
you for all the wonderful online association—chanting and doing Zoom
classes—really inspiring me.
 
Your selfless service to Srila Prabhupada, how you always repeat
Prabhupada’s words, is amazing. Only through Your Divine Grace am I
close to Srila Prabhupada. You are a wonderful humble son of Srila
Prabhupada. I feel very sorry for the loss of His Holiness Bhakti Charu
Swami. The way you supported all Maharaja’s disciples was really helpful;
many of devotees were thankful.
 
Maharajaji, you are such a sincere disciple of Srila Prabhupada and a
perfect spiritual master. I always find instructions and answers to all my
doubts and questions from your lectures. You are always situated in my
heart, guiding me. Only when I heard your Zoom class, I learnt that when
we can’t serve our spiritual master personally, we should preach the
glories of Krishna and bring others to Krishna consciousness. During
lockdown I thought of pleasing my dear Guru Maharaja by giving others
Krishna’s name and the process of Krishna consciousness.



 
I started chanting one round with a few of my friends on Zoom who did
not get a chance to go to the temple every day. We used to chant every
day at 2.00 p.m. and do kirtan during lockdown. Now, when few of us
returned to work, I started a chanting session once a week. With me
being extra busy, I was asking all new devotees if I can leave the session.
Everyone can chant at home in their time. I was very surprised to know
all the new girls really enjoyed and looked forward to the chanting
session. My mother also joined us. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to dear Guru Maharajaji.
 
Even my mother from Canada joins in every week and always looks
forward to this japa session. With Your Divine Grace, Guru Maharaja’s
mercy and inspiration, I am continuing the japa session every week. It
really makes me feel good and it’s also good for my own bhakti. Every
time, just before chanting, we do a little talk on Krishna’s lilas, then
chant one round. Lastly we sing kirtan. All your mercy, Maharaja.
Newcomers are chanting; they are talking about nectar they taste when
they chant and visualize Krishna’s lilas while chanting.
 
One girl has quick vision. Her two kids were wearing peacock feathers
and she saw Krishna in them. Whenever we do chanting, we all say
Prabhupada’s and your pranama mantra. Only with your blessings all
going fine.
 
Guru Maharaja, we are really missing you. I hope we can meet soon. With
your mercy and guidance, I’m feeling very fortunate. May you always stay
protected by Lord Nrsimhadeva.
 
Many, many prayers for my dearest Guru Maharajaji.
 
Thank you very much for your ongoing guidance and giving me shelter
under your lotus feet.
 
Please take care.
 



Waiting to meet you soon.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Servant of your servants, and your daughter,
Sundari dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to your divine appearance day. All glories to the savior of the
whole world Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am feeling very happy on this most auspicious day to be
able to write this humble offering to you. Trying to describe the qualities
of a pure devotee is like offering a lamp to the sun. Yet, for worshipping
the sun, a lamp must be offered.
 

guru krsna-rupa hane sastrera pramane
guru-rupe krsna krpa karena bhakta-gane

 
“According to the revealed scriptures, the spiritual master and Lord
Krishna are one. Sri Krishna appears in the form of the spiritual master
to deliver His devotee.” (C.c. Adi-lila 1.45)
 



Guru Maharaja, out of your causeless mercy you appeared in this material
world to deliver the fallen souls. I feel very fortunate to have a glorious
spiritual master like Your Divine Loving Grace.
 
“The nectar of your words and descriptions of your activities are the life
and soul of those suffering in this material world. These narrations
transmitted by learned sages eradicate one’s sinful reactions and bestows
good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast
all over the world and are filled with spiritual power. Certainly those who
spread the message of Godhead are most munificent.” (SB 10.31.9)
 
Guru Maharaja, you are truly munificent because you are selflessly
preaching deeply with genuine concern for the suffering conditioned
souls.
 
Srlla Prabhupada says that although we can never repay the debt to the
spiritual master, at least we should try to assist the spiritual master in
preaching. Guru Maharaja, I have a great desire to please you by
developing one drop of unflinching implicit faith that you have in guru
and Krishna, and to follow in your footsteps and serve Srila Prabhupada
in his mission selflessly.
 
After wandering throughout the universe for millions and millions of
births, I have finally come to the shelter of your transcendental lotus feet.
So now I repeatedly pray that I will never be driven away.
 
O incarnation of causeless mercy, please bless me and my family so that
we may be engaged in pure devotional service forever and ever.
 
Guru Maharaja, please forgive us for all offenses committed at your lotus
feet.
 
Your ever indebted eternal servants,
Susevani devi dasi and family
 

* * *



 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances again and again at the dust of
your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
It is by Lord Krishna’s causeless mercy that I have an opportunity to have
you as my spiritual master. Guru Maharaja, the happiest day of my life is
the day you accepted me as your aspiring disciple. Guru Maharaja, I do
not have the words to appropriately describe your affectionate and loving
gratitude towards me and my daughters.
 
It is indeed by your blessings and guidance that I have the hope of
crossing this miserable ocean of birth and death. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja, for accepting me at your lotus feet as your aspiring disciple,
and being available to me anytime and from anywhere in the world as a
guru and father. When I was upset, your guidance helped me to overcome
my anxieties.
 
I beg that you please keep me under your lotus feet, as without your
mercy, I cannot make any progress in Krishna consciousness.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Swastee Hurhundee
 

* * *



 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet on
the most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
I am ever indebted to you that you have given me the mercy to be at your
lotus feet. Otherwise, I would wonder in this material world and would be
in complete loss. Now I am conscious that I am in light under your
guidance. I constantly think about the moment that you have given me
to associate with you.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are such a great soul that I feel protected in your
association, and whenever something difficult is present before me, I just
think about you it becomes easy. For instance, when I was interviewed for
a visa to reach you, which was very difficult, I constantly thought about
you, and it became easy.
 
Guru Maharaja, the bliss that I derive when I engage in listening to you
cannot be explained. Something that cannot be explained is Krishna,
above the three modes of material nature, transcendental.
 
I am actually engaged in erecting a structure in my small village, and with
your mercy, Guru Maharaja, it is almost complete.
 
I feel very fortunate to be your disciple, Guru Maharaja. You are a
surrendered soul and very dear to Krishna. Please bless me Guru



Maharaja, that I will always serve you to the best of my ability, and I will
always think high in Krishna consciousness and be more tolerant, more
humble, devoid of all sense of false prestige, and ready to give all respect
to others.
 
Thank you very much, Guru Maharaja, for saving me from the material
world. Hare Krishna.
 
Your ever servant,
Sacidulal dasa
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to your divine appearance day.
 
The siddhanta of pleasing the spiritual master in disciplic succession is
stressed in the Vedas and especially in Vaishnava sampradaya. In Adi
Purana Lord Krishna tells Arjuna, “Those who are My devotees are not
actually My devotees. But those who are devotees of My servants are
actually My devotees.”
 
Lord Krishna Himself exemplified the principle of pleasing the spiritual
master in His own relationship with Sandipani Muni. Both Krishna and
Balarama worked hard to please Their guru by willingly sacrificing Their
own personal comfort in order to carry out the instruction of Sandipani
Muni.
 
Krishna said to Sudama: “Both of us can realize that without the blessings
of the spiritual master, no one can achieve peace and prosperity.”
 
Another example of receiving the power of Krishna through the spiritual
master is found in Srimad-Bhagavatam (8.15.28) in the case of Bali
Maharaja. Bali Maharaja satisfied his spiritual master and therefore



became strong enough to drive the demigods from heavenly planets. In
the purport, Srila Prabhupada comments that by pleasing the spiritual
master one can get extraordinary power, especially in spiritual
advancement. The blessings of the spiritual master are more potent than
our own endeavors to advance spiritually.
 
Similarly, Suta Goswami was described by Saunaka Rsi at Naimisaranya
as being very submissive, and therefore received the favor of his spiritual
master. But Indra displeased his spiritual master Brhaspati and lost
everything.
 
Srila Prabhupada sometimes used the analogy of wanting to please a very
influential man. It is difficult to directly approach and satisfy such a
person, but if one pleases his little son or even his dog, then one can be
successful. In a letter dated 18.02.1972, Srila Prabhupada said, “Friends
meet friends and if the friend comes with his dog, then gentleman pats
his dog first, is it not? So the man becomes automatically pleased, his dog
being patted . . . without pleasing the spiritual master one cannot please
Krishna. If anyone tries to please Krishna directly he’s a fool number
one.”
 
Similarly, Guru Maharaja, you have dedicated your life to assist Srila
Prabhupada in his divine service to humanity. Renouncing the pleasures
of material opulence and prestige, you became one of the pioneers in
Srila Prabhupada’s mission in India. Srila Prabhupada desired to establish
a temple for Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari in Bombay. There was no support
and you voluntarily accepted to live in sub-poverty conditions on that
plot of land which was infested with rats, mosquitoes, and life-
threatening diseases. Corrupt government officers and gangs of criminals
were creating continuous dangerous disturbances. Still you remained
faithful, lovingly enduring all obstacles to please Srila Prabhupada.
 
Even your good father and mother came to bring you back all the way
from America in exchange for a million dollars. But you replied that
service to Srila Prabhupada was a treasure beyond all the wealth in the
world.



 
Seeing your genuine surrender, Prabhupada invested you with immense
responsibility, great trust, and awarded you the rare gift of being one of
his close personal associates.
 
By sacrificing your personal comfort to please Srila Prabhupada, you
became the dearmost recipient of his priceless blessings.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are known to be one among the shining jewels in the
necklace of Srila Prabhupada’s beloved followers. You are tirelessly caring
for all the devotees and your gentle fatherly love towards your young and
spiritual child.
 
We are eternally indebted to you for your teachings and preaching. We
owe our appreciation to you and the best way we can appreciate is to
follow in your footsteps.
 
Therefore, on this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I am
praying to you to empower me to rise above all my weaknesses. Today, I
beg you for this empowerment and kindly bless me so that I will become a
mature disciple, a committed devotee, and carry out what you have
established.
 
Your eternally indebted servant,
Samba dasa
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to
Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to the
auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
Guru Maharaja, I have very rarely written a Vyasa-puja offering,
although I know this is for our own purification. Your Divine Grace is



very exalted and pure. No matter how much I glorify your qualities, I can
never do justice to describing them. Please kindly guide me and empower
me so that I can at least please you with my endeavor.
 
You have helped me understand how to take things in a positive and
Krishna conscious way. You showed it once by your own example when I
was upset, and told you one devotee was criticising you. You smiled and
said, “Actually they are glorifying me,” and you explained how.
 
Once when you were leaving at the airport, you approached my mother
and said, “You are like a good tree which has many good fruits.” Today,
when I see how my brothers and sisters and their children look after my
sick mother, how they care for her, I think how right you were when you
spoke those words.
 
Guru Maharaja, you also told me and Vrinda devi, “I give everyone my
mercy, but you know how to take it.” Those days I associated those words
with our book distribution. Now I hope and pray that I can take your
mercy in all my activities in Krishna consciousness.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the example of a swanlike devotee. You always
find the good in whatever service I do. Years back, when I asked you if I
can write books for children, you replied, “I pray that your books will
become a big success.” Then later you wrote, “Please continue with this
great service to Srila Prabhupada.” You never saw any other motivation,
except service, in my endeavor to write and distribute books.
 
Long time back, you told me to do service where required. Recently,
when I told you about the situation at Sri Sri Rukmini-Dwarkadish
temple, Your Divine Grace immediately saw the urgency of the situation
and blessed me to help there by suggesting I divide my time between
Triolet and Phoenix. You just trust me and I can’t help saying I love you.
 
I love you, Guru Maharaja. You are so compassionate. Your compassion
exceeds all rigidity that can affect many persons’ spiritual advancement.
 



Years back you wrote, “Thank you for serving in a difficult situation.”
These words became my shield. I became more determined as I know my
Guru Maharaja is always there to understand me and protect me.
 
Guru Maharaja, when I newly joined the temple, I wrote to you revealing
that I don’t feel attached to you as my godsisters are. You wrote
something very beautiful, “I do not agree with your statement that you
have no attachment for your spiritual master. You could have been
enjoying the opulence of the West, but you gave it up. Why? You have
faced so many difficulties in your spiritual life in the ashram here, but
you are still continuing. Why? You have attachment for the spiritual
master and it will increase more and more.”
 
Over the years I realized how true your statements were. If you were not
my spiritual master, I would leave ISKCON.
 
When I joined Bhaktivedanta Manor, one night I dreamt I was sitting in
Prabhupada’s quarters. Prabhupada asked me who I chose as guru and I
said Giriraja Swami. He smiled and said, “This is the right thing you did.”
Now I understand why he said so.
 
Guru Maharaja, before coming in contact with devotees, I worked at a
few places, but only for a few months at each one. When I was joining
the temple, my friend said here too I would not stick for more than six
months. Yet here I am, now thirty-three years as a temple resident, all
due to your mercy. You showed love and trust when you initiated me on
Vrinda devi’s recommendation. You valued my service when I became
doubtful about just asking a donation for a book. You entrusted me with
the distribution of your books, valuing three million rupees. It’s been a
few years now, and you have never asked me about the laksmi yet. You
just know how to cause the attachment of your disciples to their guru to
grow.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja. Hare Krishna.
 
Your servant,



Satyabhama dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
I thank you thousands of times, Guru Maharaja, as I am able to get your
association due to the japa sanga, and because I don’t understand the
language English too, just by your beautiful smile, it seems as if I have
understood everything. I don’t have my father anymore and I was very
attached to him, but since I have aspired from you, I don’t feel that
loneliness anymore.
 
Whenever you smile, my heart is full of joy, and I also really like your
Deities. I feel as if I am connected to Them in some ways. Now, by the
mercy of Srila Prabhupada and Krishna, we get your association more
regularly, for instance, the Zoom meetings. I really appreciate it, Guru
Maharaja, that you take out your precious time for us.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja.
Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Saroj Beekarry
 

* * *



 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja.
 
When Lord Chaitanya was discussing with Ramanada Raya, “What is the
most auspicious, beneficial activity for the living entity?” The answer
was, “Association with the devotees of Krishna.”
 
You’ve made me realize this, Guru Maharaja. I always wondered how I
would be able to chant sixteen rounds but after a long day at school, there
is nothing as sweet and fulfilling as getting to chant japa with you.
Sometimes you smile at the camera and I feel like you are smiling straight
at me. I cannot put in words how encouraged I feel. My joy knows no
bounds. I feel like I am being given so much hope that I forget that I used
to imagine the holy names as being “bitter medicine.” But there actually
is something sweeter.
 
His Holiness Indradyumna Maharaj always says, “The holy names, when
chanted by a pure devotee, has the most special effect.” My dear Guru
Maharaja, you embody this so perfectly. I wish I had many ears so I could
listen to your sweet kirtans forever and ever. My heart is filled with
gratitude to you for your sweet japa sessions, sweet lectures and your
sweet smiles.
 
I very often pray to get the opportunity to come to serve you at your
ashram but my mother tells me I must study first. I am ready to do
whatever it takes. Even if I have to run away, I will. I cannot wait to get
your sweet association and serve your lotus feet. My heart simply dances
at the thought of you coming to give us your sweet association here in
Mauritius. O when will that day come when I will be fortunate enough to
serve you? That day I long for; I know there is nothing sweeter.
 



Thank you for everything, my dear Guru Maharaja. I love you with all my
heart and beyond.
 
Forever an insignificant servant,
Bhaktin Shyama-Gauri Haulkory
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
As days and nights are passing away, many ups and downs have been
going in our life, teaching us to realize that at any moment we can
breathe our last. Fortunately, we realized that taking shelter of your lotus
feet only can release us from all kinds of dangers.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
Since our birth we were engrossed in material life and consequently
suffered from the reactions of our nondevotional lives. Fortunately, you
showered your mercy upon us and accepted us to stay at the shade of your
lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”



 
Despite being far from you, serving and meditating on your lotus feet has
always guided us never to deviate from Krishna consciousness. Such is
the greatness of your lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
We were like the bees going from here and there in search of temporary
pleasures of material life. In return, we only received frustration and
miseries, bitten by the thorny so-called happiness. Fortunately, you save
us by providing us with the cooling effect of your lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
All the scriptures have glorified the lotus feet of the spiritual master. The
lotus feet of the spiritual master is like a password without which no one
can enter to relish the nectarean pastimes of the Lord. Such is the glories
of your lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
Being very low with poor remembrance and illusion, we may at some
point forget your lotus feet. We have firm faith that as Lord Krishna
never forgets His devotees, your lotus feet will never reject us. Such is the
unlimited mercy of your lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
We pray to Srila Prabhupada and all the Vaishnavas to bless us to always
stay at your lotus feet.
 
“All Glories to Your Lotus Feet!”
 
All glories for the day you appear!
 
Hare Krishna!



 
Yours eternally serving your lotus feet,
Sudama dasa and Lilavatee dasi
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your kamala
carana. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Srila Prabhupada’s
body ISKCON which expanded just as Govardhana did because of the
touch of Krishna’s sac-cid-ananda form. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Hare Krishna, Guru Maharaja. Until today I never had the desire for
spiritual search or self-realization. I simply went to ISKCON following
my mother Surangi dasi. I did not associate with devotees because I had
the motive of discovery of spiritual philosophy or mukti.
 
I was brought to Vaishnava association because mother Krsangi had
invited my mother. She enticed her with her powers. Another reason was
we got into the Sunday feast programs. I remember not the Deities, but
the delicious halava and Madhava lata’s company and group dancing and
the super tasty brown bread and butter which mother Ananga manjari
(BCS) cooked for Jagannath at Quatre Bornes.
 
Earlier, too, Mothers Vaidhi and Vrajesvari and Prabhu Govindacandra
had come to my college in my second year. Vrajesvari stood talking with a
pot of tulasi plant on the desk.
 
Soon, my mother began buying BBT books and one by one all of them
landed in our house. I was ignorant of Vaishnavism and Vaishnava life.
We were new. Still, mother Satyabhama or maybe Krsangi, with their
skillful diplomacy of speech, convinced my mother to buy the set of



Bhagavatam encyclopedias! This is the result of the training you gave to
my godsister in the field of preaching. All glories to your personal
example of preaching which they follow.
 
And I followed in line. Hardly four years later, I was contaminated by the
holy preaching virus. I was not conscious of what it meant—my social
image! If today you ask me, “Stand in a street at Rose Hill in Vaishnava
attire. Preach and sell at least one book.” I would flinch thinking, “If
somebody I know sees me in this appearance, what image would he make
of me?” O master, I would love to shed this conception and be brought
back to this status of preaching which has given me a love of sharing
Srila Prabhupada’s books and exciting adventure.
 
Just as Krishna gave Prabhupada’s association to you and your dear
godbrothers and godsisters, Krishna gave your association and seva to this
foolish incapable person, me, through his society. Your association is at
the top of the list of what I got as the gift God or Vishnu or Krishna had
chosen for me.
 
It is true that I am timid in your presence. You are a sannyasi and a senior
Prabhupada disciple. I have simply learnt from my elders in the family,
educational and social background to show awe and reverence for swamis
and the priestly class of any religion. Separation from you these fifteen
years has increased my love and respect for you, my spiritual teacher and
father. All glories to you who guided me to chant.
 
Separation from you urged me to give you reports of my spiritual practice
progress and news of my conditional life. You never gave up on me and
you prayed sincerely for me. I don’t deserve this. I owe my every breath to
you, Guru Maharaja. Whatever I possess is a result of your merciful
disposition to me.
 
Serving you, writing to share my ideas and my speculations, hearing your
talks have molded me into what I am. You patiently heard my babbles.
This is love. I was simply a stranger to you. But time brought us in a
spiritual bond.



 
You are staunch, determined, perseverant in your desire to serve Srila
Prabhupada and his golden vani. You do not deviate an inch from his
teachings. O effulgent Prabhupada sisya, you are shining like the sun.
Rays of spiritual understanding emanate through your aura and our
minds absorb and store loving sentiments.
 
. . . to be continued.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Usha Lutchmun
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
The Vyasa-puja celebration is one of the most important utsava in the
life of a disciple as the spiritual master is revered as good as the Supreme
Lord. Guru Maharaja, I am going to dedicate this verse to you as I believe
that this verse is one of the most important ones in the first canto,
chapter two of Srimad-Bhagavatam:
 

nasta-prayesv abhadresu
nityam bhagavata-sevaya
bhagavaty uttama-sloke
bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

 
“By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam and by rendering of
service to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is almost
completely destroyed, and loving service unto the Personality of



Godhead, who is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an
irrevocable fact.”
 
Srila Prabhupada writes a very beautiful purport and elaborates on how
we can eliminate the inauspicious things within our heart. The remedy is
the association of the Bhagavatas. There are two types of Bhagavatas, the
book Bhagavata and the devotee Bhagavata, and both of them are potent.
The book Bhagavata gives descriptions of the names, forms, pastimes, and
paraphernalia of the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna. The devotee Bhagavata
leads his life in terms of the book Bhagavata. The book Bhagavata is full
of knowledge (jnana) and the devotee Bhagavata who is the spiritual
master or the guru has practiced and realized knowledge (vijnana)
through the disciplic succession. Guru Maharaja, your Bhagavatam class
is full of transcendental realization and it is a feast for the soul and ears.
No such service has the potency to destroy inauspiciousness than
listening to the Bhagavatam class emanating from the lotus mouth of the
spiritual master.
 
If we want to practice pure devotional service, we have to receive the
mercy of the spiritual master. That is why we must be in constant
association with our guru. Guru Maharaja is providing constant
association through Zoom meetings and japa sanga. Guru Maharaja, you
are so concerned about your disciples, which shows how you care for your
disciples. You are the embodiment of love and care, not just for your
disciple but also for your godbrothers, and also for everyone who is
acquainted to you.
 
Through the Zoom meetings, you are distributing pure love of God. We,
as disciples, are very fortunate to have your transcendental association.
Guru Maharaja, you have carved a special place in my heart as I have
realized that the relationship of a guru and disciple is a transcendental
one, and surpasses all relationships in this material world. The spiritual
master, just like the Supreme Lord, understands the desire of the disciple,
and is the eternal well-wisher or suhrt of the disciple.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have been sent by Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu to



help Srila Prabhupada in establishing ISKCON in America. You have
rendered tremendous service in acquiring the Juhu land in Mumbai, and
also the property at Govardhana, with the help of His Holiness Tamal
Krishna Goswami. You have also established the Bhaktivedanta Hospice
in Sri Vrindavan dhama, by the inspiration of Arca Vigraha Mataji,
where devotees having terminal disease, like cancer, are getting palliative
care, and they are able to depart for Goloka Vrindavan. Guru Maharaja,
this is reminding me of how much selfless service Sri Balaram renders to
the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna. Guru Maharaja, you are guru-tattva
personified.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am a very lazy person by nature, and I am not so used to
doing lots of service for Krishna, but I pray that I can follow in your
footsteps and develop a service attitude mood for Krishna. I reaffirmed
my promise that I will always remain a faithful servant at the dust of your
lotus feet, and every day I fall at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada in
fulfilling my initiation vows of chanting sixteen rounds japa, following
the four regulative principles. Please give me your mercy so that I can
preach the science of Krishna consciousness to new people and distribute
more of Srila Prabhupada books.
 
Guru Maharaja, I am eternally indebted for the reciprocation of love,
care, and affection that you have showered to my families and me.
 
Your insignificant servant,
From your disciples,
Shyama Kishore dasa, Syama Manjari, Bhaktin Suchita, and grand
disciples Tulsi dasa and Vrinda devi
 

* * *
 
My dear and most respected spiritual master and eternal father,
 
Please accept my most humble, prostrated, and respectful obeisances in
the dust of your most merciful lotus feet. All glories to you. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada.



 
Today, on this most auspicious occasion, we wish you a very happy Vyasa-
puja.
 
I became highly inspired by you by having cognizance of your relentless
determination to serve Srila Prabhupada in his mission to spread Krishna
consciousness all over the world. Your exemplary acts in the sincere
service of Srila Prabhupada has always been a constant source of
inspiration for me in my spiritual life. Srila Prabhupada said about you,
“Giriraj is a diamond and one day he will shine.” It is conspicuous that
the transcendental rays of this fully fledged shining diamond has been
lightening the lives of so many devotees and people, including me, for so
many years in different parts of the world. This really gives Srila
Prabhupada great joy and pride in having such a wonderful and highly
dedicated son like you.
 
Many years ago, during your visit to Mauritius, I met you after a very
ecstatic hari-nama in which you were personally present. When I told you
that my mother is in the hospital, you immediately replied: “Shall we go
to visit her?” I did not expect such a response on your part, and finally I
realised how merciful, compassionate, and caring you are. The depth of
your mercy and compassion is really unfathomable. I seize this golden
opportunity to thank you very much for all your prayers for my departed
parents.
 
Although my biological father left his body quite recently, I never feel
myself fatherless since I feel solace, highly protected and soothing under
the shade of your divine lotus feet. As our spiritual father, you are always
ready to solve problems we encounter in our spiritual life, and our
material problems also. You have always been teaching and instructing us
through your words and examples. We remain highly indebted to you for
many, many lives.
 
I am extremely grateful to you for everything you did for us all. I wish to
sincerely dedicate the rest of my life to help fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s
mission and follow the divine instructions you personally gave me. Dear



Gurudeva, I thank you very much for everything you have done for us all,
and surely you remain my most unforgettable character throughout my
whole life.
 
In December 2009, in South Africa, during the initiation ceremony, you
gave me the instruction to preach, and again in February 2015, in
Vrindavan, you instructed me to preach more. I am weak but I have
never neglected your divine instructions. Please empower me so that I
can get the strength to preach more and more. Hence I beg for your
mercy. Without your mercy, I am a fish out of water and a ship without a
rudder. Dear Gurudeva, I beg you to please bestow us all pure devotion
for Krishna. Please pray for us all so that we have taste for chanting.
 
Thank you very much.
 
Your fallen servants,
Vaishnava dasa and Padmavati devi dasi, Giri Govardhan, and Kaisori
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to this very blessed event of your Vyasa-puja.
 
The Magic by Your Divine Touch
 
We were lost seeking guidance with a broken compass
Searching for our true purpose of existence
We were tangled in the complexity of our wicked minds
As the minds were creating a perverted reality
Our vision were blinded by the darkness of ignorance



 
Then you came along
You filled in all the blanks in our lives
You mended the broken pieces
You sealed them with unconditional love
You healed the bruised parts and never letting up
You reached us in places we never knew existed
You opened our eyes from our gross ignorance
You awakened our soul from our deep slumber
That is the magic of your divine touch
 
Many people can teach lessons based on books
But only gifted and special soul like you has the ability
To subtly weave through them with
Life lessons, personal experiences
Along with Srila Prabhupada’s anecdotes
Thank you for reaching deep in us to find all we can be. Although the
experience feels like washing charcoal, we know that you will never give
up on us.
 
Our debts to your lotus feet keep increasing every second, minute, hour,
day, week, month, year . . . And there is no way we can ever repay you in
millions of births.
 
We are truly humbled by your unconditional love, kindness, compassion,
and humility. We are very grateful indeed to have you in our lives.
 
“O my Lord! Transcendental poets and experts in spiritual science could
not fully express their indebtedness to You, even if they were endowed
with the prolonged lifetime of Brahma, for You appear in two features—
externally as the acharya and internally as the Supersoul—to deliver the
embodied living being by directing him how to come to You.” (SB 11.29.6)
 
All glories to you, Guru Maharaja. Thank you for being in our lives. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 



Aspiring to be the servant of the servants,
Vrajesvari dasi
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to you, all glories to your most auspicious appearance anniversary.
 
Today, as I am writing this offering, I am remembering the day you gave
me my second initiation two years back in Houston at Sri Sri Radha-
Nila-madhava temple, but most importantly the purification I went
through and the lessons I learnt a few days before the initiation.
 
Guru Maharaja, it was the day you were coming to Houston by car and I
remember all disciples and well-wishers were eagerly waiting for your
arrival at Houston without caring for the scorching sun on their heads. I
was amazed to see the love they had for you while at the same time I felt
ashamed that I was nowhere at that level—not even a dust of that—as
the sun was unbearable for me.
 
And then you arrived, Guru Maharaja, and everyone became supremely
ecstatic, but I was still cursing the sun on my head, and suddenly I
realized, by the mercy of Lord Krishna, that I should get an umbrella for
you. Fortunately I got one in no time, with which I covered you from
behind for around thirty minutes, while you patiently met all the
devotees. While I was holding the umbrella I felt proud of the service I
was doing, and was expecting that you will acknowledge that service.
However, after meeting the devotees, you went straight into the building
without even glancing at me. That was a good blow on the hoods of my
false ego.
 
Afterwards, several times I tried to attract your attention by coming in
front of you and bowing down to you, but I could not get that merciful
glance of yours. Surely, you were well aware of my anarthas, Guru



Maharaja. Then, by your mercy, I got the knowledge that I should just
serve you without expecting any kind of recognition, and I then did some
service with the team during the preparation of your Vyasa-puja. That
made me really blissful, and shortly after I came across you, you spoke to
me so nicely. My joy knew no bounds. That day you made me realize the
power of selfless devotional service, which attracts even Lord Krishna
and also the spiritual masters.
 
Guru Maharaja, you also taught me what pleases you. On the day of your
Vyasa-puja, I was the last person to talk and it was around 11 p.m.; and
instead of glorifying you, I glorified my godbrothers, Krishna Chandra
Prabhu, Devakinandan Prabhu, and Balabhadra Prabhu who helped me
at different stages in my spiritual journey. The next morning, you told
me, “Last night you gave a brilliant talk.” By these words of yours, I
understood how you want us to live and reciprocate among godbrothers
and godsisters, and with all devotees. This is exactly how Lord Krishna
would also be pleased. From what I understand, this is what Lord Shiva
meant when he told Mother Parvati that among all worships, the worship
of Lord Vishnu is highest, but even higher is the worship of things related
to Lord Vishnu.
 
So on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I thank you endlessly, Guru
Maharaja, for smashing my pride and removing my anarthas, just like
Lord Balaram does with His mace and plough. I had heard that guru is the
expansion of Lord Balaram, and you actually made me experience it.
 
Jaya Gurudeva, jaya Srila Prabhupada.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Vrindavan Nath dasa
 

* * *
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 



Dearmost Guru Maharaja,
 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace.
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
On the most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I’m praying to Sri Panca-
tattva to bless me to be the servant of your servants eternally.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your love that you keep showering on us
through your lectures. I have always felt your divine presence throughout
my life, which helped me to understand and overcome many enormous
challenges.
 
My loving spiritual father, I pray to Sri Sri Gandharvika-Giridhari that I
always serve you through my loving godbrothers and Godsisters, and you
have a long, healthy life.
 
Please forgive me if I have committed any offenses.
 
From your insignificant daughter,
Vrindavan Vilasini devi dasi
 
 



Southern Africa
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 



Please accept my humble obeisance, All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All
glories to Your Divine Grace on this wonderful occasion of your Vyasa-
puja.
 
The goal of life is to become a servant of the servant of the servant of
guru and Krishna. In this material world, we are bombarded with so many
material situations and problems that we tend to forget what our real goal
in life is. We focus on these material problems and try to solve them,
thinking that solving them will make us happy.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have always remained fixed in your service to Srila
Prabhupada and Krishna, unwavering in your determination to please
them in any situation. I pray that by your mercy, I could have some of
that determination so that I may be able to serve you and Srila
Prabhupada’s ISKCON better.
 
The pandemic has also affected devotees in so many different ways, with
lack of devotee association being one of the main problems. However, it
has also offered devotees all around the world an opportunity to gain
your association via the many virtual programs. Your association through
these programs, although not directly in person, has had a definite
positive impact on my Krishna consciousness. Your association during
your Japa Sanga sessions has had a very positive effect as well. Thank you
for your kind, merciful association.
 
Guru Maharaja, all your classes are full of the nectar of Srila
Prabhupada’s pastimes. You use Srila Prabhupada’s pastimes to make a
point during classes, and to answer devotee questions. Your immense love
and faith in Srila Prabhupada is shown in your classes. Your love for Srila
Prabhupada increases everyone else’s love for Srila Prabhupada.
 
Over the years, trying to practice Krishna consciousness, I have realized
that the love devotees have for Krishna is very special. Their hearts are
soft because of their love for Krishna. My heart is mostly hard like stone.
I pray that by your mercy I will one day have a soft heart.
 



Thank you for always encouraging me in my Krishna consciousness.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your servant,
Akrura dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 

mukam karoti vacalam
pangum langhayate girim
yat-krpa tam aham vande
sri-gurum dina-taranam

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to
take the opportunity to thank you for the following:
 
In spite of being filled with innumerable bad qualities, and conditioned
by material existence since time immemorial, thank you for
compassionately and lovingly accepting me as your disciple. There is no
greater position in this world, or any other, than to be your disciple and
belong to such an illustrious spiritual heritage. You are the supreme
alchemist and my life bears witness to the extent of your mercy,
compassion, and kindness.
 
Guru Maharaja, thank you for being the embodiment of spiritualization
and demonstrating that everything we do should be dovetailed in the
service of sri guru. You have always encouraged me in my role as a wife, a
mother, a disciple, and a cook. By demonstrating that we should place
Krishna at the centre of all activities, in my marriage and family life, you



iterated the importance of living to the best of my ability within my
asrama. Your example and your instructions is the foundation, the
structure, and ornament of my life, and all success that I have achieved in
these spheres is due to your sidelong glance, causeless, and constant flow
of mercy.
 
Guru Maharaja, being the embodiment of Vedanta, you are also a
“walking Bhagavata.” You earnestly follow the instruction that one
should treat one’s godbrothers as one’s spiritual master. Similarly, you
expect that as your representative we should also treat your godbrothers
as we treat and serve Your Divine Grace. Because of this instruction, my
family and I have had the great fortune of serving so many Vaishnava
saints. Whilst serving them, we are inundated with memories and
emotions of serving Your Divine Grace. The same spiritual anxiety
induced by wanting to serve you in a way that is most pleasing, we
experience by serving your godbrothers. While I may not be able to serve
you directly, I endeavor to serve and worship you through serving your
instructions. Serving your godbrothers has given me immense spiritual
encouragement, while serving in separation from Your Divine Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the center of my children’s life, and I can never
thank you enough for your love, guidance and affection you give to them.
I offer all credit for my children being happy in their Krishna
consciousness to you as their loving spiritual father, uncle, and guide.
 
Most importantly, thank you for giving us the wonderful opportunity of
chanting with Your Divine Grace. This has helped me become spiritually
stronger because I get the opportunity of not only seeing Your Divine
Grace, but also hearing suddha-nama directly from you. My faith and
attachment in and to Sri Nama Prabhu has increased, by your mercy.
 
You are our eternal spiritual father, and because of your exemplary
qualities, I feel that I need to behave in such a way as your disciple to
uphold your good name, even though I am conditioned to not always be
good or behave appropriately. As per the adage ‘the fruit never falls far
from the tree,” I pray that by endeavoring to please you, I uphold your



name and esteemed reputation.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are an infinite nectarean ocean of mercy. It is only
by diving deep into the ocean that one can find and relish spiritual
treasures. I pray for the mercy to dive deep into the ocean of your mercy
and emerge with treasures hallmarked by Your Divine Grace.
 
I feel totally blessed for being part of your illustrious spiritual family of
saintly devotees.
 
Your eternal servant and daughter,
Ananda Candrika devi dasi
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your merciful lotus
feet. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. All glories to
Maharaja.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja 2020.
 
Thank you for always being an inspiration in my life and encouraging me
through my neediest days. I made it through some of my hardest days
because of your merciful guidance and books and loving words.
 
Thank you for all your compassionate devotees who take pity on me and
care about me.
 
Thank you for everything, Maharaja.
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your most merciful
lotus feet.
 



 
Your foolish servant,
Ananda Vrindavana dasi (BCAIS)
Durban, South Africa
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your
Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I am trying to glorify you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja,
but my attempts are like a dwarf trying to catch the moon. It is not
possible to describe your wonderful qualities and all that you do for us.
 
Thank you for your compassion and mercy towards me after my Guru
Maharaja, Srila Krishna Das Swami, left this world. In fact, it is by your
grace that my Guru Maharaja came to South Africa, so we are indebted
to you for bringing him to us. And now that he is no longer physically
present with us, we find shelter in your instructions, classes, and your
personal guidance. I am amazed how you give your attention to many of
us at any time of day or night. Such is your unconditional love!
 
My Guru Maharaja was very fond of you and always glorified you. He
encouraged us to take the association of senior devotees and never to
leave the shelter of ISKCON. Certainly, Srila Prabhupada has created a
house in which the whole world can live, and I feel very fortunate and
blessed to be in the shelter of ISKCON, Srila Prabhupada, and his pure
representatives such as Your Divine Grace.
 
I feel such joy and bliss when I think of your qualities, let alone your
inspiring lectures, which are full of nectar, and which enliven me so
much in this trying time.
 
On this auspicious day, I pray that I may be able to serve you and follow



your instructions. In this way I can please my Guru Maharaja, Srila
Prabhupada, and Sri Sri Radha and Krishna.
 
All glories to you, Maharaja. Please forgive me for any offenses caused at
your lotus feet. Thank you for always caring for my family. Thank you for
your mercy and kindness on this useless soul.
 
Your servant,
Ananga Manjari dasi (KDS)
Durban
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna my most beloved Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
I am so happy to read my offering in front of you. Being such an exalted
figure in the Krishna consciousness movement, I greatly appreciate your
humility. I noticed this years ago in the Durban temple. You go out of
your way to please devotees. You never discriminate between the White,
Indian, and Black bodied devotees. You are fair to all and you make the
time to answer all devotees, even if time was running out.
 
There is something special when you put your hands together to greet
devotees; it comes from your heart and your love for the devotees. You
greet so humbly.
 
In the Drakensberg, when you and Nanda Kumar Prabhu were
confronted by a baboon, which was supposed to be very dangerous, you
just chanted and nothing happened.
 
In America, when we were travelling to Dallas in a combi with you, the
bags fell off the vehicle onto the road, you looked at the devotees with a
special smile, and started to sing the Nrsimha prayers, and asked if we



were okay.
 
When we were cooking for you, we were busy when you passed the
window. You waited till we all looked at you, and with your humility, you
put your hands together, and with a smile, greeted each one of us.
 
In India, a devotee invited you and the South African devotees to her
home, and when everything was over and you wanted to leave, the
devotee said, “You won’t leave until I tell you to leave.” You so humbly
sat back until she said it was okay. I thought that was so humble of you.
 
In the kitchen in America, the tap was running. You stood by the door
and said, “Don’t waste Krishna’s energy.” Likewise, when the light was on
during the day, you said don’t waste Krishna’s energy.
 
Guru Maharaja, when you chant in the morning during the online japa
sessions, it is with such deep sincerity, crying out to Krishna. After
watching you chant, my chanting has improved greatly.
 
When you sing the Nrsimhadeva prayers in the morning in your temple
room, you sing softly and pronounce each word with so much of love, not
rushing through the words. This program is so lovely, to be able to listen
and repeat after you.
 
When you stayed at my home and went to Bethal for a program, I walked
in, and at the door you greeted me humbly with folded hands and asked
me to come and sit in the front. I felt humbled by your gesture, which is
your nature.
 
When you departed from my home, you left lakshmi for me by the phone.
After you left, when I discovered the lakshmi by the phone, I cried and
thought, “Guru Maharaja, why did you do this?” You were so
compassionate to do this.
 
Guru Maharaj, you also wrote in Watering the Seed that when the Titanic
sank, so many people were traumatized. You said that at every step in this



material world there is misery. We are experiencing this misery now with
the COVID pandemic.
 
His Holiness Radhanath Swami said that Guru Maharaja was the only
one who knew Srila Prabhupada’s struggle for the Juhu land as you were
there from beginning to end. Srila Prabhupada promised Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabihari to build Them a beautiful, magnificent temple, and you
helped him fulfill that desire.
 
I love you, my dearest Guru Maharaja, always.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your servant,
Balai devi dasi
Kinross
 

* * *
 
Our dearmost munificent Guru Maharaja,
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master who has
opened my eyes which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance with
the torchlight of knowledge.”
 
Guru Maharaja, the subsequent pronouncement aptly fits the description
of your highly relishable Vyasa-puja. “He reasons ill who tells Vaishnavas
die when thou art living still in sound! The Vaishnavas die to live and
living try to spread the holy name around!”
 

saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair
uktas tatha bhavyata eva sadbhih
kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya



vande guroh sri-caranaravindam
 
“The spiritual master is to be honoured as much as the Supreme Lord,
because he is the most confidential servitor of the Lord. This is
acknowledged in all revealed scriptures and followed by all concerned
authorities. Therefore, I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet
of such a spiritual master who is a bona fide representative of Sri Hari
(Krishna).”
 
Guru Maharaja, we have solidified our earnest resurgence to remember
you always in our juvenile Krishna conscious efforts every moment of our
erratic existence, more especially during the current escalating world
crisis, demonstrating the Lord’s wrought in response to impudent
humanities duplicitous material attachment against replacement of
spiritual practices the pinnacle of all endeavors.
 
Guru Maharaja, may your 2020 portentous Vyasa-puja be multifariously
celebrated worldwide, despite the pandemic causing irreplaceable losses.
We always cherish your emphasis as much as Srila Prabhupada who
decorously propagated jnana and vijnana as superior etiquettes of
morality. Guru Maharaja, all of us will unfailingly and unforgettably
recall your dynamic lectures that vibrate incessantly the pastimes of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, which revelled in unparalleled beauty
of enormous proportion on the subject of spirituality. Proper percipience
of these momentous manifest superbly within seriously inclined
phantasmic souls. Others are unable to grasp it’s recondite wellspring
significance of eternal religious principles as advocated by Lord Sri
Krishna in the Bhagavad-gita As It Is.
 
In this context, your luminous stature is engrossed with an enormous
transcendental glow that evokes experience in inexplicable wonder. Your
natural repository of all divine qualities with undeviating resolve and
challenges indicate extraordinary capacity to easily grasp the deepest
imports of transcendentalism.
 
You have reinforced the following brilliant, cautionary statements



disseminated by His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Maharaja, spiritual master of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, “We
are here for a short time—if the body wears out by constant service to
Lord Hari, then our efforts will be met with success. Physical illness with
hari-bhajan is preferable to physical fitness without hari-bhajan.” (Amrta
Vani)
 
Guru Maharaja, your Vyasa-puja will ever remain captured in the minds
of all disciples and dedicated well-wishers. Abundant glories to you at all
times.
 
Your humbled disciples,
Bhagavat Seva dasa, Prema Bhakti devi dasi, well-wisher Bhakta
Visvanatha
Durban
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
May Your Divine Grace please accept my most sincere obeisances, being
lowly, fearfully aspiring servants attempting to attract your divine glance.
All glories to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, may I take this time to first pay my respect to your
guidance and mercy before our first meeting during the 2009 Japa
Retreat. Your Divine Grace guided me through so many difficult
situations, be it work, family, and spiritual matters. Your examples of
using spiritual practice to clear material difficulties was most exemplary.



(By clearing my material obstacles, spiritual understanding was becoming
easier for us to realize). May I also pay my gratitude to Pundarika
Vidyanidhi Prabhu who engaged me in Your Divine Grace’s service. (I
did not know I was being engaged during those times).
 
Diksa: May I pay my gratitude once again to Pundarika Vidyanidhi,
Nanda Kumar Maharaja, Isvara Puri, Mother Madhava Priya, and her
good son Tamal, Raghunath Bhatta, Swarup Damodar, Vraja Krishna
Prabhus, among many other devotees that literally corrected and handed
us over to your lotus feet.
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
“I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual master opened my
eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
him.”
 
Diksa Ceremony: May I thank all the devotees present in word, mind, and
deed for their blessings upon us, His Holiness Indradyumna Swami
Maharaja for granting me special mercy, and your request and first
instruction to me to offer my obeisances to Maharaja. Prior to taking
initiation, we were in Srila Prabhupada’s words “like stray dogs,” but after
receiving our kanti-mala, we immediately had a sense of belonging, and
could stroll with a sense of completeness. Guru Maharaja, I am still
amazed to feel, hear, and see your hand in my day to day life and
activities.
 
Feel: As per your request to continue a temple program at home,
according to our means, Your Divine Grace requesting us to do our japa
with you via japa video from Facebook. In 2015 Your Divine Grace
afforded us the means to carry out some service by the expert guidance of
Swarup Damodar Prabhu and his good wife Sukumari Mataji.
 
Hearing: Your Divine Grace’s discourses while driving to and from work,
by my mentors whispering instructions into my ear, by my dear



godbrothers coming home to give me their mercy.
 
Seeing: How our life has changed from before and after the initiation
ceremony. Most of all, seeing the reactions of others to us now compared
to before we had taken to this process of Krishna consciousness makes me
feel happy that they are appreciating ISKCON.
 
Guru Maharaja, we were given one request, and it is Pundarika
Vidyanidhi Prabhu’s request of me in our few meetings (whatever
happens don’t leave Krisna consciousness or ISKCON).
 
May you always keep us in your prayers and that we fulfill our teacher’s/
mentor’s request.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja celebrations. We love you more with each passing day.
 
Your aspiring servants,
Braj Mohan dasa and Taralaksi dasi
Benoni, Gauteng
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your sweet pink
lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Dear Maharaja, I have been greatly encouraged by your livestreams of
you chanting. Every time my mata puts them on. I stop whatever I am
doing, pick up my chanting beads, and start chanting. Being able to chant
with you has helped me a lot and has encouraged me to become more
serious in my spiritual life. My mata and my grandmother have told me so
many stories about you and how they used to serve you. I hope that one
day I may be able to serve you as well.
 
One of the things they told me was when you used to give lectures,



whoever had questions would have to write them on a piece of paper, and
my mata asked whether you would please show them your transcendental
smile—and when you read it you smiled. Even before hearing this story I
could already tell your smile was transcendental. My mata and
grandmother become so excited when they see you smile—it is truly
transcendental. “O spiritual master, ocean of mercy, and friend of the
fallen souls, you are the teacher of everyone and the life of all people.”
 
Your servant,
With love,
Gaurangi (age 12)
Daughter of Jahnava dasi and Rasika dasa, granddaughter of Mother
Gaura Priya dasi
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you!
 
To my dear spiritual master on his appearance day.
 
If anyone were to ask me how merciful you are, I would tell them to take
a look at me, with all my faults and shortcomings, you still accept me. You
are indeed most merciful.
 
Through my battles, I had lost sight of the things that made my soul
dance with glee, but by your grace, thoughts of you stayed with me
always. It goes to show that memories of a kind soul will always guide you.
It’s been years that I’ve put words on paper for you to read, but never
doubt that these words were being written in my mind and heart in
moments that I sought your comfort. I am eternally grateful to be allowed
the privilege of being your disciple.
 



Although very far from it, I feel like I am slowly regaining consciousness
after some solid years of being lost in an abyss. My gratitude for your
presence in my life has been like a lasso holding me securely.
 
Being exposed to so much m ore in recent years, I see so many people
yearning for guidance. It makes me happy to know I have you. But it
pains me when I think of all the times I’ve taken advantage of not taking
advantage of your association. I hope to grow to be a fraction of what a
good disciple would be.
 
Although my words are few, I thoroughly enjoyed writing this to you.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja. I wish you a blissful and blessed Vyasa-puja
celebration.
 
Your tiny servant,
Govinda-mohini dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I pray that the guru-
parampara and Their Lordships bless you more than they always do, with
good health, longevity, and increased opportunities for your most
amazing preaching, writing, and speaking Their glories, so that the whole
world will increasingly benefit from your “thirst-quenching” association
and teachings.
 
Although I am unworthy, I still have unflinching faith that you are the
“lighthouse” which will see us all through this journey to reach the lotus
feet of Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha-Giridhari.



 
Offering my prostrated obeisances, with heart and soul at your lotus feet,
 
Your servant,
Haridev dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
To my dear father on the most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja.
 

namah om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
prabhupadati-priya-sri-girirajaya svamine

 
suvaktre sastra-vijñaya drdha-sadhana-saline

radha-rasaviharibhyam bhaktebhyas catma-dayine
 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Giriraj Swami, who is very
dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.
He is loved by Srila Prabhupada and is an expert speaker and knower of
shastra. He is fixed in sadhana and has given his life in service to Radha-
Rasabihari and the devotees.”
 
These mantras offered to Your Divine Grace today describe you
succinctly and superbly.
 
We see that our dear Lord Krishna spoke of Your Divine Grace in
Bhagavad-gita (9.14):
 

satatam kirtayanto mam
yatantas ca drdha-vratah

namasyantas ca mam bhaktya
nitya-yukta upasate

 
“Always chanting My glories, endeavoring with great determination,
bowing down before Me, these great souls perpetually worship Me with



devotion.”
 
You are most certainly drdha-vrata.
 
I quote from a room conversation in Bhubaneswar on January 31, 1977:
 
Prabhupada: Beneficial, but you must fill up your promise, vow, that “I
shall chant.” Drdha-vrata. First be drdha-vrata. If your chanting is not
finished, you should give up your sleeping. You must try to finish. That is
called drdha-vrata. So whatever promise, quota—“I must finish it.” Stop
all other business. That is called drdha-vrata. Bhajante mam drdha-vratah.
Find out this verse, mahatmanas tu mam partha. No, then satatam
kirtayanto mam.
 
Satsvarupa: Not mahatmanas? Next one. Satatam kirtayanto mam yatantas
ca drdha-vratah.
 
Prabhupada: Drdha-vrata. If you have no drdha-vrata, that is no vow. So,
drdha-vrata means you must promise that “I shall chant at least,
minimum, so many times.” That is called drdha-vrata.
 
Satsvarupa: “With determination.”
 
Prabhupada: With determination.
 
You have set the supreme example of fulfilling all your vows, and more to
Srila Prabhupada in everything you do, and most recently by the
completion of your book, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu Story. We
eagerly await its arrival.
 
Recently I heard you speak of a memorable interaction you had with Srila
Prabhupada. He was speaking to a guest, and you had shifted your focus
from the guest to Srila Prabhupada. At that point you noticed Srila
Prabhupada looking at you with immense affection like a loving father or
grandfather.
 



I can only imagine how proud you had made him, and are still making
him.
 
In his moving offering, His Holiness Satsvarupa Das Goswami mentioned
that when you joined the Boston temple, you lifted the entire yatra. This
was an amazing statement that really struck my heart.
 
Thank you very much for your prayers, care, and concern for all of us.
 
You are our rock, fixed in our hearts, immovable from our minds, and the
foundation of our spiritual life.
 
Please permit me to take this opportunity to wish you the happiest of
birthdays and extend our gratitude to your mother and father for
bringing you to us and raising you impeccably. May we inherit a tiny
ounce of their skill, devotion, and love as parents.
 
We wish you 108 more healthy and happy years.
 
Happy birthday, Guru Maharaja! We love you dearly.
 
Your stupid son and servant,
Isvara Puri dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances on this most auspicious
occasion of your Vyasa-puja. All glories to our founder-acharya Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Loving Grace.
 
One of your many glorious qualities that has deeply touched my heart is
how you unmotivatingly want everyone to be happy. After speaking to
me outside the Krishna-Balaram temple at our first meeting in Sri



Vrindavan dhama, you asked me if I was happy. Years later, when I
became a mother, you asked if I was happy, and till this day you instruct
me to chant and be happy, and when you sign off from chanting japa on
Facebook, your slogan is “be happy, healthy and holy, holy by associating
with the holy name.” I have come to realize that true happiness is being
connected to you, Guru Maharaja, through service and your instructions.
 
I am such a junior devotee and don’t have much spiritual knowledge, but
by some special mercy I got to personally serve you at a few different
places, where I got to witness more of your amazing qualities that I heard
about.
 
When Mother Kaulini’s son was leaving for the airport from Stuyvesant
Falls, you quickly rushed to the kitchen where I was, and told me to pack
a sandwich for him as road food. When I opened the fridge, you stood
there and went through the ingredients we could add in it, watched me
make it and wrap it. As I wrapped the second sandwich with foil you said,
“And this time, try not to crease the foil so much.”
 
This is the type of care you have for everyone, together with attention to
detail in every little thing you do. This is just one example, and there are
so many other remembrances about your care that I could go on writing
about.
 
How I wish I could come to Carpinteria and serve you again, but
circumstances are different now. Thankfully, technology alleviates the
separation we feel from you these days. You graciously give so much of
your time through online classes, and kindly share your sacred time
whilst chanting japa.
 
Chanting with you has become the highlight of my day; it greatly
minimizes the problems and stress of our current day pandemic. You
chant with such deep absorption and carefully pronounce each syllable
with so much of love and attention, where one cannot help but try to do
the same.
 



Thank you for being the beam of light in my dark life. I pray to always
remain connected to you, and receive your merciful glances, Guru
Maharaja.
 
Your servant always,
Kamala-sundari dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Maharaja,
 
Happy Vyasa-puja!
 
On this special day, I want to thank you for your selflessness and the
encouragement you give us. I am always touched by your kindness and
humble nature. You have always been the example of the perfect person I
look up to. Thank you for always being there for our family.
 
Please continue to bless us with your mercy and association.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Lots of love,
Your servant,
Bhaktin Kishori Peres
Durban
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja, Guru Maharaja!



 
Guru Maharaja, it is my great misfortune not to have your personal
association, but I also consider myself most fortunate to have your mercy,
blessings, and guidance. I was recently put in a difficult position, having
to deal with some family issues. I felt hopeless as I did not know how to
handle the situation, but Your Divine Grace was extremely merciful and
blessed me by appearing in my dream and reassuring me that everything
was going to be alright. Your Divine Grace majestically appeared in front
of me and said, “Don’t worry, as your spiritual father, I will take care of
you.”
 
Over the past few months I have been drawing strength and courage
from this dream, whenever I am in difficult situations. It gives me
comfort and reassurance that I’m being protected and taken care of by
my spiritual father.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for your mercy, care, and guidance, and for
always being there for me.
 
Praying to be always in your prayers and desiring to be always in your
association.
 
Your grateful daughter,
Lila Manjari dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my repeated obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All
glories to your Sri Vyasa-puja.
 
Thank you for the inspiration you embody
Always fixed in sadhana diligently



Ever willing to share your knowledge
Freeing the listener from material bondage
 
Astute in knowledge of scriptures
Conveying Srila Prabhupada in perfect picture
Accurate memories of lessons well learnt
Assimilating which, karma can be burnt
 
Influencing lives - divine touch stone
Steadfast on the path Prabhupada has shown
During this pandemic so many lectures you deliver
Thus, you are the devotees best care giver
 
Even though I am your unworthy servant
 
To be of service is my prayer so fervent
Wishing you a happy Sri Vyasa-puja day
Praying that all things auspicious always come your way.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Madri dasi
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obedience. All glories to Sri Sri Dayal Nitai-
Vijaya Gauranga. All glories to Srila Parabhupada. All glories to Your
Divine Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are the friend of the poor and we are in despair.
Your personal guidance and inspiration is all we have. We have but a
drop of real love for you, and we are trying to fan this spark to keep it
alive by constantly doing whatever it takes to be Krishna conscious.
 



We are trying daily to appreciate what you have given us, this Krishna
consciousness. I have this one small realization, that this Krishna
consciousness is based on two platforms, that is gratitude and
appreciation without which there is no Krishna consciousness or
advancement.
 
May we always appreciate and be grateful for what you have done for us,
poor ignorant fools, who are bereft of knowledge and good fortune.
Kindly be merciful to us so we can always be grateful and appreciate Your
Divine Grace, and render some small service to your lotus feet.
 
Thank you for having saved us from this dangerous world of illusion and
envious living entities. May we always be at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
Thanking you once more. Your worthless servants,
Mahaprabhu dasa and family
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
I pray to find words to thank and glorify Your Divine Grace for your
mercy in my life.
 
Your Divine Grace’s mercy is the only reason I am physically alive and
clinging to spiritual life.
 
Your Divine Grace’s presence on the planet and your mercy causelessly
given to me, is the only reason why, for decades, I could carry on day
after day.
 



By Your Divine Grace’s mercy only, are there sometimes in this dense
and obdurate mind, flashes of awareness of another and spiritual reality.
 
If I view all things and make the mental calculations, I can see there is
another power working here. That mercy saved and continues to save my
life. Without the mercy of the spiritual master, there is no hope for me.
 
May Lord Nrsimhadeva protect and bless Guru Maharaja eternally.
 
With gratitude, your aspiring servant,
Bhaktin Marie
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories unto Your Divine Grace.
 
With great anticipation I awaited your Vyasa-puja, desiring to offer my
deepest gratitude to you for all the mercy and blessings you showered
upon me this last year. I listened with rapt attention to the wonderful,
heartfelt offerings by your disciples and well-wishers, and I
enthusiastically offer them my obeisances for their great love and sincere
dedication to you. Someday I hope that I can muster the sincerity and
depth of appreciation that they have to aptly glorify you, and attract your
mercy, Maharaja.
 
I want to express my infinite gratitude to you for your detailed
instructions in your emails; I always look forward to your guidance and
instructions, which are tailored to help me advance. Thank you!
 
Last year I was hankering for the opportunity to serve my Guru
Maharaja, Partha Sarathi Das Goswami Maharaja, and I revealed to you
my heart’s desire to render some service. I received a very encouraging



response from you, blessing me to be able to serve to my heart’s content.
Those kind words of mercy manifested in an unprecedented way, and to
date I have been granted that rare opportunity. Thank you, Maharaja;
your words are like a wish-fulfilling touchstone, cintamani.
 
In reciprocation, I would like to know how I can be of service to you. By
serving you, I can please both my Guru Maharaja and Srila Prabhupada.
 
Words fail me. I am like an illiterate fool rummaging through a
vocabulary that I have no grasp of. I try hopelessly to find the words to
express how grateful I am, but I fail, because no words can adequately
glorify you.
 
You are Srila Prabhupada’s illustrious son and beacon of hope. Thank you
for guiding us on this journey back home.
 
Your struggling niece,
Nadiya devi dasi (PSDG)
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
My dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your
Holiness. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On this glorious day of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to say, “THANK
YOU, Guru Maharaja, for being in my life”—the most pure and special
person in this world.
 
You have shown by your example, by being such an exemplary disciple of
Srila Prabhupada, that there is no higher duty than service to guru. You
are a perfect disciple to a perfect spiritual master. My words are
insufficient to express the deep gratitude I feel for your being the axis in
my life, keeping me steady and moving me in the right direction.



 
The other day, I was listening to a beautiful song, and what struck me
most was how attuned the musicians and singers were to each other,
creating such harmony and enhancing the beautiful words of the song.
And I was thinking that, in a similar way, by your mercy, we should also
be attuned to your values and instructions, which would enhance our
Krishna consciousness and our service to you.
 
I was remembering an experience while we were walking with you at
Butterfly Beach, near Carpinteria. After your walk, you would sit on a
bench by the beach. On one occasion there was an elderly man sitting on
that bench, and when he saw you, he woke up, and with so much respect
for you, indicated for you to take the seat. You exchanged a few words
with him, and he was smiling. Wherever you go, you carry such an aura of
respect, purity, humility, concern, compassion, and love.
 
I have been fortunate enough to come to Carpinteria a few times. After
the first time, I was hooked. I relish and cherish every single moment of
being there. Thank you so much, Guru Maharaja, for these opportunities,
for your compassion and kindness, your love and mercy, and more. You
are very dear to me.
 
Srila Krishnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami says that all good qualities become
manifest in the body of a Vaishnava, and he lists the twenty-six qualities:
1. He is kind to everyone. 2. He does not make anyone his enemy. 3.
Truthful. 4. He is equal to everyone. 5. No one can find fault in him. 6.
Magnanimous. 7. Mild. 8. Always clean. 9. Without possessions. 10. Works
for everyone’s benefit. 11. Very peaceful. 12. Always surrendered to
Krishna. 13. Has no material desires. 14. Very meek. 15. Steady. 16.
Controls his senses. 17. Does not eat more than required. 18. Not
influenced by the Lord’s illusory energy. 19. He offers respect to
everyone. 20. Does not desire any respect for himself. 21. Very grave. 22.
Merciful. 23. Friendly. 24. Poetic. 25. Expert. 26. Silent.
 
The above is a perfect description of you, Guru Maharaja.
 



I pray on this auspicious day that the blessings of Srila Prabhupada and
Sri Gauranga be showered upon you always. And I also pray for your
mercy that we may be able to follow your example.
 
Your loving servant,
Nikunja Viharini dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Our dearest and beloved Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet. All glories
to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
In the early days of ISKCON, closer to its beginning, Srila Prabhupada
had the pure desire to please Sri Krishna by building Him a beautiful
temple at Juhu Beach in Bombay. To facilitate this service, Srila
Prabhupada invited many devotees from all over the world, especially
North America, to assist with the development of the Juhu project. Some
devotees who arrived on the invitation, booked the most immediate flight
out of India, for the culture shock was too great to bear. They did not last
even a day in Bombay! Others who were brave enough and perhaps more
adventurous, managed to stay a week or so, but they too also left! But you,
Guru Maharaja, responding to a personal instruction from Srila
Prabhupada to head the Juhu project, arrived in Bombay and never left!
Your Divine Grace endured many austerities and sacrifices in the line of
service to successfully complete the beautiful Radha-Rasabihari temple,
much to the pleasure of Srila Prabhupada, the Vaishnavas, and the
extended community. His Holiness Radhanath Swami once shared some
insights about the Juhu temple at a Vyasa-puja program.
 
In November 2006, there was a Vyasa-puja celebration for Your Divine
Grace, with the local devotees, hosted at Candytuft Drive in Ventura—
at Krishna Kirtan and Mother Kandarpa Manjari’s residence. It was one
of the sweetest programs ever. There were many devotees and guests from



the surrounding towns of Ojai, Goleta, Santa Barbara, Carpinteria,
Moorpark, Visalia, and even from afar as San Diego. We were very
fortunate that His Holiness Radhanath Swami, who was visiting your
ashram at that time, also attended. It was very enlivening for us to hear
Maharaja speak your glories. In his address he said that we were very
fortunate to have Your Divine Grace as our spiritual master, as our guide
and as our mentor. We were the most fortunate, he said. “Giriraj
Maharaja is very dear to Srila Prabhupada,” he continued. “There is no
one more dear to Srila Prabhupada than Giriraj Maharaja, for the service
he has rendered to Srila Prabhupada, and continues to do so to this day.”
 
Then Maharaja went on to speak about Juhu in its development—and
the austere conditions to perform that service. There was not even
proper sanitation and ablution facilities. The devotees were prone to
different diseases due to the environment and surroundings. The rats
were another major issue. The rats would bite the devotees while they
were resting at night. The rats were huge—they were so huge that even
the cats were afraid of them.
 
Then Maharaja told the story of how the devotees came up with an idea
to bring in a cat to take care of the rat problem in an eco-friendly and
very natural hierarchical manner. “So one day the cat was let in with
high expectations. The next day the devotees woke to check on the
success of the cat. They noticed rats still scurrying around, but the cat
was nowhere to be seen. Then one devotee noticed the cat perched high
up, away from the rats, with an arched back, terrified! The cat did not
provide any relief to the problem, and so the rats continued their antics,
much to the harassment and discomfort of the sincere devotees.
 
“Not only did Giriraj Maharaja have to tolerate the rats, but also the
extreme weather Bombay had to offer. Maharaja had to go out all day,
every day, in the heat and the rain. . . . so many adverse conditions, to
sign life members, distribute books, arrange festivals, and massive pandal
programs. Giriraj Maharaja made so many sacrifices and endured so much
difficulty to please his spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada, and Their
Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari. Actually the pillars of the Radha-



Rasabihari temple are made from Giriraj Maharaja’s own blood and
sweat! Maharaja’s sincere service and hard work has endeared him to
Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari.
 
“Maharaja is also very dear to us and to the devotees of ISKCON for his
genuine service and dedication. You may not know this, but the biggest
leaders in ISKCON have so much faith in Giriraj Maharaja, that they
won’t make any major decision without first checking it with Giriraj
Maharaja. That is the position of our Giriraj Maharaja.”
 
Guru Maharaja, we are in awe of your sacrifice, and loyal service to Srila
Prabhupada and the parampara.
 
Recently in a Zoom darshan, Mother Mallika asked Your Divine Grace to
speak about the difficulties, the austerities, the sacrifices, and
inconveniences you had to endure in the construction of the Juhu
temple, and then as the president there. We expected to hear you
elaborate on how challenging it was to be there, and how much you had
suffered—giving us all the details. On the contrary, you answered in a
very profound and polite manner— steeped in tolerance and humility.
Your reply was that you were so focused and fixed on the service and the
task on hand, that you could not be distracted, or pay attention to
anything else. You were so deeply absorbed in service that you were not
conscious of your personal difficulties.
 
Regarding being completely focused and not being distracted, we read in
the Mahabharata how Arjuna, his brothers, and cousins were trained in
archery and warcraft, by the great teacher Dronacharya, the master of
combat. Arjuna had razor sharp focus, and was the one who excelled the
most in archery. Once, to test their abilities, Dronacharya placed a
wooden sparrow on the branch of a tree, and asked his students to aim for
the eye of the sparrow as their target. Then Dronacharya inquired from
the students, “Tell me, what do you see? Tell me everything you see.” In
response each of the students replied slightly differently, “I see the bird,
the branches and the tree,” said one. Another student replied, “I see the
bird, the tree, the sky, the clouds, the sun, O Drona.” Then another



responded, “O my teacher, I see the bird, the tree, the sun and the skies . .
” Yet another replied, “I see the wooden bird, the branch, and the tree. I
can see the leaves moving, and even more birds sitting on the same tree”.
Then it was Arjuna’s turn, and Drona asked, “Tell me what you can see,
Arjuna,” “I can see only the eye of the bird,” replied Arjuna. “Can you
not see the trees and the sky? Or perhaps the branch the bird is sitting
on?” asked Dronacharya. “No my lord, all I can see is the eye and nothing
else,” was Arjuna’s response. Then, on Drona’s order, Arjuna shot his
arrow straight into the bird’s eye. It was a perfect shot. All the others had
missed the target. Drona was pleased with Arjuna and blessed him
further. Arjuna went on to become the greatest warrior, the best archer
in the world—a warrior without equal.
 
This episode in the Mahabharata reminds us of your mood in focus and
concentration. Nothing deters or distracts Your Divine Grace from pure
devotional service. Just as Arjuna fixed his focus on the target, Your
Divine Grace has also never lost sight of the goal in Krishna
consciousness—to remain always fixed in the service of guru,
unconditionally. Just as Arjuna was blessed by his master, Dronacharya,
similarly Your Divine Grace has been blessed by Srila Prabhupada with
unimaginable spiritual potency. Your Divine Grace has the greatest
depth in realization and has earned the highest respect and worship, from
all.
 
Coming back to the point of His Holiness Radhanath Swami’s statement
that the pillars of the Juhu temple are made from your own “blood and
sweat,” it is an indication that the pillars have become the repository of
the ecstasy from your service and the bliss of pleasing guru and Krishna.
It is all contained within those pillars. We find that when pilgrims visit a
tirtha, they bow down in respect, they sometimes roll on the ground, and
at other times they embrace the sacred building to imbibe a mood of
devotion and full surrender. Likewise, we can also embrace those sacred
pillars of the Juhu temple, to touch and feel your transcendental ecstasy
that Your Divine Grace has so kindly stored there for our benefit, and
thus we may also be blessed with total sincerity and unconditional
surrender.



 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for the unlimited opportunities Your Divine
Grace has created for our advancement and benefit in Krishna
consciousness. Countless opportunities—initiation into the holy name,
the Japa Sanga sessions, the Girirajswami.com website with access to a
variety of audio and video, the books Your Divine Grace has authored,
the abundant Zoom sessions, your personal email link, Facebook,
Whatsapp, etc. We are eternally grateful to you, Guru Maharaja, for your
kindness in sacrificing your precious time in creating these facilities for
our personal development and advancement.
 
Thank you abundantly for everything, Guru Maharaja, and for
continuing to care for us.
 
Your ever-aspiring servant,
Pundarika Vidyanidhi dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
On the glorious occasion of Sri Vyasa-puja, we express our gratitude and
sincerely pray to deepen our eternal relationship with Your Divine
Grace, and to forever be fixed in service at your lotus feet. We pray that
we may always live our lives in a way that would be pleasing to you.
 
Lost Conditioned Soul
 
I will surely be King, Lord over it all
Surrounded by my glass prison wall
These pieces of glass, look how they shine
They must be real, they are all mine



 
Illusions of grandeur, I do not deceive
Look at this adulation, all just for me
A fish out of the water, oh no not me
I am so happy, just look at my following
 
Fleeting happiness I chase with quick feet
Yet somehow I am still stuck on repeat
What is fake and what is real
Are these trappings just for me
 
Birth after birth, never learning at all
Same old mistakes I continue to befall
 
Our Saving Grace, Your Divine Grace
 
The Absolute Truth compassionately revealed
Your overflowing heart cannot be concealed
Friend of the fallen, always gentle and kind
Srila Prabhupada’s eternal grace you always remind
 
Goloka Dham, Radha Krishna Prema
Sat, Cit, Ananda through the Holy Name
Servant of the servant, much better than fame
Leave behind this temporary game
 
The Six Goswami’s your constant guide
Srila Prabhupada’s instructions completely imbibed
You nourish our bhakti and make it easy to decide
The Shelter of your lotus feet may our minds always be entwined
 
You know the way, pray no pause or delay
Let’s go with haste, this life we must not waste
Your benevolent smile brings joy to the heart
A shelter to all, just like Giriraja
 



Praying to be your servants always,
Nanda Kishor dasa, Kandarpa Manjari devi dasi, Gopal and Srimati
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine

 
om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
On this most glorious day of your Vyasa-puja. Please accept my humble
and prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-
Radhanath.
 
Srila Prabhupada had given you a direct instruction to write books
because he knew your sincerity, faith, and your love for him. Guru
Maharaja, like a general in Srila Prabhupada’s army, you had taken that
instruction and made it your life’s commitment. Your love for Srila
Prabhupada manifested in Watering the Seed, Many Moons, Life’s Final
Exam, and your forthcoming book, I’ll Build You a Temple: The Juhu
Story. A thousand pranamas.
 
As I take time to reflect on how fortunate I am to have you as my
spiritual father, and you helping me in my spiritual progress by bringing
me closer to Srila Prabhupada and the Divine Couple, at times I also



reflect on how I can serve you. I then feel how fortunate I am, and at the
same time I feel a sense of guilt as I feel I’m not doing much. I pray to
Srimati Radharani that someday I will be able to assist you in whatever
menial way to carry out your service to Srila Prabhupada. I sometimes
hear people referring to me as Giriraja Swami’s disciple. I feel a sense of
guilt for not doing more to deserve such a title and I feel that I need to
become purified and need to serve you and glorify you more. At the same
time, my heart is filled with love for you, thinking how fortunate I am to
have such an expert spiritual father who does not desert me, based on my
lack of qualification.
 
I pray that someday I will be able to continue to follow your instructions
through all that life throws at me and one day make you proud. I hardly
keep in touch or write to you, but the years fly by, and by your mercy, I
feel a strengthening connection to you. I know that following your
instructions is the only way I will be able to attain service unto you and
Srila Prabhupada lifetime after lifetime. I am convinced that you won’t
give up on me.
 
Your servant of the servant,
Navayauvana dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious Vyasa-puja
celebration. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 

sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala bhakati-sadma,
bando mui savadhana mate

jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,
krsna-prapti hoy jaha hate

 



“The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can
attain pure devotional service. I bow to his lotus feet with great awe and
reverence. By his grace one can cross the ocean of material suffering and
obtain the mercy of Krishna.”
 
Guru Maharaja, thank you for giving me shelter at your lotus feet.
 
I pray that you always keep me at the shelter of your lotus feet, in
ISKCON, and in the service of the Vaishnavas.
 
Thank you for guiding me through the pain and difficulty that I
experienced when we lost many of your godbrothers, and for helping me
to gain a better overall understanding in this regard.
 
All glories to you, always quoting the most apt anecdotes of Srila
Prabhupada, in context to all your classes.
 
All glories to your inspirational, structured, and methodical classes which
reflect a lot of significance and relevance to me.
 
Thank you for saving me from this ocean of material existence.
 
Your most insignificant and fallen servant,
Navin Krsna dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
The Story of Krishna’s Flute
By Nikunja Vilasini dasi
Durban
 
Dedicated to my spiritual master, His Divine Grace Srila Giriraj Swami
Maharaja, who transforms hearts by spreading Krishna’s names
throughout the world, just as Krishna’s flute transforms everything it
touches by its sweet song.



 
The Venu, Krishna’s bamboo flute
Was once a bamboo stick
He grew on the banks of the Yamuna
Until he was tall and thick
 
He bowed down to the dust
Where golden footprints tread
While the other bamboos looked up high
What a strange fellow he is, they said
 
Krishna came to the grassy shore
And spoke to the little bamboo
Can I ask you a favor, little one?
Sure, blue boy, anything for you!
 
I want to cut you and shape you
Into a handsome little flute
With six holes that play eight notes
Which will perfectly me suit
 
Is there another way?
The little bamboo cried
I’m afraid not, said Krishna
But it will be worth your while
 
The bamboo stick became a flute
That stays by Krishna’s side
When Krishna leaves His cowherd friends
The flute smiles with divine pride
 
Krishna loves to play His flute
And fill it with magical sound
When it enters the ears and heart
The powerful effects resound
 



Who can describe the melody
Of the little Venu flute
Only by seeing its victims
We can know the hidden truth
 
When Krishna plays the first note
Lord Shiva forgets his dance
He becomes dizzy and drops his drum
In a stupefied trance
 
Lord Brahma the creator
Forgets his eminent position
With his four heads and four brains
He’s confused beyond recognition
 
The Gandharvas lose their voices
Not knowing what’s wrong
Lord Indra falls off his elephant
And bows to the flute song
 
The second note echoes through
Vrindavan’s green pastures
The Yamuna starts to flow backwards
In bliss she twirls and dances
 
The moon becomes stunned
By the enchanting third note
His face beams brighter
He almost forgets to float
 
The fourth note is a message
To Krishna’s beloved cows
Their ears shoot up and drink
The nectar it endows
 
They freeze in the moment



Like a picture in a book
The cows forget to chew the grass
While the calves blankly look
 
Krishna calls them one group at a time
By each flute note He hums
White cows, black cows, cows of all colors,
Cows with heads like mridanga drums
 
Thousands of cows come to Govinda
But some pretend they don’t hear
So the flute calls their names
Shyama, Gauri, Pushpa, Priya
 
Enraptured by Krishna’s flute
They drink His moonlike face
They lick His lotus feet
Holding Him in their heart’s embrace
 
They all return home in a dust storm
As the sun begins to sleep
When Krishna’s devotees hear His flute
They laugh and joyfully weep
 
The flute tune soothes their aching hearts
For it means that Krishna is near
His absence seemed like an eternity
But now it’s bliss they hear
 
The flute song makes the peacocks dance
And the cuckoos sing in their nests
Sometimes Krishna plays for Himself
Or in a concert for His guests
 
When He plays the fifth note
On a starry full-moon night



The gopis follow the flute song
Till their Krishna is in sight
 
All the seasons become manifest
With the sixth note’s powers
Inundating the Vrindavan forest
With its bounteous fruits and flowers
 
Krishna makes lakes appear
With His bamboo flute so rare
He slaps His friend Vishal with His flute
and initiates Brahma into His care
 
With the mystical seventh note
He creates a symphony of mellows
Combining summer or winter, autumn or spring
In different varieties and flavors
 
The eighth note is meant for Radha
Whom the flute player adores
She leaves everything when She hears the flute
To run to the Yamuna’s shores
 
She sees Her Kanha in a bending pose
Crooked and full of contradictions
The flute is like the flautist
Paradoxical beyond our imaginations
 
A flute has many holes
So it seems to be defective
Yet the music it plays
Is incredibly effective
 
Krishna’s flute is hollow
Yet holds a song deeply felt
And although it’s coarse and hard



It can make hard hearts melt
 
The Vamsi flute, like its name,
Is said to be high-class, not rash
Yet Krishna’s Vamsi makes the gopis
Abandon their vamsas in a flash
 
The bamboo stick was humble
And gave Krishna his life
With it the blue boy made a miracle
And took away all strife
 
The flute is not duplicitous
What is inside is out, it’s said
So Krishna blew sweet music
Through its six holes it spread
 
The six holes are the six anarthas
That bind us to this material space
When we become hollow like the flute
Krishna can fill us with His grace
 
When we are humble like the flute
And bow to Krishna’s will
He will use us as instruments
For His purpose to fulfill
 
Krishna came as Chaitanya
In this iron age so cold
His flute was born the mridanga
To echo in an age of gold
 
The flute song is the maha-mantra
Holy names impurities uproot
Connecting us to Vrindavan
Where Krishna plays His flute



 
A messenger of the divine flute
Is Srila Prabhupada’s dear son
I bow down to my gurudeva
Whose love embraces everyone
 
(Inspired by Ananda Vrindavan Champu by Kavi Karnapura and Gopala
Champu by Srila Jiva Gosvami)
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to your genuine heart.
 
In this world full of fickleness, it has become very rare to find a person
who is genuine. With utmost pride, Guru Maharaja, I have found you to
be the most genuine person in my life. Your hallmark of transparency
and integrity makes you the finest master.
 
Guru Maharaja, you always have the right attitude when dealing with
devotees and people in general. You aren’t desperate for attention, but
you still capture the hearts of everyone. This is because you see the world
through the eyes of others before you pass judgment on them. It doesn’t
mean that you need to believe what they believe, but you truly
understand their position and let them be who they are in front of you.
Because of your genuine heart, it’s natural that you will be generous to
all, not considering who is deserving of your mercy and who is not.
 
Although I am most undeserving, I have been continually blessed by your
unfailing generosity. This was exemplified in my recent visit to you in
Carpentaria. You had so nicely orchestrated your plans despite my own
plans. I initially felt concerned that we would disrupt the peaceful
atmosphere at your home. But by your encouraging and affectionate
mood you lovingly insisted we stay with you. There you stood with a very



big smile, welcoming us like a loving father. We truly felt at home and
you allowed my son to be unrestricted.
 
Guru Maharaja, you made every effort to maximize our association with
you. Every morning with you was a glimpse into the spiritual world. Your
mood of prayerful chanting before your beautiful Deities elevated our
taste for chanting.
 
At times you went out of your comfort zone to create lasting memories
with us. The nights were freezing, but you still agreed to visit Rose
Forkash twice in that week to allow my family to also meet her. I was
mesmerized by your patience and love that night.
 
On the morning of Nityananda Trayodasi, I felt most fortunate to be
with you, but at the same time, I felt heart-broken to leave Your Divine
Grace.
 
As I waved you goodbye, I thought of the verse in glorification of Lord
Nityananda: “He delivers all those who fall down before Him. Therefore,
He has delivered such a sinful and fallen person as me.”
 
May I always fall before your lotus feet.
 
Your undeserving daughter,
Nitya-manjari dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All
glories to Your Divine Grace! All glories to your disciples!
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance anniversary, we would
like to acknowledge our indebtedness, gratitude, and appreciation to you.



 
Sri Vyasa-puja is a celebration of appreciation and love on the part of the
disciples for receiving special mercy of guidance and support from their
most beloved spiritual master.
 
You have given us many instructions, the most important being to chant
the holy names:
 

harer nama harer nama harer namaiva kevalam
kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha

 
Kalau means “in this age.” Nasty eva, nasty eva, nasty eva—three times
nasty eva. Eva means “certainly,” and nasti means “not.” “Certainly not,
certainly not, certainly not.” What is that “certainly not?” One cannot
realize oneself by karma. That is the first “certainly not.” One cannot
realize oneself by jnana. That is the second “certainly not.” One cannot
realize oneself by yoga. Certainly not. Kalau. Kalau means “in this age.”
Kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty eva gatir anyatha. In this age one certainly
cannot achieve success by any of these three methods.
 
Then what is the recommended process? Harer nama harer nama harer
namaiva kevalam. Simply chant the Hare Krishna mantra. Kevalam
means “only.” Simply chant Hare Krishna. It is the easiest and most
sublime process. This is recommended, practical, and authorized. So take
it. Accept it in any condition of life. Chant. There is no expenditure,
there is no loss. We are not chanting a secret. No. It is open. And by
chanting you will cleanse your heart.” (Srila Prabhupada, Attaining
Perfection)
 
THANK YOU for encouraging us and supporting us to chant. In 2001,
Gopalraj Prabhu and I visited you in Carpinteria. I recall Sada Sundara
Keshava Prabhu telling me how you had not missed a day of chanting
your prescribed rounds, even to the extent of your incapacity whilst
being hospitalised during that time of your heart illness, you calculated
the days in hospital and caught up. You are serious about your chanting
and encourage us to be the same. THANK YOU for affording us the



opportunity to chant japa daily with you.
 
“There are two classes of men. Some of them are full of polluted material
things within their heart, and some of them are materially free. Krishna
consciousness is equally beneficial for both of these persons. Those who
are full of dirty things can take to the line of Krishna consciousness for a
gradual cleansing process, following the regulative principles of
devotional service. Those who are already cleansed of the impurities may
continue to act in the same Krishna consciousness so that others may
follow their exemplary activities and thereby be benefitted.” (Bg 4.15
purport)
 

tad-viddhi pranipatena, pariprasnena sevaya
upadeksyanti te jnanam, jnaninas tattva-darsinah

 
“Just try and learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire
from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realised
souls can impart knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth.”
 
Thank you, Srila Prabhupada! Thank you to our Sri Sri Radha-
Radhanath for bringing you into our lives and hearts. May we not forget
our good fortune and always conduct ourselves in a manner that
demonstrates and acknowledges our debt to you.
 
Your servant of your servants,
Nityananda dasa and Vasudha devi dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Srila Giriraj Maharaja,
 
Please accept my prostrated obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus
feet. All glories to Your Sri Vyasa-puja celebration. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada.
 



In Caitanya-caritamrta Adi-lila 7.72, Srila Prabhupada writes in the
purport quoting his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami Maharaja, “One can become perfectly successful in the mission
of his life if he acts exactly according to the words he hears from the
mouth of his spiritual master.” Srila Prabhpada continues, “This
acceptance of the words of the spiritual master is called srauta-vakya,
which indicates that the disciple must carry out the spiritual master’s
instructions without deviation. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura
remarks in this connection that a disciple must accept the words of his
spiritual master as his life and soul.”
 
There is no doubt that Maharaja has and continues to carry out Srila
Prabhupada’s instructions perfectly. Srila Prabhupada’s instructions are
your life and soul. You live Srila Prabhupada’s instructions through your
mind, body and words. Please bless me with the strength to understand
the importance of the instructions of the spiritual master and to also
make them my life and soul.
 
You had shared and guided me with many of Srila Prabhupada’s
instructions when I was serving as temple president in Hillbrow in the
early 1990s. It was my good fortune to have the guidance of both Your
Holiness and Srila Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja serving as Co-GBCs
for South Africa at that time.
 
I am eternally grateful for all your guidance and mercy that you showered
upon this unqualified and useless soul.
 
A week before Srila Bhakti Charu Swami Maharaja left Ujjain for
America, Maharaja called me and encouraged me in pursuing and
continuing with Chaitanya Life Academy. On this most auspicious day of
your Sri Vyasa-puja I like to humbly offer this service as an offering, at
the dust of your lotus feet and ask for your blessings for both Madri dasi
and myself to spend the rest of our remaining time on this planet trying
to fulfil Srila Prabhupada desire and wish to establish varnasrama.
 
During Srila Prabhupada’s last days, he told His Holiness Tamal Krsna



Maharaja, “I want to establish varnasrama.” And when Tamal Krsna
Goswami asked, “How will you do that?” Prabhupada spoke of Gita
Nagari and said. “I will go to Gita Nagari. I will sit down, and I will teach
you how to live off the land.”
 
The focus of Caitanya Life Academy is to attract new souls and cultivate
them systematically in Krishna consciousness. By 2030 our goal is to help
establish a farm project in every city cross the globe where there is an
ISKCON center. Caitanya Life Academy will provide all the resources
and education in establishing these farm communities. Below are
screenshots of our site https://chaitanyalifeacademy.org/
 
I fall at the dust of your lotus feet and beg your blessings and mercy to try
our best in serving Srila Prabhupada’s instructions and to launch
Chaitanya Life Academy for student registration. Please forgive me for
any offenses caused at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
Your servant,
Nrsimhananda dasa
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.
 
I would like to thank you for always being kind, tolerant, and merciful to
Priya Darsini and myself. We have always enjoyed your association and
always look forward to seeing you. We have fond memories of your visits
in South Africa and hope that we will someday be able to serve you in
some capacity.
 
I want to also thank you for the memories of Srila Prabhupada that you so
lovingly remember and share. This reminds me very much of my Guru

https://chaitanyalifeacademy.org/


Maharaja—you both share such loving and deep affection for Srila
Prabhupada that it permeates your entire being.
 
I admire your sober and thoughtful nature and your presentation of
Krishna consciousness.
 
Please bless us so that we can become useful servants in Srila
Prabhupada’s society by having the opportunity to serve Srila
Prabhupada’s close associates such as yourself.
 
I pray that you continue with good health and that we may have your
darshan soon.
 
Your servant,
Prabhanu dasa (BCS)
Phoenix, Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to
Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja!
 
I’m so unqualified to be your daughter, and I’m sorry. I pray that in time
and by your mercy I may one day become qualified. Yet you still accepted
me and took me under your shelter and protection. This is how
compassionate you are and how unconditionally you love us.
 
I am forever indebted to you, Guru Maharaja, and I don’t know how to
even begin to repay you. I wonder in which lifetime I will be able to make
you proud to have me as your daughter.
 
How can such an unqualified and insignificant person even begin to



honor and glorify Your Divine Grace, someone of such stature and
magnanimity? All I can do is beg for your continued mercy and pray that
one day I will be worthy to be called your daughter—even though I
delight in the fact that I am your daughter and am so proud to have you
as my spiritual father.
 
Please forgive me, Guru Maharaja, for not doing right by you and for all
my offenses.
 
Please mould me in becoming worthy of calling me your daughter. I am
yours to do as you wish.
 
Your unqualified and insignificant daughter,
Pradhana Gopika
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you on this most auspicious
occasion of your Vyasa-puja.
 
On this very wonderful occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I would like to offer
my sincere gratitude to you, my heartfelt thank you for your kindness,
compassion, mercy, association online, classes, and most of all, your love
and care.
 
Your concern for my wellbeing has touched my heart deeply. Last year,
when I was going through some personal struggles, you Skyped me and
offered your guidance and support. You said that you would pray for me.
And within a few weeks I saw radical changes that could have only come
about because of your prayers. These positive transformations helped me
to better focus on my Krishna consciousness, which I realized is what you
desire.



 
Like this, you make yourself available to everyone – there is no one who
is as personal, warm, loving, and caring. With so much love in your heart,
you do not stop giving–your mercy and kindness have no limits.
 

ekaki amara, nahi paya bala
hari-nama-sankirtane

tumi krpa kori’, sraddha-bindu diya,
deho’ krsna-nama-dhane

 
“I do not find the strength to carry on alone the sankirtana of the holy
name of Hari. Please bless me by giving me just one drop of faith with
which to obtain the great treasure of the holy name of Krishna.” (From
“Ohe Vaisnava Thakura” by Bhaktivinoda Thakura)
 
Guru Maharaja, I am dependent on your mercy! Please continue to pray
for me so that I can have the strength to overcome anything that comes
in the way of pure devotional service.
 
Your association is priceless. Thank you for allowing us to associate with
you every day through your Japa Sanga. By your pure chanting and
association, you give us the strength and inspiration to continue chanting
with great determination, as you do. What better way to associate with
you and brighten our day than by seeing your smiling face and hearing
the holy names from you.
 
Srila Prabhupada wrote in a letter (Tokyo, April 25, 1972):
 
“Yes, you do not know how to serve Krishna, so you simply assist your
guru– we must always think like this, that I do not know how to serve
Radha and Krishna, but my spiritual master knows so I am assisting him.”
 
Assisting you in your service and pleasing you is my only desire, and if
you are pleased, Srila Prabhupada and Srimati Radharani and Krishna
are pleased.
 



On this auspicious occasion, I pray I may never leave your lotus feet,
which are my only shelter. You are a wonderful master and teacher to all
of us and a perfect disciple of Srila Prabhupada.
 
We pray that Sri Radha and Lord Sri Krishna always keep you in good
health so you can continue your wonderful service to Sri Sri Guru and
Gauranga, and inspire us more and more on our path back home to
Godhead.
 
Please continue to look favorably upon me.
 
With lots of love and gratitude,
Your servant and daughter,
Radha dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
THE SAINT WALKING AMONGST US – GIRIRAJ SWAMI
 

nama-srestham manum api saci-putram atra svarupam
rupam tasyagrajam uru-purim mathurim gosthavatim
radha-kundam giri-varam aho radhika-madhavasam
prapto yasya prathita-krpaya sri-gurum tam nato smi

 
“I bow down to the beautiful lotus feet of my spiritual master by whose
causeless mercy I have received the supreme holy name, the divine
mantra, the service of the son of Sacimata, the association of Svarupa
Damodara, Rupa Gosvami, and his older brother Sanatana Gosvami, the
supreme abode of Mathura, the blissful abode of Vrndavana, the divine
Radha Kunda and Govardhana Hill and the desire within my heart for
the loving service of Sri Radhika and Madhava in Vrndavana.”
(Raghunath dasa Goswami)
 
INTRODUCTION
I would like to glorify Your Divine Grace on this auspicious day of your



Vyasa-puja by honoring some of the devotees who helped me develop
faith and love for you. It is said that such devotees are our true friends
and well-wishers. Generally an exalted Vaishnava can only be detected
through the mercy of devotees who are close to him–a Vaishnava is very
careful about keeping myself hidden from the general populace. Guru
Maharaja, you have most certainly attained the platform of a celebrated
Vaishnava, but you cannot be appreciated with mundane vision.
 
In the purport to Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 1.47), Prabhupada
writes, “Actually a Vaishnava does not hanker after fame or a great
reputation. Madhavendra Puri, the king of Vaishnavas, bore his
reputation, but he wanted to keep himself outside of the vision of the
general populace. He wanted to cover his real identity as a great devotee
of the Lord, but when people saw him overwhelmed in the ecstasy of love
of Godhead, they naturally gave credit to him. Actually a first-class
reputation is due Madhavendra Puri because he was a most confidential
devotee of the Lord.”
 
Sometimes a sahajiya presents himself as being void of desires for
reputation (pratistha) in order to become famous as a humble man. Such
people cannot actually attain the platform of celebrated Vaishnavas.”
 
Many devotees have helped me over the years to see your sublime nature,
and I take the dust of their lotus feet on my head. Today I pay tribute to
seven personalities who have enabled my deep reverence for you.
 
The first is His Holiness BHAKTI PRAMOD PURI Maharaja
(Disciple of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati) whom I had the good
fortune of meeting in Kolkata when he was well into his nineties. Sitting
before him in his room, with the atmosphere surcharged with spiritual
sakti, I imagined that that was what it must have been like to be in close
proximity to Srila Prabhupada. Shortly after offering my obeisances and
touching his feet, I was encouraged by the Bengali devotee who took me
there to meet him, to ask questions.
 
But before I could ask my question, Maharaja asked me, “Who is your



spiritual master?” “Giriraj Swami, a disciple of Srila Prabhupada,” I
replied. He remained silent for some time with his eyes closed and then
spoke–his response was profound as he indicated that you were not an
“ordinary man.” Over the years, I have come to realize the import of his
words, and I pray that by the mercy of Lord Balarama (I am writing this
offering today on Balarama Jayanti), I always see you as a Vaikuntha man
—as an eternal servitor of Lord Krishna. The scriptures tell us that if we
see the spiritual master as ordinary, we are doomed.
 
His Holiness SATSVARUPA DAS GOSWAMI
I had the good fortune of attending Maharaja’s Prabhupada Appreciation
seminar in Vrindavan in 1990. Every day Maharaja would take a different
theme about Srila Prabhupada and describe him in a fresh and novel way.
I have yet to hear anyone speak about Prabhupada with such fluidity and
inspiration. In the course of one of the classes, Maharaja spoke briefly
about the Juhu temple and the part you played in its success. It was clear
that Maharaja has a lot of affection and love for you. He also quoted Srila
Prabhupada’s famous statement, “Giriraj is simple, what can be done,” in
the context in which it was spoken by Prabhupada—in praise of Your
Divine Grace.
 
Your life is a glowing tribute of how one can become a powerful
instrument of the Lord simply by holding onto the lotus feet of guru.
Your unassuming simplicity and childlike innocence makes you loveable
to thousands of people. Simplicity is usually considered plain, with no
decoration. So when we think of simplicity we are often not attracted to
it. We tend to put in a lot of effort to make ourselves seem fascinating to
others. But in the process we lose touch with our innate purity and
innocence and become unable to express our true essence.
 
INDRADYUMNA SWAMI
I once asked Maharaja to name his favourite speaker on the Srimad-
Bhagavatam and he responded without hesitation, “Giriraj Swami and
Gopiparanadhana Prabhu.” He helped me strengthen my relationship
with you. At the start of one harinama in Miedzyzdroje, Poland, I was in
conversation with Maharaja, and I clearly recall him saying, “Just like the



way you love Giriraj Maharaja.” Although I am completely unclear about
the nature of the communication with Maharaja, I was surprised by his
comment because I did not think that I have much guru-nistha, what to
speak about guru-bhakti! I guess it was Maharaja’s way of encouraging me
in my relationship with you.
 
I would also often hear Maharaja listening to your lectures. The Nectar of
Devotion defines eloquence as “profound knowledge spoken concisely.” I
have repeatedly come to admire this trait in your good self. The first time
I appreciated your profound grasp of our siddhanta was when I attended
your Nectar of Devotion seminar in Vrindavan. There were many senior
men present, and the questions posed by this astute audience were
intellectually sophisticated in comparison to what one would ordinarily
get in general lectures. I vividly recall the best part of the seminar which
followed the formal presentations. The devotees would ask evolved
questions pertaining to the second wave of the book, and you answered
these with much perspicuity and brilliance. It was so amazing that at one
point I could not understand the question, neither could I understand the
answer. Such was the wisdom of those highly engaging interactions.
 
BHAKTI CHARU SWAMI
I first met Maharaja in Varsana while I was on the Vraja Mandala
parikrama with Lokanath Swami. He was visiting for the day. He had just
become the co-GBC for South Africa. I was pleasantly surprised when he
asked to see me. When I met him, he greeted me warmly and in the
course of the discussion told me how South Africa was going to become a
strong yatra again, and he looked forward to working with all of us. It was
clear that he had a lot of faith and reverence for you and felt optimistic
about working with you. Senior devotees would recall that the time you
and Maharaja were co-GBC’s in South Africa happened to be one of the
most glorious epochs in the history of the yatra.
 
Some years later, I told Maharaja how sad I felt that Giriraj Swami was
not coming to South Africa that often. Like a loving uncle he told me,
“Absorb yourself in your Guru Maharaja’s vani.” Ever since, his words
have been an inspiration to study your lectures closely, and I am grateful



to Maharaja for instilling in me a determination for hearing your lectures
and repeating them to the devotees. At National Council meetings, I saw
how both of you appreciated each other’s opinions and advice. Since both
of you had much personal interaction with Srila Prabhupada, you always
kept him in the center—a lesson which we came to imbibe in our own
spiritual lives.
 
LOKANATH SWAMI
During a Vraja Mandala parikrama in the nineties, Maharaja asked me to
walk with him from Shesasayi to Chirghat. During this long walk, I asked
him to share some of his memories of you while in Mumbai. He told me
how after he had joined, he had to go back home to attend to some family
matters. He said that many devotees thought he was not going to return,
but he mentioned that, “Giriraj Swami had faith in me. He knew I would
come back.” He also indicated that you had a strong affinity for chanting
the holy names of the Lord. This must undoubtedly be one of your most
glorious qualities—your strong attachment for chanting. You have always
taught us to never compromise in our chanting and you are leading by
example. You are our inspiration for chanting sincerely and with
attention, as we beseech the mercy of the Lord.
 
While writing his book Bombay Is My Office, Lokanath Swami heard that
you were also engaged in writing about the founding years of ISKCON in
Bombay. At that point Lokanath Maharaja offered all his research
material to you, because he believed that you were best suited to write
about the Bombay days given your exceptional involvement during those
years. I have learnt about what it takes to be gracious from Lokanath
Swami and his reverence for you. In response, you requested that he
writes his book as a memoir, and you will cover the historical and legal
components.
 
This is an incredible demonstration of your benevolence and grace to
Lokanath Swami. All that mattered to both of you was to record the
experiences and history of the foundational years, the intense challenges,
and eventually finish a palace for Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari, as promised
to Their Lordships, and as envisaged by Srila Prabhupada. I am truly



awestruck, Guru Maharaja, at your compassion and generosity.
 
ADITYA DASI
I haven’t met her but from her memoirs about you, which I read once a
year, I have gained tremendous inspiration and appreciation for how you
selflessly gave your every life breath to serve Srila Prabhupada’s
instruction by building the Sri Sri Radha-Rasabihari temple. She opened
my eyes to my good fortune in having you as my spiritual master. I would
like to quote my favourite piece from her memoirs which shows your
transcendental nature. It is entitled, The Chatai Hut. “The early days of
Hare Krishna Land were unbearably austere. The brahmacharis had to
live in a chatai hut located in the “Gandhi Garden’’ in the rear of the
Land. This hut also housed six different species of rats and snakes, and
there were red ants running all over the devotees’ bodies at night.
Prasada was also not always regular, and sometimes for weeks there was
only rice and dal to eat. Thieves would boldly come inside the hut and
steal the devotees’ clothes off the lines.
 
“But Giriraj Maharaja never seemed to be the least bit concerned about
all these bodily difficulties. Being on another platform, he would go
downtown for preaching every day and come back to manage the temple
affairs in the evenings, maintaining his enthusiasm to serve in spite of all
the austerities.”
 
VISNUPRIYA DASI
I consider her one of my senior godsisters. She has so much love for Your
Divine Grace that I desire to covet her mood. Once I told her how Kunja
Bihari promised to take me to Carpinteria, but after he left this world, I
felt forlorn. Then she encouraged me to visit your ashram and said she
would pray to Kalachandji for my visiting you there. “It’s my desire that
you come—but don’t leave it too late, write to Guru Maharaja,” she said.
She has a deep greed for your mercy and she always wants me to have the
same feelings of happiness that she experiences in your service.
 
On another occasion, when I was not physically well, she encouraged me
to pray to Your Divine Grace. “Guru Maharaja’s prayers are very



powerful,” she said. Her words struck a deep chord in my heart. Later I
had the realization that I could pray to you also for chanting sincerely
and for making progress in spiritual life—something which I hadn’t been
doing. It’s my observation now that the more I pray to you, the more my
sadhana becomes stronger and focused. In this way, she made me believe
in your mercy and well-wishes, and set me on a path where I am calling
out to the Lord more sincerely.
 
CONCLUSION
Once upon seeing me at our ashram in Hillbrow, you told me that you
remembered me while giving a talk in Botswana. You gave me the tape
recording of the lecture. I listened to it and the analogy you quoted of
Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura in the lecture caught my attention. You
mentioned how the father goes to a distant place to work and sends
money home for the upkeep of the children. But the children don’t see
that—they see the mother caring for them, clothing and feeding them—
but little do they realize that it is the father’s hard work that makes it
possible for them to have a comfortable life. In the same way, I feel it is
your mercy and prayers that are keeping me in Krishna consciousness. As
I get older, the dire need to attain the shelter of your lotus feet is
becoming more compelling for me.
 

bhavantam evanucaran nirantarah
prasanta-nihsesa-mano-rathantarah
kadaham aikantika-nitya-kinkarah

praharsayisyami sanatha-jivitam
 
“By serving you constantly, one is freed from all material desires and is
completely pacified. When shall I engage as your permanent eternal
servant and always feel joyful to have such a fitting master?” (Cc
Madhya-lila 1.206)
 
Raghava Pandit dasa
Durban
 

* * *



 
Hare Krishna dear Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath.
 
I trust and pray that Maharaja is keeping safe and well.
 
A very happy Vyasa-puja to you, Maharaja. Thank you for all your
sterling work and services rendered, especially in Bombay. I got to read
the book, Bombay Is My Office, and could not put it down for even a
moment. I got to learn about your glories and greatness. If I’m not
mistaken, Maharaja has also written a similar book, and I’m eager to
acquire it.
 
I have fond memories of Maharaja in South Africa as well. I remember
your Vyasa-puja 2009, which, if I’m not mistaken, included a few days of
festivities.
 
Kindly bless us to follow in your footsteps in service to Srila Prabhupada.
We are nothing without the sadhu’s blessings.
 
May Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath, Sriman Gauranga
Mahaprabhu, and Srila Giriraja Govardhana keep Maharaja in good
health so that we may always have Maharaja’s association.
 
Hare Krishna.
Your aspiring servant,
Raghukul Tilaka dasa (LKS)
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila



Prabhupada.
 
On this auspicious day, I was recalling some incidents that have inspired
me in my Krishna consciousness.
 
The first one was a few years back in Vrindavan when Nrsimha Mataji, a
devotee who was serving in Srila Prabhupada’s quarters for quite some
time, wanted to discuss with you some personal challenges that she was
experiencing. She was disappointed that she could not get your
association after coming to your quarters. However, an opportunity arose
for her when you arrived at Srila Prabhupada’s quarters that afternoon.
She had a discussion with you and felt very relieved. Subsequently you
went to Govardhan Hill. I was there and so was Nrsimha Mataji. The
pujari from the Krishna-Balaram Mandir presented a beautiful garland
and Radharani’s bouquet to you. In the course of your interacting with
the devotees, you gave the garland to one of the devotees and still had
the bouquet in your hand for some time. Very caringly you reciprocated
with Nrsimha Mataji and gave her the bouquet.
 
She later told me how ecstatic she was in receiving your mercy, saying, “I
received the mercy of Giriraj at Giriraj.”
 
Another experience was years back, at your Vyasa-puja celebration at the
Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath Temple, it was an ecstatic program, with many
of your senior godbrothers in attendance. After the Vyasa-puja program,
you proceeded to Srila Prabhupada’s room. You came and stood before
Srila Prabhupada and I was standing behind you. All of a sudden I felt a
thud on my chest and it was you. I picked you up and Pundarika Prabhu
caught your feet and we were going around the room. Raghava Pandit
Prabhu was singing a beautiful bhajan. The whole atmosphere was
surcharged with so much love and it seemed that everyone present was
lost in that ecstatic mood. His Holiness Partha Sarathi dasa Goswami
Maharaja was also caught in the moment. This is an experience that will
be indelibly printed in my heart.
 
In October 2005, you came to South Africa and nice arrangements were



made to receive you. Bhakti Caitanya Swami Maharaja opened the car
door to receive you and I was alongside Maharaja, and felt a tremendous
surge of love permeating the atmosphere. Upon entrance to the temple
room, this loving mood continued, and you gave a brilliant talk on Sarat-
purnima. The devotees expressed their appreciation in your giving them
your association.
 
I’ve heard many people speak many a time, but what attracted me most
about you is that you do not try to impress the audience but most
importantly you try to repeat the words of your spiritual master for the
benefit of the people.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your servant,
Raghunath Bhatta dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
During the last few weeks you have shared beautiful pictures of your
deities in celebration of the Jhulana-yatra festival that was held at your
ashram in Carpinteria. It has been such an emotional few months as we
have not been to the temple due to the coronavirus pandemic, and just by
you giving us darshan of your deities you have given us hope and joy.
Thank you for sharing this special mercy with us, Guru Maharaja. We are
also taking online darshan of our Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath Deities here
and Deities from the many temples around the world.
 
I would like to share with you an experience that has touched my heart.
The closest that I have been in service to you was on our last trip to Sri



Vrindavan dhama, in February 2015. We were eagerly awaiting your
arrival each day and the excitement was building up. It was so wonderful
serving with all the devotees in preparation for your welcome. The day
had finally arrived for us to welcome you. It was a cool and blissful
evening in Vrindavan when you arrived. By your kindness, you took up
some of your time and met with the devotees present. We were so happy
to be in your presence once again.
 
The next morning we got a call from Swarup Damodar Prabhu informing
us that you will be going to the Yamuna to perform a last rites ceremony
and that you would like us to join you. We were thrilled and humbled
that you had invited us to accompany you to the Yamuna. Although this
was my second trip to Vrindavan, I had not ever been to the Yamuna.
How shocking! Who goes to Vrindavan and doesn’t visit the Yamuna!
On my first trip in December 2007, I was really looking forward to going
to the Yamuna, but something always came up and I never got to go.
Over the years I had been sad. I had been to Vrindavan and did not go to
the Yamuna for darshan. How did I miss that opportunity when I was
right there! Knowing that Lord Krishna’s sweet pastimes took place at
the Yamuna made me want to kick myself for being so ignorant at that
time. So I said to myself that the next time I go to Vrindavan, the first
place I will go will be to take darshan of Yamuna. Little did I know that
Lord Krishna and Srila Prabhupada had something spectacular instore
for me, a sweet surprise to unfold on my next trip to Vrindavan.
 
And, seven years later I got to take darshan of the Yamuna for the very
first time with a great personality, His Holiness Srila Giriraja Swami
Maharaja. What an amazing experience! No better person than you,
Guru Maharaja, to lead us to these sacred places. It was so wonderful and
auspicious to have joined you and the other devotees at this program by
the Yamuna, which took place on a boat in the middle of her waters.
Watching you observe the final rites ceremony with so much of love and
dedication, and being fully absorbed in the holy name was really so
purifying.
 
Another sweet memory during the program was when it was time for you



to chant your Gayatri. You took out your small bottle of water that you
carry around with you, to purify your hands. And then one of the
Prabhus said to you that we have Yamuna water to purify your hands.
And then you said something like, “Oh yes!” and you nodded with a
smile. The Prabhu then reached out from the boat and collected some of
her water in his hands and then he poured it into your lotus hands. It was
beautiful to have witnessed this and to see how eager and happy you were
to receive Yamuna’s blessings.
 
These memories will always remain special in my heart. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja, for this extraordinary mercy. It is by our good fortune that we
have met you and have taken shelter at your lotus feet. Thank you, Guru
Maharaja, for accepting us and guiding us on the right path. We love and
miss you and pray to serve you eternally.
 
We wish you a very happy and blessed Vyasa-puja. May Sri Sri Radha-
Rasabihari and Srila Prabhupada bless you with good health and many,
many, many more years with us all.
 
With love,
Your eternal servant,
Rasika dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
 
All glories to Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
All glories to Your Divine Grace on this most auspicious occasion of your
Vyasa-puja.
 
I feel very blessed to have an exalted, merciful, and compassionate
spiritual master as yourself.



 
It is only by Krishna’s and Srila Prabhupada’s mercy that I have this very
rare opportunity to serve the dust of your lotus feet, which is the greatest
shelter of a fallen servant as me.
 
Although I cannot take your personal darshan daily, I still feel your
blessings every day, which comes through my daily service to my Lord
Damodar Deity, and my other devotional activities.
 
Please bless me to always stay connected to humbly serving your lotus feet
as this gives me the greatest joy.
 
I am forever indebted to you for picking me up from this ocean of
material existence and for sheltering me.
 
I pray that I always have the opportunity to serve your lotus feet and the
lotus feet of the Vaishnavas.
 
Your eternal servant,
Rati devi dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Holiness! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
Maharaja, on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, please accept
my humble offering.
 
Maharaja, even though I have not been fortunate enough to have met
you personally, I’ve always felt a great amount of attachment to you. I’ve
always made it a point to attend your Vyasa-puja celebrations in Durban
every year—this allowed me the opportunity to hear your glories and at



the same time offer my gratitude to you for inspiring me in my Krishna
consciousness.
 
This year has been really difficult for me—for the entire world—with
the loss of our beloved Srila Bhakti Charu Swami. I am still trying very
hard to process this loss, but time and time again, I feel a strong sense of
helplessness.
 
I felt that I needed to reach out and ask for help. You were the first
person I thought of, and I thank you very much, Maharaja, for replying so
nicely to me. Your reply gave me a sense of shelter.
 
I know that within Srila Prabhupada’s ISKCON and at the lotus feet of
Srila Bhakti Charu Swami, I will always be sheltered (if I follow
properly), but without the physical presence of my spiritual master, I felt
that it is never going to be the same again. But your care to reply to my
emails showed me that there is hope, that there are other wonderful
devotees such as yourself that I can turn to.
 
Maharaja, please bless me to become a better devotee, a better servant of
Srila Bhakti Charu Maharaja and Srila Prabhupada, and all the while,
please allow me to serve your lotus feet.
 
Please forgive me for any offenses I may have committed.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Begging to become your servant,
Rishi Kumar dasa (BCS)
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All



glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
On the auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-puja, I wish to express my deep
gratitude to you, for your shelter and guidance, especially with respect to
the current service Jeevan Prabhu and I are engaged in.
 
I often reflect on your message, to us both, and it gives me the strength to
persevere, and is a constant reminder for me to depend on your mercy.
 
My prayer is that Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath blesses us with your divine
association for many years to come.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Struggling to be a servant,
Bhaktin Roshnee
Durban
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraj-svamin iti namine

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
It is my great privilege to be able to honour you on this most auspicious
day of your Sri Vyasa-puja, which is for my purification. I am in awe of
being amongst the many exalted devotees who have already spoken.
 
Thank you to Swarup Damodar Prabhu and Nikunja Vilasini Mataji for
inviting me to speak.
 
A GARLAND OF GEMS
 
You are the first sannyasi/guru I met, going back 30 years
Your presence and words then set aside my fears.



It is true that a first impression lasts
I thank you, Maharaja, for being a pillar now, and in my past.
 
Prabhu Brhat mrdanga, aptly named
Made the connection and to my school you came.
 
My senior students from multi religions were seen
Intelligent, enthusiastic, and to meet you were keen.
A great phenomenon for everyone - your divine presence
Never, before had we such transcendental experience.
 
Then with your kirtan we began to sway
The same consistent melody you chant today.
 
When after the philosophy you explained
Their eagerness to ask questions to see was plain
Intelligent questions that pleased you immensely
In retrospect I see that was the key
 
that impelled my own spiritual journey
Then suddenly the room filled with a saffron cloud
Swami Indradyumna, and Raghubir Prabhu excited the crowd.
 
The kirtan with the festival swami’s voice so sweet
Had all of us moving on our feet.
Your dearmost Ramananda then so young
Dancing with the mrdanga, around he swung.
 
You threw some simply wonderfuls to Indradyumna Swami
Who with mouth open caught them with glee
Someone had earlier asked the meaning of Goswami
As he gestured for more you said laughingly,
 
“The Swami is trying to control his senses, just see!”
Later I was to learn all your wonderful presence was mercy
Lord Chaitanya’s benediction in this age



For fallen souls like me.
 
As life often has it, we have our dips and swings
And myself immediately to Krishna I did not bring
Still foolish and thinking God is all
And all is God.
 
My sentiments were disrupted
When I met your disciple Nityananda.
“If you claim who you say is God
Then why is this planet not Vaikuntha?
 
A young man in school was he
But he brought my ego to its knee.
 
Bhagavad Seva Prabhu, fixed as the polestar in service
Explained to me incarnations of Krishna with such eloquence
We stacked books, files and boxes for BBT
Delicious prasada at his home, thank you, Mata Prema Bhakti!
 
Joining the temple then was a cousin of mine
It was the ISKCON crisis in Russia at that time
Impressed I was with his ambassador zest
He helped me further service to manifest
Many wonderful festivals did he organize
Described your glories to me, and your discussions wise
Welcomed me to his home where they both fed me sumptuously
Haridev Prabhu and the softhearted Kalavati
 
On a cold winter’s day did he send me
Devotees to greet
Roused from rest Jaisacinandan Prabhu did I meet
My good fortune he became a friend and mentor too
Everyone will tell you devotees like Jai are really too few!
 
Another soul who was so amiable



Deena Bandhu Prabhu so friendly and capable
Hundreds of devotees did he feed
A gentleman in word and deed
 
Always one with humour and wit
Is His Grace Raghava Pandit
His memory, intelligence always impressed
and his classes my queries addressed.
 
Nanda Kumar Prabhu that wonderful soul
His manner caring, gentle and completely whole.
Ananda Candrika mataji, a strong personality
A loving mother enthusing us with much vitality
 
An effulgent brahmachari once did my prasadam bump
In the passage outside Govindas did it fall with a thump
He looked at me with a fixed stare
“It’s still prasadam, you can eat it if you care”
Shyamasundar Prabhu was your devotee
Who wonderfully kept me conscious of humility.
 
Surely the epitome of a fixed path
Must be our dear Radha-Radhanath
I know her love for you is so deep
There were times I saw her weep.
Her care for devotees knows no bounds
We are always assured of love when she is around
Eager to distribute maha-prasada more times than few
From the Lord’s plate and her chastisement too.
 
Gentle Mallika and Svyambhu
Wonderful examples of dedication too
Always ready devotees to assist
Such affable personalities we can’t resist
 
Lokabandhu Prabhu and Kirtida devi



Beacons of light in the wider community
Always eager and full of bliss
How their association we miss
 
Austere and dedicated to Srila Prabhupada’s mission
Distributing books without cessation
Preaching boldly without hesitation
Triyuga prabhu was the one who taught me
How to worship Srimati Tulasi-devi
 
In the later years I was to meet
another young man who would be
Your servant, and a leader
who gave me countless opportunity
Swarup Damodara prabhu
Whose responsibility in ISKCON wonderfully grew
 
There are many of your disciples in the congregation I can name
Who by their help bring you glory and fame
They are pillars of ISKCON keeping alive
Srila Prabhupada’s transcendental flame
 
Thus, your disciples honour you as your garland of gems
May your glories never end
In the middle of the garland Your Divine Grace
The most radiant smile on your face
May I beg you, O venerable Vaishnava, on this day
Please favourably glance my way.
 
My countless obeisances and gratitude to you
While I may not directly always serve you
By the kind benediction of your disciples
You are always in my heart too.
 
Your servant,
Smita Krsna dasa (BCS)



Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.
 
All glories to Your Divine Grace and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
The following poem that Nanda Kumar Prabhu likes to share really
epitomizes your character and qualities.
 
A grateful heart is humble
A humble heart is tolerant
A tolerant heart is forgiving
A forgiving heart is compassionate
A compassionate heart is loving
A loving heart is devotional
A devotional heart is a Vaishnava . . .
 
I would like to share the following for your pleasure, and desire for your
blessings and mercy:
 
Some weeks before my date of travel to Carpinteria last year I was feeling
some trepidation and feeling inadequate for my service. Not only that but
I even wondered whether I had enough love in my heart for you to be
able to do the service nicely.
 
I called Ranchor Prabhu and revealed my heart to him, and he was just
very encouraging, and was saying to me that by making the effort to come
and do the service that I would feel all the necessary love and devotion.
He also said that all the preparations—the travel and the endeavor to get
to you—would be purifying.
 
He gave the example of when one goes to worship the deities when it’s



one service, one may not feel like it, but when one does the service, one
finds oneself being actually very blissful and very happy in that service.
So he was just encouraging me in that way. On the day that I arrived and
I went to offer my obeisances to you in the temple room, as soon as I saw
you, I immediately began to feel reassured of your kind compassion for
me, and I felt some devotion welling up from within my heart.
 
That interaction made me feel some reassurance that by your mercy I
would be able to do my service.
 
On the first morning during japa, I sat behind you, and whilst chanting I
looked at your face, and I immediately felt some deep sense that you were
pleased that I was there (perhaps), and not only that, but I felt deeply
that I was loved by you too.
 
Immediately after that I had a deep realization that my connection to you
was opening a portal not just a philosophical understanding, but it was a
deep heartfelt feeling that I was also connected through you and Srila
Prabhupada and the entire parampara to the spiritual realm and the
personalities of that transcendental realm.
 
The next day, during the chanting of Tulasi prayers, I again had a deep
moving feeling within my heart as we began to sing the last verse (dina
krsna dase koy), and thinking that, yes, I am an eternal servant of
Krishna, but if I had to approach the Divine Couple, there’s no way that I
could approach Them alone. And again I felt so reassured and I thought
that I would only want to do such a thing (i.e. serve the Divine Couple)
as an assistant to you, Guru Maharaja, and to be in the association and
service of your associates, your godbrothers and disciples. At that time,
the quote of Srila Prabhupada saying that we would have another
ISKCON in the spiritual world, came to mind. It was wonderful because
over the months prior I had really been feeling very fortunate to have
devotee association in my life and to be a part of the wonderful
international society created by Srila Prabhupada.
 
During that visit, as we were leaving the LA temple, Sri Murti Mataji



(who had spent a week prior serving at your ashram) expressed to you
that she would miss Their Lordships, and you replied to her that They
would be missing her too. Hearing this really encouraged me and made
me realize that devotional service is always a reciprocation and never just
a one-way street of exchange.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for being the perfect example of a
purehearted Vaishnava.
 
I beg to remain your servant eternally,
Rupa Raghunatha dasa
Cape Town
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your divine lotus
feet. All glories to His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada.
 
I would like to wish you a very happy and joyous 2020 Vyasa-puja. I am
indeed honored to present these words of glorification to you on this
auspicious occasion.
 
Our first encounter
 
From our first meeting to the present, there have been several occasions
which touched my heart, and I would like to just touch on a few of those
today. Rolling back time to twenty-three years ago, I met you for the first
time at our Friday evening nama-hatta gathering in Durban. I had just
joined and had lots of questions after reading Srila Prabhuapda’s books. I
had handwritten them on a few pages of paper and handed them to His
Grace Raghunath Bhatta Prabhu several weeks before. It so happened
that you attended the nama-hatta and were handed my questions to
answer. This became your class for the evening. That first meeting I will



never forget.
 
You began to answer each of the questions, in such a patient, yet
profound way. My questions were not perfect, but your answers were. In
fact, looking at those sheets of paper today, I can’t believe that my
handwriting was so untidy, with words scratched out and several
mistakes! But you were so expert. You spoke to me directly, personally,
holding me in your gaze as you moved between reading each question and
answering them. You kept me in rapt attention. An unforgettable
experience that thrilled me.
 
As I had several questions, you continued to answer them at a program
on the Sunday, at Japanese Gardens, a park in Durban North. That
Sunday morning, Isvara Puri Prabhu, gave me a lift to the temple, and we
arrived for mangala-arati, to accompany you thereafter to the park. I was
so enlivened and could not wait to meet you, that I ended up sleeping just
a few hours on Saturday afternoon, and I then stayed up all night in
anticipation of meeting you again. This was the effect that you had on a
person like me, just after our first meeting. I cannot compare the feeling
to anything else I have experienced in my life, and I wanted to share that
with you today.
 
Brief meeting again and then long separation
 
After a few brief programs with you in Port Shepstone, in 1999, as I
recall, the entire South African yatra was thrown into separation from
you, as you developed a serious heart condition and underwent major
surgery. I heard little about it, nor was I aware of how serious your
condition was nor the ordeal you went through. It was around 2001/2, at a
Bhakti Yoga Society program at the University of Natal, that I overheard
some of the devotees mentioning that you may not be initiating again.
Somehow, after hearing this, my heart just sunk. I felt bereft and empty.
At that time, I realized, more than ever before, that you were my spiritual
master. However, after some time, you began initiating again, and I felt a
great sense of relief. And your return to South Africa in 2005 was a most
memorable one, plunging all of us into an ocean of joy.



 
In speaking about meeting and separation, I somehow always felt that I
had “lost out” on the opportunity to get your precious association and
hear from you during the “good old” days of the early 1990’s. The “golden
years” when you spent much of your time in South Africa. I was a
teenager then, and from the ages of fourteen to seventeen years, I would
accompany my uncle to attend the Sunday programs at the Divine Life
Society in Reservoir Hills, Durban. In many respects, I think to myself,
“What if my uncle, who was incidentally an ISKCON life member, was
more of a devotee? What would it have been like if we attended the Sri
Sri Radha-Radhanath temple instead, which is a mere twenty-four
kilometers away from the Divine Life Society?” There would have been
so much more opportunity to have had your association. I feel very
unfortunate; I was so close to the temple, so close to coming into your
association, yet so far away. The time was not right, not enough pious
credit on my side to come into the association of devotees.
 
But still, the saving grace was I had read Srila Prabhupada’s books prior to
that, as a young teenager, and years later, you were the one to answer so
many of my questions on Krishna consciousness, which solidified my
understanding. For this, I’m so indebted to you.
 
My Trip to Carpinteria in 2018
 
In 2018, I developed a very intense desire to go to Carpinteria to offer
some service to you. I had been encouraged by a few devotees like
Raghunath Bhatta Prabhu and Nikunja Viharini Mataji, telling me to try
and make the trip. “You will never get such an opportunity. You must
go,” they told me. And so, I wrote to you, and almost immediately you
wrote back, suggesting that I come in December that year. Guru
Maharaja, you were so merciful to me. In allowing me to come for the two
weeks that I was there, I learnt so many lessons and so many realizations
came to mind.
 
Before I took the flight, I was told that I should not expect to meet Guru
Maharaja on the first day. However, you were so merciful to me, that as



soon as I arrived, you called for me. Entering the temple room, and seeing
you seated by the altar, so effulgent, simply overwhelmed me. It felt so
surreal. The next morning, seeing me just outside the kitchen, engaged in
some service already, you showed me so much care, by checking if I
needed to rest more. I felt so touched by your fatherly affection.
 
I recall the trips to Butterfly Beach, accompanying you with Shraddha
Devi Mataji, almost every day on your walks, for which I was very
grateful to experience. I would carry your little bag and your jacket as we
walked behind you, but, one day you taught me a very important lesson.
Vraja Bihari Prabhu accompanied us that afternoon. As usual, I was
holding your jacket and you immediately sat down on the bench, to chant
your Gayatri. On that day, I became seriously distracted, and began
talking to Vraja Bihari Prabhu, while admiring the beautiful Pacific
Ocean. Srila Prabhupada stated, “All glories to the Pacific Ocean,” and so
I was happy to admire it. However, I was inattentive to your service and
didn’t realize that it was getting cold and you needed to put on your
jacket. You motioned to me and chastised me for not bringing it to you
when needed. Looking back at that incident, I learned that one cannot
be complacent in the service of the spiritual master. One always needs to
be attentive and be able to anticipate, without speculation, the needs of
the spiritual master. And it was also a way for my pride to be cut. I am
grateful for this care you showed me and bringing me to my senses.
 
I found that a lot of anarthas surface in your presence, as you are
certainly the embodiment of absolute purity. I was surrounded by
devotees who were so expert in serving and who knew how to please you,
and I was glad to have learnt so much from them, including learning how
to perform menial services with great attention to detail. Paying
attention to detail, I realized, means you love someone.
 
Guru Maharaja, during this unprecedented time of the COVID-19
pandemic, we feel an even greater separation from the devotees and from
you. However, you have tirelessly gone out of your way to give your
association on the internet and through Zoom conference calls,
extending yourself twenty-four hours a day to devotees all around the



world. This has given us much relief. For this, we are extremely fortunate
and grateful. I therefore humbly offer my prostrated obeisances again and
again, at the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!
 
With love,
Your lowly servant,
Sudama dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this occasion of
your glorious Vyasa-puja. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada.
 
Once Srila Prabhupada said in an initiation ceremony, “Initiation means
to begin spiritual life. According to Vedic culture, there are two births.
One birth is from the grhastha parents, father and mother, and the other
birth is between the spiritual master and Vedas. The Vedic knowledge is
considered mother, and the spiritual master is considered the father. And
by the help of the spiritual master, when one gets into transcendental
knowledge, that is called second birth.” (Initiation, Sept. 5, 1968, New
York)
 
As a child is a work in progress that goes through childhood, youth, and
then matures with the help, care, and supervision of his biological
parents, similarly I am a devotee in progress in your hands.
 
Once when I was serving you in Mauritius, you wrote me a letter after
one of your visits, quoting Srila Prabhupada, “The spiritual master
corrects and chastises his disciple out of love and affection for him. There
are many living entities loitering in the material world, but the spiritual
master is concerned about you and thus instructs and corrects you to see
you advancing in Krishna consciousness.” You ended the letter saying,



“So in this light see my instructions to you in the same manner.”
 
In this way you raised me, educated me, directed me, and trained me to
grow and progress in spiritual life. Upon my request, you also gave me a
govardhana-sila to worship, and my dharma-patni to serve, share, and
progress in my Krishna conscious life.
 
The purport to Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.45) explains: “So when a pure
devotee sees living entities suffering within this world, he correctly feels
that just as he is suffering because of separation from Krishna, all other
living beings are also suffering from separation from Krishna. The
difference is that a pure devotee correctly ascertains the cause of his
heartbreak whereas the conditioned soul, bewildered by maya, is unable
to understand his eternal relationship with Krishna and the unlimited
pain arising from neglect of that relationship.”
 
As a father takes his child through life, concerned with his welfare and
future, you have cared for my real welfare. As a result, you became my
light, my example, my guide, my teacher, my shelter, and my focus. From
you I learn about Srila Prabhupada, about attachment to the holy name,
about integrity, honesty, determination, sincerity, faithfulness, and above
all, love for Srila Prabhupada, his ISKCON, his devotees, and Sri Sri
Radha and Krishna.
 
You gave me many opportunities to accept responsibilities and learn and
progress in Krishna consciousness. One of them was to be your messenger
—to be your trustworthy, reliable, and transparent carrier of your
messages to all the devotees.
 
To meet the recipients of your messages and deliver to them your words,
either verbally or in writing, was one of my favorite services, especially to
carry messages to and from His Holiness Tamal Krishna Maharaja. This
service is forever stored in my heart.
 
When I used to approach Tamal Krishna Maharaja with your messages,
he would see me coming, and this great stalwart devotee of Srila



Prabhupada, who by his presence demanded so much respect and
worship, revered by all and feared by some, would melt in complete love
for you, and would receive me as your representative. In a most gentle
way, full of love, he would enquire about you, and upon receiving your
message, he would give me a message to convey to you.
 
To be absorbed in this loving mood between both of you, I looked forward
to every opportunity to deliver these messages back and forth. In
Vrindavan, Mayapur, or Bombay, this love between you was overflowing,
and I drowned in it through this service. I was fulfilled and satisfied and
found perfection in such a gift of service.
 
I wished to become your true representative by continuing to serve you in
this way.
 
Later, while serving in Vrindavan, I received a letter from you
expressing: “I’m very pleased with your service there.” As pleasing you
was already my life’s purpose, it now became my constant focus and
eternal service.
 
Although an insignificant living entity, my life became relevant only
because of the love you showered upon me, giving me the chance to serve
and please you and thus purify my existence.
 
I am eternally grateful and beg to remain at your lotus feet.
 
Your insignificant servant,
Sundarananda dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to
Srila Prabhupada! All glories to this most blessed event, your appearance



day!
 
On Sri Balarama Jayanti I was inspired to consider more carefully how
you are truly the manifestation of Lord Balarama in my life. From the
classes that I was grateful to hear from your lotus lips on that auspicious
day, I developed a deeper appreciation of your remarkable and
transcendental position. Those classes, pregnant with realizations, also
helped me understand I only have some significance because of my
connection to you.
 
Lord Balarama is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, completely equal
to Lord Krishna except for some pastime and form-related aspects—Lord
Balarama is whitish, like the autumn cloud, while Krishna is bluish-black,
like the monsoon cloud. Also, Lord Krishna is the only enjoyer of Srimati
Radharani. Srila Jiva Goswami provides another difference between
these two Lords. He mentions that if you ask Lord Krishna who is God,
the Lord will point to Himself and reply, “Me.” And if you ask Lord
Balarama who is God, He will answer, “Krishna is God”. So, while They
are equal in all respects, there is a difference in consciousness or in
attitude.
 
I was meditating on this, thinking that Lord Balarama, being the first
expansion of the Absolute Truth, is so much the Supreme Person, more
than anyone else, and yet He happily maintains the consciousness that
He is not God. He derives supreme pleasure in serving Lord Krishna.
 
I am so infinitesimal, so puny in comparison to Lord Balarama. Yet, I
disgracefully maintain the mood of being important, worthy of everyone’s
honor, appreciation, and service. It just doesn’t make sense; shouldn’t it
be easier for me considering my actual size. Then again, the influence of
maya is one of bewilderment.
 
It takes strength to be humble, to realize one’s actual position. Immense
conviction, patience, and determination is required to go against the
relentless waves of opportunities and allurements to momentarily savor
the experience of being superior. Lord Balarama is the source of all



strength. Of course, He does not have to exert Himself in humility and
service; that is His natural condition and preference.
 
On Balarama Jayanti, I prayed to the merciful Lord to bless me with
spiritual strength to develop even a desire for savoring a humble
disposition. As I held that meditation, I realized that many years back
Lord Balarama answered that prayer. By attaching me to your lotus feet,
Lord Balarama gifted me the shelter of His ever gracious, ever patient,
ever compassionate representative—Your Divine Grace.
 
It’s easy to see how you manifest the spiritual strength of Lord Balarama.
Although you are so exalted, reputed and respected, you are satisfied to
not draw attention to your exceptional accolades in service to Srila
Prabhupada. You are always excited at opportunities to highlight the
saktyavesa activities of Srila Prabhupada and the services of others. You
are naturally humble. Yet, when necessary, you graciously accept
recognition simply to purify us and to dutifully pass on the recognition to
Srila Prabhupada. To balance the exceptional and genuine humility you
possess with the responsibility of guiding disciples requires immense
spiritual strength.
 
I appreciate the many times you blessed me with spiritual strength
through your engagement in service and gracious corrections and
chastisements, just to help me maintain the essential disposition of
humility. Lord Balarama also humbles the living entities that get too far
ahead of themselves, like He did with Rukmi and Romaharsana Suta.
Your merciful humbling is, however, kinder, more gentle. Despite your
blessings, I have faltered many times, but you have always retained me,
never giving up on me.
 
In the purport to Cc Adi (1.46), Srila Prabhupada writes:
 
“Without the attentive service of his parents, a child cannot grow to
manhood; similarly, without the care of the spiritual master one cannot
rise to the plane of transcendental service.”
 



I have seen your constancy in care for devotees over decades, and the
results manifest at the time of their passing— they are fixed in Krishna
consciousness, rising to the plane of transcendental service.
 
Srila Prabhupada continues:
 
“Only out of His immense compassion does the Personality of Godhead
reveal Himself as the spiritual master. Therefore in the dealings of an
acharya there are no activities but those of transcendental loving service
to the Lord. He is the Supreme Personality of Servitor Godhead. It is
worthwhile to take shelter of such a steady devotee, who is called asraya-
vigraha, or the manifestation or form of the Lord of whom one must take
shelter.”
 
You are the manifestation of Lord Balarama’s immense compassion. And
I consider myself tremendously fortunate to be under the shelter of your
lotus feet. Kam va dayalum saranam vrajema. So today, I offer my
prostrated obeisances at the lotus feet of Lord Balarama for mercifully
blessing me with an opportunity to serve His dear representative. I
especially and gratefully prostrate myself before your divine lotus feet for
choosing to give me shelter. And I plead to the host of devotees under
your shelter to always be kind upon me and ensure that I always remain
at your lotus feet.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja.
 
Your eternal servant,
Swarup Damodar dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your soft lotus
feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you, dearest Guru



Maharaja, on this most auspicious day, your Sri Vyasa-puja.
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja, trying to write an offering to such an exalted
and elevated Vaishnava Thakura as yourself is very difficult because you
have given your whole life, body, mind, and soul to your most beloved
Guru Maharaja, Srila Prabhupada, to his ISKCON.
 
How proud and happy Srila Prabhupada must be feeling to have such a
sincere and dedicated SON, as Your Divine Grace.
 
When oh when will that day come when I can fully surrender at your
lotus feet and be pleasing to you?
 
Thank you so much, dearest Guru Maharaja, for giving us your wonderful
association every day. You are teaching us how to come to the level of
diving deep in the chanting of the holy name; it is so beautiful watching
and listening to you chant your JAPA, with so much LOVE and
DEVOTION. When oh when will I come to the stage of just having full
faith in chanting the holy name? Begging for a drop of your causeless
mercy, O merciful Vaishnava Thakura.
 
Thank you, dearest Guru Maharaja, for everything.
 
I pray that I may always appreciate what you have so lovingly given me,
not only today, but every day, by following your instructions.
 
Please forgive me for my millions of offenses caused to you knowingly or
unknowingly.
 
Your most fallen servant and daughter, always,
Syama dasi
Cape Town
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,



 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All to Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath. All
glories to your divine self.
 
On this auspicious day of your Sri Vyasa-puja, I would like to express my
heartfelt appreciation and gratitude to you, Gurudeva. It is only by the
magnanimous blessings of your dearest Srila Prabhupada that I am able to
have you as my eternal spiritual master.
 
Guru Maharaja, I must apologize that I have no eloquent words and don’t
know many verses to glorify you. I cannot fathom the unconditional love
you have shown to a most undeserving person, and I am eternally
indebted to you for that. I am your most useless and dependent disciple,
and I don’t know when I will be worthy enough to be a proper disciple
that carries on the preaching mission of the spiritual master.
 
I must thank you for standing by me during the last few years of my most
trying karma, for never judging me, for forgiving my conspicuous
weaknesses and lapses, for accepting whatever meagre service I could do
for Lord Krishna in my home, and for continuing to reciprocate with me
as if I was someone worthy.
 
A few months ago you shared some of your disciples’ glorification of
Mother Kamala. I was so touched by her life. She went through so much
pain and suffering, and all her good qualities were magnified. She served
selflessly, right up until the end, and never allowed the disease to destroy
her spirit. I feel ashamed that going through my karma has made me the
opposite—unappreciative and selfish. She really is a wonderful example
that I will continue to look up to. I have lifetimes ahead of me before I
can reach such selfless service and saintly qualities. All glories to you for
shaping and developing a first-class Vaishnava.
 
Vrajesvari dasi mentioned in her account that you spoke to and prayed
for Mother Kamala, and she felt encouraged. “Whoever has witnessed the
power of Guru Maharaja’s prayers knows how they can carry you far in



your Krishna consciousness.”
 
That is a true and powerful statement that I am blessed beyond measure
to give living testimony to. Gurudeva, it is only by your compassion that I
am still alive.
 
The week that I read those offerings, I had just received news of yet
another false allegation against me, this time from Gopali’s paternal
grandmother. It’s now a court issue. For the first time I wasn’t unduly
disturbed. I just realized that this is my allotted long-term karma and I
just have to accept it. In that moment of despair, I just prayed and spoke
to Lord Krishna, and I realized that I have been trying for far too long to
get through this karma on my own and that it will never work. I realized
that it was time for me to take shelter of the Lord again. I picked up my
beadbag, filled with a sense of immense relief and hope. I made a
commitment to chant half my rounds every day.
 
A day or so later I had this distinct, beautiful feeling—a feeling of calm, a
streaming in of quiet determination and strength. I knew immediately
that this was a result of your mercy and prayers for me. It was a feeling
that I had only felt once before in my life, and it was just after I had
received my first initiation from you in 2009. I was so excited and happy,
I wanted to let you know immediately, but I thought that I should wait
until I have honored that commitment for a few months. It has been a
few months now, and I had a few days initially when I could not complete
them. By your mercy it will get less, and I hope to eventually get back up
to sixteen.
 
Thank you, Guru Maharaja, for never leaving my side. I am nothing but a
product of your mercy. I cannot thank you enough for your continued
concern and care for me in my most wretched situation.
 
All glories, all glories, all glories to a most amazing and magnanimous
spiritual master!
 
Srila Giriraj Swami Maharaja ki jaya!



 
Your most fallen disciple,
Sveta Manjari dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Guru Maharaja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
The occasion of your Vyasa-puja always centers me and my appreciation
for your divine association. Although you are physically not present, your
association through Facebook seems like you are physical present, with
your acknowledgement to everyone.
 
The pandemic is a wake-up call for the things that I took for granted, and
simultaneously had a positive effect in obtaining extra time to read more
and concentrate on chanting japa.
 
The sad news of His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami passing on also jogged
my memory of him arriving in South Africa for the first time, and me
having the opportunity to serve him and learn Vaishnava etiquette.
 
Although we are restricted by the pandemic, “In all spheres of devotional
service, freedom is the main pivot. Without freedom there is no
execution of devotional service. The freedom surrendered to the Lord
does not mean that the devotee becomes dependent in every respect. To
surrender under the Lord through the transparent medium of the
spiritual master is to attain complete freedom of life.” (SB 1.6.37)
 
Guru Maharaja, by surrendering to you—body, mind, and soul—is to
truly obtain freedom and someday this will become my realization. That
is possible also with your mercy, and please do not forget this wretched
soul.



 
May Lord Krishna always keep you in good health so that the life lesson
in serving Srila Prabhupada and his mission always remains fresh with
me.
 
Your servant,
Syamasundara dasa
Witbank
 

* * *
 
VYASA-PUJA OFFERING 2020
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holiness Srila Giriraj Swami,
who is very dear to Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.”

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine
 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to Lord Krishna,
having taken shelter at His lotus feet. Our respectful obeisances are unto
you, O spiritual master, servant of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami.
You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Chaitanyadeva and
delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism
and voidism.”
Dear Guru Maharaja,
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.

mukam karoti vacalam
pangum langhayate girim



yat-krpa tam aham vande
sri-gurum dina-taranam

 
“I offer my respectful obeisances unto my spiritual master, the deliverer
of the fallen souls. His mercy turns the dumb into eloquent speakers and
enables the lame to cross mountains.”
 

dhyana mulam guru murti
puja mulam gurur padam,

mantra mulam gurur vakyam,
moksa mulam guru krpa

 
“The guru’s form is the best to meditate upon; the guru’s feet are the best
for worship; the guru’s word is the mantra; the guru’s grace is the root of
liberation.”
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, this is my first Vyasa-puja offering, and I hope
there are many more to come. It is my eighteenth year in Krishna
consciousness, and this, being my first offering to my spiritual master, is
both a happy occasion and an embarrassing one. I am happy because I
have received your mercy to advance in Krishna consciousness, and I am
embarrassed because it has taken me this long to come to this point. This
reminds me of a question asked to Srila Prabhupada by Mr. Malhotra: “So
that means that I am bound by my past karmas. My destiny, my fate, is
tied with the past karmas. So I have no other goal but to have the phala
of past karmas. Or can I change my fate?”
 
My past and present karmas have held me back, and I have now started in
this life to create a path to change my fate. But this opportunity was
given to me by Srila Prabhupada and Raghunath Bhatta Prabhu a long
time ago when he gave me the Bhagavad-gita. I placed the Bhagavad-gita
by our family Laxmi lamp for fourteen years before I picked it up and
took it somewhat seriously. Only a fool could have wasted this
opportunity to come closer to Krishna. I was and still am a naive fool.
Now that I have you as my master, I remain a fool in front of you. Please
forgive me for taking so long to approach you, although you were always



there within my reach. I guess I was comfortable on the lap of maya.
 
How did I know you were my master?
 
Although I never knew you were my master, I have always associated
with devotees that were your disciples. Unknowingly, I was always
associating with you via them. I was always attracted by the sincerity and
behaviour of your disciples. To me, they all looked very pure, and that
inspired me. As I started to develop a relationship with all of them, I
ascertained that they all were your disciples. I wanted to be like them. I
figured out that I could only be like them if I surrendered to you. This
part was very hard to do as I was not ready.
 
My first personal association with you was on your last visit to South
Africa. I did not know how to respond to you in person. When I met you
at your Vyasa-puja celebration at the Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath temple, it
was my turn to offer my obeisances to you, and I approached you with
anxiety I never knew existed. After offering obeisances, I looked directly
into your eyes and at that moment, it looked as if I met you before, and
then I felt a pierce to my eyes. I did not know what that was. I later
discovered that it was your purity that pierced my eyes. It was a moment
in my life I will regard as epic.
 
My second close association with you was at the Drakensburg Japa
Retreat. It was the most inspiring days of my life. Your purity entered my
heart. I really relished those few days and still do. On a lighter note, it
was momentus when I had to offer my obeisances to you in the restroom
when you entered, and I was about to leave the room. I felt a sense of joy
although it was unorthodox. You just smiled and I laughed internally. It
felt so good being there with you in a personal moment.
 
Since then I kept you fresh in my mind by associating with your disciples.
I have experienced a lot of challenges which further delayed my
surrender, but now I feel that it’s now or never. Our recent Zoom
meeting with my family gave me a new sense of inspiration to try harder
spiritually and follow your order.



 
My family is very inspired by you and regard you as OUR spiritual
master. Thank you for being so kind to us and giving us direction in our
life. I do not want to know where we will be without you, but want to
know how much we can serve you and please you. We are the dumb and
lame, as mentioned in the above verse. Please make us eloquent speakers
and help us cross mountains.
 
Aspiring to be your humble servant,
Bhakta Terence
Midrand, Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to your divine lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-
puja.
 
I am unqualified and have no intelligence to glorify Your Divine Grace.
Only by Your Divine Grace’s mercy, I will try to write a few words.
 
Guru Maharaja, firstly I like to thank you for accepting Sada Sundara
Keshava dasa as your disciple.
 
We were so excited that we were going to come and try to serve Your
Divine Grace at your ashram. Unfortunately, it was not possible due to
this pandemic. We were really disappointed.
 
You have appeared in this material world just to save us fallen,
conditioned souls from this ocean of material existence and take us back
home, back to Godhead.
 
On this most auspicious day, I pray to Your Divine Grace to guide me to
become a servant of Sri Sri Guru and Gauranga as you are the perfect



example.
 
Guru Maharaja, we are really missing your association. Hopefully we will
be able to visit your ashram soon.
 
Please bless me so that I will be able to serve the Deities and devotees.
 
Your fallen daughter,
Thulsi Priya devi dasi
Port Shepstone
 

* * *
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale
srimate giriraja-svamin iti namine

 
Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila
Prabhupada. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
 
Guru Maharaja, in the year 1994, I recall visiting the holy dhama
Vrindavan. It was my first trip to the dhama, by the mercy of Your
Divine Grace. Guru Maharaja was living at the cottage in Vrindavan,
and we visited Guru Maharaja quite often. I used to sometimes help
Nama Cintamani Mataji prepare your meals or clean the fridge.
 
It was nearing the day of my departure back to Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath
temple. I visited Guru Maharaja and Maharaja said that I should cancel
my ticket and stay for the Radha-kunda Festival. I did cancel my ticket
and that night was an amazing experience which I hold very dear to me.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are jagat-guru. Maharaja, on this most auspicious day
your Vyasa-puja, I humbly request that you please bless me so that I
always remain at the lotus feet of guru and Srila Prabhupada.
 



Your servant of the servants,
Tungavidya devi dasi
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Dear Giriraj Swami Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to you.
 
Happy Vyasa-puja.
 
I have been closely following your Vyasa-puja celebrations and have been
amazed by the personal, sweet, loving spiritual exchanges. Witnessing this
outpouring of love has inspired me to also bare my heart to you.
 
I would like to express my gratitude to you for your causeless kindness
and care that you have extended to my family and me. Although I am
undeserving, you have still been so merciful to me. I will be ever indebted
to you. Recalling your tender delicate lotus feet, I feel an intense desire to
place my head at your feet.
 
Even while my Guru Maharaja, His Holiness Bhakti Charu Swami, was
physically present, I was guided and instructed by you through your
writings, classes, and example.
 
Many times my Guru Maharaja stated that ISKCON is a siksa line and
stressed the importance of siksa. But I was not aware of the formal
process to accept a siksa-guru in ISKCON. I feel ashamed because for
many years, like a thief, I have been taking your siksa without your
knowledge or approval. I hope I can rectify this mistake. I would like to
formally submit myself to you as a siksa disciple. I pray that you will
please accept me. I pray that you will instruct and guide me in my
practice of devotional service.
 



We have seen that even devotees who were very close to Srila
Prabhupada left his movement when he left this world, what, then, to
speak of an insignificant person like myself? I feel that I need your
guidance and correction to keep me on the path of bhakti.
 
I do hope not only to be guided by you, but also to serve you and please
you by my service.
 
I understand that you have many, many responsibilities and that you
have many of your own disciples who require your time and care. Still, it
is my selfish hope that you will please extend your shelter to me.
 
Praying for your mercy,
 
Your servant,
Ugrasena dasa (BCS)
Durban
 

* * *
 
My dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
Tomorrow is the appearance day of our all merciful Srila Prabhupada and
I was contemplating your relationship with him. I came to the conclusion
that your love, faith, and devotion to Srila Prabhupada is unparalleled.
Your entire being is dedicated to following the instructions of Srila
Prabhupada and rendering pleasing service to him.
 
Even through so many difficulties in your service to Srila Prabhupada,
you never wavered in your devotion to him.
 
Mr. Nair sent a prostitute to seduce you—she came sometimes to Hare
Krishna Land looking for you—but you remained steadfast in your



resolve. From that incident you realized that your love for Srila
Prabhupada was far greater than for yourself or than any desire to enjoy,
that you never wanted to disappoint him, given all the responsibility he
entrusted to you.
 
In the course of service to Srila Prabhupada, you were placed in many
situations which were not very congenial for your material comforts. But
in those situations you felt the connection with Srila Prabhupada even
more, and consequently felt even more ecstatic in Krishna consciousness.
 
There was one incident where you had gone way north in Calcutta to
meet with some printers. It was the rainy season and in Calcutta at that
time there was practically no drainage system. So the water kept rising
and rising, higher and higher, and nobody wanted to drive you. It was
late, and when it is late, either they don’t want to take passengers or they
want to charge extra. It was just raining and raining and there was
nobody on the streets. Almost once in a while a taxi would come and
they would all be full, and it was getting close to your meeting. You
walked and walked in the rain, knee-deep, through the muddy and murky
waters, and you were thinking, “What is going to happen?” But
throughout it you thought, “The only reason I am here is for Srila
Prabhupada. There is no other reason I would be here. I am here for Srila
Prabhupada.” You were thinking of Srila Prabhupada and why you were
there for Srila Prabhupada, and you felt very blissful.
 
Furthermore, your parents tried several times to “bribe” you with huge
sums of money to leave ISKCON, but you never relented, because
nothing could come close to your love and dedication to Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Guru Maharaja, you always remain faithful to Srila Prabhupada, to his
instructions, to his service, and to his followers, under all circumstances.
 

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah



prakasante mahatmanah
 
“Unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the
spiritual master, all the imports of Vedic knowledge are automatically
revealed.” (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.23)
 
Your love for and faith in Srila Prabhupada is impeccable and
unparalleled. I have heard it described that the different stages of
devotional service are just a matter of degrees of faith. And your faith in
Srila Prabhupada and all that he stands for is at the highest level. And so
I pray that someday I may also develop even an ounce of such love, faith,
and dedication that you carry deep in your heart for Srila Prabhupada.
 
Praying always for your mercy and guidance.
 
Hare Krishna.
 
Your dependent servant,
Varsabhanavi-devi dasi
Johannesburg
 

* * *
 
Our dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet repeatedly.
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
We are most ecstatic, thankful, and grateful to be connected to Srila
Prabhupada and Krishna via one of His most qualified and devoted sons.
 
You have created our good fortune by accepting us as your children,
although we are most unworthy and unqualified to even be associated
with your divine self in any way. Nevertheless, you have bestowed the
greatest mercy on us.
 



Your words, your actions of genuine love and care for us, your disciples, is
also a clear indication that you have totally imbibed the qualities of your
spiritual master. Guru Maharaja, we have observed that whenever you
speak to someone, you have so much of love and compassion that we can
actually feel it.
 
Guru Maharaja, you have set such a wonderful example of how a disciple
should serve the spiritual master, in the way you have served and
continue to serve Srila Prabhupada, both in his vani and vapu forms.
Seeing your complete dedication in perfectly following the instructions
of Srila Prabhupada, inspires in us the desire to be that type of disciple,
where our agenda is to conduct ourselves in such a manner that is
pleasing to our spiritual master.
 
We have a deep sense of appreciation and gratitude for Your Divine
Grace. Even though there is not much physical presence, we feel
intimately connected to you through your lectures on electronic media,
and hearing your glories from dearmost disciples that serve you closely.
 
We will continue to practice the A, B, C (association, books, chanting) in
Krishna consciousness.
 
We continuously pray for your wellbeing, as recent events have made us
even more sensitive to appreciating and valuing your presence.
 
Please continue to bless us, so that our bhakti in our hearts can grow with
every passing day.
 
Your most unworthy servants,
Vasudev dasa and Devaki devi dasi
Pretoria
 

* * *
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah



 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All
glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.
 
We pray that Your Divine Grace is well and safe.
 
Guru Maharaja, thank you very much for so kindly and compassionately
extending yourself to us in celebrating the most auspicious occasion of
your Vyasa-puja. It was very enlivening and uplifting. Our eternal debt
and gratitude to Your Divine Grace has grown even more!
 
When I read the book Swami Giriraj by Mother Nirmala Singhal many
years ago, I was in awe and admiration for Your Divine Grace.
 
Some of the extracts that really touched my heart are:
 
“Our President worked day and night. He was always with laborers,
supervising the work. He never used to care for his clothes or food.
Whatever he used to get he ate along with the other devotees. He never
cared for his dress.”
 
“President Giriraj was handling all the matters, attending court, making
life members, looking after the brahmacharis and temple work, and he
never grumbled or complained but quietly tolerated and always remained
peaceful and patient.”
 
We are enthusiastically looking forward to your book I’ll Build You a
Temple: The Juhu Story.
 
It is very evident that you came with a purpose. You have been sent by
Lord Krishna to assist Srila Prabhupada, which you continue to do to this
current day. You are no ordinary person. In your service to Srila
Prabhupada, Your Divine Grace has displayed great qualities, such as
courage, determination, humility, sincerity, dedication, selflessness, and



tolerance—and the list goes on. You are the perfect spiritual master to us,
always leading by example. Thank you.
 
Everything in this material world is so temporary and fleeting, but the
relationship with guru and Krishna is eternal. Thank you for entering my
life and heart, for accepting me as your disciple even though I am
unworthy and unqualified. I am most indebted and grateful to you. You
are my light and my ray of hope.
 

vancha-kalpatarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnavebhyo namo namah

 
Hare Krishna!
 
Servant of your servants,
Vasudha devi dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Hare Krishna Maharaja,
 
Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All
glories to Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha-Radhanath.
 
All glories, all glories, all glories to you on this blessed day of your Sri
Vyasa-puja.
 
In the Bhakti-ratnakara it is stated that the spiritual master of Srila
Sanatana Gosvami, Vidyavacaspati, occasionally resided in the village of
Ramakeli, and Sanatana Gosvami studied the entire Vedic literature
from him. The devotion of Srila Sanatana Gosvami to his spiritual master
was so extraordinarily elevated that a description of his devoutness is
inexpressible (Cc Adi 10:84). Guru-bhakti is not engendered simply by
gratefulness and an acknowledgement of the sacred benedictions. The
disciple loves one’s guru because the words of the guru are understood as



one’s life and soul, and the secret of success in spiritual life when
accepted with absolute and unconditional faith. Unquestionably,
Maharaja, you are an embodiment of this as a disciple of His Divine
Grace, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada.
 
Your unrelenting natural spontaneity in devotion to Srila Prabhupada
and ISKCON espoused this dedication to your spiritual master. This is so
clearly evident in the words of glorification offered to you by all the
Vaishnavas throughout the world on every occasion that you engage with
the devotees. Over the years, several devotees have paid homage to your
totally selfless, loving, and caring nature. Indeed, these are just a few of
your many, many outstanding qualities as Srila Prabhupada’s very
intimate and dear disciple.
 
My family and I would like to thank you for being there for us. We thank
you for your guidance and remarkable example that you have set by your
exemplary standards. We are indeed indebted to you for everything that
you have done for us and for offering us a place in the shelter of your
lotus feet.
 
On the occasion of your Vyasa-puja, we want to extend heartfelt wishes
for your longevity, good health, and prosperity. We would like to wish
you every success in all your endeavors in Krishna consciousness.
 
Once again, thank you, Maharaja, for all that you have done for us.
 
Yours in service,
Visham, Vidanthie, Vandena and Rukmini Devi Dasi
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dearest Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your divine lotus feet.
All glories to you Gurudeva. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all



glories to all the Vaishnavas.
 
The disciple must hear from his spiritual master about the transcendental
qualities of pure devotees.
 
TRANSLATION
“Persons who hear from a spiritual master with great labor and for a long
time must hear from the mouths of pure devotees about the character and
activities of pure devotees. Pure devotees always think within their hearts
of the lotus feet of the Personality of Godhead, who awards his devotees
liberation.” (SB 3.13.4)
 
PURPORT by Srila Prabhupada
“Transcendental students are those who undergo great penance in being
trained by hearing the Vedas from a bona fide spiritual master. Not only
must they hear about the activities of the Lord, but they must also hear
about the transcendental qualities of the devotees who are constantly
thinking of the lotus feet of the Lord within their hearts. A pure devotee
of the Lord cannot be separated from the lotus feet of the Lord for even a
moment. Undoubtedly the Lord is always within the hearts of all living
creatures, but they hardly know about it, because they are deluded by the
illusory material energy. The devotees, however, realize the presence of
the Lord, and therefore they can always see the lotus feet of the Lord
within their hearts. Such pure devotees of the Lord are as glorious as the
Lord; they are, in fact, recommended by the Lord as more worshipable
than He Himself. Worship of the devotee is more potent than worship of
the Lord. It is therefore the duty of the transcendental students to hear
of pure devotees, as explained by similar devotees of the Lord, because
one cannot explain about the Lord or His devotee unless one happens to
be a pure devotee himself.
 
Guru Maharaja, you are following, teaching and living your life according
to the above statements. You have described the wonderful glories of
pure devotees in your nectarean lectures, wonderful books such as
Watering the Seed, Many Moons and Life’s final Exam. Through your deep
realizations, kindness and love for these wonderful devotees you have



made it possible for us to take their association and appreciate them.
Hearing of the activities of these devotees through your books and
discourses have inspired me in my Krishna consciousness, helped me at
many stages of my development especially when stern challenges have
presented itself. Just reading the wonderful purports brings relief to the
various emotions that troubles me. Watering the Seed has become such an
important guide to me, that I consult it regularly for guidance. When I
read Many Moons, I cried. You wrote that book with so much love that I
felt the separation of those devotees even though I had not met or served
them personally.”
 
Dear Guru Maharaja, your exemplary behavior and resolute
determination to please Srila Prabhupada is humbling and inspiring. I
have so much work to do on my character that I am hoping to receive
your causeless mercy to develop my character.
 
Recently I attended a disciple’s course and the facilitator mentioned how
important it is to keep Srila Prabhupada in the center of ISKCON. He
said if we keep Srila Prabhupada in the center, ISKCON will be Pure and
Strong. You are always doing this and showing your disciples and well-
wishers by your example, the love you have for Srila Prabhupada and
ISKCON.
 
Also, the importance of honoring, appreciating, and serving a pure
devotee, your dearest spiritual master Srila Prabhupada. You have
accepted his instructions as your life and soul. You carry them safely in
your heart. Not only have you carried these transcendental instructions,
you are so kindly distributing them to everyone, and showing practically
through your sincerity that through the mercy of the guru, great things in
Krishna consciousness can be achieved.
 
I have witnessed how much love my senior godbrothers and sisters have
for you. Though many have recently not been able to personally serve
you, the standard and love in which they are conducting themselves and
serving, is a true testament of your divine presence through your
instructions and example.



 
On two of your previous visits to Durban, you humbly requested that we
should preach to the whites and the blacks to make them Krishna
conscious. I am trying my best to preach and distribute books to them.
Some of them are becoming favorable. You have also highlighted the
importance of being truthful when we preach. I am trying my best to
follow this instruction. I have also understood how important it is to read
Srila Prabhupada’s books and study them, as this pleases Srila
Prabhupada.
 
On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I want to sincerely thank
you from the bottom of my heart for everything you have done and are
doing for me in my life. You have given importance and meaning to my
existence. I have many flaws, shortfalls, and I am prone to commit many
mistakes. Please shower your causeless mercy upon me so that I may
improve and continue to serve Srila Prabhupada and ISKCON.
 
Your most unqualified aspiring servant,
Vishvarupa dasa
Durban
 

* * *
 
Dear Guru Maharaja,
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada
and all glories to Guru Maharaja.
 
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada explained the following:
 
“Gurun is plural in number because anyone who gives spiritual
instructions based on the revealed scriptures is accepted as a spiritual
master. Although others give help in showing the way to beginners, the
guru who first initiates one with the maha-mantra is to be known as the
initiator, and the saints who give instructions for progressive
advancement in Krishna consciousness are called instructing spiritual



masters. The initiating and instructing spiritual masters are equal and
identical manifestations of Krishna, although they have different
dealings. Their function is to guide the conditioned souls back home,
back to Godhead.” (Cc Adi 1.34)
 
Therefore, I will never forget how fortunate I was to have met Your
Divine Grace during my first visit at the farm community in
Muldersdrift. I was so impressed by your in depth knowledge and
realization of Vedic wisdom, combined with complete realization and
humility. I realized that you were a divine personality, free from all
misconceptions, and completely off the bodily concept of life. I could not
believe my eyes that the planet on which I still live has a being like this,
living amongst us. So exalted and pure and yet completely humble.
 
Therefore, I decided to join the Hare Krishna movement to obtain more
of this divine association. I love to listen to your lectures on the holy
scriptures, and I am also convinced that with your guidance, and with
your help, I will be connected to Srila Prabhupada as well, and ultimately
to Sri Krishna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
 
The other saintly instructing gurus in the temple gave me association,
service, and guidance, which I appreciate immensely, but still, I was
always looking forward to your personal association, and yet I had a deep
sense of awe and reference, just in case I commit a mistake, so I tried to
keep a safe distance too.
 
Whenever Your Divine Grace physically left after those short visits, I
usually felt actually sick with depression and separation, but the other
devotees preached to me, and then, by doing service, I could feel your
presence in the heart, and I would feel better. I have the same sinking
separation and deep sense of loss when Srila Bhakti Charu Swami left us
physically, and also by hearing his kirtans, I started feeling a bit better. I
also still have the pictures that Your Divine Grace gave me, and I value
them so much.
 
I want to thank you for all your blessings, and I also want to ask you to



excuse me for all my mistakes, shortcomings, and offenses . . . I am just a
fool who cannot understand my immense good fortune and potential
chance that you have given me to make my wretched life a success and to
actually and finally achieve the association of Srila Prabhupada and
Krishna.
 
One of the best inspirations I ever had was during our Food For Life
events where Your Divine Grace would sing loudly the maha-mantra,
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama
Hare Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare, and then hundreds of Sowetans,
children, and grown-ups would come out of their homes and echo the
maha-mantra back, repeating word-for-word, following your lead, and
also sang, Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, whilst dancing and
running after you and the hari-nama party.
 
We all would sing and dance in oblivion of time and space; the whole
atmosphere was surcharged with so much bhakti and pure spiritual bliss.
Time literally stood still; we were all in ecstacy without a moment in
between. Vishaka Priya dasi’s kichari tasted like nectar, and also the
prasada of other Food For Life cooks, like Rupa Raghunath Prabhu and
Mahaprabhu Prabhu.
 
Most of the temple devotees who had no essential temple services joined
in the hari-nama. Even little Krishna dasa, who loved playing on his
drum that Karunika devi dasi made for him, sang, “Haribol! Haribol!” . . .
We were all happily and perfectly situated in maha bliss.
 
It felt as if Lord Caitanya and His associates were there and the Sowetans
sensed the presence of your purity and divine sincerity in your
transcendental kirtans. These kirtans would last for hours; it was real
bliss.
 
Your Divine Grace instructed us to preach to everyone we knew,
irrespective of colour, creed, and status, and to help the mainstream
people in South Africa to come to ISKCON, and also the township



dwellers.
 
I never liked to miss any of your classes, especially when you were there
in person.
 
I thank you profusely for your endless and kind mercy and blessings, and
hope to do some service one day for Your Divine Grace and Srila
Prabhupada.
 
Your aspiring servant,
Vrndavanesvari dasi
Pretoria
 
 



Virtual Vani
 
 

English Blog
www.girirajswami.com

The main website regularly updated with new content.
 

FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/giriraj.swami.acbsp

Giriraj Swami’s FaceBook page
 

YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_oMVRN61d42Q0JpAHEwSBw

Hours of ecstatic video content
 

Japa Sanga
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GRSJapaSanga

Chant japa with Giriraj Swami live on Facebook.
 

Giriraj Swami Sanga
https://www.girirajswami.guru/

Sanga and content for the disciples and friends of Giriraj Swami.
 

Soundcloud
https://soundcloud.com/damodar-grs

Over 500 categorized lectures to stream or download
 

Radio Station
https://tunein.com/radio/Giriraj-Swami-Radio-s243096/

24 hour streaming talks by Giriraj Swami
 

Portugese Blog
https://girirajswami.wordpress.com/

This website is regularly updated with content in Portugese.
 

https://www.facebook.com/giriraj.swami.acbsp
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_oMVRN61d42Q0JpAHEwSBw
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GRSJapaSanga
https://www.girirajswami.guru
https://soundcloud.com/damodar-grs
https://tunein.com/radio/Giriraj-Swami-Radio-s243096/
https://girirajswami.wordpress.com


Spanish Blog
https://girirajswami.com/espanol/

This website is regularly updated with content in Sanish.

https://girirajswami.com/espanol
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